
      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

WATERTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting Date:  September 24, 2012  

Meeting Time:  7:30 P.M. 

Meeting Place:  Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

Members Present:  Mr. Buzzannco, Chairman 

  Mr. Lambert, Vice Chairman 

  Mr. Eric Berthel, Secretary 

  Mr. Richard Beland 

  Mr. Raymond Nardella 

  Ms. Mary Colangelo 

  Ms. Susan McCabe 

  Atty. Sean Butterly  

 

Absent:  Mr. David Guerrera 

                                   

                                              

Others Present:  Dr. Gail Gilmore, Superintendent 

  Mr. Pasquale Buccitelli, Business Manager 

  Mr. Adam Kuegler, Student Council Representative 

  Mr. Shellie Ferguson 

  Mr. Ed Sakl 

  Roberto Medic 

   Steve  Brown 

  Jim March 

  Ed Sklanka 

  Bill Yeager 

  Chryll Beliveau 

  Kate Elwood 

  Laura Meka, Assistant Principal, John Trumbull 

 

Other Interested Guests: 

 
 
A. Convene Regular Meeting - 7:31 P.M.   
 
 
B. Salute to the Flag- Mr. Buzzannco 
 

Mr. Buzzannco-Before we continue I have a correction on tonight’s agenda, on Page 4, Item J.1. 
the salary should read $125,626.00.  I apologize for any confusion. 

 
C. Watertown Public Schools’ Mission Statement-Adam Kuegler 
 

The mission of the Watertown School District, with determination to be a world-class educational 
leader and a centerpiece of a dynamic and growing community, is to meet the diverse needs of each 
student – academic, artistic, athletic, emotional, ethical, social, and technological – to develop 
members of our community who: 
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 embrace life-long learning; 
 are caring and responsible citizens; 
 have a sense of social justice. 
 
 

C. Citation presented to Shellie Ferguson and Ed Sakl 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-We are going to move on now to citation that we will get to present this evening, 
tonight’s Board has the privilege to honor and recognize two very important coaches in the history of 
the Watertown Boys’ Basketball Program.  We will be recognizing Ed Sakl this evening in part for 
leading our boys’ basketball team to their very first ever Naugatuck Valley League Championship this 
past year and then also as you know to the finals of the Class M State Championship at Mohegan Sun 
last year.  We also have the opportunity to honor and recognize Shellie Ferguson who joined us from 
Florida this evening, we wouldn’t have a basketball team, if it wasn’t for Shellie Ferguson who guided 
our team in its very first year to a winning record and a State Tournament birth and as I noted in the 
paper last week not even Jim Calhoun had a winning record in his first year.  So we will be honoring 
these two coaches not only for what you’ve done for our Student Athletic Programs but what you’ve 
done to develop our Student Athletic Programs.  So before I turn it over to Dr. Gilmore I also want to 
point out that we will be bringing Sean Butterly to the podium for this presentation this evening as 
well, from what he tells me a short presentation, I recommend you get comfortable.  It’s because of his 
thoughtfulness and his brilliant idea that we are recognizing these two men this evening. 
 
Dr. Gilmore-Thank you Mr. Buzzannco and I am delighted to welcome excellence in coaching this 
evening and if these two coaches would please join us at the podium along with our Athletic Director, 
Roberto Medic, as well as Attorney Butterly please. This is a proud moment for the Watertown 
community, if everyone would join us at the podium. 
 
Mr. Butterly-Thank you Dr. Gilmore.  As we walk to the podium Mr. Chairman Ed Sakl is enroute, he 
said to go on with the presentation, we will get some photos with Ed at the end of the photo op, he is 
enroute.   
 
Mr. Buzzannco-If he is enroute we could wait. 
 

 Mr. Butterly-I think we could continue, I was going to ask Coach Ferguson to say a couple of words.  
 Mine is short by brief.   Don’t be cynical.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 Mr. Ferguson-Good evening first of all thank you for the invitation to come here this evening, I was  
 here for a function at Wilby High School that was happening on Saturday evening and they were  
 gracious enough to honor myself and a couple of other athletes who played at Wilby High School and 
 when Sean asked me to come here this evening I extended my stay because I have very fond memories  
 of Watertown High School.  I enjoyed the time I was here both as a teacher and as a coach and I  
 thought of them, Sean kept me abreast of the team this year and what they had done and I thought 
 of the Giants saying this year when they won the Super Bowl last year, “finish” and I thought of the 
 team that 45 years ago, several members are here now, that started the journey that culminated this  
 year in a Naugatuck Valley League Championship.  We came close we had a very good group of kids,  
 I look back as I said on Saturday that Dr. Martin Luther King once said that “the significance of ones  
 Life is measured by the impact that is has on others” and I look at this group of guys, I look at guys  
 who own the companies, who are Bank Presidents, who are Pharmacists, who own medical supply  
 stores, who are individual proprietors and business owners, coaches, teachers, philabusters, Sean 
 Butterly, and mayors of Watertown and I am extremely proud.  To feel that I’ve had some impact that I 
 have touched them in some positive way and impacted their lives and hopefully sent them on the  
 successful paths that there on really humbles me and makes me realize how significant and yet  
 insignificant we are that we touch people and we impact them and that measures how important, 
 how significant that we really are.  So I thank you for the recognition this evening and the opportunity 
 to say a few words, to be brought before you and to share this moment, with a moment in time that we 
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 all shared, and we all treasured.  Thank you. 
 
 Mr. Butterly-Before you sit down,  Coach Sakl will finish the job.  Ed would you like to follow up 
 and say a few words for us and then we will give you the citations. 
 
 Mr. Sakl-First of all I apologize for being late, anytime it’s not during basketball season it’s funny how  
 you can’t get out of work when you need to get out of work, so but yeah no I appreciate it, I wish my 
 kids were here with me because you know they are really the ones that did all the work, they put in all  
 the time, the effort but it’s an honor to be mentioned in the same breathe as a coach like Shellie  
 Ferguson and to see how far the program has come.  You know when the kids have been putting the 
 work in every day, not only on the basketball court but in the classroom which is where we really look 
 to push them and they come in as boys and we hope they leave as men and that is the biggest  
 picture, but you know it always helps to win ballgames and you know we are looking forward to this 
 year, hopefully a lot of community support and hopefully we will see you all at the games.  So thank 
 you very much.   
 
 Mr. Butterly-Mr. Chairman would you like to present these.  The Chairman now has the citations 
 for, which I think you basically read the essence of it up there, so maybe we could get a photo op 
 with Eddie and Coach Ferguson and then I have a couple of words if you don’t mind Mr. Chairman. 
 
 Mr. Buzzannco-Ed why don’t you join me up here, whereas Ed Sakl guided the 2011-2012  
 Watertown Men’s Basketball Team to its first Naugatuck Valley League Championship and to 
 a runner up finish in the Class M State Championship game at the Mohegan Sun Arena now 
 therefore the Watertown Board of Education in the spirit of its support of excellence in the  
 coaching of our student athletes, hereby commends the aforesaid Ed Sakl for his achievement 
 in coaching excellence dated at Watertown, CT this 24

th
 day of September 2012.  Congratulations 

 and thank you. 
 
