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Pending BOE Approval 

 

Watertown Board of Education 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting Date:   June 10, 2013 

Meeting Time:   7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Place:   Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

Members Present:  Mr. Guy Buzzannco, Chairman 

    Mr. Tom Lambert, Vice Chair 

    Ms. Susan McCabe 

    Ms. Mary Colangelo 

    Mr. Ray Nardella 

    Mr. Richard Beland 

    Mr. David Guerrera 

    Atty. Sean Butterly 

    Mr. Adam Kuegler, Student Council Representative 

 

Members Absent:  Mr. Eric Berthel 

 

Others Present:   Dr. Gail Gilmore, Superintendent of Schools     

    Pasquale Buccitelli, Business Manager 

 

A. Convene Regular Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 

 

B.  Salute to the Flag – Mr. Buzzannco 

 

C. Watertown Public Schools’ Mission Statement – Mr. Buzzannco 

 

The mission of the Watertown School District, with determination to be a world-class 

educational leader and a centerpiece of a dynamic and growing community, is to meet the 

diverse needs of each student – academic, artistic, athletic, emotional, ethical, social, and 

technological – to develop members of our community who: 

 

 embrace life-long learning; 

 are caring and responsible citizens; 

 have a sense of social justice. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

D. Award Recognition  

 
Mr. Buzzannco – Moving on to item D recognition, I would like to turn it over to the 
superintendent. 
 
Dr. Gilmore – Thank you, Mr. Buzzannco.  Watertown does know the importance of giving back 

to our community and we are delighted this evening to partner with the March of Dimes.  So I 

would ask at this time for both Laura Gervais and Mindi Davidson to please come up to the 

podium and please tell us how great our schools did with the March of Dimes for our babies. 

Mindi Davidson – Good evening, and thank you for having us. For those you who don’t know me 

yet, my name is Mindi Davidson, and tonight I switching my hat for a moment and representing 

the March of Dimes along with our Community Director, Laura Gervais. We are here tonight to 

thank Dr. Gilmore, the principals, teachers and staff of each of our five schools here tonight. I 

would like to start by giving you a small snapshot into the reason why we petition you each year 

for fundraising efforts.  Every year, in the state of Connecticut alone, we have approx. 37, 700 

babies born.  Of them, 3,884 are born premature and 1,140 of them will have a birth defect.  

The average medical cost of a healthy baby: $4,320.  The average medical cost of a premature 

baby: $55,025 and that is not even over the course of their life. The March of Dimes cares.  And 

that is an acronym for Community, Advocacy, Research, Education, and Support.  Every baby will 

receive the Polio vaccine, developed with funding by the MOD.  About 150 babies every year in 

CT alone will receive Surfactant Therapy to help develop their little lungs, developed with 

funding by the MOD.  So as you can see, this is a small recap of what we do with the monies you 

raise.  

Most of you also know our personal story and why I am so passionate about this endeavor.  My 

twins, Kara and Evan were born 10 weeks premature for no apparent reason.  I had a very 

healthy pregnancy.  But, nevertheless, here they came, one June morning, when they were due 

in mid-August.  The lives of the parents, their families and, most importantly, these beautiful 

babies are changed forever.  In a split second, here are two babies fighting to stay alive, fighting 

to breathe.  You can’t see them, touch them, hold them or bond with them.  You have to pray 

and trust and watch.  Then when you are at your most scared, you have to make a decision on a 

child you have never seen.  “What color are his eyes?”  I remember asking when the doctor gave 

me very rapid details about his heart failing and did I want to crack it open to try to fix the 

problem. It’s 3 in the morning, I remember thinking.  I can’t even look up this problem, research 

it, make an informed decision….what if he doesn’t make it?  We are one of the lucky families.  

We brought our twins home and they are active almost nine year old, loving children.  So we, 

you , me, and all of the parents, teachers and staff did this for Kara & Evan, for all of the mom’s 

and dad’s that have to see their children for the first time through cold glass, and for all of the 

angels called back to earn their wings.  So again, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  

Thank you to Ms. Scully & Ms. Mecca and the team at JTPS who raised $990.00, Mrs. Lerz and 
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the team at Swift who raised $335, Mrs. D’Antonio and the staff at Polk for raising $105, Mrs. 

Rommel and the team at Judson for raising $335, and Ms. Carnemolla and the team at 

Watertown High for raising $355 and the Watertown High School NHS who formed a team and 

raised an additional $625!  All together, we raised just shy of $2600.00 to help bring home 

healthy babies.  Thank you again and we look forward to working with you all next year. 

