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WATERTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

 

Meeting Date:   April 22, 2013 

Meeting Time:   7:30 P.M. 

Meeting Place:   Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

 

Members Present:    Mr. Guy Buzzannco, Chairman 

   Mr. Tom Lambert, Vice Chairman 

   Mr. Eric Berthel, Secretary 

   Mr. David Guerrera 

   Ms. Susan McCabe 

   Mr. Ray Nardella 

   Mr. Richard Beland 

   Ms. Mary Colangelo 

 

Absent:   Atty. Sean Butterly 

                                        

                                              

Others Present:   Dr. Gail Gilmore, Superintendent 

   Mr. Adam Kuegler, Student Council Representative 

   Pasquale Buccitelli, Business Manager 

   Ms. Joanne Chenkus 

 

 
 
A. Convene Regular Meeting - 7:34 PM   
 
B. Salute to the Flag-Mr. Buzzannco 
 
C. Watertown Public Schools’ Mission Statement-Ms. McCabe 
 

The mission of the Watertown School District, with determination to be a world-class educational 
leader and a centerpiece of a dynamic and growing community, is to meet the diverse needs of each 
student – academic, artistic, athletic, emotional, ethical, social, and technological – to develop 
members of our community who: 
 embrace life-long learning; 
 are caring and responsible citizens; 
 have a sense of social justice. 
 

Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you very much Ms. McCabe. And one housekeeping item before we get 
started.  We have an Item on our agenda this evening to consider moving into Executive 
Session, that session will rely on the work of a committee which includes Sean Butterly who 
couldn’t be with us evening so I would like a motion to remove that from the Agenda. 

 
Motion Presented by: Mr. Lambert 
Motion Seconded by: Mr. Nardella 
Text of Motion:  Yes Mr. Chairman I move that we remove Item O-1 Executive 

Session Personnel Matter from the Agenda this evening.   
 
Discussion:   None 
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Opposed:   None 
Abstained:   None 
Vote:    Motion passes. 

 
Report from the Chairman-Mr. Buzzannco 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Also if there is no objection I would like to move the Chairman’s Report up in our 

Agenda this evening.  This is a meeting this evening with individuals with very heavy hearts  
tonight as we try to cope with the loss of Mary Jane Miller who passed away in Switzerland  
last week just hours before she was to get on board a flight and return home with the students  
that she led to Europe.  
 
Madame Miller was an educator in the truest sense of the word. She began a course for a trip  
with her as students, by the time she was done with you, you were a citizen of the world. 
Thanks to Madame Miller our students grew into young adults who understood the world  
culture that distinguish us and the share humanity that unites us.  She expanded our students 
world and at the same time made them feel more connected to us.  As a result I know first 
hand that her students walked confidently where ever life takes them.  She was devoted to her 
students and her students will ever hold her close in their hearts.  Our sense of loss is so  
profound that it is still hard to accept what’s happened.  In the weeks and months ahead I  
know that our administrator leaders throughout the district particularly at this school, our 
counselors, our staff, students and their families who express their remembrances and their 
continuing love and affection for Madame Miller and they will find a way to express those 
remembrances in a range to honor her life, in a lasting and in a big way, but just for tonight 
I would like to ask the Superintendent to share some information and thoughts with the  
Board and following that we are going to ask Joanne Chenkus who accompanied Madame 
Miller and our students to Europe last week to share some words about her good and close 
friend and the experiences being with her and our children in Europe.  
 
Dr. Gilmore-Thank you Mr. Buzzannco.  And it is with heavy heart that I provide this  
wonderful tribute.   Madame Mary Jane Miller was loved by everyone who came in contact 
with her. She provided a classroom of adventure and passion for World Language.  She ignited  
students with her love of travel and experiences to Europe and promoted cultural and  
educational experiences abroad for their authenticity for all students.  She began her teaching 
career at Swift Middle School in 2000 and then taught the remainder of her years at  
Watertown High School.  She began Watertown High School Department Chair of the  
World Language Department in 2009 and loved teaching all levels of French.  She will 
be truly missed by students and staff at Watertown High School, her spirit of travel  
will live on in all of us.  Let us remember the gifts of life she imparted to us all and 
celebrate her full life of languages and travel.  She has a left a memorable impression on 
us all.  And it is very important for me as Superintendent to thank everyone in this room 
and thank the efforts of the Watertown High School Crisis Team who met with me during 
the vacation period last week to help provide a very support plan for our students and staff 
returning to school today.  I thank you to Principal Carnemolla, Assistant Principals Mr.  
Tartarelli and Ms. Brown, Donnah Rochester our Director of Student Services, our  
Guidance Counselors, Eric Frechette, Christina Wallace and Karen Hoskings, our school 
Psychologist who joined me last week Joe Ambrose, our nurse Linda Burmeister, our 
Secretary Brenda  Bartlett, Principal Lisa _________ and teacher Roberto Rinaldo.  And to our 
6 grief counselors from Wellmore Health Organization and also to our parents and guardians  
who met with this team to their students prior returning to school for partnership in providing 
Support for their children.  Our heartfelt thanks to both Tom Matthews and Joanne Chenkus  
chaperones who provided immediate support for our students on the World Language trip. 
 
And this morning I visited the high school and I do want to thank the entire staff for providing   
a cultural supportive assistance for every student.    Thank you. 
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Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Dr. Gilmore and Joanne would you like to take a few moments 
and share some of our thoughts and reflections about Madame Miller. 
 
Ms. Chenkus-I am sorry but it won’t be a few moments because there is so much to say about 
her.  But I would like to begin by sharing a beautiful picture of Madame just in case you  
didn’t know who she was, you should have a chance to look at this dynamic lady and a great 
teacher and I am going to put this here so that you can remember. 
 
