
2019 Summer Reading List 
 

A note to students and their families: We have tried to include a variety of topics, genres, and styles on this 
list so that students will find books that they enjoy. Some of the titles were suggested by students, some are 
award winners, and many are highly acclaimed recent releases. Parents may want to assist their child in picking 
out appropriate books in consideration of their family’s values and children’s interests. 

 
Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner (Realistic Fiction *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Where are you guys? Text me back. That's the last message Carver Briggs will ever send 
his three best friends, Mars, Eli, and Blake. He never thought that it would lead to their 
death. Now Carver can't stop blaming himself for the accident and even worse, a powerful 
judge is pressuring the district attorney to open up a criminal investigation. Luckily, 
Carver has some unexpected allies: Eli's girlfriend, the only person to stand by him at 
school; Dr. Mendez, his new therapist; and Blake's grandmother, who asks Carver to 
spend a "goodbye day" together to share their memories and say a proper farewell. Soon 
the other families are asking for their own goodbye day with Carver--but he's unsure of 

their motives. Will they all be able to make peace with their losses, or will these goodbye days bring Carver one 
step closer to a complete breakdown or--even worse--prison? 

 
Beartown by Fredrik Backman (Sports Realistic Fiction * 2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

People say Beartown is finished. A tiny community nestled deep in the forest, it is slowly 
losing ground to the ever-encroaching trees. But down by the lake stands an old ice rink, 
built generations ago by the working men who founded this town. And in that ice rink is 
the reason people in Beartown believe tomorrow will be better than today. Their junior ice 
hockey team is about to compete in the national semi-finals, and they actually have a shot 
at winning. All the hopes and dreams of this place now rest on the shoulders of a handful 
of teenage boys. Being responsible for the hopes of an entire town is a heavy burden, and 
the semi-final match is the catalyst for a violent act that will leave a young girl 

traumatized and a town in turmoil. Accusations are made and, like ripples on a pond, they travel through all of 
Beartown, leaving no resident unaffected. 
 

 

The Cruel Prince by Holly Black (Fantasy *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Jude was seven years old when her parents were murdered and she and her two sisters 
were stolen away to live in the treacherous High Court of Faerie. Ten years later, Jude 
wants nothing more than to belong there, despite her mortality. But many of the fey 
despise humans. Especially Prince Cardan, the youngest and wickedest son of the High 
King. To win a place at the Court, she must defy him--and face the consequences. In 
doing so, she becomes embroiled in palace intrigues and deceptions, discovering her own 
capacity for bloodshed. But as civil war threatens to drown the Courts of Faerie in 
violence, Jude will need to risk her life in a dangerous alliance to save her sisters, and 
Faerie itself. 
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The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue by Mackenzi Lee    (*2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Henry “Monty” Montague doesn’t care that his roguish passions are far from suitable for 
the gentleman he was born to be. But as Monty embarks on his grand tour of Europe, his 
quests for pleasure and vice are in danger of coming to an end. Not only does his father 
expect him to take over the family’s estate upon his return, but Monty is also nursing an 
impossible crush on his best friend and traveling companion, Percy. So Monty vows to 
make this year-long escapade one last hedonistic hurrah and flirt with Percy from Paris to 
Rome. But when one of Monty’s reckless decisions turns their trip abroad into a 
harrowing manhunt, it calls into question everything he knows, including his relationship 
with the boy he adores. 
 
American Street by Ibi Zoboi          (Realistic Fiction *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

In this stunning debut novel, Pushcart-nominated author Ibi Zoboi draws on her own 
experience as a young Haitian immigrant, infusing this lyrical exploration of America 
with magical realism and vodou culture. On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, 
Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally find une belle vie—a good life. But after they 
leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving 
Fabiola to navigate her loud American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the 
grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a surprising romance, all on her own. 
Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition presents 

itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible 
choice, will she pay the price for the American dream? 
 

