
 

 

NORTHWESTERN SCHOOL CORPORATION 

 
January 13, 2011 

SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES 

The Board of School Trustees met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. at Northwestern High School.  All board 
members were present including Ryan Snoddy, Harold Seamon and Sheila Lamb, and 27 interested 
parties.  President Ted Merrell called the meeting to order and Steve Long opened with prayer.  The 
minutes of the December 9

th
 and December 20th meetings were reviewed and unanimously approved on 

a motion made by Todd Moser and seconded by Steve Long.  The agenda was unanimously approved on 
a motion made Howard Eller and second by Bryan Alexander. 
 
 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

The following students were recognized as January Student of the Month: 

Howard Elementary School –   Kathleen Schaaf daughter of Mike and Diana Schaaf.  Katie is in Mrs. 
Dulmes’ fourth-grade class. 

Northwestern Elementary - Claire Wallace, daughter of Jeff and Lisa Wallace.  Claire is a fourth-
grader in Ms. Ravas’ class. 

Northwestern Middle School - Rachel Johns, daughter of David and Eileen Johns.  Rachel is an 
eighth-grader at the middle school. 

Northwestern High School - Jack Kovaleski, son of Jeff and Lori Kovaleski.  Jack is a senior at the 
high school. 

 

I. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
A. Recognition from DOE – Northwestern has been recognized by the state for 

achieving AYP every year since 2003.  Mr. Snoddy shared a letter from State 
Superintendent Tony Bennett who commended our staff, administration, students, and 
parents for this attaining this distinction. 

B. Calendar Committee:  Todd Moser volunteered to serve as board representative to 
the Corporation Calendar Committee.  They will be meeting later in the month with the 
anticipation of a 2011-12 calendar being presented for adoption at the Feb. meeting. 

C. Board Retreat:  Mr. Snoddy commented that the Board has not had a retreat in 
several years.  As two new members have come onto the Board, he suggested there 
may be value in having a retreat session.  

II. CLAIMS AND FINANCIAL 
Claims in the amount of $152,020.08, $1,123,675.00, $306,531.85, and $139,109.74 and payroll 
claim listings of $336,401.42 and $321,720.55,and $301,320.78were unanimously approved for 
payment on a motion from Steve Long and a second from Bryan Alexander. 

III. PERSONNEL 
Bryan Alexander made the motion to approve the following personnel items presented.  Howard 
Eller seconded and the following were approved unanimously: 

A. Accept the resignation of Cassie Doubet as a secretary at the high school, effective 
January 8, 2011. 

B. Approve the employment of Randy Teachout as a temporary long-term substitute, for 
second semester of the current school year to teach French at the high school. 

C. Approve the employment of Charity Armstrong as part-time secretary in the athletic 
department, effective January 4, 2011, per the current support staff salary and benefits 
schedule. 



  

 

D. Approve the employment of Katie Bullman and Misty Pfefferkorn on temporary 
assignment for 2

nd
 semester of the current school year as Title 1 instructional 

assistants, and as per the current support staff salary and benefits schedule. 
E. Approve coaches as recommended by Mr. Armstrong and as per Appendix B to 

include:  PJ Rocchio – JV Baseball @.08; Drew Alexander and Jason Braden – MS 
Assistant Basketball @.03.  Also, accept the resignation of Jon Goodridge as middle 
school wrestling coach.  Mr. Armstrong recommends that Eric Brehm and Scott Miller 
be named co-coaches and split this stipend. 

F. Grant the request of Eric Grzegorski for two ½ days of unpaid leave to complete 
further education. 

G. Grant the request of Julie Youngquist for maternity leave to begin approximately 
March 7 through April 22, 2011. 

H. Approve the employment of Gregg Glass, on temporary assignment from approx 
March 7 through April 22 during the maternity leave of Julie Youngquist. 

I. Approve the following individuals as substitute teachers for the 2010-11 school year: 
Kellie Noll. 

X. CONSIDER ACTION TO ACCEPT A DONATION(s) 
The high school has received the following donations: 
 $500 from Kohl’s 
 $151.72 from Shiloh United Methodist Church designated to the Guidance Help Fund.   

Howard Eller made the motion to graciously accept these donations;  Steve Long seconded and 
motion passed unanimously. 

