
Civics - Unit 3  -  Branches Breakdown

Overview:The units in this semester introduce students to the basic fundamentals of government and citizenship, including the structures and
functions of the three branches. Students will also study the constitution and how it shapes government at both state and federal levels.
Some lessons are designed to give students a basic understanding of core principles while others will engage students through inquiry
and project-based activities. Students will develop and apply disciplinary literacy skills as they examine a variety of sources, synthesize
information, and construct arguments based on essential, compelling, and supporting questions.
Suggested Time Frame: 6 weeks

Essential Questions:

Content: Domain-Specific Vocabulary Arkansas Frameworks:

 Legislative Branch
Organization of Congress
Power of Congress
Representing the People
How a Bill becomes a Law
 Executive Branch
President and VP
President’s Job
Making foreign policy 
Advisers and Agencies 
 Judicial Branch
Federal courts
How Federal Courts are organized
Supreme Court 
Supreme Court at work 

checks and balances, executive, 
legislative, judicial, bicameral,
constituent, President, Congress, 
Supreme Court, Speaker of
the House, president pro tempore, 
Governor, Arkansas General
Assembly, Arkansas Supreme Court, 
whip, committee, veto,
pocket veto, executive order, Cabinet, 
bill, law, judicial review

CPI.1.C.4 Analyze the purpose, organization, authority, and
function of each of the three branches of government at the
federal and state levels
CPI.2.C.3 Construct arguments about the strengths, 
weaknesses,
and reasons for checks and balances and separation of 
powers
using multiple primary and secondary sources
PRL.6.C.1 Investigate various methods for creating federal, 
state,
and local laws
PRL.7.C.1 Evaluate interaction among federal, state, and 
local
governments when carrying out public policy
PRL.7.C.2 Identify intended and unintended consequences of
public policies
PRL.7.C.4 Distinguish criminal from civil law
PD.4.C.6 Evaluate Arkansas laws and their impact on 
students •
Bullying • Local ordinances • Penalties for juvenile activity •
Penalties for truancy • Requirements for obtaining and 
grounds
for revocation of a driver’s license

Assessments: Assessments: Summative - Chapter tests using MC and short answer questions, long essay question. 
Formative - Observe student understanding using quizes, exit tickets, special projects, and openers.
Resources: Civics Today 