 
Holding Up the Universe by Jennifer Niven  (Realistic Fiction *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Everyone thinks they know Libby Strout, the girl once dubbed “America’s Fattest Teen.” 
But no one’s taken the time to look past her weight to get to know who she really is. 
Following her mom’s death, she’s been picking up the pieces in the privacy of her home, 
dealing with her heartbroken father and her own grief. Now, Libby’s ready: for high 
school, for new friends, for love, and for EVERY POSSIBILITY LIFE HAS TO OFFER. 
In that moment, I know the part I want to play here at MVB High. I want to be the girl 
who can do anything.Everyone thinks they know Jack Masselin, too. Yes, he’s got 

swagger, but he’s also mastered the impossible art of giving people what they want, of fitting in. What no one 
knows is that Jack has a newly acquired secret: he can’t recognize faces. Even his own brothers are strangers to 
him. He’s the guy who can re-engineer and rebuild anything in new and bad-ass ways, but he can’t understand 
what’s going on with the inner workings of his brain. So he tells himself to play it cool: Be charming. Be 
hilarious. Don’t get too close to anyone. Until he meets Libby. When the two get tangled up in a cruel high 
school game—which lands them in group counseling and community service—Libby and Jack are both pissed, 
and then surprised. Because the more time they spend together, the less alone they feel. . . . Because sometimes 
when you meet someone, it changes the world, theirs and yours. 
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Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds                (Verse Fiction *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

You can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband 
of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No 
crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, he gets on the elevator, 
seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he? As the elevator stops on the 
sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, is who gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. 
Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one 
bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. 
Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS 

DEAD. But Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. 
A teenage girl gets on, Will doesn’t know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray 
bullets had cut through the playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she 
wants to know is, what if Will MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each 
floor, and at each stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the 
one he thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if WILL gets off that elevator. Told in short, 
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at teenage gun 
violence. 

 
Moxie by Jennifer Mathieu                           (Realistic Fiction *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Vivian Carter is fed up. Fed up with an administration at her high school that thinks the 
football team can do no wrong. Fed up with sexist dress codes, hallway harassment, and 
gross comments from guys during class. But most of all, Viv Carter is fed up with always 
following the rules. Viv's mom was a tough-as-nails, punk rock Riot Grrrl in the '90s, and 
now Viv takes a page from her mother's past and creates a feminist zine that she 
distributes anonymously to her classmates. She's just blowing off steam, but other girls 
respond. As Viv forges friendships with other young women across the divides of cliques 
and popularity rankings, she realizes that what she has started is nothing short of a girl 
revolution. 
 
 
Radio Silence by Alice Oseman                     (Realistic Fiction *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Frances Janvier spends most of her time studying. Everyone knows Aled Last as that quiet 
boy who gets straight As. You probably think that they are going to fall in love or 
something. Since he is a boy and she is a girl. They don’t. They make a podcast. In a 
world determined to shut them up, knock them down, and set them on a cookie cutter life 
path, Frances and Aled struggle to find their voices over the course of one life-changing 
year. Will they have the courage to show everyone who they really are? Or will they be 
met with radio silence? 
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Strange the Dreamer by Laini Taylor                            (Fantasy *2020 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

The dream chooses the dreamer, not the other way around--and Lazlo Strange, war 
orphan and junior librarian, has always feared that his dream chose poorly. Since he was 
five years old, he's been obsessed with the mythic lost city of Weep, but it would take 
someone bolder than he to cross half the world in search of it. Then a stunning 
opportunity presents itself, in the form of a hero called the Godslayer and a band of 
legendary warriors, and he has to seize his chance or lose his dream forever. What 
happened in Weep two hundred years ago to cut it off from the rest of the world? And 
who is the blue-skinned goddess who appears in Lazlo's dreams? The shadow of the past 
is as real as the ghosts who haunt the citadel of murdered gods. Fall into a mythical world 
of dread and wonder, moths and nightmares, love and carnage. 
 
#MurderTrending by Gretchen McNeil                                   (Dystopian Mystery Fiction) 
 

WELCOME TO THE NEAR FUTURE, where good and honest citizens can enjoy 
watching the executions of society's most infamous convicted felons, streaming live on 
The Postman app from the suburbanized prison island Alcatraz 2.0. When 17 year old 
Dee Guerrera wakes up in a haze, lying on the ground of a dimly lit warehouse, she 
realizes she's about to be the next victim of the app. Knowing hardened criminals are 
getting a taste of their own medicine in this place is one thing, but Dee refuses to roll 
over and die for a heinous crime she didn't commit. Can Dee and her newly formed 
posse, the Death Row Breakfast Club, prove she's innocent before she ends up 
wrongfully murdered for the world to see? Or will The Postman's cast of executioners kill 
them off one by one? 

