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Pending BOE Approval 

 

Watertown Board of Education 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting Date:   May 08, 2017 

Meeting Time:   7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Place:   Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

Members Present:  Mr. Tom Lambert, Vice Chairman 

    Ms. Janelle Wilk, Secretary      

Mr. Robert Makowski  

Ms. Cathie Rinaldi 

Mr. Victor Vicenzi       

    Mr. Jim Gambardella       

    Ms. Cheryl Albino      

 

Members Absent:  Ms. Leslie Crotty, Chairman 

    Ms. Josephine Cavallo-Rosa      

           

Others Present:   Dr. Bridget Carnemolla – Superintendent of Schools   

    Ali Deka – Student Council Representative    

    

          

    

A. Convene Regular Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 

 

B. Salute to the Flag   

 

C. Roll Call – Ms. Davidson  

 

D. Minutes 

Agenda Item:   D.1 

 Subject:   Minutes of the April 24, 2017 Regular Board of   

     Education Meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Mr. Vicenzi 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Makowski 
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Text of the Motion: Mr. Chair, I move that the board approve of the minutes 

of the April 24, 2017 regular meeting of the Board of 

Education as presented. 

  

 Discussion:   None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   Ms. Wilk 

 Vote:    Motion Passes  

 

E. Report from Student Council Representative – Ali Deka 

 

Good Evening, at John Trumbull, another Gotcha Reward Day was celebrated, with 2482 

“Gotchas” being awarded over the past 20 school days showing that the students understand 

what it means to be ready, responsible, and respectful. The school won the Mystic Aquarium 

Penguin Challenge and had a visit from Yellow Silver, a 20 year old, 8 pound penguin, learning 

what we can to do to save the African penguins. 

 

In Judson School, Senator Berthel provided a tour of the State Capitol to all fifth grade classes on 

Monday, May 1st. Mrs. Mathews fourth grade class enjoyed their final, fourth trip to the 

Flanders Nature Center, having taken discovery hikes, engaged in wildlife observation, and 

experienced collaborative hands-on environmental science activities. 

 

At Polk School, SBAC testing began with no issues to report. A pep rally was held last Friday. The 

book fair will take place at Polk from May 9th through May 11th, with an outdoor movie night 

being hosted by the PTO on Friday the 12th. Nicole Ramirez was selected to go onto the national 

portion of the Invention Convention in Washington DC on June 1st, having invented the butter 

stick, essentially a glue stick with butter in it -- it is geared towards kids who have trouble 

buttering their own bread or other similar food items. 

 

At Swift Middle School, three inventors were sent to the State of Connecticut Invention 

Convention at UConn -- Erica Gugliotti, Jessica Stango, and Avery O’Connell. Out of the three, 

Erica and Jessica were chosen as Recognized Inventors, and Avery was chosen to go onto the 

National Invention Convention in Washington DC. On May 4th, 123 Swift eighth graders traveled 

to Boston for the Grade 8 Field Trip, visiting the Science Museum, the Freedom Trail, Duck Tour, 

and a performance of Sheer Madness.  

 

And at Watertown High School, we are happy to again welcome the local registrar's office to our 

school on May 8th to assist eligible students in registering to vote. The next PTO/Project 

Graduation meeting will be Tuesday May 16th at 6:45 in the Library. On May 5th, we hosted the 

Junior prom for the Class of 2018 at the Grand Oak Villa. Thank you. 
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F. Award Recognition 

 
a.) The Watertown Board of Education wishes to recognize the following Second Grade 

Students from John Trumbull Primary School. These students were chosen for their 
extraordinary acts of kindness to peers. 
 
