
Minutes 

Watertown Board of Education 

Policy & Labor Committee Meeting 

Monday, October 28th, 2013 – 6:30 p.m. 

Watertown High School - Lecture Hall 

324 French Street, Watertown 

 

 

Members Present: Eric Berthel, Chairman of the Policy & Labor Committee 

Guy Buzzannco, Chairman, Board of Education 

Tom Lambert, Vice Chairman, Board of Education 

   Richard Beland, Board of Education, Committee Member 

   Susan McCabe, Board of Education, Committee Member 

   Mary Colangelo, Board of Education, Committee Member  

   

Others Present:  Dr. Thomas McDowell, Interim Superintendent of Schools 

    

1.  Convene Meeting 

 

Mr. Berthel, Chairman of the Policy & Labor Committee, convened the meeting at 6:31 p.m. 

The meeting was then turned over to Dr. McDowell.   

 

2. Review and Discussion of the Three New Policies 

 

Dr. McDowell began by reminding the board that they are behind in updating the policy manual. 

The board then decided to subscribe to the policy services provided by the board’s attorney to 

help them get updated.  With that, he told them tonight they had two policies and one 

regulation. The pool is not a policy, it is a regulation and does not need to be approved by the 

board. The two policies have to do with physical activity. 

One denotes PA 13173, which is two fold.  We can’t prohibit kids from taking part in any recess.  

Nor can we require them to have physical activity as a form of discipline. 

The other is curricular exemptions that have to do with animal dissection.  There is also 

HIV/AIDS and family life education.  

There were exact model copies from the attorneys.  

The committee went over the sign off sheet which is needs to be signed off and a date decided 

upon. (For its return) Dr. McDowell would like the principals to decide the return date of the 

form.  

Mr. Buzzannco reminded everyone that these are state laws that were passed and all boards 

need to comply with them. They were enacted this year and are effective July 1st, 2013. The 

physical education policy is effective on October 1st. He went on to say we must notice the 

parents properly.  Dr. McDowell would like it placed in the student handbook. 



Because the handbooks are already out, we need to notice parents immediately. It was asked if 

we can do an addendum to the handbooks, and yes we can, with a corresponding letter to the 

parents. 

Policy wording was discussed and agreed upon.  The dates were discussed and it’s noted they 

are law now, but will be in effect as of our board meeting on Nov. 12th. Updates will be noted 

online and notices sent home. 

The committee went on to talk about the prohibition of taking away recess as a form of 

punishment.  The new law also states that children cannot be forced to engage in physical 

education as a form of punishment. 

It was asked if we can use the 10 minutes difference between the state mandate of 20 minutes 

and Watertown’s 30 minutes recess and the answer was yes.  Wording was discussed on the 

mandate and entering it into the policy.  

Moving on to the pool regulation, it is noted currently that Watertown High is not using their 

pool during the school day, as we can’t comply with having two certified people on premises. 

The committee would like to get these people in and trained as soon as possible.  According to 

the regulation, we are required to have two certified life guards on premises at all times that the 

pool is in use during the school day. Clarification is needed on the regulation and the chairman 

requested Dr. McDowell to get that for the committee. 

 

 

3. Adjournment 

 

Subject:   Adjournment 

 

Motion Presented By: Mr. Buzzannco  

Motion Seconded By: Ms. Colangelo 

Text of the Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
 

Discussion:   None 

 

Opposed:   None 

Abstained:   None 

Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Mindi Davidson 

Recording Secretary 