Dr. Gilmore – Fantastic. Thank you it was our pleasure.  Let’s give a nice round of applause for 

our students, our teachers and our school administrators.  We are very delighted to work with 

the March of Dimes each and every year and hope you will join us again next year.  Thank you 

very much. 

Our next recognition is the school Invention Convention.  This is a very, very special story and I 

would like Mrs. Rommel  to  come to the podium please and give us her reflection of what 

happened, because when she contacted me at the office, she was so excited to have both 

Thomas Doyle & Heather Murphy involved in this wonderful project, so Mrs. Rommel. 

Mrs. Rommel – Eric and Heather both got their start at the Polk Invention Convention their 

school  and Tom has been doing ours now for about 27 years ago and what happened this year, 

was Helen Charcov, who is charge of the CT Invention Convention  decided to come out and visit 

our schools because we were having our conventions on the same night.  Well, she stopped at 

Polk first and got talking to Heather and found out that the reason that Heather was so involved 

at Polk was because she had Tom as her teacher  and got her involved with it when she was in 

4th grade and that desire in her to have that possibility for her students just came out.  At the 

convention this year, which was at UCONN and it was packed,  just packed, I have never seen 

anything quite like it, Helen, behind the scenes had asked Heather to tell how inspiring it was 

and she got to do the entire presentation in front of the entire floor of Gampel Pavilion to Tom.  

It was very special morning, and when I got back I was all bubbly and I believe in some positive 

things once in and this was a real positive one, so I know Heather is here and the famous Mr. 

Doyle who has been doing this for 27 years now.   

Dr. Gilmore – Thank you Mrs. Rommel, let have Mr. Doyle and Miss Heather come right up to 

the front please.  Ms. Murphy and our board chair would like to give you special certificates.   

Mr. Buzzannco – This certificate of recognition is presented to Heather Murphy for her 

dedication to the State of Connecticut’s Invention Convention and for starting the Invention 

Program at Polk Elementary School.  (Hands shaking, speaking away from mic) Adam, would you 

come up and join me please?  We are going to use Adam as an example, we have today over 40 

winners going back over the years and you might recall Mr. Kuegler is a back to back winner, in 

2005 & 2006, Adam, in 4th & 5th grade in Judson, won awards for the CT Invention Program, so if 

you would join us Adam, Mr. Doyle, we are honored to give you this certificate of recognition 

this evening for 27 years of dedication to the State of Connecticut’s Invention Convention 

Program and for helping young inventors, and not just inventors, but students  everywhere 

develop their problem solving skills, communication skills, collaboration and team work, we 
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appreciate all you have done over the years (inaudible), congratulations! (Hands shaking, 

discussion away from mic, clapping) 

Mr. Doyle – I got involved in this program, about as we have been debating, 26, 27 years ago, 

and at the time, back at Baldwin School, it was just to add some more enrichment to the science 

program.  I liked the program, because it wasn’t just geared to, as my wife would call it, the 

triple A student, it was geared to every kid.  Anyone who would want to get involved in the 

program.  So it is something, the program has been growing over the years, the state program 

has just celebrated its 30th year, and there is many good years ahead for that state program.  So 

hopefully, others will keep it going after my time with the school system is up, but it’s a great 

program.  And I have mentioned to others that it can be all the way from kindergarten to level 

all the way up to 8th grade, and I have mentioned to parents and others that we would like to 

get it started at other schools and I would be more than happy to do that.   

Mr. Butterly - Mr. Chairman, or Mr. Vice Chairman, since you don’t have a mic, I just want to 

comment quickly on Mr. Doyle and the wonderful work you have done in bringing this 

wonderful ideas, and I think you were in Baldwin School, along with all of the Murphys…just 

amazing, and not only did the Invention Convention, as Mrs. Scully can attest, he was also the 

star of “Splish Splash I was Taking a Bath” at the talent show, for the faculty, and I am sure Mrs. 

Butterly would like to give you a shout out on that, wonderful educator, Tom Doyle, and it is an 

honor to see you here tonight.   

Mr. Doyle – I do appreciate Heather Murphy for saying I did inspire her and it was very nice of 

Heather to bring that up and it makes me proud that one of my former students is a teacher 

now, especially right here in Watertown.  And she has decided to bring this to her own school, 

so good job.  

