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Transportation: NEW & Improved Routes Coming Soon
Parents and students have complained and Cove School District listened. The district’s
current local routes drop students either too early or too late in the morning and are believed to keep some kids on the bus too long in the afternoon. Beginning in January, the
district will run two routes simultaneously in the morning and afternoon which should allow
for first pick-up after 7AM with all students arriving in time for breakfast and prior to
7:35. Afternoon routes look to be completed prior to 4:20 daily. This improvement was
made possible with the cooperation and support of Mid-Columbia Bus Company (MidCo),
the district transportation contractor, and the efforts of their local bus employees. As
is the common problem with school transportation, there is a general shortage of bus
drivers. If you are interested in driving a bus, MidCo has an attractive paid-training and
incentive program. Contact MidCo at 541-276-5621. MidCo and Cove School will have new
route maps available in December and will deliver a new route map and schedule to every
rider and looks forward to this improved level of service.

Superintendent Search Underway
The Cove School Board is taking steps toward the hiring of a permanent superintendent.
With the assistance of the Oregon School Boards Association, the District has begun a
very deliberate and involved process of securing its leader for 2018 and beyond. In October, members of the staff and community were invited to provide input concerning the
qualities and qualifications of the next superintendent and is currently preparing to solicit
applications. With a planned due date for applications of January 9, a selection committee with community and staff representation will screen applications. This will be followed by a number of interviews and public forums involving the candidates and any interested stakeholder. It is hoped that the intentionally transparent process will be completed with a permanent superintendent named by March 1. You may keep up with the process
through the Board meeting minutes and information packets posted on the School Board
section of the district website.
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District Business
Student Absences
A reminder to parents: If your child is unable to attend school, please call the school in the morning. If
a student has an appointment scheduled or is going to
be gone for any reason they know about ahead of time
they must have a pre-arranged absence form filled
out and signed before the day they will be gone.
Those forms may be accessed on-line or picked up
from either the elementary or high school office.
The only time it would not apply is if they are sick or
some other unforeseen emergency.
Students needing to leave during day for any reason
must sign out at the office and the secretary needs
to know from parent that it is ok. That can be done
by signing student out at the office, sending a note
that day or a phone call. The only way a student’s absence is excused is if parent calls in, sends note or
signs them out and in.
If student is tardy, it is unexcused unless excused by
a parent or administrator.

SuperView
If you say the “wrong thing” in America today, you could
be penalized, fired or even taken to court. Political correctness is running rampant, and it is absolutely destroying this nation. In his novel 1984, George Orwell imagined
a future world where speech was greatly restricted. He
called that the language that the totalitarian state in his
novel created “Newspeak”, and it bears a striking resemblance to the political correctness that we see in America
right now. Schools are a reflection of the community
they serve and I certainly hope that Cove does not follow
suit with a few recent examples of the madness of the
politically correct:
1.

A Portland Principal at Harvey Scott Elementary,
Verenice Gutierrez, suggested that peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches be banned because of their racist connotations. “What about Somoli or Hispanic
Students who might not eat sandwiches?” she asked.
I wonder what her verdict on me eating a grilled
cheese would be?

2.

A district handout to staff in Nebraska suggested
teachers avoid “gendered expressions” such as “boys
and girls” in case they alienate transgendered students. The district suggests they address the students as “Campers” or even “Purple Penguins”.

3.

Nichols Elementary in Frisco Texas not only banned
Christmas trees even when called “Holiday Trees”
they went so far as to ban the colors red and green
from their the schools “Winter Party.”

It is critical for the school to know if a student
leaves school at any time during the day and why. It
is very important for them to sign in and or out and
that the absence is excused by a parent/guardian.
Otherwise it is an unexcused absence. It is the responsibility of the parent to notify the school anytime
your child is absent. ~ Ginger Faro