How do you pay tribute to Mary Jane Miller?  As a Board of Education your responsibility is to  
employ, evaluate and assess the performance of all of your personnel.  And you may never  
come to know over 250 staff members, but my privilege tonight is to honor her memory and 
this personal way so that you wish you really got to know her and love her as we do. So I am 
going to celebrate her life. A small percent of over a 1,000 students traveled with Mary Jane 
to France on a plane but 100% traveled with her in their imaginations.  She created the places 
they studied in her classroom, the Caves of LaScala where prehistoric paintings dated back to  
17,000 years ago.  One morning she came in early to school with flashlights and plastic  
covering and paper stretching over the lower wall, the students entered into this semi 
darkness of the cave to paint their own images across the walls based on the legend that 
they had studied.  Let me give you a very incomplete list of words which could describe 
Mary Jane Miller, a glimpse of her life at Watertown High School, dedicated, a department 
leader again since 2009 responsible for the 8 through 12 World Language Curriculum and  
Program.  And the teacher who work with her, if I could just mention the two adoring 
teachers who are here with us tonight and if they wouldn’t stand and be recognized for 
the support that they gave me these last few days and will continue to give to the students 
in their care, Christina Moore and Julia Culbertson, thank you.  In the last several days as 
you can well imagine with the power of Facebook and email I have received so, so many 
calls and messages from people, acquaintances, former students, staff members and public 
alike and I would like to go through and just share some of their comments with you because 
I think they are so important.   
 
Again I said that she was very dedicated and a current staff member and colleague and  
Department Leader, Mary Curetto  Hathaway said “the only comfort that I have is that she 
was doing what she loved, traveling with kids across Europe, loving the diversity of the 
world, she was a great leader and person in general, we know life in Heaven is better 
than any life here, and she is in the best travel location of her life.”   She was smart, she 
was alive, she was the mentor for teachers and continued to be so with her knowledge of 
curriculum and lesson design.  They were collegially learning from each other, she just 
wouldn’t do anything less, she kept learning and perfecting until she got it right.  Other 
teachers learn from her years of experience and her wisdom an put it into practice which 
she did so effortlessly.  Former teachers, I am going to comment about what they have 
written as well.  Maura Garsa,”MJ you were a strong and spirited woman with a heart of 
gold and the earth is a better place because of you, you inspired so many of us and touched 
our lives in so many ways, your memory will bring a smile to my face and I know the end 
of your journey is not the end of your journey but the beginning of a new and even more  
magical one.”   
 
And January ________. “my heart broke today when I heard this news a woman of class and a  
spirit so bright should not be taken from us, her students and her family.  God has a plan for her 
a good one.  I try to emulate Mary Jane and my former colleague Rosemary and myself 
every day, what a blessing I was given, never had I worked like that again in 3 states and in 
4 districts, I blasted Celine Dion tonight and I remembered all that you taught me in the first 
2 years of teaching, you will ever be a true model to educators, passionate, caring, motivating, 
with authentic music application at the heart of all your efforts.  You loved family, friends 
 
and students alike with class and conviction.” 
 
And lastly from a colleague, and I know there are so many more I don’t want to leave out 



WATERTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING  APRIL 22, 2013 
MINUTES           Page 4 

but I am just going to cite a few.  Christina, “I know your spirit will continue on through 
and everything that you taught me close to my heart.”   She was caring for those less fortunate,  
through the reading of Les Mis and the joint project with the Palace Theatre in Waterbury 
students read the book, discussed social issues and later became involved in caring for the 
community.  She took her students into the Waterbury Soup Kitchen, a whole bus load of 
students, they sang, they played instruments while fellow students and she served them 
their meals.  Greeting cards and singing at the local nursing home in French and leaving 
patients flags on Veterans Day.  She was generous and selfless, that French Club she had 
the picnics, the parties, the breakfasts, she spent hundreds of dollars every year on things 
for her class from fruit, food to private and precious gifts.  And every year when I would 
go with her to France we would go to the Louvre, the last couple of years I must admit we 
kind of said I’ve had enough of Mona Lisa and we hid ourselves out at the Starbucks in the 
shopping area, and we would let the students go in their groups of 4, couldn’t be less than 
that, and we would go shopping and she  bought practically the entire store up and she said  
“Joanne I just have too much crap, I may have to get another suitcase” and we did that  
practically every year and she came back loaded down with trinkets and things for the  
students. 
 
She was sensitive; the Little Prince was probably her favorite book of all.  Every page she 
read with the students she read with love and devotion, and she cried every time.  Special 
albums for each student with decorations were given to them at the end of the year. 
She was theatrical, she loved to wear costumes and we had to follow her lead.  Antlers at 
Christmas, shamrocks at St. Patrick’s Day, beads and hats for Mardi Gras.  She took her 
students to Broadway and to the Palace Theatre.  I will never forget she and I went for a  
weekend to Spain in preparation for a trip and I said Mary Jane it’s Phantom of the Opera 
in Spanish, well we went in there and we were in our glory she would say “Joanne it’s to  
die for” that was her favorite show.  Patriotic, I remember her she was on our staff when 
the Twin Towers went down and her son was in New York working, she was so worried 
and fearful and she got the students first and foremost in her mind and kept them together. 
And how we were moved to tears when we went to Normandy and the students were  
awestruck, the perseverance, we cried one afternoon she and I in our classroom, we were 
going to quit, leaving Watertown, that’s it done, we didn’t give in, we said we are going 
to learn this, what is this new computer stuff we’ve got to put grades in.  But you know 
actually we became so proud at the end of her Power Point and her Smart Board expertise. 
And this is what she said “It is what it is find a way”.  She was artistic, a great painter  
and a decorator, just look at the halls in the World Language Department.  I remember 
how she bought canvas and paints and had the students create their own impressionistic 
paintings.  Her classroom was a window to the world with short stories and novels and  
singing and speaking and dancing and dining and game playing.   
 
