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Why there are new security cameras, 
windows in Phoenix Middle School

Crystal Reyes on Phoenix security camera.

By Crystal Reyes
Phoenix Rising staff
   Have you ever wondered why the school put more cameras up 
and why they changed the windows? An interview with Phoenix 
Middle School principal Mr. Hank Schmelz gave the answers.
Replying to why we got more cameras around the school, Schmelz 

said there were some dead spots 
around the school where he couldn’t 
see things from other cameras and 
students knew where they were, so 
they could go do stuff there were the 
cameras would not see. Then, when 
something came up about either some-
thing happening somewhere and they 
couldn’t see what happened, people 
would say this and that and Schmelz 
could not find which one was right, so 
he put up more cameras so he could 
see what actually happened and he 

didn’t have to be in his office all day 
trying to figure out what actually happened.
The cameras help him a lot instead of trying to figure out who did 
something, but the one thing that he can not do with the cameras 
is hear what they are saying. But if they see another person there 
watching they could bring them in and ask them what they heard 
and what actually happened.
The cameras can go to a time he chooses and whatever time he 
chooses it will go straight there and then he could pick on a camera 
and see what is going on. He also put some cameras outside just 
in case something bad happens outside, Schmelz could look at the 
cameras and see what they were doing and he could find out who 
are the people involved.

The great part about hav-
ing cameras outside is 
Schmelz doesn’t have to 
waste his time looking 
for who did it; he can just 
go to his computer and 
see who it is from the 
cameras.
Regarding the windows, 
Schmelz got new win-
dows because he wanted 
them not to break. They 
are shatter-proof win-
dows, so if somebody 
kicks a ball at the window 

it won’t break and they will not have to pay so much for fixing.
Also, they wanted everybody to feel safe in case of an intruder and 
the person won’t be able to come in because if he or she tries and 
tries, the windows will still not break. How they paid for this was 
with help from the government. The government asked what they 
wanted to do and gave them money to put new cameras and they 
also replaced the old windows with the new windows. That is what 
happened with the security cameras and why Phoenix got some 
new ones and why the windows were replaced.

Principal Hank Schmelz

Many changes upcoming for Phoenix
By Zabrya Russell
Phoenix Rising staff
   There is a saying about the more things change, the more they 
stay the same. Well, things will sure be changing at Phoenix Mid-
dle School next school year.
   Will there be any changes with fifth grade? 
   “There will be three dual-language classes and three module-
language classes, but will be based on college. One team will be 
the Panthers and they are named after the University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee. The other one will be named after the (Marquette 
University) Golden Eagles. They are going to do a tour of the col-

PIE classes will make a comeback
By Riley Flintrop
Phoenix Rising staff
   In the 2017-18 school year, Phoenix Middle School had 
PIE classes, but this school year, they disappeared. Instead, 
students did Edgenuity or some other learning activity.
According to Mrs. Rebecca Zahn, the associate principal, the 
classes didn’t occur this school year because “the schedule 
was different and we added a (fifth) grade and we didn’t have 
enough teachers.” 
Plans to bring back the classes are because “kids not at grade 
level need extra support, but this (school) year kids that are 
grade level had to do work that wasn’t necessarily required 
for them,” said Zahn.
 The classes will be “all at the same time,” added Zahn. That 
means the various grades will have PIE when the other grades 
are having it.
Zahn said Phoenix will have the PIE classes mixed. For 
example, a sixth grader and an eighth grader might have the 
same class together. Some of the classes will likely be choir, 
gym and art.
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Band boosted by Butzow

