
Unit 1: The Traditions of Literature
Overview  Students will analyze the archetypes, elements, character traits, etc. that are traditional in stories passed down through the ages.  
Suggested Time Frame: 9 weeks (adjust as necessary)
Essential Questions:  What elements of storytelling (both written and oral) have lasted throughout the years?  Why are these elements important to the reader?  

Reading Task (Standards) Texts
Domain-Specific 
Vocabulary Writing Tasks (Standards)

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as implicitly.

1. Original pdf 
document of The 
Epic of Gilgamesh
 2. The Legend of 
Gilgamesh 
3.  The Last Quest of 
Gilgamesh  
4.  Gilgamesh the 
King  
5.  "Everyday Use" 
by Alice Walker
6.  "The Making of a 
Quilt" video interview 
with Alice Walker
7.  Read excerpts (or 
the whole play if 
time) of Everyman, a 
Medieval moral play, 
translated by  Peter 
Van Diest. 

archetype
monomyth
hero's journey
theme
characterization
objective summary
plot 
development

W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary and/or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
research, and synthesis.

RL.9-10.2 Examine a grade-appropriate literary text.
 ● Provide an objective summary.
 ● Determine a theme of a text and analyze in 
detail its development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details.

W.9-10.9.A Apply Grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author 
draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare 
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by 
Shakespeare].").

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over 
the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop 
the theme.

W.9-10.9.B Apply Grades 9-10 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., "Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning.").

other standards as needed for review or short mini-lessons based 
upon assessment data

W.9-10.3.B Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language 
evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a 
formal or informal tone).

W.9-10.3.C Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another, 
creating coherence.

RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language 
of a court opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper).

W.9-10.3.D Use precise words, phrases, and details, as well as sensory language, to convey a 
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

RI.9-10.10 By the end of Grade 9, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction in the Grades 9-10 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the range. By the 
end of Grade 10, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction at the high end of the Grades 9-10 
text complexity band independently and 
proficiently.

W.9-10.3.E Provide a purposeful ending that reflects on what is experienced, observed, or 
resolved over the course of the narrative.

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real and/or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.9-10.3.A Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, 
establishing one or more points of view/perspectives, and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

Speaking/Listening Standards W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative conversations (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on Grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.C Propel conversations by 
posing and responding to 
questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader 
themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the 
discussion; and clarify, verify, 
or challenge ideas and 
conclusions.

W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
and/or trying a new approach, addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.



SL.9-10.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read 
and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.9-10.1.D Respond thoughtfully to 
diverse perspectives, 
summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, 
and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and 
understanding and make new 
connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning 
presented.

W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other 
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

SL.9-10.1.B Work with peers to set rules for collegial 
discussions and decision-making (e.g., 
informal consensus, taking votes on key 
issues, presentation of alternate views), clear 
goals and deadlines, and individual roles as 
needed.

W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.

Grammar Focus

L.9-10.1.B
L.9-10.1
L.9-10.1.A
L.9-10.2
 L.9-10.2.A    
L.9-10.2.D        
L.9-10.1 (E,F, G,H,I,J,K)
 L.9-10.4
L.9-10.4.A
 L.9-10.4.B
  L.9-10.4.C
  L.9-10.4.D      

Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.
other standards as needed for review or short mini-lessons based upon assessment data                
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking as appropriate for Grades 9-10.
Use parallel structure.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling as appropriate for Grades 9-10 when writing.
10.2A- Review capitalization as needed.
Spell correctly. 
Review standards from previous years (L.9-10.1. E-K)
 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on Grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.                                                        
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.                                                        
Identify and correctly use patterns of word forms that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).                                                        
 Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.                                                        
 Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).     