When I first saw her application come across my desk I remembered her as a camp 
counselor in the summers in Waterbury where I had someone in my family attend the  
camp and she was so creative.  At camp they had themes, they were marching around  
the whole place, I said we’ve got to hire this woman and we did.  Fun loving, even at  
the middle school I remember those trips, she would say “Hey Joanne we’ve gotta  
set up a trip to New York, let’s get a bus.”  One night we went to see Mama Mia, we 
parked in the front, the staff the custodians everybody went out there we had two buses,  
and we had to go to an Irish Pub because according to Mary Jane there was no other 
restaurant in New York, it was Irish.  We had a great time and she was the first one 
out there dancing in the isles and rockin and rollin as she would say.  We ended that  
night stuck in Harlem on the bus that over- heated and had a flat tire and we had to have 
the company sent us out another bus and no one forgot that night for sure.  She just loved 
to have a good time, you should have seen her in the middle of the disco last year in 
Italy with all the kids.  She wasn’t boring she loved bright colors.  She had a red Ford Taurus  
which finally broke down 2 years ago, she had to buy a new car, and I complimented her on 
how beautiful her new car was, it was a lovely cream color with cream interior, no she had 
didn’t like it, she had it painted red, not a deep red, not a candy apple red, but a bright 
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tomato red, everyone knew she was in town or in the parking lot just by seeing her car. 
 
  

Talented, she sang full volume crazy songs to learn French, I can remember listening to her 
sing with ________ Lovey and Rose, or Celine Dion.  I am everything I am because you love  
me.  Protective she would go to bat for her students and her teachers always looking out for 
their personal needs, she mothered them, she mothered us all and we loved her for it. 
Respected, she had high standards, no messing around; she laid down the rules and students  
respected her, groups of four no whining, role call do it over I need to hear everyone. 
Adventurous, Eiffel Tower, Vatican, chateaus, castles, caves, beaches, villages, flowers,  
gardens, operas, monuments, Notre Dame, Versailles, Aqueduct, gondolas, cafes,  
Mediterranean, Monaco, mountains, Normandy, Provance, Paris you name it.  Cable cars, 
train cars, bike rides, boat rides, subway, bus, TV, planes, taxis, all of it.  She was 
passionate and committed to growing the French program and I would like to just say  
something from one of the most outstanding students to ever come through this school. 
Alex Skylar, Class of 2007, “I am truly sad Madame challenged me and encouraged me 
and made me grow into a student and a person.  She was my teacher since 7

th
 grade, she 

one of my brother’s teachers and most influential teachers at the high school.  She 
challenged him and he stepped up in turn and making me start French in 9

th
 grade.  

I kept telling all my friends here, I don’t know how Madame did it but she had all of  
us speaking French by the end of our first year.  Students in my year managed to get  
4’s & 5’s in the AP French exam without any extra help, just after 4 years with Madame. 
I remember our Christmas songs, Madame taught us Geisha songs the Little Prince, Les  
Miserables.  My mom put it best thanks to Madame that I speak so many languages from  
the first moment in French class Madame’s always made me speak, it astounded me that  
I was half way through French 1 and I could speak.  As you all know French and Spanish  
opened my door for me to study German and Japanese in college and they laid the foundations  
of my study of Literature.  Everday I follow Madame’s encouragement, I speak in German,  
French, Spanish and Japanese, I speak and make new friends. I make a visitor feel welcome, I 
challenge and improve myself, I teach others to love language and I thank her for fostering 
and encouraging that adventurous linguistic spirit within me.” 
 
She recognized the need to see the French program grow because speaking beautiful language 
of French opened the door to learning about and appreciating the culture of other lands 
ultimately, bringing about a peaceful world. It’s my hope that many of you who are here to 
speak about this woman and all the things that she lived for, the love of French, the passion for 
learning about the French culture will not pass away with her but continue on and grow.  A 
beloved friend in closing I would like to share a tribute from this friend and a quote from one of 
her favorite songs from Phantom of the Opera. “Wishing you were somehow here again, 
wishing you were somehow near, sometimes it seems if I just dream somehow you would be 
here, teach me to live, give me the strength to try.”   
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you very much Joanne for that (inaudible) tribute, we appreciate that so 
much.  Does any Board member have any comment or reflections tonight? 
 
Mr. Lambert-I did not know Madame very well but I did know how passionate she was and 
she would use every tool in her toolbox to get us to approve her trips, she does very well.  And I 
know firsthand experience from my daughter going overseas with, on one of those type of trips 
that she went on, you know I think part of Madame’s toolbox included ways to get students out 
of their comfort zone, out of their little Watertown comfort zone, and take a risk and there was 
a reward for this risk.  When they went overseas, when they went through all these  fabulous 
places and they learned other cultures they came back, not only feeling good about their  
experience but feeling good about themselves and that they can do it and they trusted her and  
 
she instilled trust in them and they carried this for the rest of their lives and I know today many 
of these students really are much, much better for that experience with her and people like her.  
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So we really do appreciate on the Board of Education people like Madame and we are in awe of 
what she did for us.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Mr. Lambert.   
 
Mr. Nardella-Mr. Chairman I didn’t have the privilege of taking one of Madame’s classes in 
high school and it, you know when I heard the news of her passing I had to kind of reflect for a 
few minutes and I tried to find soleus, I tried to find some kind of comfort and I think the soleus 
that I found was the reaction of some of her students, from her former students, from her 
current students, she didn’t just teach material, she was the material and I said that I regret that I 
never had the privilege and honor to take one of her classes when I was here, but I know so 
many of her students who didn’t just pass a class, who didn’t just graduate from this high 
school, they pursued degrees in Spanish, in French, in Italian because of her teaching and now 
they are educators themselves of foreign language and that just, that is not just a teacher, that is 
a mentor, that is someone who really is (inaudible) and she really will be missed. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Mr. Nardella.  (Inaudible) 
 
Mr. Guerrera-I had Madame Miller for a summer camp counselor at Chase when I was in 
grammar school, before 2000, before she started here and when I was joining the Board of 
Education I saw her and I said I remember her but I forgot her name and she came up to me and 
said Dave Guerrera and she knew exactly what camp I was in and the activities I participated in 
so she knew every one of her students including me when I was at camp and she will be missed. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-I would like to close by asking us to come together in a moment of silence.  
Remember the reflection and thanksgiving for Madame Miller.  Thank you.    
  