 
 
Billion Dollar Whale by Tom Wright & Bradley Hope                                     (Nonfiction) 
 

In 2009, a chubby, mild-mannered graduate of the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton 
School of Business named Jho Low set in motion a fraud of unprecedented gall and 
magnitude--one that would come to symbolize the next great threat to the global financial 
system. Over a decade, Low, with the aid of Goldman Sachs and others, siphoned billions 
of dollars from an investment fund--right under the nose of global financial industry 
watchdogs. Low used the money to finance elections, purchase luxury real estate, throw 
champagne-drenched parties with Paris Hilton and Leonardo DiCaprio, and even to 
finance Hollywood films like The Wolf of Wall Street. By early 2019, with his yacht and 
private jet reportedly seized by authorities and facing criminal charges in Malaysia and in 
the United States, Low had become an international fugitive, even as the U.S. 
Department of Justice continued its investigation. 
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The Weight of Lies by Emily Carpenter              (Mystery Fiction) 
 

A young woman investigates the 40 year-old murder that inspired her mother's bestselling 
novel, and uncovers devastating truths--and dangerous lies. Reformed party girl Meg 
Ashley leads a life of privilege, thanks to a bestselling horror novel her mother wrote 
decades ago. But Meg knows that the glow of their very public life hides a darker reality of 
lies, manipulation, and the heartbreak of her own solitary childhood. Desperate to break 
free of her mother, Meg accepts a proposal to write a scandalous, tell-all memoir. Digging 
into the past--and her mother's cult classic--draws Meg to Bonny Island, Georgia, and an 
unusual woman said to be the inspiration for the book. At first island life seems idyllic, but 
as Meg starts to ask tough questions, disturbing revelations come to light...including some 

about her mother. Soon Meg's search leads her to question the facts of a decades-old murder. She's warned to 
leave it alone, but as the lies pile up, Meg knows she's getting close to finding a murderer. When her own life is 
threatened, Meg realizes the darkness found in her mother's book is nothing compared to the chilling truth that 
lurks off the page. 

 
To Be Honest by Maggie Ann Martin                   (Realistic Fiction) 
 

Savannah is dreading being home alone with her overbearing mother after her big 
sister--and best friend--goes off to college. But if she can just get through senior year, 
she'll be able to escape to college, too. What she doesn't count on is that her mother's 
obsession with weight has only grown deeper since her appearance on an extreme 
weight-loss show, and now Savvy's mom is pressuring her even harder to be constantly 
mindful of what she eats. Between her mom's diet-helicoptering, missing her sister, and 
worrying about her collegiate future, Savvy has enough to worry about. And then she 
meets George, the cute new kid at school who has insecurities of his own. As Savvy and 

George grow closer, they help each other discover how to live in the moment and enjoy the here and now before 
it disappears. 

 
The Man Who Climbs Trees by James Aldred                                                (Nonfiction) 
 

Every child knows the allure of climbing trees. But how many of us get to make a living at 
it, spending days observing nature from the canopies of stunning forests all around the 
world? As a wildlife cameraman for the BBC and National Geographic, James Aldred 
spends his working life high up in trees, poised to capture key moments in the lives of 
wild animals and birds. Aldred’s climbs take him to the most incredible and majestic trees 
in existence. In Borneo, home to the tallest tropical rain forest on the planet, just getting a 
rope up into the 250-foot-tall trees is a challenge. In Venezuela, even body armor isn’t 
guaranteed protection against the razor-sharp talons of a nesting Harpy Eagle. In 

Australia, the peace of being lulled to sleep in a hammock twenty-five stories above the ground— after a 
grueling day of climbing and filming—is broken by a midnight storm that threatens to topple the tree. In this 
vivid account of memorable trees he has climbed (“Goliath,” “Apollo,” “Roaring Meg”), Aldred blends 
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incredible stories of his adventures in the branches with a fascination for the majesty of trees to show us the joy 
of rising—literally—above the daily grind, up into the canopy of the forest. 

