
Minutes 

Watertown Board of Education 

Curriculum and Instruction Sub Committee Meeting 

Monday November 27, 2017 – 6:00 p.m. 

Watertown High School  

Lecture Hall 

 

 

Members Present: Cathie Rinaldi, Chairman of Policy & Labor Committee 

   Janelle Wilk, Committee Member     

   

Members Absent:  None 

 

Others Present:  Leslie Crotty, Chairman, Board of Education 

   Vic Vincenzi, Board of Education 

   Rob Makowski, Board of Education 

   Tom Lambert, Board of Education 

   Cheryl Albino, Board of Education 

   Ms. Josephine Rosa, Board of Education 

   Dr. Bridget Carnemolla, Superintendant of Schools 

   Dr. Janet Parlato, Director of Curriculum and Instruction  

       

 

1.  Convene Meeting 

 

Ms. Rinaldi, Chairman of the Curriculum and Instruction Committee, convened the meeting at 

6:00 p.m. and then immediately turned the meeting over to Dr. Parlato to discuss the update on 

the 2017 test reports. 

 

2. Review of the Meeting 

 

Dr. Parlato began the meeting by reminding the committee what standardized tests were given 

and in what grades they are administered: 

Smarter Balanced (SBAC) – Grades 3 – 8 which are tested in Literacy/Language Arts and Math 

CT Mastery Test (CMT) – Science Grades 5 & 8, CT Academic Performance Test (CAPT) – Gr. 10 

SAT – High School for College Placement 

Advanced Placement (AP) – College level studies to earn college credit depending on score of 

test 

Dr. Parlato went over some highlights of these tests: highest placement in our DRG across all 

grade levels, continued incremental progress with additional action steps in math, strong 

performance in Science. This is the second year that SAT is required in grade 11 and AP test 



scores rose in five of the tested areas with more students scoring at a level 3 or higher than they 

have in the last five years. 

Dr. Parlato reminded the team what the district reference group (DRG) is. We are in DRG D, 

which is made up of towns with similar incomes and percentages of families with single parent 

families, families below poverty level, non-English speaking, parents with a Bachelor’s degree, or 

parents in white collar or management positions. She went over cohort data which is data that 

compares the children year over year as they continue in the school system. For instance, it will 

show all data for a current student in grade 8, with the average scores for those students in both 

grades 6 and 7 to compare. This is done for all students since SBAC began. 

 

A. SBAC Language Arts/Mathematics 

In our current DRG, the following is the information for each grade: 

English/Language Arts: the percentage of children that meet state standards 

Grade 3 – 63.2% Grade 4 – 60.2% Grade 5 – 70.0%  

Grade 6 – 59.2% Grade 7 – 68.4% Grade 8 – 58.2% 

Mathematics: 

Grade 3 – 63.7% Grade 4 – 44.9% Grade 5 – 50.7% 

Grade 6 – 39.2% Grade 7 – 38.7% Grade 8 – 44.3% 

 

Dr. Parlato discussed what both of these sets of scores meant. In the section for ELA, we are 

doing well and have been consistently raising our scores over the last five years that the test 

has been administered. As a district, they are very proud at how well these test scores are. 

The next steps for Math are to begin using textbook and online resources to provide solid 

curriculum, work with fact fluency and problem solving, additional professional learning for 

teachers, instructional support through Ms. Archibald with lesson modeling and analysis, 

and development of a variety of assessments. They will also continue planned practice with 

computer based assessments. As a district, they are very aware of the math scores and are 

working hard to continuously improve the scores. 

 

B. CT Mastery Test (CMT) & CT Academic Performance Test (CAPT) 

There are five performance levels: advanced, goal, proficient, basic and below basic. The 

expectation is for each grade is to meet the goal level. The scores below are at percent to 

goal or above. 

Grade 5 – 68.0% Grade 8 – 71.4% Grade 10 – 43.3% 

 

Dr. Parlato noted that this was the last year that these specific tests will be given. Going 

forward, in 2018 and beyond, will be Next Generation Science. 2018 will be the field test 

year for this exam. The testing will continue in grades 5 & 8, but will move to grade 11 in 

high school. The curriculum is being rewritten and tasks and assessments will be revised to 

align with the new Science standards. 

