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Pending BOE Approval 

 

Watertown Board of Education 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting Date:   November 12, 2013 

Meeting Time:   7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Place:   Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

Members Present:  Mr. Guy Buzzannco, Chairman 

    Mr. Tom Lambert, Vice Chair 

    Mr. Eric Berthel 

    Ms. Janelle Wilk 

    Ms. Leslie Crotty 

    Mr. Ray Nardella 

    Mr. David Guerrera 

    Mr. Jim Gambardella     

    Ms. Josephine Cavallo-Rosa 

     

Members Absent:  None  

 

Others Present:   Dr. Thomas McDowell, Interim Superintendent of Schools   

    Mr. Andrew Terzigni, Student Council Representative 

Ms. Lisa Dalton, Town Clerk 

 

 

A. Convene Regular Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 

 

B.  Salute to the Flag  

 

C. Roll Call – Ms. Davidson 

 

D. Oath of Office 

 

 

Dr. McDowell – At this time, I would like to ask Lisa Dalton to come up and administer the oath 

to the new board members. 

Ms. Dalton – Will the new members step up to the microphone please? Please raise your right 

hands.  Do you solemnly swear that you will thankfully discharge, according to law, your duties 

as members to the Board of Education, to the best of your ability, so help you God? 



Watertown Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes  November 12th, 2013  
Page 2 

Newly Elected Members – (Ms. Crotty, Ms. Wilk, Ms. Cavallo – Rosa, Mr. Gambardella, Mr. 

Buzzannco) – I do.  

Ms. Dalton – Congratulations!  (Applause) 

 

E. Reconvene Regular Meeting 

 

F. Election of Officers 

 

Dr. McDowell – We will now move onto the election of officers.  Can I have a nomination for 

Chairman for the Watertown Board of Education, please? 

Mr. Berthel – Yes, Dr. McDowell, it is my honor and distinct privilege to place into nomination, 

the name of Guy Buzzannco, for Chairman of the Watertown Board of Education. During his first 

four years on this board, Guy chaired two of our most important sub committees, Policy & Labor 

as well as Budget & Finance. He also participated in countless other sub committee meetings. If 

for no other reason, then to be well informed about an issue he would someday have to vote 

on. He served as the board liaison on the PTO’s at both John Trumbull Primary School and 

Judson School. He could be found in attendance at virtually every school event, supporting the 

work of our children. But in September of 2012, he truly rose to the occasion, and was 

unanimously elected to serve as our next chairman when the seat suddenly became vacant. 

During his time as Chairman, Guy professionally and successfully navigated this board through 

some difficult matters and tough decisions. We were indeed fortunate to have him step up last 

September. He has set the bar for chairmanship high and he should continue to lead this board. 

While his service to his community and the school system is truly enviable, Guy’s greatest 

attributes are that he is a committed dad to his young son Alex and his step daughter Jill, a 

loving and devoted husband to his wife Beth, and a concerned parent with a personal stake in 

the education of his children and every child in the Watertown Public Schools. Guy reminds me 

of a quote from George Pepperdine, founder of Pepperdine University.  “A great gift has been 

made to each and every one of us. The privilege of living in the world for a short span of years 

and the opportunity of doing our part to help the less fortunate, to improve civilization, to 

advance knowledge, both the scientific knowledge of man and the wisdom from above. The gift 

of human life and the opportunity which is ours to serve others should be regarded as a sacred 

trust.” Our community, our school system, our children, are all so fortunate to have a person 

like Guy who serves so unselfishly.  

Dr. McDowell, it is truly my honor to nominate Guy Buzzannco this evening as chairman of the 

Watertown Public Schools Board of Education. Thank you. 

 

Agenda Item Number: F.1 
Subject: Election of the Chairman of the Board of Education 

 
Motion Presented By:  Mr. Berthel 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Lambert 
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Text of the Motion:   See above. 
 

Discussion:   None 
 

Opposed:   None 
Abstained: None 
Vote:   Motion Passes 

 
Dr. McDowell – Are there any other nominations for Chairperson?  Congratulations Mr. 
Buzzannco. (Applause) 
Mr. Buzzannco – Thank you so much, it is a privilege to chair the Board of Education.  We will 
move on now and I will ask for a nomination for Vice-Chair person for the Board of Education.  Is 
there a nomination? 
Mr. Lambert – Yes, Mr. Chairman. Many of us on this board have had a few years to evaluate 
the performance of Eric Berthel, as a board member and how he responds to the challenge of 
this position. He has been involved in the Board of Education from serving as the board’s 
secretary, as chairman of the Policy & Labor subcommittee, chairman of the Curriculum & 
Instruction subcommittee, and past chairman of the Governance & Community Engagement 
subcommittee. He has spent countless hours serving as the liaison to the PTO’s at John Trumbull 
School, Judson Elementary School and Swift Middle School. Eric has the character, the 
knowledge, and the commitment as represented by his performance on the Board of Education. 
And through the years, Eric has earned our trust. He has earned our trust, not only from the 
Board’s perspective, but most of all, from our Chairman, Guy Buzzannco. When called upon, Eric 
will represent our Board with competence and professionalism, in the position of acting 
chairman of this board of education. As a past vice-chairman of this board, I understand that the 
trust of the board is the most valuable asset for this position. And to this end, it is my pleasure, 
my honor, and my distinct privilege to nominate a great board member and my valued friend 
and colleague, Eric Berthel, for the very important and distinguished of Vice-Chairman of the 
Watertown Board of Education. Thank you. 
 