NFA v. New London Football Rivalry by Brian Girasoli                       (Sports Nonfiction) 
*LOCAL AUTHOR 

Since 1875, southeastern Connecticut has played host to the oldest high school football 
rivalry in the nation: the Norwich Free Academy Wildcats versus the New London 
Whalers. This complex and competitive rivalry has inspired mayhem and merriment, from 
biased officials, cheating faculty and vandalism among students to disco-dancing coaches 
and marching band rallies. Learn how a fight during the 1951 meeting stopped the game 
for two years, how the Bulkeley Tigers (who became New London High School in 1951) 
finished their regular season in 1941 without a loss or tie and how the 1997 game ended a 
fourteen-game losing streak for the Norwich Free Academy. Join sportswriter Brian 

Girasoli as he recounts a spirit that transcends the ages and chronicles the evolution of this 135-year-old-rivalry. 
 
Puddin’ by Julie Murphy        (Realistic Fiction) 
 

The irresistible companion to the #1 New York Times bestseller Dumplin', now a Netflix 
feature film starring Danielle Macdonald and Jennifer Aniston, and a soundtrack by Dolly 
Parton! Millie Michalchuk has gone to fat camp every year since she was a little girl. Not 
this year. This year she has new plans to chase her secret dream of being a 
newscaster--and to kiss the boy she's crushing on. Callie Reyes is the pretty girl who is 
next in line for dance team captain and has the popular boyfriend. But when it comes to 
other girls, she's more frenemy than friend. When circumstances bring the girls together 
over the course of a semester, they surprise everyone (especially themselves) by realizing 

that they might have more in common than they ever imagined. A story about unexpected friendship, romance, 
and Texas-size girl power. 

 
The Field Guide to the North American Teenager by Ben Philippe          (Realistic Fiction) 
 

Norris Kaplan is clever, cynical, and quite possibly too smart for his own good. A Black 
French Canadian, he knows from watching American sitcoms that those three things don't 
bode well when you are moving to Austin, Texas. Plunked into a new high school and 
sweating a ridiculous amount from the oppressive Texas heat, Norris finds himself 
cataloging everyone he meets: the Cheerleaders, the Jocks, the Loners, and even the Manic 
Pixie Dream Girl. Making a ton of friends has never been a priority for him, and this way 
he can at least amuse himself until it's time to go back to Canada, where he belongs. Yet 
against all odds, those labels soon become actual people to Norris...like loner Liam, who 

makes it his mission to befriend Norris, or Madison the beta cheerleader, who is so nice that it has to be a trap. 
Not to mention Aarti the Manic Pixie Dream Girl, who might, in fact, be a real love interest in the making. 
But the night of the prom, Norris screws everything up royally. As he tries to pick up the pieces, he realizes it 
might be time to stop hiding behind his snarky opinions and start living his life--along with the people who have 
found their way into his heart. 
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The Space Barons by Christian Davenport  (Nonfiction) 
 

The historic quest to rekindle the human exploration and colonization of space led by two 
rivals and their vast fortunes, egos, and visions of space as the next entrepreneurial 
frontier. The Space Barons is the story of a group of billionaire entrepreneurs who are 
pouring their fortunes into the epic resurrection of the American space program. Nearly a 
half-century after Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, these Space Barons-most notably 
Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos, along with Richard Branson and Paul Allen-are using Silicon 
Valley-style innovation to dramatically lower the cost of space travel, and send humans 
even further than NASA has gone. These entrepreneurs have founded some of the biggest 
brands in the world-Amazon, Microsoft, Virgin, Tesla, PayPal-and upended industry after 

industry. Now they are pursuing the biggest disruption of all: space. This authoritative account is a dramatic tale 
of risk and high adventure, the birth of a new Space Age, fueled by some of the world's richest men as they 
struggle to end governments' monopoly on the cosmos. The Space Barons is also a story of rivalry - hard - 
charging startups warring with established contractors, and the personal clashes of the leaders of this new space 
movement, particularly Musk and Bezos, as they aim for the moon and Mars and beyond. 

 
The Seclusion by Jacqui Castle    (Dystopian Fiction) 
 

In the year 2090, America has walled itself off from the rest of the world. While on a 
routine assignment scouting the country's dwindling natural resources, Patricia "Patch" 
and her best friend, Rexx, discover a cache of dangerous contraband-- printed books from 
before the Seclusion. These texts spark an unquenchable thirst for the truth that leads to 
the arrest of Patch's father by the totalitarian Board, which runs the entire country. 
Evading their own arrest, Patch and Rexx set out across a ruined future United States. 
Along the way they learn how their country came to be this way, but their newfound 
knowledge may lead to their own demise. 