Resources 10th Grade Glencoe Course 5 textbook, Grammar Handbook, 

Assessment pieces

STAR Test Progress Monitoring during the first two weeks
Writing Prompts:  Gilgamesh Analysis Essay- https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KAjwsb_AqoVMjyoGf1c1OvQKpUF5BaXvrjn-rb78ARQ/edit
                             Important Tradition Personal Narrative
Analysis: Analyze sections of Everyman while identifying literary devices and character traits.
Short quizzes or multiple choice tests may be given if needed. 
Socratic Seminar, Jigsaw group discussion

Drama Standards
DE.1.ELAD.5 Analyze a playwright’s use of dramatic elements to develop universal themes 
R.CCR.1, R.CCR.2, R.CCR.3, R.CCR.4, R.CCR.5, R.CCR.7, R.CCR.10, W.CCR.2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.CCR.6
DE.1.ELAD.7 Analyze one Medieval morality, mystery, or miracle play (e.g., Castle of Perseverance; Disobedient Child translated by Thomas Ingelend; Everyman translated by Peter Van Diest; 
Raising of Lazarus; The Second Shepherd’s Play): • character (e.g., inner world, outer world) • given circumstances (e.g., setting, society, economics, cultural, spirituality or religion, previous 
action) • literary devices (e.g., allusions, imagery, symbolism, theme) • plot (e.g., structure, major moments)
 R.CCR.1, R.CCR.2, R.CCR.7, R.CCR.10, W.CCR.1, W.CCR.2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, 
L.CCR.6



Unit 2: Drama
Overview  Students will investigate the history of drama, its importance to world literature, and identify its use in today's world. 
Suggested Time Frame: 9 weeks (adjust as necessary)
Essential Questions:  How do the rules of drama still used today?  What elements are used by a playwright to engage the reader while developing the theme? 

Reading Tasks (Standards) Texts
Domain-Specific 
Vocabulary Writing Tasks (Standards)

RL.9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or 
a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized 
or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden's 
"Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's 
Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

1. Antigone by 
Sophocles
2.  Hercules 
(Disney Movie) 
for analyzing 
the components 
of Greek 
Theatre

Greek Theater 
terminology: 
apostrophe, 
antistrophe, 
skene, chorus, 
choragos, etc.
  

W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content.

W.9-10.2.A Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include appropriate text features (e.g., 
captions, headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and/or multimedia.

RL.9-10.10 By the end of Grade 9, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the Grades 9-10 
text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. By the end of Grade 10, read 
and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, at the high 
end of the Grades 9-10 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently.

W.9-10.2.B Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, commentary, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.

RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or 
claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter).

W.9-10.2.CUse appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
W.9-10.2.DUse precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic.

RI.9-10.6 Determine an author's point of view, 
perspective, and/or purpose in a text and 
analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view, perspective, or 
purpose.

W.9-10.2.E Establish and maintain an appropriate format, formal style, and objective tone within 
the norms and conventions of the discipline.

RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as implicitly.

W.9-10.2.F Provide an appropriate concluding statement or section that supports the information 
or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic).

RI.9-10.2 Examine a grade-appropriate 
informational text.
 ● Provide an objective summary of the 
text.
 ● Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including how it emerges and 
is shaped and refined by specific details.

W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.

RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author structures an 
analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them.



Grammar Focus

L.9-10.2.B
L.9-10.2.C
L.9-10.1.C        
L.9-10.1.D 
  L.9-10.4
L.9-10.4.A
 L.9-10.4.B
  L.9-10.4.C
  L.9-10.4.D               

Use a colon appropriately to introduce a list, quotation, or clarification.  
Use a semicolon to link two or more closely related independent clauses, using a conjunctive adverb when applicable.
other standards as needed for review or short mini-lessons based upon assessment data                
Form and use verbs in the conditional and subjunctive mood.
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on Grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.                                                        
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.                                                        
Identify and correctly use patterns of word forms that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).                                                        
 Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.                                                        
 Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).     

Resources

Glencoe Literature Textbook (Course 5) 
AP Flash Drive containing documents for activities and assessments
Chromebooks for Google Docs (sharing and grading of writing)
Google Drive Folder for Antigone: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B4e6fYqJTzNXSU54VjFMeFBTWTQ

Assessments

Argument Writing: Students will write arguments featuring character traits from Julius Caesar.
Compare/Contrast Analysis:  Students will compare and contrast the motives of Antigone and Creon in Antigone.
Paper Doll Project/Character Analysis:  Students will choose one character and create a paperdoll, citing character traits and choosing the one quote that 
sums up that character's personality.
Performance assessment:  In groups, students will re-enact a scene of the play using appropriate tone and facial expressions. 
Writing: Write an alternative ending to the play using the dramatic elements learned and changing the outcome of at least one of the main characters. 