Dr. Gilmore – It is about giving back to our profession and this is such a special story because we 

have a teacher giving to a teacher, fabulous.  We always celebrate our students and tonight, we 

celebrate our excellent teachers, so thank you all, and thank you at Polk School as well, for 

beginning the program, and especially for STEM: science, technology, engineering and math.  

Thank you for the great work that you have all done. 

Mr. Buzzannco – Thank you Dr. Gilmore and I would like to call for a short 3 – 5 minute recess to 

allow for any photo taking or interviewing for Mr. Doyle and Heather to take place and we will 

reconvene at 7:58. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E. Report from Student Council Representative – Adam Kuegler 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – And we will move ahead with our penultimate report from our student council 

representative, Adam Kuegler, Adam? 
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Adam Kuegler – Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Last week I said I was going to try to get an athletics 

report, a wrap up on the spring sports, and there is a lot to say.  The girl’s tennis team is NVL 

champions, a lot of achievements, I should say.  I will keep it brief, but there are a lot of 

achievements and a good season for Watertown Sports.  Both boys and girls track were both 

NVL runners up, golf was NVL runners up, the boys lacrosse team was the western CT lacrosse 

runners up, and then at the individual level, we had Sarah Selimouski, who was a class L all state 

soft ball player this year. So that is a big personal achievement this year and we had Megan 

Perrin, who is a jumper and a thrower for the track team, and she was the CIAC Class MM state 

champion in the javelin, she took 3rd place in the state opens and she was also 3rd place in the 

New England championships, so that is a huge personal achievement and something for 

Watertown athletics to be very proud of.    

Also, we have final exams coming up next week, and seniors are excitedly looking forward to 

graduation coming up on June 25th. Rehearsals will begin next week and caps and gowns already 

have been ordered and have come in.  I know you all know that, because you all will be there 

and will be marching, and Mr. Butterly just told me he will be marching for the first time since 

1969, when he graduated as student of the year. 

 

Mr. Butterly – Don’t mention student of the year!  I do have the plaque, however. 

 

Mr. Kuegler – Yearbooks came in today, the WLHS induction will take place Wednesday, the 

super senior dinner will be Thursday and the senior – senior prom will be Friday.  This is the 5th 

year we are doing this and it takes place at the senior center.  Anyone her is welcome to attend, 

I talked to Ms. Bellemare, the advisor of the student council, I am sure none of you here were 

planning on attending, as none of you are senior age yet,  but….(laughter) I heard crickets 

there….There are also some great things going on at the high school in addition to the March of 

Dimes that we heard about, the swim team is having a swim-a-thon where they will swim laps to 

raise money for the Oklahoma tornado victims.  There will be life guards at the event and it was 

ok’d by Mrs. Carnemolla, in terms of safety precautions.  I am not sure on the date of that, I 

apologize.  The APUS History teaches this year gave students the opportunity to either 

investigate a time/theme/topic in history or create a service project, Ms. Loughlin and Ms. 

Bellemare gave their students this opportunity, and a couple of the student have chosen 

services and I have some examples of those here tonight, one of which was a project to benefit 

the HAEA, which is the Hereditary Angiroedema Association and Shannon Pflomm and Alexis 

Kaiser are raising money by doing nail art and they are taking appointments and doing an 

evening session tomorrow from 3:45 to 8:30, which is a long evening session if anyone wants to 

get their nails done.  I brought in one of the flyers to pass around, it really is impressive stuff 

that they are doing.  And Megan Perrin, who I spoke about earlier, who is the javelin thrower, 

she and Seamus Rafferty organized a campaign to benefit the Oklahoma Strong campaign. They 

are selling $3.00 bracelets and raffling off and ultimate Frisbee disc and a manicure, so those are 

some great community service things that are going on at the high school, and I think it’s a great 

thing when people in the community like to support and students are extending that 

opportunity to learn and they had the choice to do a video and some took it a step further and 
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did a service project.  We talk a lot about grades and standardized tests and these are really 

important and great measures of how we are doing, but I think this community service is also a 

great measure of how well we are doing in Watertown Public schools, thank you very much. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Thank you for that excellent report, Adam.  We will turn now to item F. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

F. Public Participation 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Is there anyone tonight that wishes to address the board this evening?  Dave. 

 

Dave LeBlanc – Middlebury Road. 