 
 
Scooby Apocalypse (BK I) by Keith Giffen          (Graphic Novel) 
 
When the world is tossed into chaos, it’s up to a group of meddling kids-Fred, Daphne, 
Velma, Shaggy, and their dog, Scooby-Doo-to solve the mystery and survive hordes of 
zombies! But can they save the day and cure everyone or will they become brain-eating 
zombies? The creatures of the night are among us, and the crew of the Mystery Machine 
has to fight to survive-because in the apocalyptic badlands of the near-future, the horrors 
are real!  
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Stronger, Faster, and More Beautiful by Arwen Dayton       (Science Fiction) 
 

The future is curious. STRONGER. Today our bodies define us. We color our hair; tattoo 
our skin; pierce our ears, brows, noses. We lift weights, run miles, break records. We are 
flesh and blood and bone. FASTER. Tomorrow has different rules. The future is no 
longer about who we are--it's about who we want to be. If you can dream it, you can be it. 
Science will make us smarter, healthier, flawless in every way. Our future is boundless. 
MORE BEAUTIFUL. This is a story that begins tomorrow. It's a story about us. It's a 
story about who comes after us. And it's a story about perfection. Because perfection has 
a way of getting ugly. 
 
 

Blacklisted! by Larry Dane Brimner               (Nonfiction) 
 

Here is the story of 19 men from the film industry who were investigated for suspected 
communist ties during the Cold War, and the 10--known as the Hollywood Ten--who were 
blacklisted for standing up for their First Amendment rights and refusing to cooperate. 
World War II is over, but tensions between the communist Soviet Union and the US are at 
an all-time high. In America, communist threats are seen everywhere and a committee is 
formed in the nation's capital to investigate those threats. Larry Dane Brimner follows the 
story of 19 men--all from the film industry--who are summoned to appear before the 
House of Representatives Committee on Un-American Activities. All 19 believe that the 

committee's investigations into their political views and personal associations are a violation of their First 
Amendment rights. When the first 10 of these men refuse to give the committee the simple answers it wants, 
they are cited for contempt of Congress and blacklisted. 

 
 
A Very Large Expanse of Sea by Tahereh Mafi (Realistic Fiction - Social Issues) 
 

It’s 2002, a year after 9/11. It’s an extremely turbulent time politically, but especially so 
for someone like Shirin, a sixteen-year-old Muslim girl who’s tired of being stereotyped. 
Shirin is never surprised by how horrible people can be. She’s tired of the rude stares, the 
degrading comments—even the physical violence—she endures as a result of her race, her 
religion, and the hijab she wears every day. So she’s built up protective walls and refuses 
to let anyone close enough to hurt her. Instead, she drowns her frustrations in music and 
spends her afternoons break-dancing with her brother. But then she meets Ocean James. 

He’s the first person in forever who really seems to want to get to know Shirin. It terrifies her—they seem to 
come from two irreconcilable worlds—and Shirin has had her guard up for so long that she’s not sure she’ll 
ever be able to let it down. 
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Cold Day in the Sun by Sara Biren        (Sports Fiction) 
 
Holland Delviss wants to be known for her talent as a hockey player, not a hockey player 
who happens to be a girl. But when her school team is selected to be featured and 
televised as part of HockeyFest, her status as the only girl on the boys’ team makes her the 
lead story. Not everyone is thrilled with Holland’s new fame, but there’s one person who 
fiercely supports her, and it’s the last person she expects (and definitely the last person she 
should be falling for): her bossy team captain, Wes. 
 

 
 
Field Notes on Love by Jennifer E. Smith                  (Realistic Fiction) 
 

It's the perfect idea for a romantic week together: traveling across America by train. But 
then Hugo's girlfriend dumps him. Her parting gift: the tickets for their long-planned 
last-hurrah-before-uni trip. Only, it's been booked under her name. Non-transferable, no 
exceptions. Mae is still reeling from being rejected from USC's film school. When she 
stumbles across Hugo's ad for a replacement Margaret Campbell (her full name!), she's 
certain it's exactly the adventure she needs to shake off her disappointment and jump-start 
her next film. A cross-country train trip with a complete stranger might not seem like the 
best idea. But to Mae and Hugo, both eager to escape their regular lives, it makes perfect 

sense. What starts as a convenient arrangement soon turns into something more. But when life outside the train 
catches up to them, can they find a way to keep their feelings for each other from getting derailed? 
 