Homeless Liaison: Tara Thomas
Tara Thomas is designated the school’s Homeless Liaison. Homeless students currently within our District
may attend school with waivers of many of the usual
enrollment requirements and school readiness money
may also be available to the family or student. If you
are aware of a homeless child or if your family lives in
any of the following situations:
* motel * campground * car * park * abandoned building * doubled up with other people due to loss of housing or economic hardship — Your school-age children
may qualify for certain rights and protections under the
federal McKinney-Vento Act. Contact:
Tara Thomas — tara.thomas@covesd.org 541-568-4424
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I recently saw a cartoon that shows a certain symbol
what could be interpreted as leadership with a whole line
of sheep following, blindly along, doing what is politically
correct. They are moving forward, but in reality they are
being led off a cliff. I hope that is not what is happening in American public education. ~ Earl Pettit
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School Happenings
Cove FFA & Agriculture CTE
Crops and Weeds/Soils: The Cove and Union FFA chapters teamed up to host the district Crops & Weeds Competition. Between the two contests we had 35 students compete-from 8th to 12th Grade. Out of our 11 school FFA district we brought home the blue banner-winning the district soils contest with our own Clancy Short winning first place
out of more than 150 contestants. We want to give huge thank you to Colby Johnson and everybody at Conley Farms
who dug our soil pits and made our contest possible.

Leadership Camp:

This year at leadership camp 2017, we took the Advanced and Greenhand officer teams. On
the Advanced team we took the President: Maggie Ledbetter, Vice President: Scottie Loree, Secretary: Alisa Fox,
Reporter: Tia Swalberg, and Sentinel: Jace Svaty. For the Greenhands we took President: Riley Lindsey, Vice President: Grady Fite, Secretary: Haiden Wiggins, Reporter: Harley Creech, Treasurer: Mykiah Overton, and Sentinel: Jonathan McDonald. Both teams participated in the Opening Ceremonies Competition, where our president, Maggie
Ledbetter, placed as the top president of the whole camp! Members attended leadership workshops to gain skills to
better our FFA chapter. We are looking forward to going back next year!

Fall Festival: This year's 2017 FFA Fall Festival was a great success. We had many customers who came to support
our organization and have fun. We had a few vendors participating this year. As well as some yummy drinks and goodies. We had a great success on our income this year and are looking forward to the success we can achieve next year.
Fun Run- This year we put on the second annual Cove FFA Fall Festival Fun Run. We had a much better turnout this year than we did last year. We had 15 one-mile runners opposed to six last year and
ten 5K runners opposed to two last year. We had an income of approximately $400 which is much
better than what we had the year before. The winner of the 5K was Taylor Fox at 21:24 and the winner of the one-mile was Titus Davenport at 7:45.

National Convention: The five of us, Lillian Perry, Tia Swalberg, Scottie Loree, Maggie Ledbetter and Allie Best
traveled to The National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. We flew into Nashville, Tennessee where we piled in
with the Union FFA chapter on two 16 passenger busses.
Our first stop was the National Corvette Museum in
Bowling Green, Kentucky. The next day we attended a day
of school at Lee County High School in Beattyville, Kentucky. A highlight of the trip was a visit to The Diamond
Ranch horse farm, where we met colts worth a half million dollars! We ended our trip at the National Convention, held at Lucas Oil stadium where we listened to our
national officer team and we heard from Laila Ali a famous boxer as well as the United States Secretary of
Eduction Betsy Devos. We also had the privilege of seeing Rascal Flatts in concert as well! To finish our amazing trip, we traveled back to Nashville and went to the Grand
Ole Opry which left a lasting impression on us because of the singers who have performed there over the many years
it has been open. Our experience was both inspiring and exhausting and one that has left an impact on each of us.
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Elementary Classroom News
Mrs. Tucker: 5th Grade
The 5th grade has had a lot of fun this quarter exploring
food webs and food chains in science. One of our favorite
activities was dissecting owl pellets and attempting to
identify the bones that were found. We are also making
progress on our 30 Book Challenge with many students
already nearing the halfway mark towards their goals.
Other topics that we have explored so far include the
ancient civilizations of the Inca, Aztec, and Maya in Social Studies, place value and multidigit multiplication in
Math, and literature analysis in Reading. Art has been
another fun subject with the completion of various grid
art projects. We are excited to continue our exploration
of these topics as the year progresses! ~ Mrs. Tucker