 

I just wanted to thank Adam for the great job he did as student representative, I follow him in 

the minutes and I have learned everything that my kids have failed to come home and tell me.  I 

also want to congratulate him, as at the end of this month he will be graduating as Valedictorian 

for the class of 2013 and my son and daughter both attend Watertown High and they both have 

spoken very highly of him and I congratulate you and wish you well.   

 

Adam Kuegler – Mr. Leblanc’s daughter Lauren will also be the salutatorian and will also be 

attending UCONN also.  So thank you very much Mr. Leblanc.   

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Is there anyone else who wishes to address the board this evening?  Is there 

anyone else that wishes to address the board this evening?  Yes, Ms. Beliveau?  

 

Ms. Beliveau speaks, but is in the audience and is not audible. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Thank you Ms. Beliveau. Is there anyone else who wishes to address the 

board?  If not, we will move on to item G, committee reports. 

 

G. Committee Reports 

 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair-Yes 
Mr. Buzzannco -  
 
The Curriculum and Instruction Committee met earlier this evening and received a presentation 
from Mrs. Peck on the math task force this evening, and it was an action plan to discuss the 
implementation of their recommendations that were published in May.  They had outlined the 
objectives for their 12, 12.5 recommendations, how they will accomplish them next academic 
year, what challenges and obstacles they face and the work they will undertake to face those 
challenges.  We look forward to hearing from that team again, that task force again in the next 
30 days. 
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Policy and Labor Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair-Yes 
Mr. Buzzannco –  
 
Mr. Berthel is not here again tonight for Policy and Labor, however, we will have for second 
reading tonight, we will have five policies for review and approval tonight.  
 

Budget and Finance Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-Yes 
 
Just one information item tonight, tonight’s agenda J3, there will be a 2013-2014budget update. 
 
Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-No 
 
Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Ray Nardella, Chair-No 

 

 

H.  Communications – Secretary – Mr. Berthel 

 

No report 
 

 

I.  Minutes 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – We noticed that the minutes of the May 28th meeting, which have not been 

approved yet and are in draft form, have numerous inaccuracies particularly related to the 

board’s entering into executive session and the motions surrounding that. Those minutes do not 

reflect how the board managed that process and I would like to ask for corrections to be read at 

this time. 

 

Mr. Nardella – Mr. Chairman, I have a list of the corrections that I would like to read at this time. 

 

1. Correct Item P.1. which currently reads “Executive Session – Personnel” to read: “Executive 

Session: Personnel – Anticipated executive session for discussion concerning the 

performance and year-end evaluation of the Superintendent”. 

2. Correct Text of Motion for Item P.1., which currently reads, “Text of the Motion: To enter 

into Executive Session” to read, “Text of the Motion: “Mr. Chairman, I move that the 

Board enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the performance and year-

end evaluation of the Superintendent.  Attending the Executive Session will be David 

Guerrera, Sean Butterly, Susan McCabe, Guy Buzzannco, Eric Berthel, Ray Nardella, Mary 

Colangelo, Rich Beland and myself, Tom Lambert.” 

3. Correct Item P.1. to add the following: “Opposed: None,  Abstained: None,  Vote: Motion 

Passes” 

4. Add Item Q, Regular Session, and include the following: “Meeting re-entered Regular 

Session at 11:11 P.M.” 
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5. Add Item R, Adjournment, and include the following:  
Agenda Item: R.  
Subject: Adjournment  
Motion Presented by: Mr. Berthel  
Motion Seconded by: Mr. Nardella  
Text of Motion: That the meeting adjourn at 11:11 p.m.  
Discussion: None  
Opposed: None  
Abstained: None  
Vote: Motion passes.  
 

6. Add the following after Item R: “Meeting adjourned at 11:11 p.m.” 
 

Those are the corrections that I have. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Thank you Mr. Nardella.  Are there any other corrections to the minutes of 

May 28th?  Hearing none, is there a motion to approve the corrected minutes? 

 

Agenda Item Number: I.1a 
Subject:   Minutes of the Board of Education Meeting – May 28th, 2013 

 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Colangelo 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Nardella 

 
Text of the Motion:   To approve the minutes of the regular Board of Education 

meeting on May 28th, 2013, as corrected. 
 