 Mr. Sakl-Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
 Mr. Buzzannco-Whereas Shellie Ferguson taught at Watertown High School and coached in  
 1968-1969 Watertown’s Men’s Basketball Team in its inaugural year in Naugatuck Valley League 
 competition guided them to a 12 and 7 record and State Tournament berth now therefore the  
 Watertown Board of Education in the spirit of its support of excellence in the coaching of our student 
 athletes hereby commends the aforesaid Shellie Ferguson for his achievement in coaching excellence, 
 dated at Watertown, CT this the 24

th
 day of September 2012.  Congratulations and thank you. 

 
 Mr. . Ferguson-Thank you. 
 
 Mr. Butterly-Listen ladies and gentlemen they have been nice enough, Mr. Chairman I will try to 
 make this speech because most guys on the team like us have been waiting all these years to handle 
 that trophy so that was the biggest moment but I have to just say a couple of things.  If you played  

Basketball for Shellie Ferguson in the 1967-1969 era, this is a great night; we can both honor him who 
so capably led us into NVL Men’s Basketball Competition in the late 1960’s and also honoring Ed Sakl 
the coach who guided his players to the NVL title over 40 years later.  To Shellie I can repeat the 
message our team inscribed on a clock our captain, Steve Brown, whose with us tonight, presented him 
at his awards ceremony this past Saturday (for Wilby High Standouts) “To Shellie Ferguson-a 
basketball coach whose life lessons withstand the test of time.”   In March I described for the Board of 
Education the profound, impact Shellie had on our team; he brought our players to the courts of the 
North End of Waterbury.  He brought Waterbury players to our gym for “whole court runs” and 
practice really hard with those great athletes. 
 
When we played the “real games” in the NVL-we knew and respected our opponents, but Shellie 
helped us believe in ourselves and we won 12 games in our initial NVL year, finishing 2

nd
 and making 

the State Tournament.   Ed Sakl “closed the deal” as this year’s coach, guiding the Indians to the NVL  
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title and state runner-up slot in the finals at Mohegan Sun.  Ironically, a Wilby Wildcat transfer, Justin 
Mitchell, played a big role on the team.  
 
Like Shellie, Eddie Sakl is a coach who inspires and teaches. He is in charge, but his players are 
extremely confident in their team roles.  Shellie Ferguson had a saying that quickly let us know if we  
were “going it alone” and abandoning our team role.  He would bellow at us in the huddle at a time 
out:  “There’s too many chiefs and not enough Indians.”  (In an obvious reference to our High School 
nickname.)  Ed Sakl’s comments to the press about bad spells in an otherwise  amazing 2011-2012 
season would always be to the effect that, “….for a while in that game we stopped playing team 
defense.”   Yes, Ed Sakl, like Shellie teaches that key concept so transferable to your job, your 
marriage your parenting:  “You are at your best when you collaborate with others.”  Ed had a lot of 
talent this year-but no superstar-each night a team member would to something special to enable the 
team to win and eventually capture the NVL crown and finals in the State Tournament. 
 
I am proud tonight, as a member of the Watertown Board of Education, to recognize my classmates and 
teammates who travelled some distances to recognize Ed and Shellie-Our co-captain and Billy Finn 
award winner, would you please stand the big man, Mr. Steve Brown, now of Lynn, Mass.   Our other 
co-captain Nate Johnson, is working tonight but sends his best to Shellie, his teammates and Coach 
Sakl-we are going to attend a game together this year and Nate will be with us.  We have the famous 
apple farmer and soccer, basketball and baseball letterman and star of the play Oklahoma, Jim March. 
Please stand Jimmy.   We also have here a guy we call “fast Eddie Sklanka, who has been my best 
friend for life and a football wide receiver and versatile basketball player, former Watertown coach, 
who helped Mr. Moffo coach this team after Shellie left town and a wonderful talented person, one of 
the big games he had played a key role in our biggest win, a 16 point win over a good Sacred Heart 
team.  In fact I remember somebody was telling me his girlfriend jumped out of the stands and gave 
him a hug and now he has been married for 37 years to Sue Sklanka.   And then we have one of the 
most terrific athletes ever, I am proud to say that I kind of helped Coach Gargano run the offense in 
football, I was the quarterback.  Our quarterback on defense was a guy that even now you wouldn’t 
want to get hit by, Billy Yeager.   He had a beautiful shooting touch on the basketball court and of 
course played really good defense and this is a great athlete and a great guy and we are really lucky to 
have Billy, he also coached the varsity men and women at Watertown.  We have finally, me, Sean 
Butterly.  I was a Junior High School “gunner” who was apprised by Coach Ferguson to follow my role 
which was to “break the press and get the ball to my teammates.” Not only did it work-people started 
liking me again-thanks coach!  I ‘ll never forget being sick at a Junior High game and everybody 
wanted Ed Sklanka , who got the most points, and said we didn’t miss you at all. 
 
Seriously, and finally-so we can get pictures with the trophies and coaches-thanks to two inspiring men 
who impacted young adults greatly.  In our junior year at Watertown High School Dr. King and Bobby 
Kennedy were assassinated.  Great teachers and coaches like Shellie Ferguson were role models for 
myself and my teammates.  Shellie helped us to continue to believe in the American Dream in the face 
of so much senseless turmoil and grief.  The basketball court became a source of refuge and strength 
where we could still unite in a common goal.  In this century, Ed Sakl teaches young kids that 
basketball and school spirit trumps cynicism and lethargy.  We Board members and our former players 
salute his efforts and thank him for helping his kids fill that gym and bring this town together.  
Congrats Ed and Shellie may God Bless you as we have been blessed by your efforts on behalf of the 
kids you coached and educated.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco- we will call a five minute recess, we will reconvene at 7:51 p.m. 
 
Mr. Butterly-Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-I would like to call the meeting back to order.  Let’s continue with a presentation from 
Adam Kuegler our Student Council Representative. 
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E. Report from Student Council Representative – Adam Kuegler 
 

Mr. Kuegler-Thank you.  Continuing the topic about athletics our fall sports are in full swing, the 
football team will be looking to rebound from the 28-13 loss to Holy Cross last week, this week at 
Wilby, Thursday night at Municipal Stadium.   The volleyball team will take on Terryville this 
Wednesday.  Both boys and girls soccer teams will take on Naugatuck tomorrow night , boys at 
Naugatuck and girls in Watertown.   The cross country teams will be hosting Kennedy and St. Paul and 
they have been competing in invitationals and will continue to do so, last week at Stratton Brook in 
Simsbury and this upcoming week at Ocean State Invitational in Rhode Island, and these invitationals 
really provide away for the runners to run again people from all over the state and even the Northeast 
and help runners to stand out to college recruiters and we just get great experience in that way.  Field 
Hockey this Friday will take on Laurelton Hall.  Another athletic note, Mr. Medic our Athletic Director 
has started a twitter feed, WHS Indians and it is a great way to keep updated on what is going on with 
Watertown High School sports.  In terms of class meetings which I mentioned last time all of the 
classes have met with administrators and the seniors have actually met twice, they met with Guidance 
recently to talk about college applications and they Guidance Department and administration are in the 
process of trying to verify class rankings.  Some upcoming tests are the SAT’s on October 6

th
 and the 

ASFAD Friday, October 19
th

.   Cheerleading had a very successful Retail 101 sale this past weekend 
and the team also donated a flat screen TV to the Senior Center recently.  The Watertown High School 
Parent night will be October 2

nd
 at 6:30 and the link crew will hold a movie night for freshman this 

Friday night which is a continuation of orientation and making our freshman feel comfortable at the 
school.  And then just some of the buzz around the school is students aren’t the happiest with the 
school lunches, specifically the portion sizes, they feel that they are not getting enough, the grinder line 
is actually always has a lot of kids in it which takes longer to get through it because are not buying the 
hot lunches as much, mainly because of the portion sizes.   Thank you. 
 
