
Civics - Unit 1 - Citizenship & Foundations 

Overview:The units in this semester introduce students to the basic fundamentals of government and citizenship, including the structures and
functions of the three branches. Students will also study the constitution and how it shapes government at both state and federal levels.
Some lessons are designed to give students a basic understanding of core principles while others will engage students through inquiry
and project-based activities. Students will develop and apply disciplinary literacy skills as they examine a variety of sources, synthesize
information, and construct arguments based on essential, compelling, and supporting questions..
Suggested Time Frame: 6 weeks 

Essential Questions:  Students will consider...
What does it mean to be a citizen?

How should we be governed?
To what extent is the constitution a living document?
Content: Domain-Specific Vocabulary Arkansas Frameworks:

        Intro
        Becoming a Citizen
        Government and the People
        English Heredity 
        English Colonies
        Colonial Society
        Birth of a Democratic Nation

John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
Montesquieu, citizen,
naturalization, alien, immigrant, 
dictatorship, anarchy,
oligarchy, monarchy, theocracy, 
autocracy, direct democracy,
representative democracy, limited 
government

Unit 1: Citizenship & Foundations

CPI.1.C.1 Analyze the establishment and purposes of government
CPI.1.C.2 Construct explanations comparing and contrasting the
ideologies of various governments and ways they have changed
over time using multiple sources (e.g., anarchy, oligarchy,
monarchy, theocracy, autocracy, direct democracy, representative
democracy)
PD.3.C.1 Evaluate rights and responsibilities of citizens in the
United States
PD.3.C.2 Compare and contrast the roles of citizen and noncitizen
residents in the United States
PD.3.C.3 Construct explanations of the ways citizenship in the
United States has changed over time and been affected by public
policy, geographic location, state and federal law, and
demographics using a variety of sources
PD.4.C.1 Analyze historical documents and events that set the
ideological foundations for the U.S. Constitution (e.g., Magna
Carta, Mayflower Compact, Declaration of Independence, Articles
of Confederation, Constitutional Convention)
PD.4.C.2 Evaluate ideological influences Enlightenment Thinkers
had on the framers of the U.S. Constitution (e.g., Locke,
Rousseau, Montesquieu)
PD.4.C.4 Analyze the protections of and limits on the rights of
citizens of the United States when outside the borders of the
United States

Assessments: Summative - Chapter tests using MC and short answer questions, long essay question. 
Formative - Observe student understanding using quizes, exit tickets, special projects, and openers.
Resources: Civics Today 