Discussion:   None 
 

Opposed:   None 
Abstained:   Ms. McCabe 
Vote:   Motion Passes 

 

 

 

 

J.  Superintendent’s Recommendation and Report 

 

Dr. Gilmore –Thank You Mr. Buzzannco.  Good evening to our board of education members and 

of course to our community attending.  Congratulations to the Polk School community for 

receiving the Big Dream Award from the CT State Department of Education.  According to the 

Department of Ed, Polk School was one of the highest entries in the state for this writing 

contest.  Thank you to principal D’Antonio, the teachers, and staff and to our great students for 

their entries and this special recognition from the state department.  Congratulations.   
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And a very special thank you to the following teachers who will be retiring this June, 2013: 

Paulette Koosed form Swift Middle School, special education department; Sally Rinaldi from 

Swift Middle School, math department; Colleen Spieler, Watertown High School, English 

department; and Mary Beth Zaremski, Judson School grade 3 teacher.  Thank you all for your 

many years of dedication and most importantly your commitment to our children and our 

school community.  We wish you the very best of luck. 

I address the Watertown High School and their 75 recipients and their families last week.  Thank 

you to the many board members who attended as well.  Our Watertown High School students 

received over $171,000 in scholarships from many great gracious contributors like the 

Watertown  Foundation, The Siemon Company, Junior Book Awards, PTOs and many civic 

organizations.  Thank you to the many contributors to help our scholars attend their dreams of 

educational excellence.  And truly, it was such a proud evening for me as Superintendent of 

Schools. 

I am asking our community tonight to please reserve Tuesday, July 2nd, 2013, to exercise your 

civic responsibility to vote on referendum day.  It is critically important that registered voters 

attend one of the polling sites from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on July 2nd, 2013. The polling sites are 

Judson School, Polk School, Swift Middle School and the Hemmingway Municipal Building.  If 

you will be on vacation or are not in town during the July 2nd, 2013 referendum hours, please 

obtain an absentee ballot for your voice to be heard and counted.  The absentee ballots will be 

available this Thursday, June 13th, as well as June 20th and 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. from 

the Town Clerk’s office located at 37 Deforest St., right near the gazebo.  Absentee ballots will 

also be available Saturday June 22nd, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  You are certainly 

welcomed to go on our district website for absentee ballot information and the link to download 

the absentee ballot application.  We need for every household member to vote on July 2nd, 

2013. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Dr. Gilmore, if I could just briefly interrupt, and amplify your comments about 

that, I believe that absentee ballots will be available every day starting this Thursday, June 13th, 

right through until July 2nd.  The dates that Dr. Gilmore just mentioned are the dates when the 

town clerk’s office will have extended hours for our voters and property owners to stop by and 

fill out an application and vote on the spot at the town clerk’s office.  So this Thursday instead of 

being open 9-5, they are open 9-7 and a week later on the 20th, again 9-7 and again the week 

after that on the 27th, again open 9:00 a.m. to 7:p00 p.m. with special Saturday hours on June 

22nd from 9:00 a.m. to 12.  However, if you can’t make it down there during those hours or the 

regular hours from June 13th to July 2nd, you can call the town hall and they will mail you the 

application for an absentee ballot, so it couldn’t be any easier or more convenient, and then you 

just mail that back, they will send you a ballot that you can just drop off or place it back in the 

mail, so voting absentee is much more convenient because of the special extended hours our 

town clerk will be offering starting this Thursday, so thank you for mentioning it Dr. Gilmore. 
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Dr. Gilmore – Thank you Mr. Buzzannco, you can see how passionate we are for the community 

to get out and vote and really be a part of having your voice heard.  So as always, I say invest in 

our children, invest in education, and invest in Watertown Public Education and please do so.   

Tonight I would like to present the board with a 2013-2014 budget reduction. As you know the 

town has requested that we reduce our budget with an additional $100,000 after the May 21st 

referendum was defeated.  I am proposing we provide an additional 1.6 FTE at the High School 

which will amount in salaries to $100,000.  We presently received 2 high school English 

retirements and we will not fill one position.  This will still provide adequate coverage for our 

freshmen English classes since there is a drop of 40 students after careful review with the high 

school administration. The .6 reduction is .4 in art and .2 in math.  We are able to maintain a 

class size of 21 – 23 students in both art and math classes, and these reductions were also 

special requests of each teacher at this time.  So no layoffs will be instituted with these 

reductions.  So I will certainly keep the board of education posted on the weekly pipelines as 

well.   

And in closing, I would like to remind our community that Watertown High School will take place 

on June 25th at 6:00 p.m. at the WHS gymnasium and the Swift Middle School commencement 

will take place on June 26th, 6:00 p.m. at the SMS gymnasium as well.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco - Thank you, are there any questions from board members?  David. 

