
Discovery Health Sciences Foundation 
Board of Trustees 

Monday, August 20, 2018 
4:15 p.m. 

  

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Discovery Health Sciences Foundation, Inc. held at 2504 Maine 
Avenue, Metairie, LA 70003 at 4:15 P.M. 

I. Call to Order  

Diane Hollis called the meeting to order at 4:22 PM.  

II. Roll Call  

1. Diane Hollis, Chair 
2. Lynda Nugent Smith, Vice Chair 
3. Wayne Thomas, Treasurer  
4. Roger Champagne 
5. Vinicio Madrigal  

6. Jeanne Monte  
7. Allison Sharai  
8. Henry Shane 
9. Patty Glaser, ex officio member 

 
Absent Board Members: Jim Hudson, David Sherman, Ronnie Slone, Chuck Toney Jr., Joe Caldarera  
 
Non Board Members present:  Don Wheat, Chief Financial Officer; Faith Broussard, Director of 

Development; Lee Reid, Adams and Reese  

III. Pledge of Allegiance   

IV. Approval of Minutes  

Mrs. Hollis motioned to approve the minutes as amended. Dr. Madrigal first, Mr. Thomas second. 

Minutes approved.  

V. CFO report, Don Wheat  

The school has finished the fiscal year. The audit is underway and the report is to be complete by 

September 30. Mr. Wheat does not have a formal report for July as the focus is on the audit. Mr. Wheat 

shared with the Board the Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire for the Board to review and asked Mrs. 

Hollis, Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Smith to sign off in agreeance that the Board is compliant for the 2017-2018 

fiscal year. Dr. Madrigal moved to approve, Mrs. Smith second. Motion to approve passed unanimously.   

VI. Treasure’s Report, Wayne Thomas 

Mr. Thomas stated the bridge loan has closed and are proceeding with BB&T. The goal is to close the 

bonds on October 5. 
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VII. CEO Report, Patty Glaser 

Facilities: The plan is to go to market in the next couple of weeks. If closing in the beginning in October it 

will push the project back for the permanent facility to open in January 2020, therefore, we will need a 

plan in place for 350 students in the fall of 2019.  

Mr. Reid explained a possible issue with the lease and advised a plan to correct it. 

Jefferson Campus: JPPSS has done a great job revamping the Jefferson campus. The faculty will start full 

time this Friday to get the classrooms ready. The school has a great entry plan in place for the Pre-K 

students. Administration has also communicated with the Pre-K faculty to help them transition to 

Kindergarten the following year.  

Enrollment/Admissions:  The school is nearly fully enrolled with 1,530 students in grades Pre-K through 

11th.  LA4 seats are still not completely full, 73 of the 80 seats are filled. This affects the budget.  

Faculty & Staff: The school is still looking to fill a middle school Spanish teacher position. The first 

leadership retreat held at the Vineyard Church and ran by Ronnie Slone was a success.  

Students/Curriculum/Scores: The school increased its mastery scores between two and four percent while 

increasing the percentage of at-risk students. Kenner Discovery is one of the highest performing open 

enrollment schools. When letter grades come out the school is likely to receive a B due to the new 

accountability system. The new accountability system pushes schools more to the middle.  

Events: The high school had its first football scrimmage on Thursday. There was a great turnout of families.  

Legislative/Government: Dr. Cade Brumley included in his administrative report at the August 1 meeting 

that Kenner Discovery will replicate. The replicated school will consist of grades K-8. The school continues 

to meet with Ochsner. Mrs. Sharai further explained that Ochsner is highly interested in education and 

seeking to invest more.  

The school will assemble an advisory team to conduct more research on how to create the Discovery 

Fusion School  

Funding/development: The school received two $5,000 donations. The school is still seeking a donor for a 

half million-dollar match.  

Challenges: The district is approving less paraprofessionals than last year with a 2 percent increase in 

SPED.  The school is now close to 16 percent SPED. 

VIII. Old Business 

None 

IX. New Business 

The Board discusses a possible plan to house 350 students from August-December 2019.  
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X. Executive Session  

The Board entered executive session at 5:19 PM. No action taken.  

XI. Public Comment 

None  

XII. Meeting Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned by Mrs. Hollis at 5:30 PM.  

 

 