Mr. Gustavson’s 6th Grade
There is some serious reading going on in both the 6th and
8th grade Language Arts classrooms. Students are choosing what book they want to read, as well as how much they
want to read each day. I’ve found the independent reading
in the 2nd Quarter really lights a fire under many reluctant readers. Kids relate to their books more genuinely,
and consequently, they read a ton more than if I were assigning them specific chapters each night. They journal
about their books daily, and I review their journals for
volume and pace, thoughtfulness, writing mechanics, organization as well as the frequency of their journaling.
Ask your 6th grader or 8th grader about what they are
reading, and take a peek into their journal to see some
outstanding work! ~ Mr. Gustavson

Mrs. Wright’s Kindergarten
Cove Kindergartners have been busy at work! If you haven't been in a kindergarten class in a few years, you might be surprised at what takes place
there. Although there is much singing, dancing, coloring, cutting, running,
climbing, painting, building, and imagining going on, most of the children
have already learned all the letters and sounds of the alphabet, some sight
words, and how to read and write simple sentences. In math they can read
and write numbers to 10, have a solid sense of each number's quantity, and
can put the numbers together and take them apart to make new numbers.
Perhaps the most important skills the children have been learning is how to
get along in a group, constructively solve small problems on their own, and
listen and follow directions. In science, the children have been on a field
trip to Anthony Lakes to learn about animals and their habitats, and visited
the Pick'n Patch as part of their study of the life cycle of the pumpkin.
Fun, fun, fun! ~ Mrs. Wright

6th Grade: Focused on Learning

Kindergarten shows off their Leopard Wear provided
by the Cove Booster Club
Cove School Newsletter
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Elementary Classroom News
Fourth Grade
Acrostic Poem

Turkey and dressing
Holiday break
Autumn leaves
November storms
Kindness and joy
Sweet potato pie

Gift of family and friends
Invitations to dinner
Very yummy feast
Indians and Pilgrims
Noisy and fun
Grateful for all we have

~ Mrs. Frank’s 4th Grade

2nd Grade: A great time at the Frisch Family Pickin’ Patch! Thank you! Upon
return to school, students pretended they were the pumpkins they had picked
and wrote a story about how they were picked from the pumpkin’s perspective.

Third Grade: What a rafter of turkeys...

Mrs. Langford: 3rd Grade
Third grade has been busy working on a lot of new skills! We
have become masters of addition up to the thousands and
are working on becoming masters of subtraction up to the
thousands. Third grade has also been working on reading
"Thanksgiving on Thursday", hopefully we will get it finished
by Thanksgiving. All of the turkeys in third grade wish everyone a very happy holiday season! ~ Mrs. Langford

Cove School Newsletter

5th Grade Art

Clara & Levi
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2017-2018
High School Basketball Schedule
Date

Location & Opponent

Time(s)

Level(s)

Thu 11/30
VS Burnt River
4:30/6 pm
Fri-Sat 12/01-02 @ Union Lions Tourney
TBA
Thu 12/07
@ Imbler
3/5:00 pm
Fri-Sat 12/08-09 @ Adrian Tourney
TBA
Tue 12/12
VS Imbler
5/6:30 pm
Fri 12/15
@ Joseph
3/4:30/6/7:30
Sat 12/16
@ Nixyaawii
1/2:30/4/5:30
Thu-Sat
12/21-23 @ Union Tourney
TBA
Wed-Fri 12/27-29 @ La Grande Optimist Tourney TBA
Fri 1/05
VS Griswold
4:30/6/7:30
Sat 1/06
VS Pine Eagle
1/2:30/4/5:30
Fri 1/12
@ Wallowa
3/4:30/6/7:30
Sat 1/13
VS Powder Valley
1/2:30/4/5:30
Fri 1/19
VS Echo
3/4:30/6/7:30
Sat 1/20
VS Joseph
1/2:30/4/5:30
Fri 1/26
VS Nixyaawii
3/4:30/6/7:30
Sat 1/27
@ Griswold
2:30/4/5:30
Fri 2/02
@ Pine Eagle
3/4:30/6/7:30
Sat 2/03
VS Wallowa
1/2:30/4/5:30
Fri 2/09
@ Powder Valley
3/4:30/6/7:30
Sat 2/10
@ Echo
1/2:30/4/5:30

Winter Events:
Dec 19, Christmas Program
Dec 20, School Board Meeting
Dec 21, Early Release—
Christmas Break
Jan 3, Classes Resume
Jan 15, MLK Holiday
Jan 16, School Board Meeting
Jan 18, End of 1st Semester
Feb 19, Presidents’ Day Holiday
Feb 20, School Board Meeting
Feb 28, Family Reading Night
March 16 School Carnival

