
 

NORTHWESTERN SCHOOL CORPORATION 

 
November 10, 2011 

The Board of School Trustees then met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. at Northwestern High School.  All board 
members were in attendance including Ryan Snoddy, Harold Seamon and Sheila Lamb, and approximately 34 
interested parties.  President Howard Eller called the meeting to order and Bryan Alexander opened with 
prayer.  The minutes of the October 13, 2011 meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved on a motion 
made by Ted Merrell and seconded by Steve Long.  Mr. Snoddy requested the addition of one agenda item, 
approval of the High Ability Grant application.  With this addition, the agenda was unanimously approved on a 
motion made by Steve Long and second by Bryan Alexander. 

 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

The following students were recognized as November Student of the Month: 

Howard Elementary School –   Brennan Storie, son of Rick and Miriam Storie.  Brennan is in Mr. 
Burkhalter’s sixth-grade class. 

Northwestern Elementary - Alex Mula, son of Timothy and Erynn Mula.  Alex a fifth-grade student at NES 
in Mrs. Myer’s classroom. 

Northwestern Middle School - Collin Myers, son of Christopher and Patricia Myers.  Collin is a seventh-
grader at the middle school. 

Northwestern High School - Kadi Miller, daughter of Lori Miller and Terry Miller.  Kadi is a senior at the 
high school. 

 

I. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

A. Recognition of Staff Members - Mrs. Jan Koloszar was recognized as runner-up in an essay 
contest at the Celebrate Science Indiana (CSI) event in Indianapolis.  Mrs. Koloszar was awarded 
a $250 gift certificate for science classroom supplies.  

B. Teacher Evaluations:  Mr. Snoddy gave a brief update regarding the work of the Teacher 
Evaluation Committee.  The committee, comprised of building principals, 8 teachers, and Mr. 
Snoddy and Mr. Simmons have been reviewing our present evaluation model as well as other 
models to develop a new evaluation system that is in compliance with current Indiana Code.  They 
plan to bring a recommendation to the April or May board meeting for adoption. 

C. Report on Parent-Teacher Conferences:  Principals Jeaniene Garrison and Ron Owings 
submitted reports from their buildings regarding participation at fall parent-teacher conferences, 
with both buildings showing at least 94% participation.  The middle school reported approximately 
50% parent participation, while the high school reported approximately 60 parents participating.  
Strong support continues to be shown through parent participation, and we believe affects strong 
student success. 

II. CLAIMS AND FINANCIAL 
 Claims in the amount of $97,016.31, $43,046.60, $244,955.74, and $33,259.38 and payroll claim listings 

of $321,008.36 and $337,535.82 were unanimously approved for payment on a motion from Bryan 
Alexander and a second from Ted Merrell. 

III. PERSONNEL 
Ted Merrell made the motion to approve the following personnel recommendations.  Bryan Alexander 
seconded, and the board unanimously approved the following: 

C. Accept the resignation of Monique Redman from the food service department, effective 
October 24, 2011.  Mrs. Redman is still at Howard Elementary, but working in a KASEC 
position. 

D. Accept the resignation of Laurie Bentzler from the food service department, effective 
November 19, 2011. 

E. Accept the resignation of Kathy Condon as NES secretary, effective November 19, 2011. 



  

F. Approve the employment of Sarah Fleek as Title-1 teacher at HES during the maternity 
leave of Vicki Eller from mid October through mid March, 2012. 

G. Grant maternity leave requests from Natalie Guest from January 4, 2012 through the end of 
the school year; Angela Cannon from December 4-21, 2011, and Alicia Sorensen from 
March 19-April 20, 2012. 

H. Approve homebound assignments for the following teachers, per the Master Agreement:  
Paula Davis and Mary Clem – 2.5 hours per week, and Jan Koloszar for 5-8 hours per week. 

I. Approve the employment of marching band instructors to include Matthew Mackowiak- Color 
Guard and Mat Snyder – Percussion Instructor, per Appendix B. 

J. Grant the request of Hope Neuzerling for 6 days of unpaid personal leave from December 
2-9, 2011. 

K. Accept the resignation of Vicki Eller as Tiger Tales director and re-assign a full stipend to 
Rebecca Martin, who was previously approved to split a stipend with Mrs. Eller. 

L. Approve coaching recommendations from Mr. Armstrong and per Appendix B to include:  
Mike Brazel-Varsity Baseball Coach @ .15; Jim Wager-Boys Basketball Special Assist 
@.08; Mike Goodrich & Drew Alexander-MS School Boys Basketball Assistants @.03 each; 
Roger Sprouse and Wade Roberts– Boys Swimming Assist Coaches @.04; Adam Ferguson 
– MS Wrestling @ .04; Marty Britten-Girls 9

th
 Basketball @.02; Ashley Miller – Gymnastics 

Assist Coach @.04; and Cindy Britten-MS Co-Ed Swimming Coach @.04. 
M. Approve the following individuals as substitute teachers for the 2011-12 school year:  Lisa 

Roberts, Elizabeth Eurit, and Pamela Harshbarger. 