 
C. Recognition-Dr. Gail Gilmore 

 
 
Dr. Gilmore-Well certainly we want to keep with the really wonderful tradition of being gracious and 
giving as Madame was we want to say thank you to our PTO and our PTSO Presidents for all of your 
dedication and commitment to our community, to our school, to each and every child that we have in 
our district.   And I would ask at this time the Board members join me at the podium and we have a 
special certificate for our PTO and PTSO Presidents as well as a special wonderful rose which is our 
way of saying that we certainly care about your passion and your love for our children.  So if you could 
please join me at the podium. 
 
The Watertown Board of Education would like to honor the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
Presidents, and the Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO), for their outstanding services to the 
school community.  They have created strong working relationships with parents and teachers, in 
support of our students.   Their volunteer efforts planning activities, events, fundraisers and much more 
is greatly appreciated.  We sincerely thank you all for your hard work and dedication to our schools. 
 
 
Watertown High School 

 Melissa Navarra, PTO President 
 
Mr. Nardella-Thank you Dr. Gilmore, it really is my honor this evening to recognize our wonderful 
PTO at the high school and Melissa I thank you so much for all you do.  And I was thinking before the 
meeting about our role as Board members and how often we have so many more responsibilities than 
what it seems and it really is a pleasure to be able to work with the PTO at the high school with the  
 
 
PTO at all the different schools and to really forge those relationships.  So I really do thank you from 
the bottom of my heart, thank you. 
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Swift Middle School 

 Katie Consalvo-President 
 Cathie Rinaldi-Vice President 

 
Mr. Berthel-One of the things I think Ray forgot to mention when he came up was that he is the 
liaison, the Board liaison, if that wasn’t obvious to all of you here tonight.  You know as members of 
this Board, we as you all know have additional responsibilities beyond our seats at this desk. For me 
one of the additional responsibilities I enjoy the most is my role as the Board of Education liaison to 
three of our five schools and their Parent Teacher, Parent Teacher Student Organizations, so I would 
like to say a few words first about Swift Middle School. 
 
It is home to the only Parent Teacher Student Organization or PTSO in our district led by President 
Katie Consalvo and Vice President Cathie Rinaldi.  This group of volunteers raised funds that support 
enrichment activities at  Swift that feature the arts, sciences, music, health and positive behavior 
assemblies.   Recent examples include a visit by the artist Sarat??? and the Forbes Flyers.  In addition 
the PTO funds Shakespearians a local acting troupe that comes to Swift and performs for 8

th
 graders as 

their first introduction to the genius of Shakespeare.  The PTSO supports presentations for parents to 
learn more about the educational process and provides opportunities for parents and Swift staff to meet 
informally.  They fund a scholarship for Swift graduates who are going off to college as well as 
donating funds to support field trips but most importantly they provide a forum for parents to exchange 
ideas, to gather information and to feel part of the school process.  Working with Katie and her team at 
Swift is truly an honor.  Thank you for your dedication and service to Swift Middle School.  
 
 
Polk Elementary School 

 Cathy Ruszkowksi-President 
 Beverly Beverly-Co-Vice President 
 Maria Schweyer-Co-Vice President 

 
Mr. Lambert-Thank you.  As the Board of Education liaison for Polk School I attend many of the 
meetings held by this Parent Teacher Organization.  The Polk PTO strives to provide a bridge between 
home and school to not only enhance the school experience for our students but to give parents a forum 
to learn and share information.  This Polk PTO is not a large group and its volunteer members are 
especially dedicated to the school community.  Some of the Polk PTO accomplishments include raising 
money through fund raisers to provide school supplies, contribute to reducing the cost of field trips, 
funding educational assemblies, purchasing books for the library, providing other items needed by the 
school staff.  Organizations in running after school clubs, including media club which publishes a 
student written newspaper and teaches kids about public speaking, sports club where kids can learn 
new sports and sportsmanship, games clubs for kids to learn to play board games, and knitting club 
where kids learn to knit with both their peers and adults.  Sponsoring Beautification Day to make our 
school grounds beautiful with the help of students and parents.  Field Day and Family Fun Night for the 
school community.  Teacher appreciation events to support the school staff, the 5

th
 grade celebration 

for our students leaving Polk school and concerts featuring musicians who are positive role models 
including Johnny and Brookie and Michael and Marissa. They also fund a Margaret Judd Scholarship 
for past Polk School children entering college.  Publishing and annual year book for students to give 
them a printed memory of their Polk School experience.  In closing please remember that Polk School 
PTO’s main purpose is to be a powerful voice for all children, a relative resource for families and 
communities and a strong advocate for the education and well-being of every child.  Thank you PTO 
members not only for the hard work that you do every day but for dedicated service to enhance the 
educational experience for our students at Polk School. 
 

  
 

Judson Elementary School 
 Cheryl White-President 
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 Rose Harris-Vice President 
 
Mr. Berthel-The PTO at Judson Elementary School is led by Cheryl White as President and Rose 
Harris as Vice President.  Judson’s PTO is famous for its social events, like the Sock Hop Dance, 
Halloween Bash, and of course the annual Field Day Celebration.  Fund raising events include the 
frozen food sale with those decadent butter braided things that you bake off, magazine sales and 
Scholastic Book Fairs among others.  Funds raised at Judson go to support enrichment activities for our 
children like the Jets Program which has brought in a marionettes troupe, BMX Bikes troupe and an 
Anti-Bullying mime earlier this year.  This year the PTO will again fund the entire cost of all of the 
buses for the class field trips in each grade, they will also fully fund the cost of a trip for the entire 
school to travel to the Palace Theatre to attend the Math Maniac show.   And of course this PTO funds 
5

th
 grade night which is the final social gathering for our 5

th
 grade class before they move on to wider 

and bigger hallways of Swift Junior High.   This PTO also organizes the collection of goods for gift 
baskets that is donated to a local family in need during the holidays.  I would like to also point out that 
Judson PTO President Cheryl White, who is standing behind me, is also treasurer at Swift Middle 
School PTSO in addition to her role at Judson, talk about commitment.  Thank you all for your 
dedication and service to Judson Elementary School. 
 