GAMES IN COVE:

HS Basketball:
Nov 30; Dec 12; Jan 5,6,13,19,20,26; Feb3
Boys Middle School Basketball:
Dec 1, 2
Girls Middle School Basketball:
Jan 12, 13, 20

JV
Varsity
JV
Varsity
JV
All
All
Varsity
Varsity
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
Date
All
Fri 1/5

Maggie Ledbetter
Old Oregon League
2017 Player of the Year

Middle School Girls
Basketball Schedule
Opponent

Time

Level/s

@ Pine Eagle

10:00

A/B

VS Joseph
VS Enterprise

10:00
10:00

A/B
A/B

Sat 1/13 VS Powder Valley 10:00

A/B

Fri 1/19 @ Elgin
Sat1/20 VS Imbler

10:00
10:00

A/B
A/B

Fri 1/26 Bye (To be added) 10:00

A/B

Sat 1/27 @ Wallowa
Fri 2/2 @ Union

10:00
10:00

A/B
A/B

@ Imbler
10:00
Invitational Tour- TBA
nament
@ Huntington
TBA
Tournament

A/B
A

Sat 1/6
Fri 1/12

Sat 2/3
Fri-Sat
2/9-10
Fri-Sat
2/23-24

A

Remaining 2017-18
Middle School Boys Basketball Schedule
Date

Opponent

Fri 12/1
Sat 12/2

VS Union
VS Imbler

Fri/Sat
12/8-9
Fri/Sat
2/23-24

Cove Leopard Invitational
Huntington Tournament
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Time

Level(s)

10:00
10:00

A/B
A/B

TBA

A/B

TBA

A
Page 6

Volume 1, Issue 2

Page 7

Classroom News

First Grade Rocks!

Tim Stevens, Jack Silveira, Riley Lindsey, Alisa Fox, Landry Gaertner, Adri Garinger

AG Soils Themselves!

Cove High School Cross Country Athletes
Cooperatively sponsored with Union, Cove Boys earned a state
championship while the girls were runner-up.

Title I Reading

Activities for Reading and Writing Fun
These are just a few of many activities that allow you to
promote reading and writing skills while having fun at the
same time.
Repetition and Rhyme
Repetition makes books predictable, and young readers
love knowing what comes next.
World of words
Hang posters of the alphabet, label things, let your child
make the grocery list…
Story talk
Talking about what you read is another way to help children develop language and thinking skills.
Read to me
It's important to read to your child, but equally important to listen to them read to you. Children thrive on
having someone appreciate their developing skills.
Cookbooking
Show your child a recipe and go over it together. Cooking
is always a delight for children, especially when they can
eat the results!
Try these simple reading activities that can make everyday reading and writing more fun for both of you and your
child. ~Tara Thomas
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Schoolwork? Get’er done! We can help!
Welcome To the Club:
HOMEWORK CLUB

It's the new club on campus! We meet Monday Wednesday 3:45 PM- 4:45 PM, and students have just
celebrated four awesome weeks of working hard.
If your child is between grades 3rd -12th , and would
like to participate after-school in a supervised setting,
then Homework Club is the place. Simply have them
meet up at the assigned classroom with homework in
hand to get started. ~ Teresa Aguilera

Night Against Procrastination (NAP)

This is a program we started last Spring to give students the opportunity to get homework done despite
their very busy schedules with sports practice, bus
routes, family activities & possibly lack of technology or
resources at home. Students can come to the High
School Math room from 6-8 pm on designated nights to
get tutoring, work on computers, or complete other
tasks that they may have missed in class. The nights are
advertised on the school web page as well as announced
in many location throughout the school. ~ Lisa Murchison
Volume 1, Issue 2

Classroom News: Middle/High School
HS Math:

Factoring, Graphing, Gathering & Presenting Statistics ...students are very busy in math here at CHS.
Students are using their problem solving skills to analyze and solve real-world problems. We also have 5 students earning college credit for Mth111 through BMCC. Students can access missing assignments using their Google Calendars or
FamilyLink ~Lisa Murchison

Social Studies:

The Social Studies classroom has been busy so far this year working to better understand our
world, and the role we play in it. The American Government class held a lively debate on immigration policy reform as
part of our study of political parties and other influences on the government. It was exciting to see students engaged
in a topic that affects their daily lives, and that they will be influencing in the near future. In U.S. History we have
been learning about Teddy Roosevelt and the progressive era of government reform. We were able to spend some time
discussing the development of National Parks and the U.S. Forest Service which is of particular interest to students
here in the West as it affects our public lands even today. Geography students have been studying population and development around the globe, this has been a very eye opening discussion for many students and an opportunity for students to look beyond themselves and see what is happening in other regions of the world. ~ Mr. Gorham

Spanish:

In Spanish 1 we are working on learning our conjugations and expanding our vocabulary. We are writing a
children's book about the daily things that you do in your life. We just finished up our first final and the second one
will be January 17th. The students have been working on understanding pronouns and the proper use of the different
variety of pronouns. Spanish 2 students have been learning the different tenses such as the preterit tense, imperfect
tense and the present perfect tense. We are finishing up our scary story essays utilizing the new tenses that we have
learned. Both classes are starting pen pals with Hermiston peers this week. ~Mr. Blackburn

English:

Fall is here, and winter is just around the corner; however, as the weather outside turns frightful, don’t let
your students settle down for those long winter naps! This is the perfect time of year to get in an extra slice of quality time, topped with a nice dollop of English! Fall and winter lend themselves nicely to a good book by a cozy fire- consider making reading a family activity by reading and discussing books as a family or by having designated tech-free
reading nights. Perhaps your family is more of the ‘movie and caramel corn’ type- this year, why not start a new tradition; try a book or short story turned movie and compare the original print to the Hollywood adaptation. Around our
house family game nights are often the highlight of the holiday season; some of our favorites that you might try are
Balderdash, Taboo, Scatagories, or Scrabble! Or encourage your student to take part in The Great Thanksgiving Listen Project for extra credit (visit: https://storycorps.org/) and join them in discovering more about your family history. However you slice it, this holiday season is stuffed with English opportunities abound! ~Mrs. Baird

Fall Quarter: High School Honor Roll
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Classroom News: Middle/High School
7th Grade & HS CAD:

These students are well indoctrinated into the “middle
school life” by now. They move to different classes six times a day, play sports, hang
out with friends and try to remember their homework in the evenings. One class that I
teach them is called Core, and we have started the year off focusing on computer programming. We began with some basics like “if statements” and “forever loops,” and
those lead us to some interesting programs on Scratch that can be found here https://
goo.gl/cg8nnL. Our latest tech adventure has been programming and engineering Lego
Robots. (It is harder than it sounds.) ~ Mr. Dressen

Social Studies:

On the eve of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln suspended
the writ of habeas corpus- from Washington, D.C. to Philadelphia - in order to keep the capital city from being surrounded by Confederate forces and supporters. My high school students in U.S. History 202 (1820-1900) are learning
this and other important events that took place during those tumultuous times. My eighth grade students are learning what habeas corpus is as we work toward understanding our Constitution. We are learning about our civil liberties,
checks and balances between the three branches of government, and how a bill becomes a law. Seventh graders are
learning about the first known democracy in Ancient Athens. They are beginning to understand the impact Greek civilization had on our own society. Daily, we are making connections through the study of history that apply to our daily
lives. ~ Mr. Hubbard

Science:

From the room of smells, the room of life and the room of death, the room motion, and the room of cycles,
from the room of SCIENCE -- Greetings. I am excited to inform you that learning is happening over here in this room
across the street. The freshmen are mastering their understanding of force (physical force not Star Wars force) and
its implications in magic tricks, like pulling a tablecloth out from a set table, car crashes, and movement in general. The sophomore biology students have gone through the basic parts that all life are made of and are now delving
into the source of all energy for living things and how it is transferred (we got some neat
pictures of stomata, a leaf's breathing pore, this week under the microscopes). The 7th8th graders are gaining an understanding of just how interconnected all parts of Earth are
through their autobiographic writings of particles flowing through some of the cycles on
earth. Anatomy students are putting on their thinking caps to better understand the complex workings of the brain and how this body system controls all the other system we are
learning about. ~ Mr. Wiseman

Yearbook:

Looking for a gift for that hard to buy for Cove student or a member of our Cove Alumni? How about a yearbook! You can pre-order a 2017-18 yearbook now for $35.00 and we will print
you a gift certificate. For information on availability of past yearbooks please contact Austie Baird
at Austie.Baird@covesd.org, imagine the joy of giving a book of memories this season! ~ Mrs. Baird

Health:

What do our body systems and theme parks have in common? You might be surprised! Just
look below. After studying the following 6 body systems (skeletal system, muscular system, circulatory system, digestive system, respiratory system, and nervous system) the Junior Health class put their knowledge to
the test by developing 3 dimensional Body System Theme Parks. ~ Ms. Tally
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High School Principal’s Podium
The first quarter of the school year has gone well at Cove High School with a number of examples of success. We
recently recognized students who have performed well during the first quarter of school. Over half of Cove High
School students received a certificate including 31 students who made the Honor Roll with a fall quarter grade point
average of 3.5 or better. 10 other students received “Honorable Mention” for nearly reaching Honor Roll status. Our
sports teams all gave strong performances this fall concluding with a State Championship for Cross Country.
Cove School implemented a new format for fall conferences for middle school and high school students this year. The
new conference format worked well and we received positive input from parents who appreciated the opportunity to
meet with all of their child’s teachers.
We are about mid-way through the second quarter and you will receive progress reports for secondary students soon.
In addition to being able to track student grades on Family Link we have other opportunities for student support.
Homework Club is available each week after school Monday through Wednesday. Mrs. Murchison also regularly schedules “Nights Against Procrastination” or NAP nights for students to complete school work and get assistance as needed.
I also want to remind parents and students that we are focusing on attendance more than previous
years. Regular school attendance is important to student success and we are consistently enforcing expectations regarding tardiness and absences. Our student handbook explains attendance expectations.
Please call if you have questions regarding attendance or other concerns. ~ Mr. Miles

“Hero Award”
Wacey Fite and Dawson Gaertner
Jace Svaty and Karia Weber using census
data maps to study race and ethnicity

Anatomy Class: Landry, Sophia, and Adri
playing the class brain game “-Ectomy”

Backwards Thinking Cap?
Cove School Newsletter

Counselor’s Corner

Jase Svaty:
1st Qtr. Citizen Award

Senior year is in full swing! Students are busy checking out colleges,
applying for scholarships and working toward completion of their senior projects. Christmas break is a great time to explore some colleges
even if they aren't in session. If you are going to be out of town for
the holiday season, consider making a quick side-trip to colleges in
that location. Once your student sees the campus make inquiries to
set up a tour or get more information.
Many scholarship deadlines are coming up quickly as well as early enrollment deadlines for colleges. Please encourage your student to apply
for all scholarships they are eligible for and to get in college applications early in order to receive the most financial aid. If you haven't
already done so, this is the time to file for FAFSA or ORSSA...earlier
is better.
Break is a great time for other students to start doing job shadows or
preparing the foundation for their projects as well. Information about
the project as well as forms for job shadow, community service and
mentors are available on the Cove website under the Forms tab.
~Mrs. Murchison
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This is the second quarterly newsletter for the 17-18 school year sent to
all district households. For comments or suggestions, please contact Earl
Pettit, Interim Elementary Principal/Superintendent at 541-568-4424.
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District Honors Veterans
The 2017 Veterans Day assembly was widely pronounced a success. Landon Moore, Cole Mclean, and Kade Mclean did
an exceptional job presenting our colors. A high point for me personally was the guest speaker, Mr. Miles. His
speech was informative, as well as engaging and deeply meaningful for the Veterans in attendance. The middle school
ASB is responsible for organizing the event and inviting our veterans. While contacting veterans is only a small part
of a big project, it is extremely important to us. Most of the veterans present received a phone call from a middle
school officer personally inviting them to attend. I feel it adds a much needed personal touch. Over all, the Veterans Day assembly was a success because we were provided the chance to honor our veterans for their service, although we cannot even begin to fully express our gratitude and empathy for the sacrifices made by them and their
families. ~Maggie Frisch, CMS ASB President

Dozens of Veterans listen to a brother-in-arms, Mat Miles, deliver the
keynote speech during Cove School’s Veterans Assembly on November 9