 
A Cave in the Clouds by Badeeah Ahmed             (Nonfiction) 
*Mature Content 
Badeeah Hassan was just 18 when she witnessed firsthand the horrors of the 2014 
genocide of the Ezidi people by ISIS forces. Captured by ISIS, known locally as Daesh, 
Badeeah was among hundreds forced into a brutal human trafficking network made up of 
women and girls of Ezidi ethnicity, a much-persecuted minority culture of Iraq. Badeeah’s 
story takes her to Syria where she is sold to a high-ranking ISIS commander known as Al 
Amriki, the American, kept as a house slave, raped, and routinely assaulted. Only the 
presence of her young nephew Eivan and her friend Navine, also prisoners, keeps her from 

harming herself. In captivity, she draws on memories and stories from her childhood to maintain a small bit of 
control in an otherwise volatile situation. Ultimately, it is her profound sense of faith and brave resistance that 
lead her to escape with Eivan and reunite with family. Since her escape, Badeeah has brought her harrowing 
story of war and survival to the world’s stage, raising awareness about the little-known acts of genocide against 
her culture and the strength of a people unknown to many around the world. This captivating account of 

9 



courage extends beyond the confines of her experience; Badeeah’s story is about the resilience of women, girls, 
and persecuted groups everywhere in the face of seemingly insurmountable oppression. 

 
 
To Kill A Kingdom by Alexander Christo   
(Fantasy) 
 

Princess Lira is siren royalty and the most lethal of them all. With the hearts of seventeen 
princes in her collection, she is revered across the sea. Until a twist of fate forces her to kill 
one of her own. To punish her daughter, the Sea Queen transforms Lira into the one thing 
they loathe most--a human. Robbed of her song, Lira has until the winter solstice to deliver 
Prince Elian's heart to the Sea Queen or remain a human forever. The ocean is the only place 

Prince Elian calls home, even though he is heir to the most powerful kingdom in the world. Hunting sirens is 
more than an unsavory hobby--it's his calling. When he rescues a drowning woman in the ocean, she's more 
than what she appears. She promises to help him find the key to destroying all of siren kind for good--But can 
he trust her? And just how many deals will Elian have to barter to eliminate mankind's greatest enemy? 
 

 
Sky in the Deep by Adrienne Young    (Fantasy) 
 

Raised to be a warrior, seventeen-year-old Eelyn fights alongside her Aska clansmen in an 
ancient, rivalry against the Riki clan. Her life is brutal but simple: fight and survive. Until the 
day she sees the impossible on the battlefield―her brother, fighting with the enemy―the 
brother she watched die five years ago. Faced with her brother's betrayal, she must survive the 
winter in the mountains with the Riki, in a village where every neighbor is an enemy, every 
battle scar possibly one she delivered. But when the Riki village is raided by a ruthless clan 
thought to be a legend, Eelyn is even more desperate to get back to her beloved family. She is 

given no choice but to trust Fiske, her brother’s friend, who sees her as a threat. They must do the impossible: 
unite the clans to fight together, or risk being slaughtered one by one. Driven by a love for her clan and her 
growing love for Fiske, Eelyn must confront her own definition of loyalty and family while daring to put her 
faith in the people she’s spent her life hating. 
 