 
John Trumbull Primary School 

 Kim Boivin-Co-President 
 Lauren Dassatti-Co-President 

 
Mr. Berthel-Again.  Okay so the old saying “you reap what you sow” can be found in the Bible and 
has been quoted by a famous person or two overtime, but nowhere is it truer than at John Trumbull 
Primary School.  In addition to our teachers, administrators and staff setting the foundation of learning 
in the youngest of our children, this PTO led by Co-Presidents Kim Boivin and Lauren Dassatti sets the 
foundation for future PTO activity among parents.  Many of the leader’s names read tonight as leaders 
of the PTO, PTSO in our other schools can trace their start in the PTO back to John Trumbull and they 
do so with great pride.  No other PTO in our district raises the money that John Trumbull PTO does. 
My math maybe off a little bit but by last count the John Trumbull PTO had raised nearly $40,000 this 
year.  Their efforts provide for events like the annual Second Grade Celebration, Field Day and many 
many enrichment activities throughout the year.  This PTO recently funded the purchase of and 
installation of a new Play Scape for our 1

st
 grade recess area, this group made Smart Boards possible in 

virtually every class room in John Trumbull.  This PTO has added countless numbers of books to the 
school library and individual classrooms and this PTO organizes the Tree of Giving each year which 
ensures that families in need have a meaningful gift for their child during the holidays.  The list of 
accomplishments goes on and on.  Thank you all for setting the bar, setting the example and for 
cultivating future leaders of our PTO, PTSO’s at John Trumbull and thank you as well for your 
dedication and service.  
 
If the PTO Presidents could please come forward when their name is read, we would like to present 
them with a certificate of recognition. 
 
Dr. Gilmore-We would like to thank all these wonderful leaders in our community they just give to 
our children every single day.  Thank you PTO and PTSO Presidents.  And I also want to acknowledge 
all of the teachers and administrators that are part of that process with the PTO because it is that 
partnership that whole school partnership that makes this district very special.  So thank you all for 
that.  And I believe we will take a 5 minute intermission for photos. Thank you.  
 
Mr. Buzzannco-We will call this meeting back to order at 8:17 p.m. 

 

D. Report from Student Council Representative – Adam Kuegler 
 

Mr. Kuegler-Thank you Mr. Chairman.  A lot of the time since our last meeting was consumed with 
April break but our athletics teams were out on the fields and on the track, a bunch of games were 
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played over break and the Watertown High School teams are improving.  They performed well with 
good results. 
 
Also out of respect for Madame Miller the World Language Arts Society induction, haven’t had 
enough time to do a proper tribute to her which I believe I mentioned the induction at a previous 
meeting, that has been postponed and also the Talent Show that was scheduled for later this week has 
been postponed.  We did have a successful Academic Awards Night, a couple of weeks ago now I 
guess, April 9

th
, in the Auditorium. 

 
When I was preparing my report this evening on went on Madame Miller’s teacher web page and the 
first line of the message to students on her web page reads “The study of French is an incredible 
journey…and I am so glad you have decided to travel this road with me.”  And I never had the chance 
to have her as a teacher or did I travel with her to Europe, and I don’t know how much more can be 
said that was already said this evening so I figure as the Student Representative what would be 
appropriate would be to enforce it in the words of the students.  So today I asked around the students 
who have traveled with her, and had her as a teacher for way ways to describe Madame and the list I 
got was positive, well liked, enthusiastic about her job, she lived life to the fullest and she was 
energetic and lively.  And if I could just add one thing to that list, the first thing that comes to my mind 
when I think of Madame, I knew her through the World Language Honor Society, is that she always 
wore her heart on her sleeve.  I remember just probably about a month and  a half ago we had a movie 
night for the World Language Honor Society and we watched the comedy movie College Road Trip it’s 
called, it was actually filmed right at Taft and you know it’s a comedy about a child going off to 
college and Madame said we are going to watch this movie because so many of you will be going off to 
college next year and I remember at the end Madame was crying and another one of the teachers, Mrs. 
Culbertson, who was her earlier, said all you emotions are right here and I know that that carries over 
into the classroom by talking to students who did have her as a teacher they knew how much she loved 
them and cared about them and loved her job. So she certainly will be missed.  Today we had a 
moment of silence for her, there were counselors available and it was a very subdued and reverent 
mood in the school today and our thoughts and prayers of all the students and the staff and faculty at 
the High School are with her family.   
 
Also I wanted to report on the trip to Europe and when I was talking with Mr. Serratore today to talk 
about you know how do you say, there was a good time had on the trip  when it had such a sad ending 
and all I can say is that Madame planned every detail so that the students would have a great time on 
their trip and and that it would be a trip to remember and this trip was no different I know from talking 
with students, or the friends of students that were on the trip, the students had a great time because of 
in large part the work that Madame put into that trip.   
 
Also on Monday, last Monday, at the Boston Marathon, was another tragedy with the bombing that 
took place at the finish line there and it’s not too far from home and it affects being less than 2 hours 
away, it was bound to have an effect on students at Watertown High School and the Watertown Public 
Schools, and some more than others.  I know there was a family, two students are at the high school 
and their father was running in the race I know that he finished before these events took place and there 
was another student who it affected and exceptional amount, Kalli Wallin is a freshman at Watertown 
High School and she was actually born in Brockton, Massachusetts which I understand it is a suburb 
near Boston and also near Watertown, Massachusetts where you see a lot, was consumed this past 
week at the end of the week and Kalli was actually in Boston at the time of the event, she was in 
Quincy Market and she saw firsthand the city come to a screeching halt as all that was going on.  She 
was there with her mother and her siblings and on Monday night she sat down and wrote a poem in 
response to the events that took place and she submitted to the Enterprise, which is one of the 
prominent newspapers in the Boston area, and they actually published the poem and also published an 
article about Kalli and her family and her writing, and I will pass this around for people to see, but you 
can see a quote from her, you have to step back and think what it is like to be the mother of the family 
and the child, referring to the child who passed away in those events and if I may I would like to read 
the poem that was written by Kalli as a letter from the child who passed away to his mother and it is 
called “So Young, So Lovely” and it is a very touching poem.  And I am sure my poetic reading won’t 
do it justice, I wish she was here to read it tonight, I will do my best. 
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So Young, So Lovely 
 
Mommy, Mommy, 
Let’s watch the runners go! 
How can they run 26 miles? 
And how do they prepare for the show? 
Mommy, Mommy, 
Do you know anyone in the race? 
Do they run fast? 
Can they keep their pace? 
Mommy-look! 
There they go; 
Running quickly, 
To and fro. 
I’ll keep my smile, 
I will not cry, 
‘Cuz they’ll be back’, 
Oh me!  Oh my! 
Mommy, Mommy, 
Here they come! 
I can hear my heart, 
Beating like a drum! 
Mommy, Mommy…. 
What’s that smell? 
Something foul; 
I cannot tell…. 
 