Mr. Butterly-Mr. Chairman I did have one question of student representative, is anybody of any note 
getting an Eagle Scout award soon from Watertown besides the high school? 
 
Mr. Kuegler-I am not sure. 
 
Mr. Butterly-That would be our representative, my wife is very proud to get an invitation to the 
October 4

th
 or 5

th
 is it Eagle Scout induction.  Aren’t you getting inducted? 

 
Mr. Kuegler-It already happened. 
 
Mr. Butterly-Oh you did, well then is your buddy Albino. 
 
Mr. Kuegler-Albin. 
 
Mr. Butterly-Okay that is what I was trying to find out, so he is at the high school also. 
 
Mr. Kuegler-Correct. 
 
Mr. Butterly-So we have at least a couple of Eagle Scouts up here to. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-We have two Eagle Scouts that we are very proud of. 
 
Mr. Butterly-Thank you Mr. Chairman and thank you Mr. Kuegler. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Adam thank you for your report this evening. 
 

 
F. Public Participation-None 
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G. Budget Summary-(Information Only) 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Members received in their weekly packets a year to date report of expenditures 

incumberences and the latest balances by line item.  Are there any questions from Board members at 

this time? 

 

 (A lot of this dialog was very inaudible due to the participants being on the other side of the room) 

 

Ms. Colangelo-I do have a question regarding the encumbrances.  I am assuming that’s a full year 

encumbrance?  

 

Mr. Buccitelli-That would be the contracted salary, so each contract is for the year.  We do have, just to 

let you know that in the terms of the WEA there will be an adjusted step increase per contract which 

takes place on January 1st and then that will be incorporated into the salary range.    

 

Ms. Colangelo-The year to date encumbrances are they also for the full year? 

 

Mr. Buccitelli-Yes these incumberences will be related to the salaries in the contract, the contracted 

salaries, all the contracts that we have, and also would be the purchase orders, (inaudible).  So the 

incumberences would be in there and then they are liquidated (inaudible). 

 

Ms. Colangelo-Okay thank you. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Are there any other questions regarding the Budget Summary? 

 
H.     Committee Reports:  
 
         Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair-No Report 
         Policy and Labor Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair 
 

Mr. Berthel-Yes the Policy and Labor Committee met before the Board of Education Meeting 
this evening and we will be bringing forth some proposed changes to three policies for first 
reading at our next regular Board meeting. 
 

         Budget and Finance Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-No Report 
         Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-No Report 
         Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Ray Nardella, Chair-No report 
 

I. Communications – Secretary 
 

Mr. Berthel-Mr. Chairman the Board of Education received a thank you note from our own 
Board member Ms. Susan McCabe that I would like to read, this is dated September 19, 2012.   
Dear Gail and Board Members, Thank you so much for thinking of me and my family, the 
beautiful flower arrangement arrived the day I returned from Nashville and provided a lift to all 
of us after a few hectic days.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is appreciated. Sincerely, 
Susan McCabe 
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J.      Minutes 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
Agenda Item Number: J.1.  
Subject:    Minutes    

 

Motion Presented by: Mr. Berthel 

Motion Seconded by: Mr. Nardella  
Text of Motion:              To approve the minutes of the Board of Education Regular Meeting, 

September 10, 2012         
 

Discussion:   Corrections.  Mr. Lambert-On page 8 last paragraph about a third of the 
way down it talked about Watertown High School you see that we are not 
necessarily performing in line with schools, other schools with the same 
DRG.  I think that is what she meant to say. 

    Mr. Buzzanco-Correct that would be DRG as an acronym for District 
Response Group. 

    Mr. Lambert-DRG 
    Mr. Buzzannco-Are there other corrections to the minutes? 
    Ms. Colangelo-Yes I unfortunately have a lot of them, I guess a lot of it has 

to do with the clerk being new and not knowing us very well.  Hopefully 
will be able to help her out in the future. 

    Item C.1., on the bottom of page 1, Motion presented by Mr. Tom Lambert, 
Tom was chairing the Committee at that time and he ‘asked” for a motion, 
in fact Ray Nardella made that motion. 

    Page 2-the top of the page-Text of the motion should read:  “To add item CI 
to the Agenda,  Report from Student Council Representative Adam 
Kuegler. 

    I have a list here and I can give it to you. 
    Page 4-Lisa Dalton oath of office: I believe the oath says “faithfully 

discharge” not “safely discharge.” 
    Page 5- at the bottom, the discussion for the motion that says Mr. 

Buzzannco you are now the chair, that should come after the motion passes 
    not before. 
    Page 6-again it was its says motion “passed” by it should say motion 

“presented” by, this was under Item H, again Guy was chairing the meeting 
and he asked for the motion it was Eric Berthel that made the motion. 
Under the vote I abstained I don’t know about the other three, Sue and 
Rich you abstained, okay, I abstained and I’m not listed.  It might be a good 
idea until the clerk gets used to the names and voices of the Board 
members, that Guy call out the names of those that abstain. 

    Page 14-again under Discussion those were comments after the motion 
passed, it was not part of the discussion, so that should come after the 
motion passed, the welcoming and congratulations.  I guess that’s it. 

 
    Mr. Buzzanco-Thank you are there any other corrections to the minutes? 
    Is there a motion to accept the minutes as corrected. 
 
    Mr. Berthel-Mr. Chairman I move that we accept the minutes of the 

Regular Board of Education Meeting, September 10, 2012 as corrected. 
 
    Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Mr. Berthel is there a second? 
 
    Mr. Nardella-Second. 
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Opposed:   None 

Abstained:              None 

Vote:    Motion passes unanimously 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

K.     Superintendent's Recommendations and Report 
 

Dr. Gilmore-Thank you Mr. Buzzannco and good evening Board of Education members and of course 

to our community attending this evening.  I would like to begin by welcoming Mr. Pasquale Buccitelli 

to his first Board of Education meeting tonight as our Business Manager, welcome Pat and we do look 

forward to your leadership. 