By Anna Lock
Phoenix Rising editor
   From a young musician, to a Warhawk, to a student of Vander-
Cook College of Music, to finally a band director at Phoenix 
Middle School, Mr. Mark Butzow has been a large contributor to 
the Delavan-Darien School District’s music department in these 
past 22 years.
   Butzow currently teaches grades 5-8, as well as eighth-grade 
stu  dents in Jazz Band. When he first started teaching, Jazz Band 
students would just rehearse during band and all of the students 
not in Jazz would just sit there with nothing to do
    “It was at that point that I asked if another class could be added 
for just those in Jazz Band. This new class would allow students 
in Orchestra to play in Jazz Band too. My request was granted 
and we have had Jazz Band as a class ever since,” said Butzow.
Typically band classes have an average of about 40 students, and 
that number has increased throughout the years.
   “When I started, Phoenix only had grades 6-8 and we had about 
90-100 kids in band. Now in grades 6-8 we have about 120 and 
with our fifth graders, I work with about 150 band students each 
week! While our student population at Phoenix has gone down 
(looking at grades 6-8 only), our percentage of students in band 
has gone up,” said Butzow.
    As a member of band myself, I think this is truly exciting 
because being in band is like being on a team; everyone must 
contribute and learn their part, and it is really great that more 

people are getting involved.
   Butzow said his favorite part about directing is “when we get 
to a point where we aren’t reviewing rhythms or notes anymore. 
This is when we really get to start making the music come alive 
from just notes and rhythms on the page.”
   He mentioned students can tell when this happens because he is 
really happy and rehearsal goes much faster. However, life isn’t 
always positive and, like everything, band has its challenges. 
Butzow said  his least favorite part about conducting band is “not 
being able to understand why a student will give up and quit 
when they are so very talented.”
   However, there are many talented students in band and Butzow 
ultimately loves his job. When asked what he would be if he 
didn’t become a conductor, Butzow replied, “I would not have 
been blessed with ever having met any of the great people that I 
work with and have worked with. This includes current and for-
mer students, band parents, and teachers!”
   With the end of the school year approaching, band was to 
perform for the Memorial Day parade (May 27) and Jazz in 
the Park (June 1 at the Phoenix Park Bandshell in Delavan). 
Butzow said he was looking forward to both of these events and 
that Jazz in the Park “is always such a blast!”
   The Memorial Day parade is more than just a parade, he 
said.
 “For many students, it will be the first time they perform for 
an audience where they are not the focal point. Our band stu-
dents get to experience the service at the cemetery and see the 
decorated grave sites of all of our nation’s veterans that have 
passed on from this life,” said Butzow. “They will hear ‘Roll 
Call’ where they read the names of all of our veterans that have 
died during the past year. They will hear ‘Taps’ played by their 
own classmates without applause afterwards, but silent reflec-
tion for those that have served and sacrificed for our freedom.”
   Previously in the school year, each grade level has had their 
winter and spring concerts, seventh and eighth graders have had 
the Corn Fest parade in Darien, the Homecoming parade, solo 
and ensemble, and the Delavan-Darien High School halftime 
show. Just eighth graders have had pep band with the D-DHS 
band, as well as the event with the seventh graders, and also 
Jazz Band had its performance at Dane County Regional Air-
port, and Symphony and Jazz in the Park approaching.
   Butzow had many outstanding accomplishments with the band 
program in his time here, and each band has had its own fantastic 
performances, with great opportunities to look forward too.

   The Phoenix Middle School band is directed by Mark Butzow.
                                                  (Photo by Phoenix Yearbook Staff)  

   Mark Butzow leads the Phoenix Middle School band in this year’s 
Memorial Day parade.                             (Photo by Wendy Shafer)  
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leges because they want the fifth graders to already know where 
they’re going to college or go beyond high school,” said Mr. Hank 
Schmelz, principal at Phoenix.
    Next school year will also feature a lot of staff changes.
   “After we passed the referendum, we have hired quite a few 
staff members,” said Schmelz. “Currently, we’re still hiring a sev-
enth-grade English teacher and a seventh and a eighth-grade math 
teacher. So we only need to hire three more teachers.”
   There will also be some more activities coming up. For example, 
there will be a STEM room, which Phoenix Middle School has 
never had before.
   “The STEM class is a science engineering and math class. In the 
STEM class, it includes the robotics club...There also two more 
rooms for that elective,” said Schmelz.
   “We also have a new auditorium, and the chairs go in June 30th. 
So I am very excited about our remodeled auditorium with the new 
theater classes. Chris Fountain, the principal that works at Turtle 
Creek, will be working over here. Mrs. Zhan will be leaving, since 
she took a job in Sun Prairie as a head principal. But, me and Mr. 
Fountain have worked together before (at Phoenix), so it won’t 
be a problem; it will be good. I’ll miss Mrs. Zhan though,” added 
Schmelz.