…!Mommy, Mommy, 
Don’t you cry, 
I’m in your heart, 
And God’s place in the sky. 
 
By Kalli Wallin 

 
I just want on a closing note, as I was preparing my report this evening I thought about the year that 
we’ve had so far and the students of Watertown have seen a lot of tragedy close to home, going back to 
Newtown, the tragedy in Newtown, the bombing in Boston that wasn’t so far away and now the loss of 
faculty member that was so loved by her students and it touched so many lives and but I also thought 
about today walking into school and being greeted by Mr. Serratore who was there to offer help, 
singular administrator Mr. Tartarelli and Ms. Brown were there for help and walking down into the 
World Language Hallway, I had Spanish 1

st
 block today, and seeing counselors not only from 

Watertown High School but from Swift Middle School, seeing Mrs. Lerz in the hallway this morning 
who had come up to help from Swift Middle School, the counselors that were there the counselors and 
the administrators who came to the high school after the students returned from their trip.  I thought 
about after the Newtown tragedy how people wanted to help so quickly after that and how the school 
came together and I know that this poem and I guess sometimes you see the best in people when a 
tragedy comes along unfortunately but this poem and the actions and also everyone who is already 
looking for ways, I ‘ve heard talk of people who are already looking for ways to remember Madame 
and pay tribute to her and we saw that tonight and I think that really shows the thoughtful and the 
resilient nature of the students in Watertown High School.  And just on a personal note almost thirteen 
years in the school system that I have spent I have never been prouder to be counted among the 
students and the faculty and the staff and the parents that make up the family that is Watertown Public 
Schools.  And with that I will conclude my report.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Adam thank you for your report, thank you for sharing Kalli’s poem, thank you for 
your thoughts and your very wise words this evening.   
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Is there anyone who wishes to address the Board this evening?  Is there anyone who wishes to address 
the Board this evening? 
 

 
F. Public Participation-(Please state name, address and topic of discussion) 
 

 None 
 

 
G.     Committee Reports:  
 
           Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair-No 
 Policy and Labor Committee, Mr. Eric Berthel, Chair-No 
 Budget and Finance Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-No 
 Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Tom Lambert, Chair-Yes 
 

Mr. Lambert-Yes Mr. Chairman tonight we had our Facilities/PBC/Operations Meeting and we 
discussed several issues including review of facilities, security audit, items, review of the high school 
Lecture Hall microphone update and also a presentation by Roberto Medic, for the Student Parent 
Athletic Handbook. 
 
Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Ray Nardella, Chair-No 

 
 
H.    Communications – Secretary-None 
 
I.Minutes 
 

a) Board of Education Regular Meeting-March 25, 2013 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
Agenda Item Number: I.1.  
Subject:    Minutes-Board of Education Regular Meeting-March 25, 2013    

 

 

 

 

Motion Presented by: Mr. Berthel 

Motion Seconded by: Mr. Nardella  
Text of Motion:                     To approve the minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting, 
    March 25, 2013 

 
Discussion   None 
                       

Opposed:   None 

Abstained:              None 

Vote:    Motion passes. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
  

J.     Superintendent's Recommendations and Report-Dr. Gail Gilmore 
 

1. Appointments-(Information Only) 
 

a) Ms. Diane Chere transferred from the position of Secretary 1 Grade II from Swift 
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Middle School, to Secretary 1 Grade II at Judson Elementary School, effective April 22, 

2013, at an hourly rate of $19.85. 

 

2. Resignation-(Information Only) 

 

Ms. Amber Manfredi from the position of Grade 4 Teacher at Polk Elementary School, 

effective at the end of the 2012-2013 school year, for personal reasons. 

 

3. Presentation-(Information Only) 

 

Instructional Best Practice-School Performance Index (SPI) 

Dr. Gail Gilmore, Superintendent, will present information on the new state accountability 

system.  Schools in the state are classified into five groups based upon the overall results of the 

CMT and CAPT, the performance of their subgroups and cohort graduation rate.  Our Grade 3-

5, 6-8 and 9-12 schools have an index based upon these assessments.  The SPI is part of the 

Administrator Evaluation in the SEED model.  

 

Dr. Gilmore-Thank you Mr. Buzzannco and at this time I would like to brief the entire Board 

of Education on the Schools Performance Index and I will provide a brief Power Point for you. 

 

The Connecticut State Department of Education has come out with Connecticut’s new 

accountability system which is called the School Performance Index and the elements of this 

system include the following Under Measurement, data is generated from the results of both the 

CMT and CAPT, under classification schools will be classified by the state based upon the 

results of these assessments and the state has used different classification titles such as, 

Excelling, Progressing, Transitioning, Review and Focus and also Turn Around Schools.  The 

state also looks at intervention and at this time Watertown Public Schools are not considered a 

Turn Around School, those are schools that have the lowest CMT and CAPT scores in the state 

and the very last element of this accountability system is Recognition and we hope that 

Watertown will be among the highest overall performance with this particular recognitions.   