IV. PRESENTATION FROM STUDENTS 
Northwestern’s Robotics Team introduced Cybertooth, the team’s Robot that will be competing soon.  
Craig Williams and Andy Baker, team sponsors gave information regarding upcoming competitions, 
fundraising efforts and grants that have been received to get the team started.  Team members Dalen 
Fillenwarth and Nick Simmons demonstrated and spoke about the design and building process and 
the functions that Cybertooth will perform. 

V. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO A TUITION-TRANSFER APPLICATION 
An application for Emma Bailey was unanimously approved following a motion from Steve Long and 
second from Todd Moser.  Emma’s family recently moved from the NW district and she wishes to 
continue to attend Northwestern Middle School. 

VI. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO A REQUEST TO CONDUCT A CAMP/WORKSHOP 
Jon Rodgers requested permission to conduct a “Day of Percussion” workshop on Saturday, Feb. 4, 
2012 for 4

th
, 5

th
, and 6

th
 grade students.  The day will conclude with a halftime performance at the 

boys’ varsity basketball game that evening.  The request was approved unanimously following a 
motion from Ted Merrell and second from Steve Long. 

V. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO WIND ENGERY PROJECT 
Mr. Seamon and Mr. Snoddy updated the board and made recommendations to move forward with the 
construction of the wind turbine.  Todd Moser made the motion o adopt a Resolution to Re-Approve 
the formation of the Building Corporation.  Bryan Alexander seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  Ted Merrell then made the motion to adopt a resolution approving preliminary plans, the 
form of lease, and authorizing publication of notice of lease hearing.  Steve Long seconded, and 
motion unanimously passed.  Finally, Steve Long made the motion to adopt the resolution to continue 
with the Design-Build source selection process with only one proposer.  Ted Merrell seconded and 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Snoddy also commented with regard to the Indiana Department of Energy’s competitive grants for 
Green Energy projects in local communities.  The grant application has been submitted and could 
potentially fund $250,000 of the project. 
 
Mr. Snoddy also commented that he has had conversation with Crossroads Bank in Wabash and First 
Farmer’s Bank and Trust with regard to funding of the project. 



  

VI. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO NORTHWESTERN SCHOOL CORPORATION HEALTH 
CLINIC PROPOSAL 
Mr. Snoddy recommended the establishment of an on-site health clinic to be housed at the former 
corporation office building at the main campus.  A partnership with Eastern School Corporation will 
enhance the employee pool, making a more responsive proposal with clinic providers.  IU Health 
through Howard Regional Hospital is recommended as the clinic provider.  Bryan Alexander made the 
motion to enter into a reimbursement agreement with WV/WCI Trust to facilitate the proposal.  The 
motion passed unanimously following a second from Ted Merrell. 

VII. CONSIDER ACTION TO APPROVE HIGH ABILTIY GRANT APPLICATION 
Mrs. Garrison submitted the High Ability Grant Application for the 2011-12 school year for the board’s 
approval.  The grant application was unanimously approved following a motion from Steve Long and 
second from Todd Mosier. 

VIII. Technology Information:  Scott Simmons shared information with the Board regarding updated 
technology as it impacts board pack, meetings, and the utilization of IPADs.  Following a brief 
instruction he offered to work with board members if a work session was desired. 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

X. BOARD COMMENTS 

There being no further business, Todd Moser made the motion to adjourn, Steve Long seconded and the board 
voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:12 p.m.  

 
 
Next Meeting – December 8, 2011 – Northwestern High School Library – 7:00 P.M.  
            

 
  
  President      Vice President 
 
 
  Secretary  



  

EXCERPTS FROM MINUTES OF A MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

NORTHWESTERN SCHOOL CORPORATION 

A meeting of the Board of School Trustees (the "Board") of Northwestern School Corporation (the 

"School Corporation") was held at the Northwestern High School Library, 3431 North 400 West, Kokomo, 

Indiana, on November 10, 2011 at the hour of 7:00 p.m. (Local Time), pursuant to notice duly given in 

accordance with the rules of the Board. 

The meeting was called to order by the President of the Board. 

On call of the roll, all members of the Board were shown to be present as follows: Howard Eller, Bryan 

Alexander, Todd Moser, Steve Long and Ted Merrell. 

(Among other proceedings had and action taken were the following:) 

The President stated that the Building Corporation had previously been formed to assist the School 

Corporation in the financing of school facilities.  After discussion of the proposed building corporation, Todd 

Moser made the motion to adopt the resolution attached as Exhibit A.  Bryan Alexander seconded, and the 

motion carried by a vote of 5-0. 

The President stated that the Northwestern School Building Corporation (the "Building Corporation") 

has approved and submitted to the School Corporation a proposed form of Lease Agreement (the "Lease"), 

which proposed form of Lease was examined by all of the members of the Board of School Trustees.  After 

discussion of the proposed form of Lease, upon motion duly made by Ted Merrell and seconded by Steve 

Long, the resolution attached as Exhibit B was adopted by a vote of 5-0. 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting, and thereby the meeting adjourned. 

 
   
Todd Moser 
Secretary, Board of School Trustees 

 
APPROVED: 
 
 
  
Howard Eller 
President, Board of School Trustees 

 