Drama Standards
DE.1.ELAD.1 Examine the historical influences and contexts of various time periods on plays and playwrights (e.g., Greek, Roman, medieval, Renaissance, modern, 
contemporary): • purpose • audience • genre (e.g., tragedy, comedy, melodrama) • format 
R.CCR.3, R.CCR.4, R.CCR.10, W.CCR,2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.
CCR.6
DE.1.ELAD.2 Evaluate playwright choices as influenced by historical and cultural context: • character analysis • conflict • dialogue • foil • plot • setting • theme 
R.CCR.5, R.CCR.10, R.CCR.5, R.CCR.10, W.CCR.1, W.CCR.2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.
CCR.6
DE.1.ELAD.6 Analyze one classical Greek tragedy (e.g., Eumenides by Aeschylus; Medea by Euripides; Oedipus the King by Sophocles): • character (e.g., inner world, outer 
world) • given circumstances (e.g., setting, society, economics, cultural, spirituality or religion, previous action) • literary devices (e.g., allusions, imagery, symbolism, theme) • 
plot (e.g., structure, major moments)
 R.CCR.1, R.CCR.2, R.CCR.7, R.CCR.10, W.CCR.1, W.CCR.2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, L.CCR.1, 
L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.CCR.6
DE.1.ELAD.11 Present a scene or monologue from a dramatic work using vocal variety and facial expressions 
R.CCR.1, R.CCR.2, R.CCR.7, R.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, SL.CCR.3, SL.CCR.4, SL.CCR.5, SL.CCR.6
CE.3.D.1  Write an alternative ending to a classic play, considering all dramatic elements. 



Unit Three: Rhetoric
Overview  Students will be introduced to the art of rhetoric through drama, famous speeches, stories, etc.  They will analyze texts, and write effective arguments using the 
techniques learned. 
Suggested Time Frame: 9 weeks (adjust as necessary)
Essential Questions:  How does rhetoric affect the reader?  Where can we find rhetoric in the world today?  Why is it important that we recognize rhetoric?

Reading Task (Standards) Texts
Domain-Specific 
Vocabulary Writing Tasks (Standards)

RL.9-10.7
Analyze the representation of a subject or 
a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized 
or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden's 
"Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's 
Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

1. The Tragedy 
of Julius Caesar 
by William 
Shakespeare

tragedy 
comedy
 Elizabethan 
drama
 Eulogy 
Rhetorical 
Strategies

W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

RL.9-10.9 Analyze how an author draws on and 
transforms source material in a specific 
work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a play by 
Shakespeare).

2. PDF copies 
of multiple 
speeches: "I 
Have a Dream", 
"The 
Gettysburg 
Address",Marc 
Antony's Eulogy 
from Caesar.

nuance
euphemism
oxymoron
figurative 
language terms

W.9-10.1.A Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker's perspective, 
reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious 
reasoning or exaggerated or distorted 
evidence.

3.  PDF copies 
of Aristotle's 
Rhetoric or 
other examples 
of original 
rhetoric.

W.9-10.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying relevant evidence and 
commentary for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a 
manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level and concerns.

RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told 
in different mediums (e.g., a person's life 
story in both print and multimedia), 
determining which details are emphasized 
in each account.

W.9-10.1.C Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, reasons and 
evidence, and claim(s) and counterclaims; include commentary for support.

RI.9-10.8 Analyze and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious reasoning.

W.9-10.1.D Establish and maintain an appropriate format, formal style, and objective tone within 
the norms and conventions of the discipline.

RI.9-10.9 Analyze documents of historical and 
literary significance, including U.S. 
documents when appropriate, noting how 
they address related themes and 
concepts.

W.9-10.1.E Provide an appropriate concluding statement or section that supports the argument 
presented.



SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information 
that is gained by means other than 
reading (e.g., texts read aloud; oral 
presentations of charts, graphs, or 
diagrams; speeches), evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.

W.9-10.2.F Provide an appropriate concluding statement or section that supports the information 
or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic).