 

So what is the different about the School Performance Index as opposed to NCLB, No Child  

Left Behind, if you look at the major shifts you see with No Child Left Behind the target was 

proficient so now we are looking at a much more rigorous target on average for goal or 

advanced goal for every child.  No Child Left Behind by 2014 was an unrealistic goal to get 

100% of our students at that mark, so the state is looking at a half way target by 2018 making it 

much more realistic to look at data over time with each and every student.  No Child Left 

Behind at that time they were looking at literacy and numeracy and if you look now the 

Connecticut new indicators include not only literacy and numeracy, reading and writing but also 

science.  As I said earlier No Child Left Behind they were looking at their proficient mark and 

once again we are now looking at goal and advanced goal.  School progress only measures by 

standardized test scores but now we are looking at a school progress measured by high school 

graduation rates as well.  And the very last major shift is the No Child Left Behind they were 

looking at sub groups of 40 students, ELL, English Language Learning, ethnicity and now they 

are looking at sub groups of 20 which is much more realistic and will give us a more authentic 

data to review with our School Improvement Plans.   
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No Child Left Behind once again is looking at basic to proficient and the Connecticut new 

indicators are looking at every child across the board.  How are we improving every single child 

from below basic to basic, basic to proficient and then once again to goal, and excellent 

indicator for us.   

 

How did the state come up with this Performance Index?  It’s a range between 0-100, it does 

count performance in all tested grade levels, it does capture performance across all the 

performance bands and as I said earlier it does include science and it incorporates all tested 

students including the students who take the MAS and the Skills Check List.  The MAS is the 

Modified Assessment and these are our special education students.  Once again provides 

subject specific and overall index and the Performance Index looks at all students in every 

group, all ethnicities are free and reduced lunch and as I said earlier, ELL, English Language 

students and students who have disabilities.   

 

So what does the state demand as our benchmark?  Eighty-eight, that is what we are looking for 

for every child on average, all students at this target level.  Students who take the CMT and 

CAPT this is how they calibrate this particular formula.  If a student receives goal in advance 

than that particular child receives 1 point, proficient .67, basic .33 and below basic 0.  When we 

look at our special needs children under the modified assessment the goal will receive 1 credit, 

proficient .50, and basic 0.   And our skills checklist special education students if they do 

independent reading they will get 1 credit, proficient .50 and basic 0. 

 

For instance if you have a child in grade 5 they must take this four tests, reading, writing, 

science and math and the example that  I am providing for you this evening, reading goals, 

writing proficient, science basic and math proficient.  They take these 4 scores add them 

together, divide by 4 and multiply by 100 to get the Individual Performance Index of their child 

for 67.  Remember we want 88.  Another example would be a 4
th

 grader, 4
th

 grade students at 

this present time in our state do not take the science math, do not take the science assessment, 

so here is an example in the reading at basic, writing at proficient, math at below basic and you 

can see the calibrations.  That particular child would have an Individual Performance Index of 

33.   

 

So how do we look at the calculations for the entire district?   We take all of the 5
th

 graders, we 

take their IPI, which is their Individual Performance Index, and we do the calculations and we 

are looking for 88 for each child.   

 

The State Department has provided for us the baseline data.  The baseline data is the CMT 

scores for over 3 years.  Remember we are looking at targets of 88 for the next several years 

out.  So this is a very realistic target that we presently have 82.9 is our Judson baseline, and the 

target for the CMT”s for this year 2013, we are looking at 83.4, very realistic goals.  We’re 

looking at students with disabilities, the state has looked at the scores over the last 3 years and 

has provided for us that Judson baseline of 58.9 and were looking at 61.4 target. And all of the 

other scores are in front of you.   

 

 

 

Mr. Berthel-Dr. Gilmore. 
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Dr. Gilmore-Yes. 

 

Mr. Berthel-May I interrupt you just for one second. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Sure, yes. 

 

Mr. Berthel-You said that the State of Connecticut provides the number for the baseline.  Is the 

target something that we set internally or that provided by the state as well? 

 

Dr. Gilmore-That is also provided by the state. 

 

Mr.Berthel-And okay. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Yes.  That is a very good question because remember this is over time and this is 

once again the SPI, the School Performance Index Mr. Berthel there are looking for something 

very realistic and attainable.  And we are working very hard in this district with our district 

improvement plan as you know and holding everyone is accountable, the student, the parents, 

the teachers and the administrators are working very hard on getting these goals. 

 

Mr. Berthel-Thank you. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-When do we have to have the 88 and are there consequences or implications if 

not reaching that goal. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Yes my understanding is 2018.  So you can see how the state has given us ample 

time to reach these very rigorous benchmarks, but most importantly it is every child, we want 

every child to reach these benchmarks, of an 88. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-We do but is the goal that the average is 88. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-We want every child to reach to 88, so yes the Judson chart.. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-(Inaudible) so it is the state expectation that the average is 88?  In other words 

if you can go through steps 1 and 2 and then add up all the Individual Performance Index on 

every student is the goal the average, divide that by the number of students taking tests is the 

goal of 88? 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Yes. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Okay, are the consequences of not reaching 88, if we do not reach 88 have the 

consequences been identified? 

 

Dr. Gilmore-Not at this time, but the state, as I mentioned earlier in the previous slide there is 

intervention where the state will be providing monitoring and support for us. 

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you. 
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Dr. Gilmore-The Polk baseline is from the last 3 years and you can see where the state has also 

targeted 78.4 and so forth, the very last column, for us to reach for the 2013 CMT’s for grades 

3, 4 and 5.   

 

On this particular slide you see that Swift Middle School reading and writing is already at the 

attainable goal of 88.6 and 88.8.  So the state has identified Swift in reading and writing to 

maintain or excel so this is what we are hoping for for next year as well to have as many 

indexes to read at this high level.  And I see that Ms. Lerz is in the audience.  Smiling.  

 

And for Watertown High School we are also looking at a very rigorous target and we feel that 

we will get there with our CMTs and our CAPT.  And how are we going to get there for the 

students SPI, Students Performance Index.  We are constantly looking at our Score 

Improvement Plan, we are constantly looking at accountability, really looking at the core 

quality instruction with SRBI an intervention and tier instruction and diversity and 

differentiations and most importantly professional development in teaching and learning 

strategies we know will be paramount if we work together and I do want to say thank you to 

many of the administrators who are in the building and the teachers who work collaboratively 

together in their data teams and professional learning communities because they have worked 

very hard on their improvement plans and we will attain these goals.   