 

 



C. SAT 

This test has two tested areas as well; English and Math. The high score in both areas is 800. 

The scores below represent the percent of children that are meeting or exceeding standard. 

 

English – 68.3% Math – 35.4% 

 

There are several steps that are in place for the increase of scores for the SAT. We will have 

a comprehensive review of the format and questions of the new SAT so that the 

assessments will include questions that will mirror the SAT. The analysis of tasks and 

assessments from grades K – 12 will look for level of challenge. We have a SAT preparation 

course that is offered at WHS and will have the guidance office encourage more students to 

enroll in it. Students will also go over with their counselors the SAT preparation materials 

which include books and online sources, such as Kahn Academy. When students register for 

this academy, it will link to their SAT prep and prepare them for the test. 

 

D. Advanced Placement Testing (AP) 

Advanced placement courses are offered to juniors and seniors at Watertown High. These 

courses provide students with college level content while still in high school in a nationally 

recognized program. Students take the AP exam (student pays for this test) and are scored 

on a 1 – 5 scale, with 5 being the highest. Introductory college courses can be skipped or 

college credit can be granted with a score of 3 in less competitive colleges and with a score 

of 4 or 5 in more competitive colleges. Dr. Parlato went over the last five years of AP test 

scores. There are currently 13 courses that offer an AP test. Out of the 13 courses, 7 courses 

had an average score in 2017 of a 3 or better. Of all of the AP exams taken in 2017 (there 

were 228): 

11% scored a 5 

20% scored a 4 

32% scored a 3 

25% scored a 2 

13% scored a 1 

 

Dr. Parlato went over the next steps in the AP courses to note that there will be a creation 

of advances placement prep courses in grades 9 & 10. There will be a creation of advanced 

placement professional learning community groups on top of their content area to discuss 

themes and skill based needs for common assessments. We will be working through the 

counseling department to better educate students and teachers on the importance of the 

AP courses and the need to grow these programs through systematic scheduling. We will be 

creating structures that encourage common question types throughout all levels of courses 

and visiting other schools to compare AP course curricula. 

 

E. Statewide Career and Technical Education Assessment 



Of the 12 listed schools, Watertown High School ranked 9th with 87 concentrators taking the 

assessment. Individual test results are as follows: 

CADD – 7th of 51 schools 

Marketing – 17th of 55 schools 

Medical Careers – 14th of 31 schools 

Personal Finance – 11th of 69 schools 

Wood Technology – 3rd of 53 schools 

 

F. Conclusion  

Dr. Parlato went over our effective use of resources. In math, we have provided a common 

resource in the textbook series in grades 1 – 5. We have Ms. Archibald as our Mathematics 

Instructional Specialist in grades K – 6 who creates model lessons with teachers, created 

assessments, creates resource libraries over seven grade levels while also traveling to four 

of the five schools. 

We now have certified computer teachers in grades K – 5, computer instruction from grades 

K – 8 and this will be especially helpful as all standardized testing will be computer based. 

Library media specialists in grades K – 5 will be giving instruction in research, finding 

sources, reinforcing reading, writing and problem solving, all of which are key skills for 

students. Finally, full day kindergarten provides the solid and necessary foundations for all 

future learning and achievement. 

There are some points to consider moving forward with our future needs. Professional 

development will continue in a variety of assessments. This will be from creating 

appropriate multiple choice questions to more complex performance tasks. There will be 

more support needed for English language learnings as there is an increasing population of 

students who are learning English as a second language. We will need to continue to 

search/hire a Mathematic Instructional Support Specialist for grades 7 – 12. 

 

 

3.  Adjournment 

 

Ms. Rinaldi adjourned the meeting at 7:27 p.m. 

 

She then called for a motion to adjourn. 

 

Subject:  Motion to Adjourn  

Motion Presented by: Mr. Vicenzi 

Motion Seconded by: Mr. Lambert 

 

Motion Passed 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Mindi Davidson 



Recording Secretary 