 

Mr. Guerrera – Mr. Chairman, I have been in contact with Mr. Buccitelli and Dr. Gilmore about 

the recent resignations, we have had 5 resignations in this current board packet that we are 

receiving and 2 in the last packet, and I know that the answer is not available tonight but I 

wanted to know is if there is any savings from those retirements.  Some of the positions won’t 

get filled immediately, so there is savings right there, and I have to believe that a lot of the 

positions are teachers with seniority and have higher pay scales, so we might be hiring at a 

lower pay scale, so I am wondering if we can figure out what the total savings are, what are plan 

is to hire those teachers back and how that might impact the 2013-14 fiscal year as well.   

 

Dr. Gilmore – And we appreciate that Mr. Guerrera, as we spoke via email today, I have asked 

Mr. Buccitelli to do an analysis for us and that will be forthcoming very shortly and we are 

projecting a few more retirements coming in, so we want to give you a comprehensive review 

on how we are looking at the total picture, always having a impact of the educational needs of 

our students as well as cost savings, so thank you. 

 

 

 
2. Appointments – (Information Only)  

 
a. Ms. Layne Allison to the position of Extended School Year Lead Teacher at John Trumbull  School 

effective, July 29, 2013 through August 9, 2013, at a contractual stipend of $2,500.00. Payable at 
the end of the session.  
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b. Ms. Cheryl French to the position of Pathways Afternoon Coordinator at Watertown High School 

effective, February 27, 2013, at a contractual stipend of $3000.00. Payable at the end of the 
session.  

 
c.  Ms. Cynthia Murphy to the position of Extended School Year Lead Teacher at John Trumbull 

Primary School effective, July 1, 2013 through July 25, 2013, at a contractual stipend of 
$3,750.00. Payable at the end of the session.  

 
3. Resignations (information only)  

 

 
a.  Ms. Jessica Godbout, from the position of English Teacher at Watertown High School effective, 

June 27, 2013 for the purpose of moving out of state.  
 

b. Ms. Paulette Koosed, from the position of Special Education Teacher at Swift Middle School 
effective, June 30, 2013 for the purpose of retirement.  

 
c.  Ms. Sally Rinaldi, from the position of Mathematics Teacher at Swift Middle School effective, 

June 30, 2013 for the purpose of retirement.  
 

d.  Ms. Colleen Spieler, from the position of English Teacher at Watertown High School effective, 
June 30, 2013 for the purpose of retirement.  

 
e.  Ms. Mary Beth Zaremski, from the position of Third Grade Teacher at Judson Elementary School 

effective, June 27, 2013 for personal reasons.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

K. Report from the Chairman 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – I appreciate Dr. Gilmore giving my report for me this evening, which was to 

promote absentee ballots for the July 2nd referendum, so we can all celebrate that there will be 

no report from the chairman tonight. 

 

 

L. Action Items – Items to be Approved by Consent 

 

Mr. Buzzannco – First is the revision of district policies, at the Policy & Labor meeting on May 

20th, the Policy & Labor committee reviewed the policies that we will be taking up tonight and 

presented to the board on May 28th, 2013 for the first reading.  Tonight they are presented for 

second reading and for full board approval.  Is there a motion on the first policy? 
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Ms. Colangelo – Mr. Chairman, I believe these policies need to be taken up individually, I have a 

few corrections as we go along, but I believe that they are minor and these policies can be voted 

on. 

 

 

M. Action Items – Items to be Approved by Consent 

 

Agenda Item Number: M.1 
Subject: Goals for the Watertown Public Schools 

 
 

 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Colangelo 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Beland 

 
Text of the Motion:  I move that policy #0200 be approved by the board to be effective 

immediately. 
 

 
Discussion: #0200 Goals for the Watertown Public Schools, it is also Mission, 

Mission and Goals.  For the correction on this one, we have decided to 
remove the bullets and include those two statements in the sentence.  
So it should just read continuously without the bullet points.  It should 
also be noted that these goals are updated every three years and the 
goals listed here are for the 2013-13 school year, the 2013-14 school 
year and the 2014-15 school year. 