Agenda Item Number: F.2 
Subject: Election of the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Education 

 
Motion Presented By:  Mr. Lambert 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Nardella 

 
Text of the Motion:   See above. 

 
Discussion:   None 

 
Opposed:   None 
Abstained: None 
Vote:   Motion Passes 

 
Mr. Buzzannco – Are there any other nominations for Vice-Chairman?  The motion passes, 
congratulations, Mr. Berthel.  (Applause) 
Moving on, I would like to call for nominations for secretary of the Board.  Are there any 
nominations? 
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Ms. Crotty – Yes Mr. Chairman, it is my distinct privilege place into nomination the name of 
Raymond Nardella for secretary of the Watertown Board of Education. Ray is a graduate of 
Watertown High School and has earned his masters degree. He was one of the youngest people 
ever elected to the board when he began his term in 2011. Ray has served as the board liaison 
to Watertown High School and also chaired the Governance & Community Engagement 
subcommittees. Over the last few months, it has been my honor to get to know Ray and I find 
him to be an honest and hardworking individual who puts the needs of others above his own. 
Mr. Chairman, it is my pleasure to nominate Raymond Nardella this evening for the secretary of 
the Watertown Public Schools Board of Education. 
 

Agenda Item Number: F.3 
Subject: Election of the Secretary of the Board of Education 

 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Crotty 
Motion Seconded By: Ms. Wilk 

 
Text of the Motion:   See above. 

 
Discussion:   None 

 
Opposed:   None 
Abstained: None 
Vote:   Motion Passes 

 
Mr. Buzzannco – Are there any further nominations? The motion passes, congratulations Ray. 
With that we will move onto item G, our report from our student council representative, 
Andrew, when you are ready. 

 
G. Report from Student Council Representative – Andrew Terzigni 

 
Andrew Terzigni – Today, Dr. Carnemolla attended a seminar of the Truth About Hate program, 

which is an extremely powerful program that shows why being hateful towards others is bad.  

The administration hopes to bring this program to the high school soon.  Tickets for the annual 

homecoming dace went on sale last week.  The dance’s theme this year is “Fall into 

Homecoming” and will be Nov. 22 at the Grand Oak Villa. 

The Tri-M Music Honor Society is currently holding their inductions ceremony, so 

congratulations to all those students. Parent – Teacher conferences are being held this year 

for the first time at the high school.  They will be on the 20th and 21st.  Parents signed up for 

conferences online and scheduled them for a time convenient to them and the teachers.  

The conferences are an attempt to increase communications with the school and the 

parents.  The Café Delights program will be held this Thursday.  The independent living 

students invite the faculty to come and have a treat with service from the students.  

Members of the Interact Club spent their Veteran’s Day helping out senior citizens 

throughout Watertown and Oakville.  Over 40 students went to nine different houses and 
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raked yards of leaves.  Congratulations to the girls’ soccer team on a fourth consecutive NVL 

title. Three students from both the girls and boys soccer teams earned an All NVL honor.  

And, finally, the football team will be hosting the Thanksgiving game this year, the game will 

be against Torrington. 

Mr. Buzzannco – Andrew, thank you for that through report.  We appreciate it.  We will 

now move onto our first round of public participation. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

H. Public Participation 

 

Mr. Buzzannco –Does anyone wish to address the board?  Does anyone wish to address the 

board? If not, we will close our first round of public participation and we will move onto 

committee reports. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. Committee Reports 

 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair-No 
 

Policy and Labor Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair-Yes 
 
We will be bringing forth two policies tonight for second reading and consideration for approval. 
 

Budget and Finance Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-No 
 
Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-No 
 
Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Ray Nardella, Chair-No 

 

J.  Communications – Secretary – Mr. Nardella 

 

No report 
 

 

K.  Minutes 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Are there any corrections  or changes to the regular meeting minutes of 

October 28th, 2013?  Hearing none, is there a motion to approve the minutes of the October 

28th meeting of the Board of Education meeting, as submitted? 