Makayla Malagutti   Diana Adebambo 
Amelia O’Mara   Tessa Mitchell 
Nathan Garbrecht   Kayla Barker 
Isabella Quinlan   Emma Lautenschlager 
 

b.) The Watertown Board of Education wishes to congratulate the following students chosen by 
their principals from the middle and high schools, to receive the Connecticut Association of 
Boards of Education (CABE) Student Leadership Award. Students were chosen based on 
their exceptional leadership skills. We are pleased to announce our 2017 award winners: 
 
Swift Middle School   Watertown High Schoo 
Ryan Murphy – Grade 8  Nicolette Meka – Grade 12 
Jamie Baker – Grade 8  Spencer Deros – Grade 12 
 

c) School Nurses Week - May 8 through May 12, 2017 
 

The Board of Education would like to thank the school nurses for all their outstanding efforts 
and dedicated services to the students and staff in the Watertown Public and Parochial 
Schools.  The Board wishes to recognize the following School Nurses: 
 

 Jessica Bolin-Judson Elementary School 

 Carol Crean-Polk Elementary School 

 Anna DeMayo-John Trumbull Primary School 

 Sarah Simmons-John Trumbull Primary School 

 Michelle Spagnoletti-Watertown High School 

 Ann Terzigni-Swift Middle School 

 Lynn Kelly-St. John’s School 

 Susan Mucciacciaro-St. Mary Magdalen 
 

 

 
G. Superintendent’s Recommendations and Report 

 
1. Appointments – (Information Only) 

 
Ms. Maria Teixeira to the position of Homework Club Advisor at Swift Middle School for the 
remainder of the 2016-2017 school year, being paid half of the contractual stipend of 
$774.50.  
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2. Transfers – (Information Only) 
 
None 
 

3. Resignations – (Information Only) 
 
Ms. Pamela Jenusaitis, from the position of Language Arts Teacher at Swift Middle School, 
effective June 21, 2017, for the purpose of retirement.  
 
Ms. Lauren Powers, from the position of  Social Studies Teacher at Watertown High School, 
effective June 20, 2017,  for personal reasons. 

 
4. Superintendent’s Report 
 

 Thank you. Over the past two weeks, I had a visit to John Trumbull. The day I planned to be 

 there was the day that there were a good number of field trips out. On the day that I was there, 

 I did get to see some of our incoming Kindergartners that go to through the classes for a mini 

 visit and they came from some of the day cares in town and preschools, so that was great. They 

 integrated with some of our current students and got to meet some of the teachers. Thank you 

 to Mrs. Meka and the staff at John Trumbull for that. I did get to spend an entire day at Swift, 

 and I made it through most of the building, so that was a good day that I go to see almost all of 

 our classes. Thank you to Mrs. Lerz for facilitating that.  

 I met with Mrs. Harris from the Watertown Lions Club, and I think we have talked about this 

 before, but the Lions Club has been hopeful that we would be able to bring the Leo Club from 

 the middle school to the high school. Currently we do not have a Leo Club at the high school, we 

 only have one at Swift Middle School and it is the second largest in the state. So I did meet with 

 Mrs. Harris on that and we are making the preparations to move that forward, and if all goes 

 according to plan, we should have a Leo Club next year at WHS. 

 Thank you to the Senior Center that invited me to have lunch with them this past Thursday and 

 have a chance to sit and speak to many members of the community at the senior center. That is 

 always a fun time to spend 45 minutes to talk to them about issues, concerns, the budget and so 

 on. Also last week, Dr. Parlato, Mrs. Lerz, Mrs. Scully and I attended the Rotary Luncheon and 

 that was to honor our Teach of the Year from the previous year, Ms. Becky Borbas. We have 

 already honored her here, as you know, and the Rotary usually does it in the Spring. As it was, 

 the Rotary did it on the heels of the committee meeting to choose the forthcoming teacher of 

 the year. That has happened behind the scenes and has been quiet for the time being, because 

 as you know, we like to put things into place to surprise the winner and by the next time that we 

 are here I will be able to speak to that, and we are really looking forward to that.  

 We had a chromebook cart purchased by the Polk PTO, which we are very grateful for, and 

 thank you to IT who had that installed two weeks ago. We have also been doing a lot in the IT 

 department to prepare for the summer, the roll over for powerschool, the new methods of 

 communication, and Mr. Turner is working for some new software choices so that we will have 

 working emails for all of our students to communicate via district emails to go back and forth 
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 with teachers, which is essential to the technology they are using today. They have also had 

 quite a bit of work this past week in IT getting ready for the SBAC testing, SAT tests, AP tests and 

 so forth, so thank you to the IT department for ensuring that we are set for testing. 