 
The Impossible Knife of Memory by Laurie Halse Anderson                   (Realistic Fiction) 
 

For the past five years, Hayley Kincaid and her father, Andy, have been on the road, never 
staying long in one place as he struggles to escape the demons that have tortured him since 
his return from Iraq. Now they are back in the town where he grew up so Hayley can attend 
school. Perhaps, for the first time, Hayley can have a normal life, put aside her own painful 
memories, even have a relationship with Finn, the hot guy who obviously likes her but is 
hiding secrets of his own. Will being back home help Andy’s PTSD, or will his terrible 

memories drag him to the edge of hell, and drugs push him over? 
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Sam & Ilsa’s Last Hurrah by Rachel Cohn & David Levithan                   (Realistic Fiction) 
 

Siblings Sam and Ilsa Kehlmann have spent most of their high school years throwing parties 
for their friends--and now they've prepared their final blowout, just before graduation. The 
rules are simple: each twin gets to invite three guests, and the other twin doesn't know who's 
coming until the partiers show up at the door. With Sam and Ilsa, the sibling revelry is 
always tempered with a large dose of sibling rivalry, and tonight is no exception. One night. 
One apartment. Eight people. What could possibly go wrong? Oh, we all know the answer is 
plenty. But plenty also goes right, as well...in rather surprising ways. 

 
 
All That I Can Fix by Crystal Chan       (Realistic Fiction) 
 

In Makersville, Indiana, people know all about Ronney--he's from that mixed-race family 
with the dad who tried to kill himself, the pill-popping mom, and the genius kid sister. If 
having a family like that wasn't bad enough, the local eccentric at the edge of town decided 
one night to open up all the cages of his exotic zoo--lions, cheetahs, tigers--and then shoot 
himself dead. Go figure. Even more proof that you can't trust adults to do the right thing.  
Overnight, news crews, gun control supporters, and gun rights advocates descend on 
Makersville, bringing around-the-clock news coverage, rallies, and anti-rallies with them. 

With his parents checked out, Ronney is left tending to his sister's mounting fears of roaming lions, stopping his 
best friend from going on a suburban safari, and shaking loose a lonely boy who follows Ronney wherever he 
goes. Can Ronney figure out a way to hold it together as all his worlds fall apart? 
 

 
This Book Is Not Yet Rated by Peter Bognanni                                           (Realistic Fiction) 
 

Movies have always helped Ethan Ashby make sense of the world. So when developers 
swoop in and say the classic Green Street Cinema is going to be destroyed to make room for 
luxury condos, Ethan is ready for battle. And so a motley crew of cinema employees comes 
together to save the place they love. There's Sweet Lou, the elderly organist with a penchant 
for not-so-sweet language; Anjo, the too-cool projectionist; Griffin and Lucas who work 
concessions, if they work at all; and Ethan, their manager (who can barely manage his own 
life). Still, it's going to take a movie miracle for the Green Street to have a happy ending. 

And when Raina Allen, Ethan's oldest friend (and possible soulmate?), comes back to town after working in 
Hollywood--cue lights and music--it seems that miracle may have been delivered. But life and love aren't 
always like in the movies. This Book is Not Yet Rated is about growing up, letting go, and realizing love hides in 
plain view--in the places that shape us, the people who raise us, the first loves who leave us, and the lives that 
fade in and fade out all around us. 
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The Lost by Natasha Preston      (Thriller Fiction) 
 

In Piper's hometown, teenagers keep disappearing, and everyone assumes they're just a 
bunch of runaways. But when yet another person disappears, Piper and her best friend 
Hazel suspect something more sinister is going on. So they decide to investigate, 
determined to learn the truth. Their search for answers leads them to the source of the 
missing people...and their captors. Piper and Hazel suddenly find themselves locked away 
in a secluded building in the middle of a privately owned forest. But the building isn't only 
meant to keep them imprisoned; every room is a test to see if they can make it out alive. 
And failure means being lost...forever. 
 
Dig. by A.S. King (Realistic Fiction) 
 

The Shoveler, the Freak, CanIHelpYou?, Loretta the Flea-Circus Ring Mistress, and 
First-Class Malcolm. These are the five teenagers lost in the Hemmings family's maze of 
tangled secrets. Only a generation removed from being Pennsylvania potato farmers, 
Gottfried and Marla Hemmings managed to trade digging spuds for developing sub- 
divisions and now sit atop a seven-figure bank account--wealth they've declined to pass on 
to their adult children or their teenage grandchildren. "Because we want them to thrive," 
Marla always says. What does thriving look like? Like carrying a snow shovel everywhere. 
Like selling pot at the Arby's drive-thru window. Like a first class ticket to Jamaica 

between cancer treatments. Like a flea-circus in a double-wide. Like the GPS coordinates to a mound of dirt in 
a New Jersey forest. As the rot just beneath the surface of the Hemmings' precious suburban respectability 
begins to spread, the far-flung grandchildren gradually find their ways back to one another, just in time to 
uncover the terrible cost of maintaining the family name. 
 