Agenda Item Number: K.1a 
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Subject: Minutes of the Board of Education Meeting – October 28th, 
2013 

 
Motion Presented By:  Mr. Nardella 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Berthel 

 
Text of the Motion:   I move that the board approve the minutes of the regular Board 

of Education meeting on October 28th, 2013, as submitted. 
 

Discussion:   None 
 

Opposed:   None 
Abstained: Ms. Crotty, Ms. Wilk, Mr. Guerrera, Mr. Gambardella, Ms. 

Cavallo-Rosa 
Vote:   Motion Passes 

 

 

 

 

L.  Superintendent’s Recommendation and Report 

 

2. Appointments – (Information Only)  
 

a) Ms. Monica Quadrato to the position of Kindergarten Teacher at John Trumbull Primary 

School, effective for the 2013 – 2014 school year, being hired on an annual contractual 

salary of $67,962.00, step 11, MA degree, prorated. 

b) Ms. Gale Lawson to the position of Long-Term substitute Grade Five teacher at Polk 

Elementary School, effective November 7, 2013 through March 21, 2014 at the rate of 

$75.00 per day for the first ten days and then places on the first step of the WEA contract of 

$42, 117.00, prorated. 

c) Ms. Claudia Deary t the position of Category #2, Paraprofessional at Swift Middle School, 

effective October 24, 2013, for 30 hours per week at an hourly rate of $16.82. 

  

 

M. Report from the Chairman 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – I’d like to begin by welcoming our newest members. Jim Gambardella, 

Josephine Cavallo – Rosa, Janelle Wilk, and Leslie Crotty, we congratulate each of you on a 

winning election to the board, and appreciate your commitment to making a great school 

system even better. We look forward to working with you. 

And we are definitely going to be working. The most important responsibilities of the Board of 

Education are hiring a superintendent, setting board policy and creating the annual budget. 

Well, my friends, this board is about to take on each of those initiatives. 
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We are about to begin a search for Watertown’s next superintendent of schools, and each of us 

will be directly involved in that work. In September, the board voted to act as the personal 

search committee, so congratulations. You’re already a member of your first committee. 

The board is also undertaking the first overhaul of its policy manual in many, many years to 

bring it up to date, to assure it’s complete and to prepare it for online publication. While the 

policy and labor committee will handle the demands of readying each policy for board approval, 

all board members will need to understand and help assure that each policy is sound and 

appropriate. 

And new board members barely have time to settle into their chairs before getting straight to 

work on developing next year’s budget. Our recommended budgets are due to town Council 

before March 1, so will be quite busy over the next three months determining the needs of our 

district and how best to meet them. 

At the same time, our district leaders are managing through one of the most significant periods 

of change in state education history. An overhaul of our curriculum has been underway to 

support a new educational standard of achievement, the common core state standards. 

Attainment of the standards will be measured by a new standardized test, the Smarter Balanced 

Assessment, which our students will take next March. In addition, our principals and teachers 

are now working to incorporate a new system of objective setting and performance evaluation, 

called the System of Educator Evaluation and Development (or SEED) into their daily work. Each 

of these is a daunting prospect. Together, they represent one of the biggest challenges public 

educators have evered faced in this district and throughout our state. We need to support their 

work in every way we possibly can. 

And all of that work is in addition to the date in, day out mission of educating and supporting 

the 3000 children of the Watertown public school system.  You’ll witness impressive 

achievements by our students in this school system on a daily basis, matched only by the 

outstanding work of a staff where lucky and grateful to have working with our town’s children. 

I want to run each of you that we’ve scheduled Roles and Responsibilities training for you on 

Monday, December 2nd, at 6 p.m. here at the high school. In addition, you’ll also receive training 

that night on Connecticut’s Freedom of Information Act. Please be sure to attend this very 

important session. 

Lastly, you may know that much of the work of the board is done at the committee level. I’m 

pleased to announce tonight at the following members were chaired the committees of the 

board: Eric Berthel will chair Budget and Finance and Policy and Labor. Tom Lambert will chair 

our Facilities and Operations Committee. And Ray Nardella will chair our Curriculum and 

Instruction and Governance and Community Engagement Committees. All board members are 

eligible to service members on our committees. Please take some time before next meeting to 

consider which committees you’d like to join. I recommend serving on no more than two 

committees at one time as a means of keeping your family life intact. 
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Lastly, you’ll notice that there was a change in officers earlier this evening. After four years as 

Vice – Chair, Tom Lambert, who thinks only of others, wants to help others develop into the 

future leaders of this board, just as he helped me even before I joined the board. I can’t tell you 

what it’s meant to have his friendship, his counsel and his example in my life of how to be a 

thoughtful, respectful and devoted leader. Just watching time to the years has made me a 

better person. Tom, thank you for your service as Vice Chairman, for your continuing service to 

the board and for making all of us better leaders in our community and our families.  