 

H. Makerspace Presentation 
  

Ms. Laura Meka, Principal of John Trumbull Primary School, will update the Board on the 
Makerspace process, educational values, training and creative endeavors. 
 

 Ms. Meka – Thank you. What is a Makerspace? It is a collaborative workspace, a place to 

 explore, create, tinker, think critically and bring imagination to life. But it is more than that. It 

 can be anything from a repurposed bookcart filled with arts and craft supplies to a table in the 

 corner set out with Legos, to a full blown lab with 3D printers, laser cutters and hand tools. No 

 two schools spaces are exactly alike. Makerspaces are as unique as the school district that they 

 represent. Makes are artists, crafters, knitters, seamstresses, builders, programmers, engineers, 

 hackers, painters, woodworkers, tinkerers, inventors, bakers, graphic designers, boards of 

 education, and of course, students. (video presentation shown) 

 So, the purposes of our maker space is to promote skills important to 21st century skill learning, 

 as well as life, maker spaces allow students to become initiators who persevere, collaborate, 

 problem solve, and innovate. Students who are creative, confident, critical thinkers, as well as 

 flexible. Maker spaces are aligned to our standards and you can see here, up on the 

 presentation, what they are. Our kids are thinking critically through math and science, but now 

 will have this extra opportunity. The maker space will be 30 minutes once a week for the school 

 year. All students will be able to solve a range of problems, making productive use of their 

 knowledge and problem solving strategies. The room began as a cleaned out room with nothing 

 in it, and now when you walk in it is absolutely unbelievable. I would like to think my amazing 

 PTO, where this started as a conversation back in January, to me visiting a school with them that 

 has a maker space, and through their dedication, this is up and running in less than five months. 

 Ms. Calabrese – Thank you. Our awesome PTO asked us if we would like to go to a 

 developmental session and Bristol that was sponsored by the Bureau of Education. It was about 

 promoting maker spaces and we bought right in. Since we weren’t sure what a maker space 

 was, and we were learning as we went, it was a perfect opportunity for us. The presenter was 

 from Kansas and had a maker space in her library and showed us at the maker movement is 

 nothing new. She gave us a wide variety of themes and names for a maker space and with all of 

 the choices, we decided to just make it a maker space. She explained us that real people make 

 real things while using examples of real people, like Steve Jobs, who was just tinkering in his 

 garage and then Apple was made. She went on to give us examples of a teenager in Kansas who 

 created a functioning prosthetic hand for a nine-year-old family friend to use. When we start 

 off, at the K – 2 level, anything can happen. Through her pictures and slides in her presentation, 

 we visited the American school of Bombay, which is a K- 12 school, which has eight maker 

 spaces. They had an opening on a Saturday and invited the parents and explained what coding 

 was in explained all of the games that they made. So here, at John Trumbull, we’re little worried 
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 about how our friends would leave these creations behind, so she put in our heads that we 

 could create a wall of fame, so they could and do their creations after they had taken pictures of 

 what they made. She finally shared with us that we can also create a maker Saturday, which 

 would kind of be like an open house, so we will be talking about that and possibly also inviting 

 our senior center to see what that is all about. 

 Ms. Caprari – The design thinking process is really the engineering design process and basically 

 it tells you that the theory may change but the design is the same. You ask, decide on a problem 

 that needs solving, and then you imagine and spend time thinking and learning about the 

 problem. You think about what it means to solve the problems or complete the challenge and 

 then we plan, draw, or design our best ideas. We ask what materials we may need and then we 

 create where we follow our plan, develop prototypes, and then test your prototypes. Last, we 

 improve, where we think what went well, what didn’t work, what would you do better, and then 

 you repeat the process. What we thought, was that it was a simple way to create the activities, 

 but should we just have them do the activity and we thought no, we want to give them the 

 framework for thinking. That is where we came up with the design thinking process wall. 

 Ms. Collier – I wanted to talk to a little bit about the challenge ideas we had in our maker space. 