 

Mr. Buccitelli-Thank you. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-I would also like to thank Mr. Buzzannco, Attorney Butterly and A.D. Medic for their 

citation presentation this evening to our wonderful coaches, it is always great when we can thank those 

who have given so much to our students and the community.  I thank you all for that.   Tonight we do 

have two presentations on our 2012 Summer School Programming and another presentation of the 

2012 CMT/CAPT Connecticut Standardized Testing.  At this time I would like to invite Chryll 

Beliveau who is the lead teacher at Judson School to present the kindergarten through Grade 5 Summer 

Enrichment Program for your review. 

 
 

 1.Appointments-(Information Only) 

 

a) Ms. Veronica Summerfield to the position of Long Term Substitute Grade 6 Science 

teacher at Swift Middle School effective September 10, 2012 through October , 2012 at the 

Substitute Teacher’s rate of $75.00 per day for the first 10 days and on the eleventh day 

placed on Step 2 of the WEA contract of $41,700.00 prorated. 

 

b) Ms. Kathy Sklanka to the position of English Language Arts Grade 7 Teacher at Swift 

Middle School effective, August 28, 2012, paid at the Substitute Teacher’s rate of $75.00 

per day for the first 10 days and on the eleventh day placed on Step 2 of the WEA contract 

of  $41, 700.00 prorated.   Once DSAP is approved will be paid retroactive, on Step 7, of 

the MA degree schedule $55,852.00. 

 

c) Ms. Sandra Ramponi to the position of Paraprofessional, Category #2 at Swift Middle 

School effective September 11, 2012, 30 hours per week at the hourly rate of $16.17. 

 

d) Ms. Nanette Brodeur to the position of Paraprofessional Category #2 at Judson School, 

effective September 18, 2012, 30 hours per week at the hourly rate of $14.98. 

 

e) Mr. Paul Catuccio to the position of Athletic Director at Swift Middle School for the 

2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,942.00. 
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f) Mr. Paul Catuccio to the position of Girls’  Soccer Coach at Swift Middle School for the 

2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,382.00, payable at the end of the 

season.   

 

g) Mr. William Leifert to the position of Cross Country Coach at Swift Middle School for  

the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,382.00 payable at the end of the 

season. 

 

h) Ms. Kate Elwood to the position of Field Hockey Coach at Swift Middle School for the  

   2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,241.00, payable at the end of the

   season. 

 

i) Mr. Joseph Nappi to the position of Boys’ Soccer Coach at Swift Middle School for the 

2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,103.00, payable at the end of the 

season. 

 

j) Ms. Denise Brown to the  position of Field Hockey Coach at Watertown High School 

for the 2012-2013  school year at the contractual stipend of $3,361.00, payable at the end of 

the season. 

 

k) Ms. Carrie Donorfio to the position of Field Hockey Assistant Coach at Watertown 

High School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,382.00, payable 

at the end of the season. 

 

l) Ms. Sherry Cosmos to the position of Cheerleading Coach at Watertown High School 

for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $3,363.00, payable at the end of 

the season. 

 

m) Mr. George Palomba to the position of Football Assistant Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013  school year at the contractual stipend of $3,363.00, payable at the 

end of the season. 

 

n) Mr. Charles Ubaldi to the position of Girls’ Freshman Soccer Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,241.00, payable at the 

end of the season. 

 

o) Mr. Garry Smith to the position of Girls Swimming Coach at Watertown High School 

for the 2012-2013  school year at the contractual stipend of $3,363.00, payable at the end of 

the season. 

 

p) Ms. Christina Moher to the position of Girls Junior Varsity Soccer Coach at Watertown 

High School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,241.00, payable 

at the end of the season. 

 

q) Mr. Kristian Kuegler to the position of Head Cross Country Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $2,8021.00, payable at  
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the end of the season. 

 

r) Ms. Allison DeMarest to the position of Volleyball Coach at Watertown High School 

for the 2012-2013  school year at the contractual stipend of $2,942.00, payable at the end  of 

the season. 

 

s) Mr. Kevin Danaher to the position of Assistant Girls Swimming Coach at Watertown 

High School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $1,959.00, payable 

at the end of the season. 

 

t) Mr. Duane Rodis to the position of Junior Varsity Volleyball Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of  $1,962.00, payable at the 

end of the season. 

 

u) Ms. Lisa Marino to the position of Varsity Girls Soccer Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $3,083.00, payable at the 

end of the season. 

 

v) Mr. Keith Borkowksi to the position of Assistant Football Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $3,363.00, payable at the 

end of the season. 

 

w) Mr. Luigi Velardi to the position of Assistant Football Coach at Watertown High School 

for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $3,363.00, payable at the end of 

the season. 

 

x) Mr. Jerry Valentino to the position of Assistant Football Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $3,363.00, payable at the 

end of the season. 

 

y) Mr. Michael Verronneau to the position of Varsity Football Coach at Watertown High 

School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of  $5,183.00, payable at the 

end of the season. 

 

z) Ms. Kimberly Tessier to the position of Assistant Cross Country Coach at Watertown 

High School for the 2012-2013 school year at the contractual stipend of $1,959.00, payable 

at the end of the season.  

 

2. 2012 Summer School Program-Information Only 

 

 Administration will present a report on the district’s 2012 summer programming. 

 

The Title 1 Funded Summer Enrichment Program serving students in grades K-5 will be presented 

by Lead Teacher, Chryll Beliveau. 

 

Ms. Beliveau-Hi everybody how are you?  Were back, with another successful year, as you can see by  

the slide that is in front of you our theme this year was the Rain Forest and our program ran from June  
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25
th

 to July 19
th

.  Population of our students, the first year that we offered the program we had 109 

students and transportation was provided that year.  In the following years 2010, 2011 and 2012 as you 

will see we went down in 2010 because we were no longer providing that transportation it was difficult 

for people to find transportation for those children.  Once the program came around in 2011 the 

students were so excited the parents had an opportunity to make arrangements, the program actually 

runs more efficient and we utilized the time better without the transportation being provided.  It was 

such a large expense in the program that we were able to use the funding for more appropriate 

faniqulatives for the students and nurture for the students.  The program has Kindergarten, first, 

second, third, fourth and fifth students and the class sizes averaged about 15.  They were determined 

eligible for the program based on the district level testing the DRA’s.   

 

Typical day what it looked like when the students came in hour of math, hour of language, all the 

activities integrated, social and organizational skills, and we utilized manipulative, cooperative 

learning groups. differentiation of instruction and levels guided readers.  The reading lessons that were 

provided for the students were based on date obtained from the DRA.  Previous to the end of the school 

year data was collected from the administrators and the teachers as to the levels of each individual 

student and the skills that they were needed some type of remediation in.  The data was so important 

because it enabled the teachers working with the students who may not have seen those students 

through the course of the year to get a picture of the student and to drive the instruction in the program.  

This year we were able to pull specific details which not only gave us a level that the student was 

reading at but also break it down into whether they were having difficulty with certain skills. For 

example, summarizing and everything was tied to the Rain Forest.  Again a writing component to our 

language where the students utilized graphic organizers to develop an organize their ideas, they worked 

on expository and narrative pieces, narrative pieces primarily K-4, the introduction of expository 

mainly in grade 5.  And that is one of the pieces.  The math instruction was driven by the common core 

and we concentrated on the basics.  Addition and subtraction K-2, multiplication 3-5 and to all of the 

grade levels problem solving. 

