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The Healthy Schools Act requires that all public schools in California, must at the beginning of each school 
year provide an annual notification to parents of their planned pesticide use. It also requires school districts to set up a 
registry s o  that concerned parents can sign up for advanced written notification prior to the application of any pesticide. 
Lastly, this new law requires school districts to post signs where pesticides are applied 24 hours before the application 
and to leave those signs in place for a 72-hour period after the application. 

 
Windsor Unified School District supports the Healthy Schools Act in its entirety. Our district has and will 

continue to take the most responsible position regarding the use of pesticides in and around our schools. During the 
recent past we have limited our pesticide applications to winter, spring, and summer breaks therefore reducing any 
exposure to our staffs and students. Chemical manufacturers must by law label all products they sell. Precautionary 
label statements on chemical containers classify pesticides in three categories. These categories are DANGER, 
WARNING, and CAUTION with CAUTION being the safest to use in and around schools. The Windsor Unified 
School District will purchase and use the products that have a CAUTION label and use it only when it becomes 
necessary. 

 
Because we have had infestations in the past such as mice it has been necessary to hire licensed contractors to 

help eradicate these pests. If it becomes necessary to use outside vendors in the future we will hold them to these same 
standards. Our district is studying various alternative methods of Integrated Pest Management designed to reduce and 
hopefully eliminate pesticide use altogether. 

 
So that we maintain full compliance with the Healthy Schools Act, Windsor Unified School District has set up 

a registry procedure to allow those parents who would like prior notification of our intent to use pesticides in or around 
our schools. Those who would like notification can contact Mr. R.C. Cummins, Director of Maintenance and 
Operations at our district maintenance office at (707) 837-7796 or email rcummins@wusd.org  this will insure that your 
name is placed on the notification list. 
 

The Windsor Unified School District will continue to use pesticides only when necessary for health, 
sanitation, and safety issues. The district will limit this usage to the following products. 

 
1. Opti-Gro Chemweed -(Proprionic Acid) Active Ingredient. This product is used to control broadleaf 

weeds in our lawn and turf areas. This product carries a CAUTION on its label. 
 

2. Opti-Gro Envirosect -Multi-Insect Treatment (Eugenol) Active Ingredient. This product carries a 
CAUTION on its label. 

 
3. Opti-Gro Squelch -Pre Emergent Herbicide (Bensulide) Active Ingredient. This product carries a 

CAUTION on its label. 
 

Our Maintenance and Operations Department is continually conducting inspections at each of our schools to 
determine the most appropriate method of eliminating insects and weeds. Barring emergencies, all pesticide 
applications for weeds or insects will be made during summer, winter, and spring breaks. The parents that have 
chosen to sign up with the registry will be notified. Any area scheduled to receive chemical applications will be 
posted to comply with all regulations. 

 
It is our hope that with improved housekeeping, structural modifications, and a greater emphasis on horticultural methods 
we can reduce pest infiltration into our classrooms and lawns. This can lead to reducing and hopefully eliminating the use of 
most pesticides in the future. 


