
Minutes 

Watertown Board of Education 

Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, May 28th, 2013 – 6:30 p.m. 

Watertown High School 

Lecture Hall 

 

 

Members Present: Thomas Lambert, Chairman of Facilities Committee 

Guy Buzzannco, Chairman, Board of Education 

   Eric Berthel, Secretary, Board of Education 

   Richard Beland, Board of Education 

   

Absent:   Atty. Sean Butterly 

 

Others Present:  Dr. Gail Gilmore, Superintendant of Schools 

   Pasquale Buccitelli, Business Manager 

   Bridget Carnemolla, Principal, Watertown High School 

   Riley Pflomm, Senior, Watertown High School 

 

 

1.  Convene Meeting 

 

Mr. Lambert, Chairman of the Facilities Committee, convened the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 

 

2. Review of the Meeting 

 

Dr. Gail Gilmore thanked everyone for being there tonight to bring to our attention a very 

special memorial.  The Watertown High School World Language Department would like to 

propose that the wing/hallway of the World Language Department be dedicated in the memory 

of Madame Mary Jane Miller. 

 

Principal Carnemolla went over how they chose to memorialize Ms. Miller and how they kept it 

within the school and district to make sure everyone had a say in the process. 

 

Mr. Pflomm spoke about Madame Miller and what a difference she made in the lives of the 

students.  He explained that she did not have to be your teacher to impact your life in one way 

or another.  He went on to say that she was the head of the department, she coordinated 

everything as well, and these are the reasons that it is so important to dedicate it to her and 

keep it alive in our memories.  

Principal Carnemolla showed a power point as to where the memorial would be, what the 

plaque would look like, along with the type of lettering that is to be used.  It is to be named the 



Mary Jane Miller World Language Memorial Wing.  She then went over that she is proposing this 

will be at no cost to the school or the district.  This will be paid for completely through 

fundraising efforts between the students, parents and faculty.  The quote is approximately 

$6000.00 and this includes the maintenance cost of putting it in.  This should be a net zero cost 

to the district. 

 

Dr. Gilmore thanked everyone and had the committee refer to their packets for more pictures. 

 

Mr. Lambert opened it up to questions. 

 

Mr. Berthel commented that this was a most fitting memorial to Madame Miller and 

commented also on the difference she made to her students, the district, and how her loss will 

affect everyone.  He hopes that the memorial will inspire everyone who walks down the 

hallway.  He will fully support this and commends the team for it being at zero cost to the 

district. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco thanked them for putting the proposal together.  He encouraged them to get 

additional estimates to make sure they are comfortable with the prices so they don’t over 

challenge themselves with fund raising efforts.  They identified who would be helping to 

coordinate and working on the project. 

 

Mr. Lambert thinks that it is a real tribute to Madame Miller that is being done as a fundraiser 

and it is a great way to be connected to her.  He spoke of the trips and the difference she made, 

whether or not a student had her as a teacher.   He will support it as well. 

 

Dr. Gilmore asked all of the students and teachers in the audience to stand and say their names. 

Dr. Gilmore especially asked Donna LaRusso to speak on Madame Miller.   

 

Mr. Buzzannco spoke of the protocol on how to get this on the Board of Education agenda at 

7:30 p.m.  He also asked that the final design elements be approved by the board.  We will place 

the item on the agenda this evening. 

 

3.  Adjournment 

 

Mr. Lambert adjourned the meeting at 6:53 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Mindi Davidson 

Recording Secretary 