 

We were lucky enough to have classrooms over at John Trumbull, Mrs. Scully opened up the building 

and between Mrs. Scully and Mrs. Meka they found us rooms that had all smart boards that we were 

able to utilize for the  summer programs, and we appreciate that.  Social skills were also worked on.  

Weekly communications were driven by the, were written by the teachers and they were responsible to 

communicate weekly to the parents as to what the program was about as far as academics and the 

skills.  Now every year we do this program and every year we have to have a hook to get these poor 

children into the school system, we realize as adults how important this is to them but unfortunately 

these little children don’t realize how important it is to come into the building during the summer so 

we really do have to have something exciting so we did the theme of the program was the Rain Forest 

we were lucky enough to locate an organization up in Massachusetts that came around and did 

presentations.  This presentation was absolutely dynamite, the person presenting it had everybody 

engaged, we included the students in the other summer school program, the special ed program and we 

were filled to capacity.  He had lions, lions, lions I am thinking of the article I read during the day, he 

had alligators, he had snakes, he had a tarantula and they were just totally totally overwhelmed as many 

of the adults were as well, and as they left the last day I still remember some of the students trying to 

figure out what we are doing next year, I ask for ideas. 
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Kate Elwood-Hi I’m Kate Elwood, I am a grade 6 ELA  teacher over at Swift and I worked with 

Chryll over the year with the Governors Summer Reading Challenge and every single year the governor 

of Connecticut sponsors a summer reading challenge for students in Kindergarten through grade 12.  

Each student in grade K-8 receives copies of the Governors Summer Reading Challenge Journal from 

their school and in order to participate in this journal they just have to read a book and they would 

come in and tell us about a book at John Trumbull and they were able to get a free book and bring it 

home and keep it.  And we had twice the amount of books that we had last year and we got rid of I 

think about 90% of them, so it was great to see the excitement.  We partnered with the Park and Rec 

Department as well as the summer school upstairs and we also gave some to Laura Meka and through 

the Town Times and the public library we got a lot student interest this year.  Students actually from 

Swift and Judson, there were about three girls came in and the do a book club over the summer so they 

are very excited to get duplicate copies of certain books that they could share with their friends which 

was great to see.  So once again we had a great program this year and I can’t wait for next year.  And I 

am just going to close with a note that a girl actually wrote, and I swear that I didn’t tell her to write 

this note.   

 

Dear Ms. Elwood, thank you very much for finding Sophie the Daredevil book for me.  I am really 

excited about the Scholastic Book Program.  I can’t believe that you are giving away free books.  I have 

read 11 chapter books so far this summer because of your fantastic program.  My goal is to read 30 

books before I go back to school.  Have a great summer and thank you again.  So it was great to see the 

reading amongst children.   

 

Ms. Beliveau-We have been lucky enough to get a group of highly qualified teachers every year that 

we do this and this year we had a wealth of personnel working with us, we had volunteers, students 

from Swift who came over who read to the students, we had an intern who came in and assisted us with 

the Governors Reading Challenge Program, we had more help then we did need them all and it was just 

so exciting to see the older students reading to the younger students.  The instructional team Ms. Donna 

Sincrono, Mr. Evan Crane, Ms. Kate Elwood, Ms. Sarah Galpin, Ms. Gail Lawson, Ms. Terry 

Marcourt, Ms. Veronica Summerfield, Ms. Robin Troisi and Ms. Mary Rose Avoletta was our intern.  

Now we have to follow up for this for us to determine whether it was successful.  Last year we took the 

data in October and we collected all the DRA scores and we crunched some numbers, Dr. Collin was 

still here at the time, and we pulled that information together and what we found last year was that the 

strongest gains were made in Kindergarten through grade 2, we found that there were gains made in 

grades 3 and 4 minimal but the biggest area where we had the gains was Kindergarten through grade 2.  

I believe that Dr. Collin came back and provided you with that information so I didn’t want to 

duplicate it this evening to provide it.  What will happen in the future is that the DRA’s are being given 

to the students now until the end of October, I will contact the building administrators and working 

with them we will once again pull that data and provide you, a little bit later on in the school year with 

the data and the results on the success of this program.  Now again as I said last year and I think Sue 

remembers, any ideas what so ever for next year, feel free to leave a note with Dr. Gilmore. 

 

Ms. Colangelo-You did very well for not knowing what you were going to do. 

 

Ms. Beliveau-Yup we got to this point so, we’ve got some ideas but if anybody has anything feel free 

to give them to Dr. Gilmore and I’m sure she will forward them to me. 

 

Mr. Nardella-I like the lion idea. 
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Ms. Beliveau-The which idea, the lion idea, will have to get some lions in.  Thank you very much. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Thank you very much.  We certainly want to thank your leadership as well as the teachers 

involved in our children, outstanding program and the data is truly to show us the need for our children 

and literacy so we can’t thank you enough on behalf of the Board of Ed and myself.   Thank you for the 

excellent work you’ve done.  I visited in the summer and it was just so much fun to be part of the 

program, so thank you, great job.  We are not going to move onto Laura Meka please.  Laura is the 

John Trumbull primary school Assistant Principal and she is going to present the Secondary Level 

Summer School Program for our review and information and I did have the opportunity to visit that 

program as well this summer as well, excellent job.   

 

The Secondary Level Summer School Program housed at Watertown High School will be presented  

by, Summer School Director, Laura Meka. 

 

Ms. Meka-Good Evening everyone, it’s hard to follow Chryll because she’s got all these cute pictures, 

I try to tell my summer school kids can I just take a picture of you but it doesn’t go so well.  Anyway I 

am the Director of Watertown Tuition Summer School and we service grades 6-12.  So this year we 

had 78 students, that’s lower than previous years, we had 93 last year and a 105 the year before so I 

think that is due to all the good things going on at the high school, all the changes being made and you 

can see the breakdown, I won’t read those to you.   We do have students from other districts who come 

and the rule usually is they have to take the class in their district but if its cancelled or not offered they 

are allowed to come to another district, so they come to Watertown.  We had a change this year we 

tried, Dr. Collin and I worked together on being the most efficient with getting children in the classes 

that they need so we hired a registrar this year and she was a certified teacher from the high school who 

knows every class like the back of her hand so she was able to say this student failed this, this is what 

the child needs when she shows up in summer school so that worked really well for us this year.   We 

did offer incentives for attendance because it’s hard to get high schoolers to come in the building in the 

summer as well even though they have to.  We ran summer school from June 25
th

 to July 20
th

 .  