 
  

Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 

 
 Agenda Item Number: M.2 
Subject: Drug and Alcohol Testing for School Bus Drivers 

 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Colangelo 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Beland 

 
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, on policy #4212.42a, personal and certified drug and 

alcohol testing for school bus drivers, the only notation I would make on 
this is that the CABE logo be removed.  With that change, I move that 
the board approve this policy as presented to be effective immediately. 

 
Discussion: None 
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Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 

 
Agenda Item Number:  M.3 
Subject:  School Ceremonies and Observances 

 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Colangelo 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Beland 
 
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, on policy #6115a School Ceremonies and Observances, 

the correction would be the removing of the CABE policy logo. With that 
change, I move that the board accepts this policy as written effective 
immediately. 

 
Discussion: None   

 
Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 

 
Agenda Item Number: M.4 
 
Subject: Nondiscrimination 

 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Colangelo 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Beland 

 
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, for the corrections to this policy, there is a statement on 

the top of this policy that says it’s a sample of the mandated policy and 
that doesn’t need to be there. Also the CABE policy logo should be out 

of there.  With those changes, I move that the board approve this policy 
to be effective immediately. 

 
Discussion: None 
 
Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 
 

 
Agenda Item Number: M.5 
Subject:  Pre-School Students with Disabilities  

 
Motion Presented By:  Ms. Colangelo 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Beland 
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Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, I move that the board approve this policy with the 

following corrections, the statement at the top where it says preschool 
special education is mandated, that can be deleted and the CABE logo 
can be deleted. 

 
 
Discussion: None 

 
Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 
 

 

 
N. Consideration of the Approval of Out-of-Country Field Trip to Montreal and Quebec 

Canada  
 

Agenda Item Number: N.1 
Subject: Consideration of the approval of the Out of Country Field Trip to 

Montreal and Quebec Canada 
 
Motion Presented By: Ms. Colangelo 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Guerrera  

 
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, I move that the board approve the out of country field 

trip to Montreal and Quebec Canada for certain Swift Middle School 
students from May 15th, 2014 to May 18th, 2014. 

 
Discussion: 
Dr. Gilmore – Thank you Mr. Buzzannco, I see Mrs. Lerz in the audience and we just had this 
wonderful exchange of excitement because we know the importance of multi culturism for our 
students and the importance of authentic learning in the environment and being immersed in 
the culture of our countries so we are very excited that the BOE has approved this wonderful 
opportunity for our students and I thank each and every one of you for that.  And Ms. Lerz if you 
would like to add a few comments? 
 
Ms. Rader – This is an interdisciplinary trip and I am very excited because I have done this trip 
10 years in Rocky Hill, where I came from and the French Canadians are more than just tour 
guides they are what we call in French (French speaking) so they really make the experiences 
alive for the students and you never have a sour experience in French Canada.  Where we stay is 
secure and we are going to be doing Science, History, sports type activities and I think Mrs. 
Sklanka could comment on the value of these. 
 
Ms. Sklanka – One of the places that we will be going is the hydroelectric plant in Canada which 
really ties into, which she went to a conference for, how the French community, business 
community here in CT are looking for more people who speak French because of their 
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companies being global and the biggest one being the hydroelectric, so it was really going to tie 
into it, and we were all really excited when we heard that as it will really tie into one of the 
places where we will be going, so a nice tie into learning the culture and how it really is global 
and that is what we are trying to do, is educate them on the global. 
Ms. Rader - They will also be going to Space Camp, Canada and simulating everything that an 
astronaut does, except take off in a rocket, and the Space Camp, Canada, just outside Montreal 
is said to be the best of four.  I think there are three others in the United States and this will be a 
great experience for them.  We also will be stopping in a retreat house to have an authentic 
French Canadian meal given by the sisters of the presentation and that is believed to right at the 
border where they start to see signs.  And it will be language and cultural immersion with 
orientation sessions before we leave, travel diaries, collecting of “realalia”, and just showing 
them the value and power of the French Language, which as French teachers we have to do in 
the 21st century, because Spanish dominates, which is fine, but it puts an ownus on our 
shoulders to really demonstrate and work very hard to show that French is an equal language of 
impact worldwide. 
Mr. Buzzannco – Many people don’t realize that our largest trading partner is Canada.  So the 
premium of that place is being able to  conduct business throughout the entire business 
including the province of Quebec is very high and we just look forward to this wonderful 
opportunity for our children to learn and grow outside the community and in such a meaningful 
way.  I think I saw someone down the row there, yes Mr. Butterly… 
Mr. Butterly – I would also like to mention that French Canadians are heavily rooted in our 
town, I grew up on the east side of the town and it was (speaking French, lists several names) 
there are several families in this town that have French Canadian roots and I think that is great.  
I remember when they taught me how to swear, and I won’t say it here, but I think it is great 
that we are exchanging that culture here, so kudos to you for coordinating this.   
Ms. Rader -  Yes, we are hoping it will increase our enrollment numbers and sustain, because we 
are the feeder program at the middle school and really, the responsibility ours to nourish the 
high school program and I know it was Ms. Miller’s wish to get a second class of French at the 
middle school so this trip will certainly help.  Since coming in 2004, I have done French haunted 
houses, I have had a (French Name) come a couple of times, French Canadian singer, we have 
done a number of activities, but this will really be the icing on the cake. Thank you. 
Dr. Gilmore – We agree and we are so excited that both of you will be the chaperones, so thank 
you and make sure you bring back tons of pictures for us.   
Mr. Buzzannco – Is there any further discussions on the motion? 
 