V. CONVENE BOARD OF FINANCE, ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND RECEIVE 2010 
INVESTMENT REPORT 
Mr. Snoddy reported that per current legislation, the Board of Finance will need to convene to 
elect a president and secretary.  He recommended the corporation remain with Harris Bank as 
depository.  Howard Eller nominated Todd Moser as President of the Board of Finance.  Steve 
Long 2

nd
 and motion passed unanimously.  Todd Moser then nominated Howard Eller as 

secretary with Steve Long seconding and the board unanimously approving.  Ted Merrell then 
turned the public board meeting over to Todd Moser as President of the Board of Finance.  Mr. 
Moser requested from Mr. Snoddy the 2010 investment reports.  Mr. Snoddy recommended we 
continue with the same investment strategy at Harris reporting that while interest rates are low, 
investments are extremely secure.  Todd Moser suggested a meeting of the Board of Finance 
with Mr. Snoddy prior to the next meeting to further discuss investment options and strategies.  
Howard Eller made the motion to accept Mr. Snoddy’s report; Ted Merrell seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.  The Board of Finance meeting was adjourned back to the regular 
board meeting. 

VI. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO A SPORT CAMP REQUEST 
Susie Gabriel requested permission to conduct a cheer camp on January 19, 2011.  Participants 
will perform at half-time of the varsity game following the clinic.  Bryan Alexander made the 
motion to approve as requested; Todd Moser seconded and motion passed unanimously. 

VII. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO PURCHASE OF SCHOOL BUS(es) 
Steve Long made the motion to purchase of two school buses through the Central Indiana 
Education Service Center (CIESC) School Bus Purchasing program.  Todd Moser seconded; 
motion unanimously approved. 

VIII. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO FUEL PURCHASE CONTRACT 
Mr. Seamon requested he be granted authority to purchase diesel fuel on contract.  Discussion 
was held with regard to the volatility of the petroleum market.  Following discussion from Ted 
Merrell, Howard Eller, Todd Moser and Ryan Snoddy, Howard Eller made the motion to grant Mr. 
Seamon authority to contract fuel at his discretion.  Steve Long second and motion passed 
unanimously.   



  

 

IX. CONSIDER ACTION WITH REGARD TO AN OVERNIGHT OR OUT-OF-STATE TRIP 
REQUEST 
Mr. Leazenby-Bruce requests permission to take the Thespian Troupe to the State Conference 
competition in Indianapolis on January 28-30, 2011.  Bryan Alexander made the motion to 
approve and Howard Eller seconded;  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

X. CONSIDER ACTION TO APPROVE 2011 SCIENCE CURRICULUM 
Mr. Simmons and the Curriculum Council recommended the 2011 Science Curriculum be 
adopted.  The curriculum is available online for review on the school’s website at 
www.nwsc.k12.in.us.  Bryan Alexander thanked the science department teachers who were in 
attendance.  He shared comments with regard to the biology course outline.  Lengthy discussion 
ensued with comments from Patricia Zeck, David Inskeep, Steve Long, Todd Moser, Ted Merrell, 
Tim Edsell and Ryan Snoddy.  Following discussion Steve Long made the motion to adopt the 
2011 Science Curriculum as presented.  Howard Eller seconded.  The curriculum was adopted 
on a vote of 3-2 with Mr. Eller, Mr. Long and Mr. Moser voting in favor and Mr. Alexander and Mr. 
Merrell casting dissenting votes. 

XI. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Patricia Zeck share that the Calendar Committee will be meeting on January 18 and 25

th
 to draft 

a calendar for 2011-12 and will have the calendar ready for adoption at the February meeting.  
Geana Moore will be chairing the committee this year. 

Marcia Gillette commended the Science department for their dedication and efforts to 
Northwestern students.  She recognized the controversy in discussion of Science curriculum and 
challenged everyone to discern between facts and truths. 

XII. BOARD COMMENTS 
Steve Long and Bryan Alexander thanked the Science department teachers for their presence 
and participation in discussion. 

Howard Eller thanked Jeremy Snyder for the percussion camp program held at a recent 
basketball game.  He also recognized and thanked the Alexander family for the singing of the 
National Anthem before a game.  He further commented and congratulated the high school staff 
and students as being the only Howard county school who did not grant any waivers to seniors 
last year in order to meet graduation requirements. 

Mr. Snoddy called the Board’s attention to the item in their Briefcase, information on Technology 
project that will be presented at the February meeting. 

There being no further business, Steve Long made the motion to adjourn, Howard Eller seconded and 
the board voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.  
 

 
Next Meeting – February 10, 2011 – Northwestern High School Library – 7:00 P.M.  
 
 
 
            
 
  
  President      Vice President 
 
 
  Secretary  

 

http://www.nwsc.k12.in.us/