Courses that were offered and I feel so lucky and fortunate to work with wonderful teachers who care 

deeply for children, they want to establish relationships with kids throughout the summer and keep 

them connected, those teachers are Ms. Bain, Ms. Rovero, Mr. McCritt, Ms. Knott and Mr. Mobassa, 

most are teachers here from the high school except our Spanish Mr. Mobassa.  He comes from 

Terryville High School but in much demand.  And you’ve heard me talk about CARE before we, I 

think this is year three of CARE being added to summer school.  CARE stands for choices, attitude, 

respect and excellence and offers students a continues connection with their own guidance counselors 

here through the summer, and they went on a field trip I was hoping to have one of the girls, I had 

emailed her and asked her if she could come and talk about her field trip tonight because they actually 

built a House for Habitat for Humanity, which I know your aware of. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco- Two houses. 

 

Ms. Meka-Two, well I know they went on a week-long field trip; they built them both in a week. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Well they actually didn’t construct two houses, two stick built houses, they 

participated in an effort to rehabilitate two homes, to remodel them to make them handicapped 

accessible.  The second home there was a man in his 20’s that had never been out of the home, 

wheelchair bound and (inaudible) and not to allow a wheelchair to go through.  So their worked  
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allowed him to navigate the first floor of the home, he had so much freedom (inaudible) the value and 

enjoying the meaning of having all that freedom. 

 

Ms. Meka-That’s fantastic and I commend Jenna Larkin because she got her license, a special van 

license, to drive the children there which was great. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-So did our detention counselor, he also helped out.  Mr. Foss did the very same thing 

got himself a special van license. 

 

Ms. Meka-So they managed to drive the students. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Qualified to drive a vehicle of that kind. 

 

Ms. Meka-So lastly I just have the breakdown of students, we did have 7 students from Swift this year, 

a total of 102 classes.  So out of all of those kids we had 78 students taking a 102 classes.  Any 

questions for me?  Next year I’m going to put in a picture for you.   

 

Dr. Gilmore-Ms. Meka we certainly want thank you for your leadership as well and your wonderful 

staff that really does connect with our students, their caregivers and they are fabulous people, in order 

to take a van permit that way and really extend themselves for our students please on behalf of the 

Board and myself please thank them very, very much from all of us and if the Board has any questions 

or comments for either Chryll or Laura. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-I guess just one quick clarification because our Secondary Summer School Program is 

tuition based are all students from outside the district paying to take those classes. 

 

Ms. Meka-Yes there is a slightly higher fee for out of district, unless the student that lives in 

Watertown and attends Holy Cross or Nonnewaug they do get the Watertown rate. 

 

Ms. McCabe-I am just curious how the credit recovery rate was, did you have a good success rate. 

 

Ms. Meka-I am so pleased, last year I had to report one failure and was due to lack of attendance 

which breaks my heart, I would go drive myself and get the child if I could, get him out of bed to get 

here but this year we had a 100% credit recovery, so I am so happy, and you know I really got the sense 

this year that kids won’t be back next year.  You know I’ve some children who if you failed, say your 

whole freshmen year, you have to spend two possibly three summers making that up because you are 

only allowed to take two classes, unless you get special permission from the principal, sometimes they 

allow a child to make up three you know if there was an illness in the family or something, those kids 

would be allowed to try taking three, so the kids worked really, really hard, you know we keep these 

connections, tell me why you’re here, I go into every class the first day of school, what happened, how 

do you end up in summer school.  And some of the things that they tell me just amaze me, you know I 

didn’t have a connection, or I don’t read Ms. Meka, well are you going to read this summer, yes I am 

going to read this summer because my mom says if I don’t she is going to kill me.  But they rise to the 

challenge in summer school and I’m thrilled for that.  Any other questions. 

 

Mr. Nardella-Nice job. 
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Ms. Meka-Thank you. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Very nice job Ms. Meka, thank you.  Barbara Peck our Interim Director of Curriculum  

 

Instruction Assessment and Professional Development will present the 2012 Connecticut Mastery Test 

and Connecticut Academic Performance Test for our review.  Welcome Ms. Peck. 

 

3. 2012 CMT/CAPT Presentation-(Information Only) 

 

Barbara Peck, Interim Director of Curriculum, Assessment and Professional Development will present 

report on 2012 CMT/CAPT. 
 

Ms. Peck-Thank you and good evening to the Board and to our guests in the audience.  It is my 

pleasure to present the results of the 2012 State Assessments for the students in grades 3-8 and grade 

10.  And while there are most measures of student achievement these are really important yard sticks 

for the district, they determine our district and school performance index, which is a measurement from 

the state.  And I would like to take this opportunity to thank the teachers for preparing the children for 

these tests.  Our goal team administrators, some of whom are here tonight, for their leadership and staff 

support and to the parents for nurturing and setting high expectations for their children.  Thank you 

very much.   

 

This slide provides an overview of the areas that we test.  In science we are testing every grade level 

grades 5 and 8.  During the 2010-2011 school year Dr. Gilmore focused on literacy at every grade level 

and so you can see the gains here that we have made in the 3
rd

 grade level, our reading score exceeded 

the state average by 5%, our writing score was at 8.3% above the state goals and our math score 

matches the state average, so we saw some significant gains in a very short time.  In grades 4 we saw a 

6.9% gain in reading, 7.4% points above the state average with writing and our math was flat and our 

math is below the state average in grade 4.   Here again we see a healthy 4.2% gain in reading, in gains 

in all of the content areas in grade 5.  In grade 6 again more gains in reading 2.7%, with writing above 

the state average and the math was below the state average for 2012.  Again in grade 7 are reading and 

writing scores are above the state average and math is below, our math remains flat for 2011-2012.  In 

grade 8 our reading, writing and science are all above the state average, again our math is below. Now 

the power of all of this is when you look at a cohort of students overtime, because as we look at 

students who are in third grade and then they look at another group of youngsters in third grade its 

gives us information about our curriculum but it doesn’t tell us how students are improving, so that is 

why we look at cohort scores, because this is the most useful data.  So looking at the cohort in 2007, 

grade 3 cohort and in grade 3 56.2% of the students were above in reading and if you look at their 

growth overtime those are our current 8
th

 grade students, they have made a 26.7% gain from 3
rd

 grade 

to 8
th

 grade.  Again that is a tribute to our fine staff and if you were to look at all the other grade levels 

to you can see gains, the 2008 cohort began at 51.6% that goal in 3
rd

 grade and at 7
th

 grade this year, in 

2012 85.8%, so this is where you see really the products of quality effort and work in the school.  If we 

look at writing again, we are going to look at that same cohort in 2007, we have an 11.6% gain from 3
rd

 

grade right on up to 8
th

 grade.  And again if we look back at that same cohort we have a 2.9% gain in 

math.  So you are looking at around tuatively a 50% gain in all three content areas.  So that is very fine 

growth and if we look through all of those years we will see growth. 
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When I was talking about the scores I emphasized the math performance because we have a course 

correction that we need here, we need to look at what we are doing, we need to look at how we are 

delivering the curriculum, we need to look at our resources and we will be forming a math test for, 

which will be part of our district improvement plan to take a look at what we are doing K-12, how we  

need to plan for and increased emphasis on the common core standards and what we are looking at in 

terms of materials.  In terms of reading that is an area of concern in grades 3-5, so that means we want 

to look at our program, how children are being prepared from Kindergarten through 2
nd

 grade and then 

as they enter the third grade.  While we saw gains there excellent but we need to continue to improve 

and show even greater results.  And as I mentioned with the cohort analysis it does yield evidence and 

increase the achievement over time, we need to accelerate that learning.   We are creating curriculum 

aligned to the common core standards and will be providing professional development along the way 

for teachers to build capacity district wide in all of the areas that we are focusing on.   