W.9-10.10Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Grammar Focus

L.9-10.5.A
L.9-10.5
L.9-10.5.B
L.9-10.5.C
L.9-10.5.D
L.9-10.4
L.9-10.4.A
 L.9-10.4.B
  L.9-10.4.C
  L.9-10.4.D            

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings, as appropriate for the grade level.
Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
other standards as needed for review or short mini-lessons based upon assessment data                
Review L.9-10.5. C-D as needed: connotations, intensity of adjectives, verb meanings
 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on Grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.                                                        
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.                                                        
Identify and correctly use patterns of word forms that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).                                                        
 Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.                                                        
 Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).                                                        

Assessments

Scene Creation Assessment: Students in groups will adapt a scene from Caesar, making it more contemporary, yet keeping the theme.
Argument Writing: Students will write arguments featuring character traits from Julius Caesar.
Analysis: Compare The Tragedy of Julius Caesar to Antigone by Sophocles.  What similarities and differences are there between these two tragedies and the 
way the playwrights handled them?
Performance:  Choose one of the monologues from Caesar and adapt it into another form of media, such as a painting, drawing, song, rap, etc.

Resources

Glencoe Literature Textbook (Course 5) 
AP Flash Drive containing documents for activities and assessments
 Chromebooks for Google Docs (sharing and grading of writing)
Google Drive Folder for Julius Caesar: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B4e6fYqJTzNXbWNXQmFua1c5WGc

Drama Standards
DE.1.ELAD.1 Examine the historical influences and contexts of various time periods on plays and playwrights (e.g., Greek, Roman, medieval, Renaissance, modern, 
contemporary): • purpose • audience • genre (e.g., tragedy, comedy, melodrama) • format 
R.CCR.3, R.CCR.4, R.CCR.10, W.CCR,2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.
CCR.6
DE.1.ELAD.2 Evaluate playwright choices as influenced by historical and cultural context: • character analysis • conflict • dialogue • foil • plot • setting • theme 
R.CCR.5, R.CCR.10, R.CCR.5, R.CCR.10, W.CCR.1, W.CCR.2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.
CCR.6
DE.1.ELAD.3 Analyze the influence of Aristotle’s theory of tragedy on a subsequent drama by citing evidence from the script: • chorus • language (e.g., dialogue, poetry) • 
rhythm • spectacle (e.g., scenery, costumes, set design, lighting) • tragic hero 
R.CCR.3, R.CCR.4, R.CCR.5, R.CCR.6, R.CCR.7, W.CCR.1, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.
CCR.6
DE.1.ELAD.4 Compare and contrast authorial treatments of tragic heroes from two literary periods (e.g., Elizabethan tragic hero vs. contemporary tragic hero): • character 
development • downfall • impact on other characters • tragic flaw
 R.CCR.4, R.CCR.9, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.CCR.6



DE.1.ELAD.8 Analyze one or more Renaissance comedies or tragedies 
R.CCR.1, R.CCR.2, R.CCR.7, R.CCR.10, W.CCR.1, W.CCR.2, 7 
 (e.g., Much Ado About Nothing, Othello, The Tempest by William Shakespeare; The Tragical History of Dr. Faustus by Christopher Marlowe; Tartuffe and Misanthrope by 
Moliere; The Spanish Tragedy by Thomas Kyd): • character (e.g., inner world, outer world) • given circumstances (e.g., setting, society, economics, cultural, spirituality or 
religion, previous action) • literary devices (e.g., allusions, imagery, symbolism, theme) • plot (e.g., structure, major moments) 
W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.7, W.CCR.8, W.CCR.9, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, L.CCR.1, L.CCR.2, L.CCR.3, L.CCR.6
CE.2.ELAD.1 Adapt a scene, using dramatic elements, to a different time period 
R.CCR.3, R.CCR.4, R.CCR.5, R.CCR.6, W.CCR.3, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.2, SL.CCR.3, SL.CCR.6
CE.2.ELAD.2 Adapt a monologue to a different medium (e.g., song, poem, art work, multimedia piece) 
R.CCR.1, R.CCR.4, R.CCR.5, R.CCR.6, R.CCR.10, W.CCR.2, W.CCR.4, W.CCR.6, W.CCR.10, SL.CCR.1, SL.CCR.4, SL.CCR.5, SL.CCR.6



Unit 4:  Identity
Overview  Students will analyze, interpret, and synthesize different types of autobiographical and biographical texts, turning in an identity project of their own based upon their 
reading. 
Suggested Time Frame: 9 weeks (adjust as necessary)
Essential Questions:  How does an author make a text relatable?  How does writing about one's own experience bridge the gap between audience and author?

