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Dear Parents and Guardians,

This document is provided in order to share important details related to the school health
program in the Gardner Edgerton School District. Please know the health services team at
USD 231 provides emergency care for all students who become ill or injured during school
hours. You are encouraged to speak with your child’s school nurse regarding any specialized
care that would be required for your son or daughter while at school; e.g., allergies, asthma,
seizures, and medications. Additionally, there are forms that must be filled out and signed by
a physician, along with parental consent. These forms are available in each school’s main
office or on the USD 231 school district website, www.usd231.com.

In order to ensure the safety and health of all students, USD 231 fully complies with the
Johnson County Health Department’s exclusion recommendations. Specifically, students
should remain home when exhibiting any of the following symptoms:

- Temperature over 100.0 degrees, a severe cough, shortness of breath, fever, or other
concerning symptoms.

- Red eyes with thick whitish drainage
- Undiagnosed rash
- Vomiting
- Diarrhea
- Severe cold symptoms (cough and congestion)
- All visitors will be asked to wear face coverings during their appointments in district

buildings.

Parents should not allow their child to return to school until the child has been free of fever,
vomiting, or diarrhea for a full 24 hours without medication. Please notify your child’s school
of any diagnosed communicable diseases such as strep throat, chickenpox, etc.

Important note regarding Influenza: If the flu is physician-diagnosed, students will be excluded
from school for five (5) days following onset of illness or duration of illness if the case is
immune-compromised AND been fever-free for at least 24 hours.

Parents should not allow their child to return to school if they or anyone in your home have
visited any of the restricted travel advisor locations listed on the CDC website within the past
14 days. Additionally, your child should not return to school if they or anyone in your home
has had close contact with anyone in the past 14 days who has been diagnosed with
COVID-19.

#WEAREUSD231

http://www.usd231.com
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It is important to understand that a physician’s order is required to give any prescription
medication at school. High school students may carry a single day’s dose of certain
non-prescription medications (see student handbook). In addition, Kansas law allows
students with asthma or severe allergies to carry and self-administer inhalers and Epi-Pens
with a written physician’s order and parental consent. Additional requirements related to
prescription medication can be found on the district website and/or student handbooks.

In accordance with Kansas Health Statutes, every student, grades Pre-K through 12, must be
fully immunized or be excluded from school. Proof of immunizations will need to be
provided upon enrollment. Also, in accordance with KS Statute 72-5214, every student up to
the age of 9, is required to submit a copy of a health assessment that has been conducted by
a physician within 12 months of school entry.

Kansas schools, including all public, private and parochial schools, are required by law to
provide vision (72-5205), hearing (72-1205), and dental (72‐5201) screenings to school-age
children at periodic intervals.

Accordingly, USD 231 schools will conduct school-wide hearing screenings for all students
new to the district and those in grades PK, K, 1, 3, 5, 7, and 10. The district will also conduct
school-wide vision screenings for all students new to the district and those in grades PK, K, 2,
4, 6, 8, and 10. Lastly, the district will conduct dental screenings for all K, 2, and 4th-grade
students. Parents/Guardians will only be notified of results if your child’s screening warrants
follow up or referral. If you prefer your child to opt-out of screening, please send a signed
written note to the school nurse.

Again, if your child has any health needs that require special management by our health
team, please contact your child’s school nurse. We are eager to work with you in order to
provide care for your child so that, in turn, they can have a healthy and safe school year.

Health Services Department
Gardner Edgerton USD 231
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