That concludes my report for this evening. We will move onto item N, actions items and 

adoption of items to be approved by consent. 

 

N. Action Items – Items to be Approved by Consent 

 

Agenda Item Number: N.1a 
Subject: Consideration of the Approval of the Board of Education Policies – 

Second Reading – Policy #6400 
 

Motion Presented By:  Mr. Berthel 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Lambert 

 
Text of the Motion:  Mr. Chairman, I move that the Board approve board policy #6400, 

Curricular Exceptions, to be effective November 13th, 2013. 
 

 
Discussion: Mr. Berthel – The policy is a state mandated policy regarding 

exemptions from certain activities that occur as part of the curriculum. 
Specifically they include dissection, family life education and education 
on HIV/AIDS.  This is the state mandated policy that we are required to 
put into effect. There will be some additional information forthcoming 
regarding the procedure for how this will be rolled out and will be 
communicated. 

  
Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 
 
 
Agenda Item Number: N.1b 
Subject: Consideration of the Approval of the Board of Education Policies – 

Second Reading – Policy #5400 
 
Motion Presented By:  Mr. Berthel 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Nardella 
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Text of the Motion:   I move that the board approve policy #5400, Physical Activity and 
Student Discipline, to be effective November 13th, 2013. 

 
Discussion: Mr. Berthel – This policy is also state mandated and deals with the use 

of recess time and discipline during that recess time. The policy basically 
states that no less than 20 minutes total, of the regular school day, be 
devoted to exercise and that the school system can no longer use, per 
this policy, can no longer use those 20 minutes for discipline. As any of 
you know that have children in K-5, sometime the threat of missing part 
of your recess or all of it is a pretty formable threat, and can often 
change behaviors in the classroom. This policy does restrict our ability 
to do this, however, we allow for 30 minutes in K-5 of recess, so we still 
have 10 minutes time that can be applied. This is a state mandated 
policy as well.  

 
Opposed: None 
Abstained: None 
Vote: Motion Passes 

 

 
Agenda Item Number: N.2 
Subject: Consideration of the Approval of the 2014 Schedule of Meeting Dates 

for the Watertown Board of Education 
 
Motion Presented By:  Mr. Nardella 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Berthel 
 
Text of the Motion:   I move that the board approve the 2014 schedule of meeting dates for 

the Watertown Board of Education. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
Opposed: None 
Abstained: None 
Vote: Motion Passes 

 

 
Agenda Item Number: N.3 
Subject: Consideration of the Approval of the Acceptance of Gifts 
 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Wilk 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Nardella 
 
Text of the Motion:   I move that the board gratefully accept the donation to Watertown High 

School of 15 new Toshiba laptop computers, with an estimated value of 
$4860.00 from Ingersoll Automotive of Danbury. 

 
Discussion: None 
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Opposed: None 
Abstained: None 
Vote: Motion Passes 
 

O. Future Agenda Items and Board Members’ Comments 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Do any board members have any comments or future proposed agenda 

items for this evening? 

 

Mr. Berthel – I would just like to echo your sentiments of Mr. Lambert and to thank him for 

that very nice nomination earlier.  When I chose to get involved, just about three years ago, 

Tom, you stepped up right away, not only as a mentor, but as a friend. And I can probably 

never properly thank you or ever repay you for that, but I do thank you and I look forward to 

continuing to serve with you on this board and will cherish our friendship forever. Thank 

you. 

Mr. Buzzannco – Do any other board members have any other comments or future agenda 

items? 

Mr. Nardella – Eric, ditto. I would also like to echo everything you said.  Tom, you have 

served as a mentor and as a friend, and I thank you for that and look forward to working for 

at least the next two years together. I would also like to thank each member of the board 

for trusting me and electing me as your secretary.  It does mean a lot.  I am grateful and I 

would like to welcome the new board members.  I look forward to working with each of you. 

Mr. Buzzannco – Do any other board members have any other comments or future agenda 

items? If not, we will move onto item p, our second round of public participation. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

P. Public Participation 
 

Mr. Buzzannco – Does anyone wish to address the board?  Does anyone wish to address the 

board? If not, we will close our second round of public participation and move for 

adjournment.  Is there a motion? 

 

 
O.    Adjournment  
 

       Agenda Item Number: O.1 
       Subject:  Adjournment 

 
       Motion Presented By: Mr. Berthel 
       Motion Seconded By: Mr. Lambert 

  
       Text of the Motion:  To adjourn the meeting. 
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       Opposed:   None 
       Abstained:   None 
        Vote:   Motion Passes 

 
The meting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
 
 
Ray Nardella 
Secretary of the Board of Education 
 
 
 
Mindi Davidson 
Recording Secretary 