 

Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Dr. Gilmore. 

 

Mr. Nardella-Dr. Gilmore, this is more of a logistical question, but to your knowledge does the 

state control for DRG’s in the formula they use to determine the percentages that we should be 

at by 2018. 

 

Dr. Gilmore-I can actually provide that for you, as you know in our DRG that is an area that 

we are concerned with and we have been and we will continue to strive to be at the top of our 

DRG.  I can also get that information to you from all of the other DRG’s so that you can see 

where we are in relation with the target.   

   
  Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you Dr. Gilmore. 
   
K.     Report from the Chairman –Mr. Buzzannco 
 
 See above pages 2 and 3. 
 

 
L.     Action Items – Adoption of Items to be Approved by Consent 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agenda Item Number:  L.1. 

Subject:     Consideration of the Approval of Family Medical Leave of Absence 

Ms. Daria Warycha, Second Grade Teacher at John Trumbull 

Primary School requests a childbearing leave of absence under the 

Family Medical Leave Act commencing approximately, June 14, 

2013 through January 2, 2014, with the use of accumulated sick time 

and a doctor’s note to return. 
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Motion Presented by:  Mr. Lambert 

Motion Seconded by:  Ms. Colangelo 

Text of Motion:           It is recommended that the Board approve the Medical Leave for 

Ms. Daria Warycha commencing approximately,  June 14, 2013 

through January 2, 2014, with the use of accumulated sick time and 

a doctor’s note to return. 
 
Discussion:                              None 
                          

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:    None 

Vote:     Motion passes. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
Agenda Item Number:  L.2.a. 
Subject:     Consideration of Approval of Acceptance of Gifts 

    Ms. Christine Shields would like to donate fabric and foam for a 
musical production at Watertown High School, with an approximate 
value of $75.00. 

 

Motion Presented by:  Mr. Nardella 

Motion Seconded by:  Ms. Colangelo 
Text of Motion:           It is recommended that the Board accept these generous donations 

and that a letter of thanks be sent to the donors. 
 
Discussion:        None 
                                              

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:    None 

Vote:     Motion passes. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Agenda Item Number:  L.2.b. 
Subject:     Consideration of Approval of Acceptance of Gifts 

    A donation was received from the Polk School Staff, in the amount 
of $75.00 to support an eighth grade student in need of assistance to 
attend the yearly educational trip to Washington, D.C. 

 

Motion Presented by:  Mr. Nardella 

Motion Seconded by:  Ms. Colangelo 
Text of Motion:           It is recommended that the Board accept these generous donations 

and that a letter of thanks be sent to the donors. 
  
Discussion:        None 
                                              

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:    None 

Vote:     Motion passes. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Agenda Item Number:  L.2.c. 
Subject:     Consideration of Approval of Acceptance of Gifts 

    A donation was received from Watertown Lions Foundation in the 
amount of $1,000.00 to support an eighth grade student in need of 
assistance to attend the yearly educational trip to Washington, D.C. 
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Motion Presented by:  Mr. Nardella 

Motion Seconded by:  Ms. Colangelo 
Text of Motion:           It is recommended that the Board accept these generous donations 

and that a letter of thanks be sent to the donors. 
 
Discussion:        None 
                                              

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:    None 

Vote:     Motion passes. 

Agenda Item Number:  L.2.d. 
Subject:     Consideration of Approval of Acceptance of Gifts 

    IBM Corporation would like to award a grant in the amount of 
$1,500.00 to Watertown High School.  The grant was approved to 
recognize the  volunteer efforts of an IBM employee. 

 

Motion Presented by:  Mr. Nardella 

Motion Seconded by:  Ms. Colangelo 
Text of Motion:           It is recommended that the Board accept these generous donations 

and that a letter of thanks be sent to the donors. 
 
Discussion:        None 
                                              

Opposed:    None 

Abstained:    None 

Vote:     Motion passes. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
M. Future Agenda Items and Board Members’ Comments 
 
 Mr. Buzzannco-Do any members have any comments or agenda items this evening? 
 

Mr. Nardella-Mr. Chairman I would just like to comment because I was thinking about the recent 
events that happened and you can take that in any perspective you would like all the way from 
December to this past week and you know I really, I am thankful,  as Adam said it so eloquently before 
you know you see Ms. Lerz in the hallways of the high school, you see administrators, you see staff 
members and it really humbles me, it really does and I would like to echo what we so gracefully said 
throughout the meeting tonight and what we say every week it is just, it really is touching that we come 
together as a community, be it during crises, and not just in crises but all the time and it just, its 
important I think  to reflect on what’s happened and to savor that community and I think that we are 
doing a great job with that and I really look forward to seeing that through. 
 
Mr. Buzzannco-Thank you for your comments Mr. Nardella, this is a very special community, we are 
momentarily rocked, (inaudible) December 14

th
 and almost immediately you say we say what can I do 

and that makes this town very, very special.  Any other members have any other comments or future 
agenda items? 
 
Hearing non we will move onto Item M, Public Participation.  Does anyone wish to address the Board?  
Does anyone wish to address the Board?    

  
N.     Public Participation (Please state name, address and topic of discussion) 
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O.   Executive Session to discuss the following: 
 
 
 1). Personnel Matter-Discussion of Superintendent’s Evaluation Process. 
_ 
 
P. Adjournment 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agenda:   P. 

Subject:   Adjournment 

 

Motion Presented by: Mr. Berthel  

Motion Seconded by: Mr. Lambert 

 

Text of Motion:  That the meeting adjourned at  8:47 p.m. 

 
Discussion:    None 
 
                                                    

Opposed:   None 

Abstained:   None  

Vote:    Motion passes. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meeting adjourned at   8:47 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

 

Eric Berthel 

Board Secretary 

 

 

Carolyn Stopper 

Minutes Secretary 

 
  