 There are seven different centers or stations available to the children, but one center in 

 particular is the challenge station. In this area of the students have opportunities to collaborate 

 with their peers working towards a particular goal. They will then have an opportunity to test 

 out. They will have an opportunity to observe their product, asking themselves if it was 

 successful and did it work. Can we be approach the situation and make it better? If it went well, 

 great, how can we make it better? If it didn’t go great, what we do to fix it? This is an area that 

 will have 4 to 5 different challenges available and will they will change on a monthly basis. It will 

 give students the opportunity to work with different materials, different types of challenges, a 

 chance to motivate themselves each time they get to a challenge station. 

 Ms. Kellnhauser – I just wanted to take a moment to talk to you about how we, as the PTO, got 

 this process going. The first thing I did was to invite Mrs. Mecca and our PTO president to visit 

 the maker space in the school that I work in. I worked with my teachers in my school and so they 

 tend to help set up our space so I have a little bit of experience to bring to the table. I kind of 

 knew what went well and what didn’t go well and what we could bring to the table at John 

 Trumbull. We read a resource book about all things to do and not to do about what it means to 

 be a maker space. We started a list, and we borrowed and a shared my school, and we took 

 their list. We divided up the list and looked to see what works for John Trumbull and what may 

 not work. I teach in a K – 5 school so there are a lot of things in our maker space that don’t 

 belong in a K – 2 school. So we went through the list, look to videos, Googled things, and 

 decided what worked and what didn’t. As a PTO, we did have a budget of around $20,000. We 

 are not all the way there yet, as we are holding over some money to keep it restocked keep it 

 refurbished. We have seven different stations in the maker space that we came up with: 

 Brainstorming, (the design thinking process), Tinker (every possible building toy you can think 

 of), Imagine (green screen, IPad, theatre), Create (crafting station), Challenge (materials to meet 

 all challenges, that will change monthly), Repurpose (all different types of recycled material), 

 Plug – in (high tech area, robots, coding). 



Watertown Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes  May 08, 2017                                                                                                                                                                                               
Page 7 

 Ms. Meka – I wanted to remind you you’re invited to our grand opening and to please bring 

 your invention. There will be children there that are going to want to see your creations. Thank 

 you.  

   
I. Public Participation (Please state name, address and topic of discussion) 

 
 None 

 
J. Committee Reports:  

 
Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Ms. Cathie Rinaldi, Chair – No 
Policy and Labor Committee, Mr. Victor Vicenzi, Chair – No 
Budget and Finance Committee, Mr. Thomas Lambert, Chair – Yes 
 
A reminder to vote in our town wide referendum on Tuesday, May 16. 
 
Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Thomas Lambert, Chair – No 
Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Robert Makowski, Chair – No 
 

K. Communications – Secretary  
 
None 
 

L. Report from the Board Chair 
 
None 
 
 

M. Action Items – Adoption of Items to be Approved by Consent 
 

Agenda Item:   M.1 

Subject: Consideration of the Approval of the Watertown Annual 

Healthy Food Certification Statement under Section 10-

215F of the CT General Statutes (C.G.S.) 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Wilk 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Gambardella 

 

Text of the Motion: Mr. Chair, I move that the Board approve of the 

Watertown Annual Healthy Food Certification 

Statement under Section 10-215F of the CT General 

Statutes. 

Discussion: None 
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 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

 

N. Future Agenda Items and Board Members’ Comments 

 

Dr. Carnemolla – I just wanted to thank you again, not only for what you did to get it going, but 

also for working so closely with Mrs. Meka, thank you to the teachers who were here tonight 

and also to Mrs. Meka, because as you can see, we are looking to show that this is a joint effort, 

which you can see is clear when you visited and the shared knowledge, that was talked about 

here tonight, but also they collaborated to put this presentation together for us tonight. I know 

that none of you has an abundance of time to go around, so I really appreciate you doing that 

and coming here to share it with us. Thank you. 

 

O. Public Participation (Please state name, address and topic of discussion) 

 
None 
 

P. Adjournment 

 

 Agenda Item:   P.1 

 Subject:   Adjournment  

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Rinaldi 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Albino 

 

 Text of the Motion:  Madame Chair, I move that we adjourn. 

 

 Discussion:   None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Mindi Davidson 

Recording Secretary 
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Janelle Wilk 

Secretary of the Board 