Phoenix changes...
Continued from page 1

Bayerl orchestrates Phoenix music

   The Phoenix Middle School orchestra is directed by Jennifer 
Bayerl. (Photo by Phoenix Yearbook Staff)

By Jaime Pehkonen
Phoenix Rising staff
   Phoenix Middle School is well known for its outstanding 
music program. One event both the Phoenix band and orchestra 
has is the symphony concert. Mrs. Jennifer Bayerl, an orches-

tra director of approximately 24 years, 
says conducting an orchestra with all 
instrument families is a fun and fulfill-
ing task for a musician like her.
   Bayerl also says that, while finding 
time for rehearsals and the pressure of 
getting the pieces put together is dif-
ficult, she believes the audience will 
be truly impressed with the group just 
like they have in the past.
   She added that, at the first sympho-
ny rehearsal, she was truly impressed 
with how the group played the piece 

“Telemann Sinfonia”. As a student who is a part of the sym-
phony group, I can´t wait to perform our pieces to the public.
   While the Phoenix orchestra may sound amazing, there is a lot 
of work that goes into every piece they play. Bayerl expresses 
the thought that while many students value their musical abili-
ties and want to strive to get better, there are some students who 
“are happy with getting by.” She believes orchestra would be 
more fun if everyone put “their best effort into learning.”

   Bayerl teaches grades 4-12. The high school orchestra tends 
to average around 70 members a year, while the middle school 
averages between 40 to 45 musicians. The number of orches-
tra students has stayed pretty stable, with only a few people 
leaving each year. Bayerl thinks one of the fun parts of being 
an eighth-grade musician is getting to play at the eighth-grade 
recognition night with all of the other musical groups.
   Bayerl wants to let people know that she is proud of the dis-
trict and its support for the music program. Lastly, she states 
that growing up with financial difficulties, she thought the use 
of a school cello was very beneficial. She knows “first hand 
what an amazing gift that was,” she says. Bayerl could not 
imagine a life without orchestra and is really grateful for the 
opportunities and experiences she has had with the Delavan-
Darien orchestra.

Teachers line up plans to enjoy summer
By Riley Flintrop
Phoenix Rising staff
   Summer vacation is quickly approaching and you know what that 
means! No more math homework. No more overdue books. You 
won’t have to prepare for a band concert or a big presentation for 
your Spanish class.
   You will be able to relax. Unwind for a few months. Maybe go 
camping or have some ice cream. The majority of us students en-
joy these summer activities and have been looking forward to them 
since school went back in session in September.
   But what about the teachers? What do they do in the summer? A    
couple of teachers shared their plans. 
    This summer, Mrs. Tammy Fumall, the seventh-grade science 
teacher, plans to “go camping in the Apostle Islands and on Mad-
eline Island, where we will be kayaking and bike riding. Daily I 
will be swimming at the YMCA and in the lake near my house
   “ I hope to read a lot of good books and play with my dog each 
day. In addition, the plan is to spend some time making homemade 
cards, as well as some other creative projects, and do some home 
improvement projects around my house, both inside and outside. 
I am really looking forward to getting some things accomplished, 
but I will really miss my students from this year.” 
    Mrs. Tiffany Poritz, a seventh-grade English Language Arts 
teacher, plans “on teaching summer school. I’m also planning on 
getting caught up on summer reading, spending time with family 
and friends, as well as teaching my dog Buster some new tricks. I 
have a couple of weekend trips planned. I look forward to enjoy-
ing as much of the beautiful weather as I can. I’ve also dedicated 
a little bit of time to help Ms. (Kassidy) Truckenbrod with her rap 
skills.”