 

And now onto our CAPT scores, this test is taken by 10
th

 graders, we have nothing before and we have 

nothing after.  When the common core state standards and the national testing comes into effect we 

will be testing 11
th

 graders rather than 10
th

 graders.  So over time from 2006 to 2007 we have seen a 

decline in math, which is consistent with what we saw on the CMT.  A minor distance in science but 

great gains in literacy with reading and writing across the disciplines.  So our work ahead, our district 

improvement plan, our school improvement plan and our teacher goals will be focused on high 

standards for all students, will be looking at data in terms of performance at all levels and that will 

drive the work for the district, and as you know over the past few years the district has been investing 

in creating curriculum align to common core standards and that will continue as well.   One of the ways 

that we strengthen and align our curriculum is build capacity with our teachers.  It’s to provide time for 

them to meet at a collaborative team to analyze data, to reflect on their instruction, to think about better 

ways to teach, so that the learning will improve and that is part of the professional learning community 

or sometimes referred to as collaborative inquiry.  We’re looking at what we’re doing and were 

examining it so we can improve, and part of that is to collecting and analyzing data, teacher data, 

student achievement data and instructional data and that will be something that the administrative team 

will be focusing on again this year with our classroom walk throughs.  You have probably heard about 

tier instruction and that is part of the response to intervention model, that has been a national model for 

over ten years, so we are looking at quality Tier 1 instruction, that’s the classroom instruction that the 

classroom teacher delivers, and then when students continue to need support we call them Tier 2 

interventions, which the classroom teacher might be pulling a small group of students to work on 

something or it might be someone else in the building doing that.    Or Tier 3 instruction which is  

more intensive, it occurs every day and there might be someone else, it could be a reading teacher, 

reading consultant, it could be the Special Education teacher someone else working with the child to 

move them forward, and some of the structural changes that have been implemented in the district and 

are continuing to be, this year will be a big push on the students success plan that will be implementing 

at the secondary levels, the guide is study and intervention blocks and flex blocks, which is just a 

sample.   Again professional development to build our capacity and creating a greater accountability at 

the student, teacher and administrator levels, and you might ask well what does that mean at the student 

level, we will be looking for students to be setting goals, to track their progress towards meeting those 

goals, and really engaging the students in all of this rather than the teacher just being responsible, we 

want the students to take greater responsibility for that.  So we have high expectations and as we look 

at our theme “Working Together We All Achieve More”.  So in conclusion I was so happy to hear that 

you were acknowledging athletics tonight.  I would like to end with a quote from my favorite coach,  
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Vince Lombardi and he says “the price of success is hard work, dedication to the job, determination 

and applying ourselves to the task at hand” and that is what we will do.  Thank you. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Thank you Mrs. Peck that was an excellent presentation and I will open it up for 

comments and questions from the Board of Education. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-One question I would have for both of  you Dr. Gilmore and Mrs. Peck, thank you 

again for a very thorough presentation.  In future presentations and updates I would like to see our 

CMT and CAPT scores compared to our District Reference Group averages.  I think of whom we 

compare ourselves to, the DRG with the social economics and similarities to Watertown might be more 

relevant. I would also ask that that we identify on a grade and subject level where and when curriculum 

changes have been made, and where they still need to be made so we can see the fruits of that labor.  

We also want to highlight the exceptional gains made in our Reading CMT scores, particularly at 

Judson, whose improvement placed it in the top 5% of all elementary schools in Connecticut for the 3-

5 level.  It certainly is a testament to the teachers and the staff at that school.   

 

Ms. Peck-We can provide that certain information for you as well as the presentation of the common 

core. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-And we also as always with strategic planning we will be providing for the Board of 

Education on the October 22
nd

 Board of Education Meeting a Common Core State Standards Overview 

and just this Thursday for the Town Times I am inviting as many parents as possible, because it will be 

a parent friendly presentation and it will give us a nice foundation of working very strongly together.  

Together we should always be one with our teachers and our staff. 

 
 
L.     Report from the Chairman –Mr. Buzzanco-Earlier this evening we heard from the chairs of our 
committees, I would just like to take a moment to recognize and thank them for serving in that special 
capacity, and when Mark Winsler joined the district as Interim Superintendent in the summer of 2011, he was 
stunned that our Board Meetings didn’t last into the wee small hours of the morning as they do in so many 
other districts and he knew, he recognized that that was a reflection of referral quality work that goes on  at the 
committee level of our Board of Education, that is where the real work is done, that is where the hard 
questions get asked and answered so that when a new program or improvement is read to be brought forward 
to the Board of Ed for debate and discussion its thorough and it’s been fully developed and there is usually an 
additional debate about a motion or a topic but it’s done with a high degree of understanding about what the 
improvement and the goal of that improvement will be.  So we have our entire Board of Education to thank 
tonight for that because they have all served on committees and more importantly they help our committee of 
course as a whole be more effective as a result.  So tonight I want to thank each member of our Board for 
giving even more of their time and their energy in service to our district.  I will outline those members for you 
now, Curriculum and Instruction is chaired by Eric Berthel, members Susan McCabe and Ray Nardella.   
Policy and Labor chaired by Eric Berthel, members Rich Beland, David Guerrera, Susan McCabe and Mary 
Colangelo.   Project and Finance chaired by Tom Lambert, members Eric Berthel, David Guerrera and Mary 
Colangelo.  Facilities chaired by Tom Lambert with members Rich Beland and Sean Butterly.   Governance 
and Community Relations chaired by Ray Nardella with members Eric Berthel, Sean Butterly and David  
 
 
Guerrera.  In addition to the community and Board service we also have Board members who commit to 
attending each and every month our district PTO meetings and I want to publicly thank Eric Berthel our 
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Judson/Trumbull liaison, Tom Lambert who is our Polk liaison, Ray Nardella our liaison at Watertown High, 
Rich Beland our liaison at Swift Middle School.   Lastly a note to Board members, our district is a member of 
CABOE, Connecticut Association of Boards of Education that provides us with access on line to special 
resources for Board development and Board policies.  There is a website for that a log in and password that we 
can all have, if that is something you would like to check out please see me after the meeting and I will share 
that information with you, and that concludes my report for this evening. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
M.     Action Items – Adoption of Items to be Approved by consent 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agenda Item Number:  M.1. 

Subject:     Consideration of the Appointment to the Position of Watertown  

     High School Principal 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-For the consideration of the appointment to the position of Watertown High School 

Principal.  Under Board policy the Board approved the appointment of all positions, non-administrative 

or clerical positions will report directly to our Superintendent, that is what we will be doing this 

evening. 

