
English 3 AP 
2019-2020 Summer Assignment 

Mrs. Wyatt 
 
The coursework for English 3 AP: Language and Composition starts with this assignment. This year’s summer 
assignment involves both reading a book and beginning to learn the importance of rhetoric.   
 
Supplies you will need for your summer work and the 2019-20 school year: 
 

1. A 3 subject spiral with dividers and pockets.  A majority of your work throughout the year will be done in 
this spiral. This spiral will be very important in tracking your notes and work throughout the coming 
school year, so please invest wisely.  
 

2. A small folder with brads. This folder will serve as your writing folder throughout the school year. You will 
be expected to keep this folder with you throughout the year, so a small folder would be better than a 
binder.  
 

3. Sticky notes (Post-Its), highlighters, and pens/pencils. You may use any color except red or purple. 
 

4. A copy of 1984 by George Orwell. This can be purchased at any major bookstore or on Amazon.com.  
 

Google Classroom 
 

 Your summer work will be submitted to Google Classroom.  

 Enroll in my 2019-20 English 3 AP Summer Work class. 
o The class code is 54ub9qd 

  
Summer Assignment #1: Read 1984 by George Orwell 
 

1. Refresh yourself on George Orwell. Conduct some research and discover basic information about George 
Orwell. Discover who he was as both a person and a writer. Focus on what defines his writing style and 
traits.  

 
2. While reading 1984, you should be mindful of the fundamental aspects of literature such as plot 

development, characterization techniques, and thematic revelations. However, you should pay particular 
attention to and highlight OR mark with a sticky note instances of  

 Abuse or manipulation of language  

 Contradictory situations 

 Orwell’s overall message of 1984.  
I will be checking your books on the first day of school for highlighting and/or sticky notes as a part of 
your summer work grade.  

 
Important Note: It is important to read this book critically and carefully and ON YOUR OWN. Do not just 
use the internet to rely on what others have discovered while they have read the book. Relying on others’ 
thoughts will not benefit you in this assignment or in this class.  

 
3. After reading 1984, reflect on the overall message Orwell was trying to deliver about the future.  

 Write a one page well-developed response to the following questions: 
 How is the power of language abused in modern society? 
 What areas of our society do you believe reflect Orwell’s society in 1984? 

 Be sure to include specific examples from both society and the book. Cite textual evidence 
from the book.  

 Adhere to MLA guidelines for format.  

 Submit this Assignment to Google Classroom.  
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Summer Assignment #2: TED Talk 
 

 Watch one of the TED Talks in the category over Language.  
o To do this, go to TED.com and under Topic, Select “Language.” 

 Note: There are plenty of TED TALKS covering the topic of language to watch. Do not 
just pick the video that appears first, is the shortest, or the one that your friends are 
also choosing. Spend time looking through the options and choose one that is 
interesting to you.  

 

 Once you have watched the video, write a brief paragraph that discusses the following questions: 
o What aspect of language did the video address?  
o What is the speaker’s argument (main point) about language? 
o What does the speaker do to help support his/her argument? 
o Do you agree or disagree with the speaker’s view? Explain your choice.  
o How does this video relate to modern society?  

 

 Other Requirements:  

 The paragraph should follow MLA format for appropriate heading, font, and spacing.  

 Use the following MLA format for citing a TED Talk at the bottom of the analysis.  
Speaker. “Title.” Website, Date of Publication. Lecture.  

Example:  Cain, Susan. “The Power of Introverts.” TED.com, Feb. 2012. Lecture. 

 Submit this assignment to Google Classroom.  
 
 

 
**NOTE: TED Talks may cover mature subject matter and are uncensored. Please be aware of this when 
watching the talks.** 

 
Summer Assignment #3: Entrance Interview Email 
 
In order to gain some background on who you are as an individual, you will conduct your first writing assignment 
for this class in an email that tells me a little about you. As we progress throughout the coming school year, I hope 
to learn many other things about you, but, for now, this is your chance to deliver a scripted first impression. Your 
goal in this email should be to impress me. 
 
In the email, include thoughtful and honest answers to the following questions: 
 

1. What motivated you to register for English 3 AP: Language and Composition? 
2. Who has been your favorite teacher so far in school? Explain their teaching style and why you enjoyed it. 
3. What are your expectations for yourself in this class this year?  
4. How have you grown as a student since the beginning of your freshman year of high school? 
5. What is your favorite song? Why? Quote your favorite part of the song. 
6. If you could meet any famous person, dead or alive, who would it be? Why?  
7. End with the answer to this sentence: “At the end of the 2019-2020 school year, I hope to 

___________________________.”  
 
The email needs to be sent to wyattk@needvilleisd.com no later than Monday, August 12th. After that date, I will 
assume you do not wish to take this class. Please include your first and last name in the subject line. 
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Other important information: 
 

 The assignments are due on/before Monday, August 12th at 11:59 p.m.  

 If I do not receive your assignments, you will be removed from the course.  

 Submit your 1984 Reflection and TED Talk Analysis to Google Classroom. 

 Send your entrance email directly to me.  

 A test over 1984 will be given once school begins. 

 For any questions over the summer assignment, please email Mrs. Wyatt at wyattk@needvilleisd.com. 
Please note that this email is not checked daily. Please allow several days for a reply.  

 
 

mailto:wyattk@needvilleisd.com