The Luminous Dead by Caitlin Starling     (Science Fiction) 
 

When Gyre Price lied her way into this expedition, she thought she’d be mapping mineral 
deposits, and that her biggest problems would be cave collapses and gear malfunctions. 
She also thought that the fat paycheck—enough to get her off-planet and on the trail of her 
mother—meant she’d get a skilled surface team, monitoring her suit and environment, 
keeping her safe. Keeping her sane. Instead, she got Em. Em sees nothing wrong with 
controlling Gyre’s body with drugs or withholding critical information to “ensure the 
smooth operation” of her expedition. Em knows all about Gyre’s falsified credentials, and 
has no qualms using them as a leash—and a lash. And Em has secrets, too . . . As Gyre 

descends, little inconsistencies—missing supplies, unexpected changes in the route, and, worst of all, shifts in 
Em’s motivations—drive her out of her depths. Lost and disoriented, Gyre finds her sense of control giving way 
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to paranoia and anger. On her own in this mysterious, deadly place, surrounded by darkness and the unknown, 
Gyre must overcome more than just the dangerous terrain and the Tunneler which calls underground its home if 
she wants to make it out alive—she must confront the ghosts in her own head. But how come she can’t shake 
the feeling she’s being followed? 
 

Diary of a Dead Man On Leave by David Downing (Historical Fiction) 
 

In April 1938, a man calling himself Josef Hofmann arrives at a boarding house in Hamm, 
Germany, and lets a room from the widow who owns it. Fifty years later, Walter Gersdorff, 
the widow’s son, who was eleven years old in the spring of 1938, discovers the carefully 
hidden diary the boarder had kept during his stay, even though he never should have 
written any of its contents down. What Walter finds is a chronicle of one the most 
tumultuous years in German history, narrated by a secret agent on a deadly mission. Josef 
Hofmann was not the returned Argentinian immigrant he’d said he was—he was a 
communist spy under Moscow’s command trying to reconnect with remaining members of 

Germany’s suppressed communist party. Hofmann’s bosses believe the common workers are the only way to 
stop the German war machine from within. Posing as a railroad man, Hofmann sets out on his game of “Russian 
roulette,” approaching Hamm’s ex-party members one at a time and delicately feeling out their allegiances. He 
always knew his mission would most likely end in his death, and he was satisfied to make that sacrifice for the 
revolution if it could help stop Hitler and his abominable ideology. But as he grows close to the Gersdorffs, 
accidentally stepping into the role of the father Walter never had, Hofmann begins to wish for another kind of 
hope in his life. 

 
The Invited by Jennifer McMahon        (Horror) 
 

In a quest for a simpler life, Helen and Nate have abandoned the comforts of suburbia to 
take up residence on forty-four acres of rural land where they will begin the ultimate, 
aspirational do-it-yourself project: building the house of their dreams. When they discover 
that this beautiful property has a dark and violent past, Helen, a former history teacher, 
becomes consumed by the local legend of Hattie Breckenridge, a woman who lived and 
died there a century ago. With her passion for artifacts, Helen finds special materials to 
incorporate into the house--a beam from an old schoolroom, bricks from a mill, a mantel 
from a farmhouse--objects that draw her deeper into the story of Hattie and her 

descendants, three generations of Breckenridge women, each of whom died suspiciously. As the building 
project progresses, the house will become a place of menace and unfinished business: a new home, now 
haunted, that beckons its owners and their neighbors toward unimaginable danger. 
 

 
Road Tripped by Pete Hautman  
(Fiction) 
 

Steven Gerald Gabel—a.k.a. Stiggy—needs to get out of Minnesota. His father recently 
took his own life, his mother is a shell of the person she used to be, and his sort- of- 
girlfriend ghosted him and skipped town. What does he have left to stick around for? 
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Armed with his mom’s credit card and a tourist map of Great River Road, Stiggy sets off in his dad’s car. The 
only problem is, life on his own isn’t exactly what he expected and, soon enough, he finds himself at a 
crossroads: keep running from his demons, or let them hitch a ride back home with him. 
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