Opposed: None 
Abstained: None 
Vote:  Motion passes 
 

 

  
O. Consideration of the Approval of Student Accident/Interscholastic Sports Insurance for 

2013-2014, 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school years  
 

Agenda Item Number: O.1 
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Subject: Consideration of the approval of Student Accident/Interscholastic 
Sports Insurance for the 2013-2014, 2014-2015, & 2015-2016 school 
years. 

 
Motion Presented By: Mr. Nardella 
Motion Seconded By: Ms. Colangelo  

 
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, I move that Lefebvre Insurance, LLC be awarded the 

Student Accident/Interscholastic Sports Insurance bid for the 2013-
2014, 2014-2015, & 2015-2016 school years. 

 
Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 

 
P. Consideration of the Approval of Acceptance of Gifts  

 
Agenda Item Number: P.1 
Subject:  Consideration of the Approval of Acceptance of Gifts 

 
Motion Presented By: Mr. Nardella 
Motion Seconded By: Ms. Colangelo 

 
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, I move that the board gratefully accept the donation in 

the amount of $300.00 from the Watertown Lions to the Watertown 
High School Buddy Club. 

 
Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 
 

Q. Future Agenda Items and Board Members’ Comments 

 

Mr. Guerrera – Thank you Mr. Chairman, I was wondering if we could have a 

presentation either in the next meeting or in a future meeting about the minimum 

budget requirement?  I think it confuses people, especially me, and now with the tax 

payers going to referendum, it might be good to have a presentation on the 101’s of 

MBR and maybe we pull in Sean Williams or Rob Kane as well at the state level to give 

their take as well, but that might be good to have the public in the know how on what 

MBR means and how it is impacting our current budget.  

 

Mr. Buzzannco – Thank you for the suggestions.  Are there any other future agenda 

items for consideration?  Hearing none, we will move onto item R, our second public 

participation for the evening. 
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R. Public Participation 
 

Mr. Buzzannco – Is there anyone tonight that wishes to address the board? Is there anyone 

tonight that wishes to address the board? If not, we will close our second round of public 

participation and I will ask for a motion to go into executive session.  

 

S.   Executive Session 
 

Agenda Item Number: S.1 
Subject:  Executive Session – Personnel - Anticipated executive session for 

discussion concerning the performance and year-end evaluation of the 
Superintendent. 

 
Motion Presented By:  Mr. Lambert 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Nardella 
 
Time of the Motion: 8:50 p.m. 

 
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, I move that the Board enter into Executive Session for 

the purpose of discussing the performance and year-end evaluation of 
the Superintendent. Attending the Executive Session will be David 
Guerrera, Sean Butterly, Susan McCabe, Guy Buzzannco, Ray Nardella, 
Mary Colangelo, Rich Beland and myself, Tom Lambert. 

 
Opposed: None 
Abstained: None 
Vote: Motion Passes 

 

 
T. Regular Session 
 
Meeting re-entered Regular Session at 10:29 p.m. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
U.  Adjournment 
 
Agenda Item Number: U.1 
Subject: Adjournment 

 
Motion Presented By: Mr. Butterly 
Motion Seconded By: Mr. Nardella 

  
Text of the Motion: Mr. Chairman, I move that we adjourn.  
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Opposed:  None 
Abstained:  None 
Vote:  Motion Passes 
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:29 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
Eric Berthel 
Secretary of the Board of Education 
 
 
Mindi Davidson 
Recording Secretary 