Jennifer Bayerl
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Setting it straight
   An article appeared in the April, 2019, edition of Phoenix 
Rising that was submitted by a student, but was actually copied 
largely from a teacher’s example paper from a class. The article 
was about outer space. It was not known at the time of publish-
ing that it was not original work by the student.

Coming to Phoenix a new start

By Diana Porras
Phoenix Rising staff
   In coming to Phoenix Middle School for the first time,  
some kids know it as the place that they’d rather not go 
to, some kids know it as a great place of knowledge. Last 
of all, some kids, including me (a fifth-grader), find it as a 
welcoming school for a new start.
   Coming to this school was scary at first because I thought 
it   would be weird and confusing, but it was the complete 
opposite; it was fun, basically like any other school in the 
district, but with more older kids in it.
   I deeply feel like the hardest thing to do coming to Phoenix 
was getting used to always having older and taller people 
walking past me. I also feel like most of the other fifth graders 
will most likely feel the same as I felt in the beginning.
   At least coming to this new school was a new beginning, a 
fresh start, one that will have an effect on everyone. Thank 
you for reading my entry.

   Fifth grade was new to Phoenix Middle School this school 
year. Students work together on their Chromebooks. (Photo by 
Phoenix Yearbook Staff)

Opportunities abound in sports
By Martha Valadez
Phoenix Rising staff
   Do you like sports? A lot of us like sports and lots of us don’t re-
ally like sports. At Phoenix Middle School, there is wrestling, bas-
ketball, volleyball, track, etc. I think everyone should give sports 
a try because you might really like it and even make new friends 
through it.
   When it was around March, I did volleyball. Next school year 
I’m also going to participate in track. I hope that I will get along 
with my teammates and also make more friends.

   I also suggest that you try a sport and test out the waters. There a 
lot of really good things that come with sports - you exercise more, 
learn more and make new and or more friends.
   But there are not-so-good things about sports too. For example, 
you always need to use your time wisely in class, when you have 
a study hall, Use it because then you don’t have to worry about 
whether or not you have homework to do after your sports practice 
and or game.
   Another thing you can do is have your friends do a sport with you 
so then maybe you can get closer as friends.

   Volleyball is just one of the sports that students can get involved 
with at Phoenix Middle School.  (Photo by Phoenix Yearbook Staff)
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School staff discusses handling bullying
By Crystal Reyes
Phoenix Rising staff
   Have you ever wondered what they did when somebody is get-
ting bullied or what happens to the bully? Mr. Hank Schmelz, the 
principal at Phoenix Middle School, recently answered questions 
about what he did to handle this problem.
   When asked what he does when someone is getting bullied, 
Schmelz said he tries to get the answer out of the bully and ask 
him or her why it was done. But, if it is really bad, the school 
leaders might have to bring in the victim and the bully and have a 
conference with the parents. They might just try to fix the problem, 
but if it does get into a bigger problem, then they will have to talk 
to the parents.
   Schmelz said sometimes they have to suspend the student, but he 
never had to remove a student from the school. But, he said if it is 
repeated things, then that is bullying. If it is one time, then it could 
be bullying, depending on the problem.
   In interviewing two school counselors, they were asked how 
to help out with the problem. Mrs. Amy Sylvester-Knudtson said 
they listen what the student has to say and figure out if it is truly 
bullying because it could be other things than bullying. Then Mrs. 
Bethanie Frommgen said they have talked to the students about a 

conflict and what is bullying. If the problem is really bad, they will 
report it to Mrs. Rebecca Zahn, an associate principal, because it 
could not be the first time for the bully. Sometimes what they will 
do is hold a conference and see what they can do and often they 

will involve the parents to get their opinions.
   Sylvester-Knudtson said that some parents call them and tell 
them it is not their first time. But then there are times when people 
say it’s people when it is not, and then the school counselors have 
to educate the parents about it too. Sometimes they do suggest 
things like they cannot be together or next to each other, but they 
can´t make them do it if they don’t want too.
   Most of the time it is not bullying, but friendship conflicts. The 
word bullying is getting thrown out, but kids have to learn it could 
not be bullying, but, if it is, they should talk to an adult. People 
can’t help if they don’t know about the problem. Everyone should 
always try their best, and should reach out. Sylvester-Knudtson 
and Frommgen said take care of yourself and don’t always try to 
be the hero. Sometimes it is good to keep certain things to your-
self because otherwise rumors start and it can bring drama. Then 
it turns into a bigger problem. So if you need to talk to someone, 
reach out to the school counselors

