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Dear future PAP English 2 student, 
 
Congratulations on your choice of Pre-AP English 2 for your sophomore year. I am looking forward to working with you on 
what is sure to be the beginning of a challenging but rewarding year together.  
 
As you look over your summer assignment, I want to share with you two principles of scholarship that undergird almost 
everything we do in English class. I think you are familiar with them, but I hope you’ll bear with me as I believe it is 
important for you to understand my perspective on typical academic temptations. 
 
Principle One: Academic Honesty 
Throughout the school year, I will expect you to complete many essays and writing assignments, and for each one of 
them, plagiarism will be an option you’ll need to resist. Plagiarism is taking someone else’s work and pretending it is 
yours, which means everything from research papers to worksheets can be plagiarized. It goes without saying that I 
believe plagiarism is wrong, but I mention it because I want to make clear how it affects our goals in the classroom. 
 
When we as people are under pressure to excel, we often choose to whitewash the surface and make things look okay 
when they’re not. If you’re stuck, for example, and the assignment is due tomorrow, taking someone else’s ideas may 
seem like a feasible way to cover your lack of ideas, to rid yourself of your predicament and move on without anyone 
knowing what lies beneath the veneer. When such a temptation arises, please remember this: I would always rather read 
your weak idea or your sloppy paper than someone else’s great idea you are pretending is yours. Dishonesty completely 
undercuts the student-teacher relationship and makes teaching impossible. If I don’t know the truth about what you 
understand and know, how can I help you learn? 
 
Principle Two: Shortcuts 
Related somewhat closely to plagiarism, but slightly different, is students’ use of “shortcuts” like Sparknotes and Shmoop. 
Most of the books we will read in Pre-AP English 2 are available in summary form on the internet, so the temptation to 
read those will always be present. While a summary can have useful applications, it is not a substitute for reading a book. 
I think of Sparknotes and Shmoop as places for those who want to appear as though they have read, not for those who 
actually want to read. If you want to read, and if you want to learn to comprehend what you read more effectively and 
intelligently (definite goals of ours in this class), then you’ll need to discipline yourself and make time to read the actual 
books. If not, then Pre-AP English 2 is probably not the best fit for you. 
 
 
To access your assignment, please go to Google Classroom and enter the code below to 
join the 2019 PAP English 2 Summer Work group. You MUST join this group and turn in 
required assignments via this group if you wish to be in the PAP English 2 class. 
 
Class code: udl5qxz 
 
 
Remember, summer work must be turned in to Google Classroom no later than Mon. August 12, 2019.  
This policy applies to students who have already requested Pre-AP English 2 AND those who plan to appeal to 
enter the class. Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic removal from the class.  
NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  
 
Have a wonderful summer. I look forward to learning with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Laura Nix-Tinsman 
nixL@needvilleisd.com 
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What follows is your summer assignment for our class. I cannot stress this next part enough: 
 
If you get stuck, please do not hesitate to text or call me for clarification.  
My cell phone # is (713)501-5150. 
 
YOU ARE NOT BOTHERING ME WHEN YOU CONTACT ME ABOUT SCHOOL WORK. I will be glad to help if I can. I 
would much rather hear from you over the summer than find out on the first day of school that you were unable to 
complete your assignments and will no longer be enrolled in our class.  
 
 
Summer assignment glossary: 
 
Active reading – As you read the novel, you will need to underline, circle, or otherwise mark significant elements in the 
text. 

 
Theme – A central “big idea” about life that unifies and controls an entire literary work. It may be directly stated in the 
book, or it may only be implied. Keep in mind that should be documenting themes and evidence in support of those 
themes so you can write for a prompt regarding theme and meaning in the work after you’ve completed your reading. 
 
Annotate – You need to develop a system to take notes WITHIN the text while actively reading. You may use 
Post-its, color coding on the pages of the book, index cards---the choice is yours. 
 
Assignment 1: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
You may check out a copy of the book from Ms. Nix in room C111, or any unabridged version of the text will be fine; 
however, you must have a hard copy of the book since you will be annotating it. It is okay to annotate a class copy. 
Please note, I typically have no problem with electronic texts (indeed, I personally prefer them when reading for 
pleasure!). For this assignment, you will be allowed to use your annotated text while writing an in-class essay for a major 
grade, but no electronic texts will be allowed.  
 
As you actively read the novel, annotate for the following: 

● significant plot points—identify and evaluate what seems interesting, thematically relevant, or open to 
interpretation 

● character development— examine how the character is initially described indirectly (through their actions or 
speech) or directly (physical description) and how that character develops (dynamic character) or remains the 
same (static character) throughout the novel. 

● conflict—determine and analyze the major conflicts of the novel: man vs. man (external); man vs. self (internal); 
man vs. authority (external); man vs. society (external) 

● symbolism—analyze the use of symbols (objects or places meant to represent something more than the literal) 
that convey something significant within the plot or character development. 

 
You should also expect a test over the novel during the first week of school. Failing the summer reading exam or 
essay may result in removal from the course. 
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Assignment 2: Letter to the teacher  
 
Write a letter introducing yourself to me. You do not have to follow formal letter guidelines, but you don’t want to be too 
informal either. Find the right balance that honestly reflects your personality and thought. Remember to do your best 
writing; the letter will tell me about you, but it will also give me a first glance at your writing!  
 
Your letter must be double-spaced, and it should follow this format: 
 
Begin with a salutation:  Ex. Dear Ms. Nix-Tinsman, 
 
Paragraph One:  Include information about yourself (could include your family, places you have lived, your pets, any 
travels, jobs, sports, hobbies, unique interests and/or talents, etc.) You can include names and ages where appropriate. 
Be specific with your information. 
 
Paragraph Two:  Include information about you and the subject of language arts. What do you like to read, or if you don’t 
like to read, why not? What movies have you enjoyed? What are your art and music interests? What helps you to learn 
best?  
 
Paragraph Three: Include information about your goals. After freshman year, what have you learned about yourself? What 
are you hoping will be different/the same about this year’s class as compared to freshman English? What are your goals 
for this class, for this school year, for all of high school, for life after high school, and for your life’s goal? I understand you 
may not have all these answers yet, but be as specific as you can.  
 
Finally, end with a closing:  Your student, Sincerely, Yours truly, etc. and then sign your name (or type it if you don’t have 
the means to sign electronically). 
 
Your letter should be about 1 page long. 
 
 
 
Assignment 3: Nonfiction articles 
 
Please read the following articles. You may follow the links below, or you may access copies of them on Google 
Classroom. Be prepared to discuss all articles in class.  
 
1. “Do Our Kids Get Off Too Easy?” – Alfie Kohnam  
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/04/opinion/sunday/do-our-kids-get-off-tooeasy.html .  
 
 
2. “The Perfect Essay” –John Kaag  
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/05/the-perfect-essay/  
 
 
3. “The Whistle-Blower’s Quandary”- Adam Waytz, James Dungan and Liane Young  
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/04/opinion/sunday/the-whistle-blowersquandary.html?_r=0  
 
 
4. The Courthouse Ring: Atticus Finch and the limits of Southern liberalism – Malcolm Gladwell  
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2009/08/10/the-courthouse-ring 
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