
Minutes 

 

Watertown Board of Education Special Meeting 

Tuesday, August 13, 2013 – 7 PM 

Swift Middle School Library 

250 Colonial Street 

Oakville, CT  06779 

 

 

Attendees:  Chairman Mr. Guy Buzzannco 

  Vice Chairman Mr. Thomas Lambert 

  Secretary Mr. Eric Berthel 

  Mr. Richard Beland 

  Ms. Mary Colangelo 

  Ms. Susan McCabe 

  Mr. Ray Nardella 

 

Absent: Mr. Sean Butterly 

  Mr. David Guerrera 

 

Others Present: 

 

  Ms. Fran Palmer 

  Ms. Laraine Weschler, Waterbury Republican-American 

  Mr. Jim Taylor, Town Times 

 

1. Convene Meeting 

 

Chairman Buzzannco convened the meeting at 7 PM. 

 

2. Executive Session 

 

Motion: Mr. Lambert moved that the Board move into Executive Session for the purpose of 

discussing an employment contract with a candidate for the position of Interim Superintendent.  

To be present in Executive Session: Chairman Buzzannco, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Berthel, Mr. Beland, 

Ms. Colangelo, Ms. McCabe, Mr. Nardella 

 

Motion Seconded by Mr. Nardella 

 

Motion Passed unanimously. 

 

The Board went into Executive Session at 7:10 PM. 

 

3. Regular Session 

 

Chairman Buzzannco reconvened the meeting at 7:17 PM 



 

4. Regular Session 

 

Mr. Berthel moved that Board approve an employment contract with candidate, Mr. Thomas Y. 

McDowell, for the position of Interim Superintendent of Schools. 

 

Motion Seconded by Mr. Lambert 

 

Discussion: 

 

Chairman Buzzannco stated that Dr. Gilmore’s pressing family needs meant that the Board had 

less than a month to secure the services of an interim superintendent.  Our goal was to find an 

experienced and unquestionably successful superintendent who could lead the district for as much 

as the entire upcoming academic year. I’m happy to report that I believe we’ve met our goal. 

 

In 2010, Tym McDowell entered a Wethersfield school district that was in turmoil, with myriad 

organizational, curriculum, building and personnel challenges.  Two years later, those challenges 

were not only met, according to district board members, Tym had restored to Wethersfield an 

atmosphere of respect, integrity and positive energy. My point is that Tym McDowell does not 

consider himself an interim superintendent.  He considers himself a superintendent for the interim.  

There’s a difference.  Tym does not keep the superintendent’s seat warm until the permanent 

superintendent arrives.  He quickly identifies and fixes problems, expertly manages the day-to-day 

operations of a district and moves new initiatives forward quickly and successfully. 

 

And when it comes to those new initiatives, Tym prefers not to hire consultants because he feels 

that teachers already know what their children need.  He knows that new programs won’t succeed 

unless those who have to live with them have had a say in them. 

The Board is seeking continued and accelerated progress in key areas such as curriculum 

development, technology deployment, teacher and administrator development, building 

maintenance and security, school transportation, special education outplacements and student 

residency oversight.  I can think of no one better prepared and proven in managing these areas 

then Tym McDowell. 

 

In all, Tym has been a superintendent for 20 years.  He knows how a district should run, and has 

what it takes to run it.  I’m very pleased to vote tonight to appoint Tym McDowell as Watertown’s 

interim superintendent. 
 

Mr. Berthel thanked Chairman Buzzannco for all his efforts that went into identifying three 

highly qualified candidates to review.  He added that Mr. Buzzannco had done a remarkable job in 

getting us through the challenges.  He spoke for the Board in thanking him. 

 

Mr. Lambert stated that he goes along with Eric’s comments.  There were two candidates that 

were really close and it was a challenge to get the person we really needed in the areas we needed.  

Mr. Lambert stated that he felt confident in Mr. McDowell.  He thank Chairman Buzzannco for 

his help. 

 

Ms. Colangelo stated “ditto” and “ditto” to those remarks. 

 

Motion passed unanimously 

 



5. Adjournment 

 

Motion: Mr. Berthel moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 PM. 

 

Motion seconded by Mr. Nardella 

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:17 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Mary Colangelo 

In the absence of a board clerk. 

 

 