By Anna Lock, editor
and Jamie Pehkonen
Phoenix Rising staff
   How do you feel about the end of middle school 
approaching and high school beginning? Many students feel 
excitement, nervousness and sadness, or a combination of all 
three.
   To begin with, of course leaving 
eighth grade behind is difficult 
because of leaving the teachers, 
friends and memories behind. I, 
Jamie Pehkonen, feel upset to be 
leaving a school where I learned so much that will prepare 
me for the future. Being a student at Phoenix Middle School 
was such an amazing experience.
   However, despite our feelings of leaving Phoenix behind, 
we are both looking forward to the opportunity of starting 
high school. We look forward to meeting new people and 
taking a variety of new classes.
   I, Anna Lock, am looking forward to taking on new 
challenges both academically and emotionally. Kate 
Pehkonen, a sophomore at Delavan-Darien High School, tells 
incoming freshmen: “Get all your work done, be respectful 

to teachers, and participate in 
extracurriculars.”
   I think that all incoming freshmen 
should keep this in mind as they 
start their high school careers. In 
conclusion, we are sad to be leaving 
behind a great school like Phoenix, 

but we are equally excited about starting high school at 
D-DHS.

Mixed emotions leaving Phoenix

This is the last edition of

PHOENIX RISING
for the 2018-2019 school year,

but consider joining the staff for the
2019-2020 school year.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Bring Your Ideas.

If Interested Contact Mr. Aiello at:
thomaiello@gmail.com
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Pioneering:
My three cents worth to graduates
By Thom Aiello
Phoenix Rising advisor
   This is about things that you learn in school. That makes sense, 
right?
    It used to be called offering my “two cents worth,” but I’m thinking 
with inflation over the years, let’s make 
it my three cents worth. All of which is 
me saying, no one has asked me, but if 
I were to give a graduation address at 
Phoenix Middle School, this is what I 
would tell the students. (Real graduation 
speakers can feel free to use this. Then 
we will know you are well-read. If I used 
emojis, you would have seen the smiley 
face there.)
    Ah-hem…
    When I was at St. James Catholic 
School for grades 1-8, we all knew each 
other well in class (see Calvin Lumkes’ re-
lated opinion piece in this edition), School was great - a solid learning 
experience and seeing your good friends every day, as well as partici-
pating in sports. I had teachers that really cared about the students. But, 
things changed some in seventh grade and then even more in eighth 
grade. Two teachers shared classes those two years and I was not very 
happy with either one. I loved being with my friends, but I felt I needed 
a change.
    The original plan would be that I would follow to St. Joseph High 
School in Kenosha. That is where most of my friends were going to 
go. But, after discussions with my supportive parents, I ended up going 
to ninth grade at Lance Junior High School (where it was grades 7-9). 
That meant I actually really knew just one other kid going there - my 
cousin and best friend, Joe (who had been there all along). We were part 
of the baby-boom era and Lance was a big school. I was curious how 
this venture away from what I had known for eight years of schooling 
would be like.
    Everyone, with a bit of luck, has one - a teacher who makes a differ-
ence. For me, that teacher was Judy Pace. Starting in her class, the only 
connection I could think of was that I wore Pace deodorant - go figure! 
I cannot recall at this age just what she taught me in her class. What 
I always remembered is she helped restore my confidence in myself. 
Could there be a more valuable lesson?
    By the time I reached Kenosha Tremper High School the next year, 
I was feeling great. It was one of the largest high schools in the state of 
Wisconsin at the time with what, I believe, start off at somewhere near 
1,000 students just in our one grade level! I saw somewhere a while 
ago that, as I recall, we had more than 750 students in our graduating 
class.
    So, easy to get lost in the shuffle, right? Instead, I thrived.
    Yes, everyone has struggles - that is important to note - everyone has 
them, no matter if they hide them better than others or not, no matter if 
they are small or large. The thing to know is that,upon graduation, that 
doesn’t change. Therefore, the key may be how you deal with your per-
sonal struggles. Sometimes you see other people and you think, “They 
are lucky. They are always happy. Everything goes right for them.” The 
truth is, no one is that fortunate. Maybe they are for a period of time, but 
life has a way of throwing obstacles or challenges in your way.
    For me, I leaned on my family, my friends and what I felt was a 
strong foundation. Self belief, even if at times it gets shaken. Everyone 
is good at something! Remember that. It applies to you, whoever is 
reading this.
    I had plenty of very strong teachers at Tremper also. Two of the 

