
Needville High School  
Summer Assignment 2019-20 

AP English 4 
Dear Future AP English Literature student, 
 
Congratulations on your choice of the AP course in Literature (AP English 4) for your senior year.  
 
John Donne wrote that “No man is an island”. We interact. We connect. We depend on each other whether we realize 
it or not. But in addition to examining our differences, we must also examine our similarities in order to connect our 
islands and create a common sense of humanity throughout the world. It is with this idea in mind that I look forward to 
embarking with you on what is sure to be the beginning of a challenging but rewarding year together. 
 
At this point in your school career, I suppose the following things should go without saying, but I’m going to say them 
anyway because it makes me feel better. 
 
Summer reading blunders you should avoid: 
 

● Procrastinating. AP texts require thoughtful contemplation and reflection. Granted, you will be tested on the 
novel in the first week of school, so it may be best to complete your English assignment gradually or a little 
later in the summer so you don’t forget details, but you certainly shouldn’t wait until the week before Aug. 12 
to start. 

 
● Believing you can come to class prepared only with your verbal wit. The College Board acknowledges that 

you are fluent conversationalists – but that some of you “may have fallen into the sloppy habit of offering 
opinions about a text [you] have not read” (College Board, p. 33). This behavior is not acceptable at this 
level. Do your classmates, your teacher, and yourself a favor – READ THE TEXT so you can competently 
participate. 

 
● Depending upon Sparknotes, Shmoop, etc. It is always good to get an overview of what you are reading, but 

reliance on these types of notes will not help you prepare for your AP test, if that is your goal for taking the 
class.Furthermore, I am not interested in what Sparknotes or Shmoop say. Indeed, I can (and have) already 
visited them with regards to each and every work I assign my AP and Pre-AP students. I am interested in 
your ideas, interpretations, and arguments. I want to know what you think. Referring to those websites as a 
substitute for reading the assigned literature yourself will color your thinking and prevent you from 
developing your own ideas. 

 
To access your assignment, please go to Google Classroom and enter the code below to 
join the 2019 AP English 4 - Summer assignment group. You MUST join this group and 
turn in required assignments via this group if you wish to be in the AP English 4 class. 
 
Class code: rv451k 
 
Remember, summer work must be turned in to Google Classroom no later than Mon. August 12, 2019. This policy 
applies to students who have already requested AP English 4 AND those who plan to appeal to enter the class. 
Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic removal from the class.  
NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 
Have a wonderful summer. I look forward to learning with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Laura Nix-Tinsman 
nixL@needvilleisd.com 
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What follows is your summer assignment for our class. I cannot stress this next part enough: 
 
If you get stuck, please do not hesitate to text or call me for clarification.  
My cell phone # is (713)501-5150. 
 
YOU ARE NOT BOTHERING ME WHEN YOU CONTACT ME ABOUT SCHOOL WORK. I will be glad to help if I can. I 
would much rather hear from you over the summer than find out on the first day of school that you were unable to 
complete your assignments and will no longer be enrolled in our class.  
 
Summer Assignment Glossary: 
 
Active reading – As you read the novel, you will need to underline, circle, or otherwise mark significant elements in the 
text. 

 
Theme – A central “big idea” about life that unifies and controls an entire literary work. It may be directly stated in the 
book, or it may only be implied. Keep in mind that you should be documenting themes and evidence in support of those 
themes in addition to writing for a prompt regarding a theme by the time you’ve completed your reading. 
 
Annotate – Develop a system to take notes WITHIN the text while actively reading. You may use Post-its, color 
coding on the pages of the book, index cards---the choice is yours. 
 
Dialect – much of this novel includes southern, uneducated dialect (the way a person speaks determined by the region 
they live in, their level of education, and/or the generation they are a part of). It’s easiest if you try to sound out the words 
exactly as they are spelled and read those parts of the novel out loud to get the best impression of what is being 
said. 
 
 
Assignment 1 -  Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
 
Any unabridged version of the text will be fine; however, you must have a hard copy of the book since you will be 
annotating in it. Please note, I typically have no problem with electronic texts (indeed, I personally prefer them when 
reading for pleasure!). For this assignment, you will be allowed to use your annotated text while writing an essay for  
a major grade, but electronic texts will not be allowed this time. 
  
As you actively read the novel, annotate for the following: 

● significant plot points—identify and evaluate what seems interesting, thematically relevant, or open to 
interpretation 

● character development— examine how the character is initially described indirectly (through their actions or 
speech) or directly (physical description) and how that character develops (dynamic character) or remains the 
same (static character) throughout the novel. 

● conflict—determine and analyze the major conflicts of the novel: man vs. man (external); man vs. self (internal); 
man vs. authority (external); man vs. society (external) 

● symbolism—analyze the use of symbols (objects or places meant to represent something more than the literal) 
that convey something significant within the plot or character development. 

 
Read the biography of the author, Zora Neal Hurston: http://www.biography.com/people/zora-neale-hurston-9347659.  
It will better help you understand the context of the era and the perspective of a black woman in the early 20th century.  
  
During the first week of school, you will take a test over the novel. You will also choose one of three AP test-style prompts 
and write a fully developed in-class essay over the novel. Your essay MUST INCLUDE specific, quoted text to support 
your claims. Obviously, the more thoroughly you cover active reading and annotations, the better your in-class essay will 
likely be. Failing the summer reading exam or essay may result in removal from the course. 
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Assignment 2 - Write a college essay 
 
You will need to do a considerable amount of introspection to complete this essay, which is meant to be personal and 
should reveal your intellect, desire, and character. This is an application essay in which you should not TELL a story - 
you should SHOW who you are through your personal experiences. Therefore, you should avoid using passive verbs 
like "is/was" or "are/were" and replace them with active verbs that show action and emotion.  
 
You will be writing about one of your favorite subjects: YOURSELF! Although you should write in first person, avoid 
overusing personal pronouns like "I" and "my", etc. Although the structure is somewhat open, make sure your reader 
can follow with a clear beginning, middle, and end.  
 
Hints and tips:  

● A great application essay will present a vivid personal and compelling view of you.  
● Narrow your topic and keep your focus on one great idea. Admissions officers read hundreds of essays 

each day, and they have many submissions on the same few topics. Try to make yours unique.  
● Avoid writing about the 4 “D’s”: death, divorce, drugs, and depression. Don’t think that you must have had a 

tragedy or trauma in your life to have an effective essay topic. You can write about common happenings 
such as riding a bicycle or failing a test; the magic comes in how you approach the topic.  

● Make sure the real you comes out in your essay. VOICE is of utmost importance: your personal voice must 
be communicated through your writing style.  

 
Choose ONE of the following prompts, all of which are common college essay topics nationwide:  
A. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application 
would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.  
 
B. The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an incident or time when you 
experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?  
 
C. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? Would you make the same 
decision again? Why or why not? 
 
D. Describe a place or environment where you are perfectly content. What do you do or experience there, and why is 
it meaningful to you?  
 
E. Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, which marked your transition from childhood to adulthood 
within your culture, community, or family.  
 
F. Indicate an individual who has a significant influence on you and your personal growth. Describe that influence and 
how it affects your character.  
 
G. Tell about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that’s important to you. What 
about this quality or accomplishment make you proud, and how does it relate to the person you are?  
 
H. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research 
query, an ethical dilemma -- anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to 
you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.  
 
I. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern. Specifically how has this issue personally 
impacted your life?  
 
The essay should be 250-500 words (typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font). It must be turned in through Google 
Classroom by Mon. 8/12/19. 