Reading Task (Standards) Texts
Domain-Specific 
Vocabulary Writing Tasks (Standards)

RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., parallel plots, 
nonlinear plots), and manipulate time (e.
g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects 
as mystery, tension, or surprise.

The House on 
Mango Street
"Eleven" by 
Sandra Cisneros
"Only Daughter" 
by Cisneros
"My Name" 
"On Turning Ten" 
by B. Collins
other selections 
as needed
The Importance 
of Being Earnest 
by Oscar Wilde

 Westside Story
Novio Boy: A Play 
by Gary Soto

literary 
techniques
characterization
metaphor
simile
tone
vignette
irony
paradox
symbolism

W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view, 
perspective, or cultural experience 
reflected in a work of literature, including 
works from outside the United States.

W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple credible print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively.
 ● Assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question.
 ● Integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism.
 ● Follow a standard format for citation.

RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or 
claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter).

W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary and/or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
research, and synthesis.

RI.9-10.6 Determine an author's point of view, 
perspective, and/or purpose in a text and 
analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view, perspective, or 
purpose.

W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 
and logically such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and 
task.

SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, auditory, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to 
enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.

SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate.

Grammar Focus
L.9-10.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening.
L.9-10.3.A Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

L.9-10.3.B Use verbs in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects.

L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

L.9-10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on Grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.



L.9-10.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

L.9-10.4.B Identify and correctly use patterns of word forms that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

L.9-10.4.C Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

L.9-10.4.D Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

Resources

“Harrison Bergeron” p. 38 – IAR p. 4
“Farewell to Manzanar” p. 954 – IAR p. 348
        With “Nisei Daughter”
“Birches” - p. 888 - IAR
“Mending Wall” – p. 890 - IAR
“The Name is Mine” – Anna Quindlen essay (handout)
“So Tsi-Fai” (handout)
“Charles” (handout)
Chromebooks
Identity Unit folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B4e6fYqJTzNXbFJrSVg0R2plYU0
Westside Story film version
The Importance of Being Earnest script
Compare and contrast the modern musical Westside Story with the modern play Novio Boy by Gary Soto.  What differences do the teen protagonists have?  
How are they similar?

Assessments: 
Identity project including poetry, self-reflection, personal narratives, etc. 
Compose an original script using the dramatic elements studied during the year. (Group activity)

Drama Standards
DE.1.ELAD.9 Analyze one or more dramatic works from the eighteenth century or the nineteenth century (e.g., British comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest 
by Oscar Wilde; French satire: Norwegian realism: A Doll’s House and Ghosts by Henrik Ibsen; Russian realism: The Sea Gull and Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov): • 
character (e.g., inner world, outer world) • given circumstances (e.g., setting, society, economics, cultural, spirituality or religion, previous action) • literary devices (e.g., 
allusions, imagery, symbolism, theme) • plot (e.g., structure, major moments)  
DE.1.ELAD.10 Analyze two or more dramatic works (e.g., television scripts, movie scripts, musicals) from the twentieth century to the contemporary period (e.g., A Raisin in 
the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry; A Street Car Named Desire by Tennessee Williams; Barefoot in the Park by Neil Simon; Death and the King’s Horseman by Wole Soyinka; 
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller; Fences and The Piano Lesson by August Wilson; Little Sister by Joan McCloud; Novio Boy by Gary Soto; Our Town by Thornton Wilder; 
Sizwe Banzi is Dead by Athol Fugard; Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett; M. Butterfly by David Henry Hwang; Angels in America: Part 1 and 2 by Tony Kushner; Oklahoma 
by Rogers and Hammenstein): • character (e.g., inner world, outer world) • given circumstances (e.g., setting, society, economics, cultural, spirituality or religion, previous 
action) • literary devices (e.g., allusions, imagery, symbolism, theme) • plot (e.g., structure, major moments)
CE.3.D.2  Compose an original script using dramatic elements:
              -development of a complete plot
              - development of two or more characters
             - play formatting (e.g., stage directions, dialogue, production, notes)