biggest influences were Ferne Hoeft and Joe Trotter. Hoeft was my 
journalism teacher, creative writing teacher, and she headed up the 
school newspapers. I would go to school very early every morning to 
set up our newspaper club tables, where we raised money by selling 
doughnuts and juice, coffee or milk to other students, especially the 
early-arriving “country kids” who came off the buses. We had a very 
strong journalism program. Even though I already knew the career path 
I wanted to follow, Hoeft certainly helped keep it in focus. Many of her 
students went on to newspaper or related careers. (My work with the 
school yearbook also worked well with this.)
    So, besides making a lot of money for our school papers, what else 
was learned from selling doughnuts? I got to meet hundreds of students 
I might never have known otherwise. They used to have “jocks” and 
“freaks” (or “hippies”) in those days. But, guess what? Both parties 
liked eating doughnuts in the morning! So, a person can make friends 
with every sort of other person around. Isn’t that a great trait that carries 
on in life? That is not taught just in a classroom.
    Remember, then, that not everything you learn in high school comes 
from inside a particular classroom. The same will be true when you go 
to college or start a career, or just going about daily life. Being friendly 
and good to other people, even if they seem different than you, is very 
important. And, you may learn a lot by paying attention. (I’ll get back 
to that in a bit.)
    Trotter was an African-American social studies teacher. I went to 
high school from 1973-76. The 1960s was a time of great change in 
America, including a major civil rights movement and a growing pro-
test over a war. One thing I remember that Trotter said in class one day 
that influenced me for much of my life is that you do not need to have 
an answer to say something is not right. (This was in a time of “Love 
It or Leave It” attitudes by a portion of society, if that rings familiar.) 
Some people would say, “If you are not part of the solution, you are 
part of the problem.” Trotter helped me believe that I may not have all 
of the answers to “fix” everything, but I can still try to determine what 
is right and what is wrong.
    So, inspired in part by that, I wrote a letter to the editor to The 
Kenosha News. A former Kenoshan named Len Iaquinta was working 
for what I recall as a “think tank” in New York. He read my letter, liked 
that a student wrote it, and corresponded over time with information 
regarding journalism and such. So, there was a statement made inside 
of the classroom that led to another part of forming who I would be-
come.
    I wrote a bit ago about paying attention. Some of you graduating stu-
dents had me as a substitute teacher in the past. One time in class there was 
a video, I believe simply called, “Look Up.” Even as an adult, I learned 
from that video and still believe its message. It showed a person who was 
too busy with his nose buried in his cell phone always to notice anything 
that was actually going on around him. Then, as a recall, they showed 
what he noticed by just simply looking up. I seem to recall he met the love 
of his life who he might have just bumped into and moved on if he stayed 
looking down on his phone. There were several other examples.
So, as graduates, take the time to look up more often. Participate in life; 
don’t just be caught up constantly looking at your phone. (I often do not 
take my phone in some places so I can focus on what is really going on 
around me.)
From my experiences, what I have learned - and continue to learn every 
single day! - is what happens inside the classroom is important, what hap-
pens at work is important, what happens when you are not in class or not 
at your job is important...and the people in your life or the ones you are 
yet to meet and get to know, they are important also.
That would be my graduation speech. Hopefully, it’s worth three cents to 
someone

Thom Aiello


