
Discovery Health Sciences Foundation 
Board of Trustees 

Monday, July 23, 2018 
4:15 p.m. 

  

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Discovery Health Sciences Foundation, Inc. held at 2504 Maine 
Avenue, Metairie, LA 70003 at 4:15 P.M. 

I. Call to Order  

Lynda Nugent Smith called the meeting to order at 4:16 PM.  

II. Roll Call  

1. Lynda Nugent Smith, Vice Chair 
2. Wayne Thomas, Treasurer  
3. Roger Champagne 
4. Vinicio “Doc” Madrigal  
5. Jeanne Monte  

6. Henry Shane 
7. Dave Sherman – entered at 4:31 
8. Ronnie Slone 
9. Chuck Toney, Jr.  
10. Patty Glaser – ex officio member 

 
Absent Board Members: Jim Hudson 
 
Non Board Members present:  Don Wheat, Chief Financial Officer; Faith Broussard, Director of 

Development; Sharon Preen, Assistant Head of School; Eric Bosch, LaPorte; Jeryl Fischtziur, Athletic 

Director  

III. Pledge of Allegiance   

IV. Board Status – Board vote  

At 4:18, Natalie Newton resigned from the Board. Lynda motioned to accept Natalie’s resignation. All in 

favor. Motion approved.  

At 4:22, Lynda motioned to approve to add Alison Sharai to the Board. All in favor. Motion approved.  

V. CFO report, Don Wheat  

The school is at the end of a fiscal year, ending on June 30, 2018, and is now preparing for audits and new 

procedures; therefore, do not have a regular financial report today. Don and Patty prepared a budget for 

the new Pre-K campus “Jefferson campus” where the 80 LA4 students will be located. The school is 

working with JPPSS to prepare the campus for students. Lynda asked the Board if they have any questions 

about the Jefferson campus budget. Lynda motioned to amend the budget to include the Jefferson 

campus. Ronnie first, Wayne second, Motion approved.  
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VI. Treasure’s Report, Wayne Thomas 

There is progress on the bond issue. Wayne explains the steps before the bonds can go to market. The 

plan will set construction back 6 weeks. Wayne asks the Board for authorization for Diane to sign on 

behalf of the Board if it is a requirement of the bank. Doc first, Jeanne seconds.  

Motion on the interim loan. Defer voting on the interim loan.  

Eric Bosch with LaPorte – Hired by Henry – He is looking at the projections of the construction and loans. 

Eric met with Don to review year-by-year budget taking into consideration of expanding the high school 

and expanding the enrollment. To come up with our own estimate of the max amount of debt we can 

incur. Eric presents to the Board a slideshow explaining the minimum debt service coverage ratios. The 

report does not factor in rent expenses going away which does increase the projected net income.  

Patty states the school is under contract with BB&T.  

Lynda states the Board has approved this in a prior meeting. This is an informational meeting. 

Lynda motions to authorize Diane Hollis to sign on behalf of the DHSF Board if it is a requirement of the 

bank. Wayne second. All in favor. Motion approved.  

VII. CEO Report, Patty Glaser 

Enrollment/Admissions:  The school is fully enrolled with 1,530 students in grades Pre-K through 11th. The 

LA4 campus will be referred to Discovery Education Center @ Jeff campus. 40 of the LA4 students will go 

on to attend Kenner Discovery and the other 40 will attend the replicated school. JPPSS is working fast to 

ready the Jefferson campus for students. The students will stay at that campus for 2 years.  

Faculty & Staff: We are still hiring. Mainly teachers for the new campus. This Friday and Saturday we are 

having our first ever leadership retreat hosted by Ronnie Slone. Teachers report back to work on August 

1st.  

Legislative/Government: Dr. Cade Brumley has looked at the letter of intent and application to replicate. 

It will be included in his administrative report at the August 1st meeting that Kenner Discovery will 

replicate.  

Patty recommends withdrawing the K-8 replication letter of intent from the state since we have it with 

JPPSS. As for the Discovery Fusion School – the state is not accepting it as an exact replication since it is a 

hybrid of online and classroom learning. They asked to provide a lot more detail which we are not ready 

to do that yet.  Patty would like to assemble an advisory committee this year and resubmit next year.  

Motion to establish Discovery Fusion advisory committee. Jeanne moved, Wayne second. All in favor.  

Students, curriculum, three campuses: The school held Discovery Bridges in June for students entering K-

4th grade and Discovery summer school for students entering 5th-8th. Both extremely successful programs.  
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LEAP report – every year we beat the state and Jefferson Parish. The school remains to hold the number 

2 spot for open enrollment schools in the district. We will have to adjust to new accountability system in 

regards to scores.  

The school’s relationship with Ochsner grows stronger every day and we hope to see it continue.  

VIII. Old Business 

a. None  

IX. New Business 

a. None  

X. Public Comment 

a. None  

XI. Meeting Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned by Lynda Nugent Smith at 6:16 PM.  

 