   

 

Motion Presented by:  Susan McCabe 

Motion Seconded by:  Sean Butterly 

Text of Motion:           It is recommended that the Board approve the Superintendent’s 

 recommendation of the appointment of Ms. Bridget Heston- 

     Carnemolla to fill the position of Principal of Watertown High 

     School, effective July 2, 2012, at the contractual salary of Step 5 at 

 $125,626.00.   
 
Discussion:                              None 
                          

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:    None 

Vote:     Motion passes unanimously 

 

Mr. Buzzanco-   Motion passes congratulations and welcome officially. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
Agenda Item Number:  M.2.  
Subject:     Consideration of the Approval of Change in Authorized Signature 
     for School Lunch Program 
 

 

Motion Presented by:  Tom Lambert 

Motion Seconded by:  Ray Nardella 
Text of Motion:           It is recommended that the board approve of the change in names on 
     the Watertown Board of Education School Lunch Program to Dr. 
     Gail A. Gilmore and Mr. Pasaquale Buccitelli. 
 
Discussion:                                         None          

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:    None 
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Vote:     Motion passes unanimously 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agenda Item Number:  M.3.  
Subject:     Consideration of the Approval of Acceptance of Gifts   

 

Motion Presented by:  Mr. Nardella 

Motion Seconded by:  Mr. Lambert 
Text of Motion:                       a)   Litchfield Bancorp (Oakville Branch) would like to donate  
     school supplies to John Trumbull with and approximate value  
     of $200.00. 
 
     It is recommended that the Board approve of the accepting these 
     Generous gifts and letters of appreciation to be sent to the donors. 
 

 
Discussion    None 
                       

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:               None 

Vote:     Motion passes unanimously 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
N.  Future Agenda Items and Board Members’ Comments 
 
Mr. Butterly-Yes Mr. Chairman on two levels, first those of you who came down to Daveluy’s before and 
met our classmates etc., I would like to thank you so much, I know some of you are very busy and hopefully at 
the next event we catch you, but it was so nice of you to give us time tonight at the meeting, I want to thank all 
of you for your time.  Finally, getting on the common core, I have a copy in my top pocket of the Kindergarten 
common core, to show my wife who works two and a half days a week with my grandsons, who will be 
turning three next week because there is so much, so I just want to make a comment, any people in this town 
who encourage early literacy, reading to our kids and we just can’t give them enough and they are so curious 
about everything so I think it’s great that we have some of this information, make it available to the parents 
and I will give to my wife tonight, and again sincere thanks to all of you for what you did for our classmates 
and Coach Ferguson and Coach Sakl tonight.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Mr. Butterly, are there any other comments or future agenda items from Board 
members. 
 
Mr. Berthel-Mr. Chairman I would just like to take a moment to thank Mr. Butterly for organizing this great 
reunion of sorts here and for us to bring together forty years of great athletics in our high school, thank you, 
that could not have been an easy job to get that many people together from coach himself coming up from 
Florida, so thank you for everything. 
 
Mr. Butterly-Well the hardest thing was our captain, Stevie Brown, always took time and never entered the 
library so I made him look at the refurbished library and Shellie Ferguson said “I wish I couldn’t have gotten 
you there in high school, report cards wouldn’t have been so dramatic” and we had a good laugh alone with 
Brownie who is a great guy from our class, the big man, so thank you Eric it was a labor of love and anything 
that happened here tonight I will just never forget you guys for giving me all the space to do it and to the 
Superintendent’s office, and you to Gail, thank you. 
 
Dr. Gilmore-Thank you. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Mr. Lambert 
 
Mr. Lambert-Yes Mr. Chairman, after looking at some of the math scores and the help that the teachers are 
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formulating for that endeavor it would be nice to hopefully concentrate on possibly getting parents involved, 
over the summer of giving them some type of blueprint where they could help their students and their children 
for the following year and maybe give them a head start and also during the year.  Parental involvement is a 
big thing, it is relevant, it’s reasonable and its cheap, it doesn’t cost us a lot and I think anything we can do to 
get the parents involved will help us. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Mr. Lambert, are there any other comments or future agenda items from the Board 
members, yes Mary. 
 
Ms. Colangelo-We used to get cafeteria reports monthly, financial reports from the cafeteria, are we still 
getting those. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Yes we are. 
 
Ms. Colangelo-Okay also, somebody else asked me about this so I am bringing it forward.  These meetings  
used to be on television, Cable 5 I guess.  I know that they are taped, are the tapes getting up there to get aired 
and if they are when are they aired? 
 
Dr. Gilmore-I will get that information directly to the Board of Education but it is my understanding that, first 
of all I do want to thank everyone behind that glass for working diligently.  Yes these are aired and I will get 
that specific information to you and the time. 
 
Ms. Colangelo-The Superintendent’s office used to send them up to the cable company. 
 
Dr. Gilmore-Exactly they actually give me the tape Mary right after this and I give it to, before it was Barbara 
Marciano and now it’s Lauren Godbout and they forward it to Channel 16, Channel 21. 
 
Ms. Colangelo-Channel 21 is it, and do you know what date and time, you don’t know that. 
 
Dr. Gilmore-I’m going to get that information to you. 
 
Ms. Colangelo-Okay it used to be Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you, are there any other comments or agenda items. Hearing none we will move onto 
our next Public Participation, is there anyone who would like to address the Board? 
 
 
N.     Public Participation – Hi my name is Kathy Thompson of 40 Woodside Court, I have two students at 
Swift but I’m here as a parent, in the PTSO and I congratulate the Board for having a representative to come to 
those meetings and I would really like to see some member at each of the meetings because I think it does 
make a difference.  I think for most parents it’s really hard to come to the Board of Ed meetings, we sacrifice, I 
have kids who play sports, there in a lot of activities and I like coming here because I enjoy it but most parents 
can’t so its really important to have a Board member at those PTSO meetings, if you can’t come please have a 
backup because you will get a lot of parents input and I personally would love to see a person at the Swift 
PTSO, the next meeting and would love to get input from parents as they see more Board members at those 
meetings. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you 
 
Dr. Gilmore-Thank you 
 
 
 
Mr. Butterly-Mr. Chairman I would just like to follow up with that, at one time, before I had surgery about a 
year ago I was involved somehow and I think with Swift, so whoever is doing that now if you want me to help 
you and back you up, I would love to do it again.   
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Mr. Beland-(Inaudible) 
 
Mr. Butterly-So Rich if you ever have a conflict, because I know you have a lot of late hours in your job 
sometimes, you have my cell, so just give me a holler I would love to go ,or go with you.  Whatever is easy. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thanks so much for that.  Is there anyone else would like to address the Board this evening, is 
there anyone would like to address the Board this evening.  
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agenda:   P 

Subject:   Adjournment 

 

Motion Presented by: Mr. Nardella  

Motion Seconded by: Mr. Berthel 

 

Text of Motion:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 

 
Discussion:                          None                            

Opposed:   None 

Abstained:   None  

Vote:    Motion passes unanimously 

 

Meeting adjourned at  8:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 
 

Eric Berthel 

Board Secretary 

 

 

Carolyn Stopper 

Minutes Secretary 

 
  


