
   
 

   
 

Bound for Washington, D.C. 

A Patriotic Tradition 

Woodstock Middle School – 147B Route 169 – Woodstock, CT  06281 

 
 
May 2019 
 
Dear Class of 2020 Woodstock Middle School Eighth Grade Students and Parents/Guardians, 
 
Each year the Woodstock Middle School (WMS) eighth grade students have a wonderful 
opportunity to visit Washington, D.C. experiencing firsthand the development and application of 
American civics and history. Students will see famous sites and engage in a close-up view of 
America’s unique Capitol – past and present.  The 2020 trip dates are March 24 – March 27, 
2020.   
 
This informational packet contains a starred signature page that requires 
signatures/initials from both you & your child.   
A second packet will arrive in the weeks before the March departure date. The packet will   
include: 1) general information 2) a medical permission form & other medical forms 3) the rules 
and regulations of the 4-H Center 4) the itinerary and 5) a list of things to pack.  
 
The trip to Washington, D.C. will take place Tuesday, March 24th – Friday, March 27th, 2020.  
The class will travel to Washington, D.C. by motor coach, with a 3 night stay at the National 4-H 
Youth Center in Chevy Chase, Maryland.  The students will experience a full, four day 
educational itinerary supervised/chaperoned by WMS faculty parents.  The trip coordinators will 
select parents to chaperone based on interest and need.  In order to be considered, anyone 
interested in chaperoning must attend a mandatory informational meeting on Wednesday, 
September 18 at 6:00 PM in the WMS Cafeteria.  We also encourage anyone interested in 
learning more about the trip in general to attend this meeting.     
 
Throughout this trip, students will follow a busy schedule and visit MANY major landmarks. 
The itinerary will include as many of the following as scheduling permits: The Smithsonian 
Institutes, especially, the Air & Space Museum, the Museum of Natural History, Museum of 
American History, and the Art Museums; Botanical Gardens, the Washington Monument and 
other memorials such as the Jefferson, Lincoln, FDR, Korean & Vietnam War, WWII, The 
Marine Memorial (Iowa Jima), Martin Luther King Jr., Pentagon 9/11 and Air Force Memorials; 
Newseum, Arlington National Cemetery, National Archives, the Capitol, Supreme Court, 
Library of Congress, and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
 
Washington, D.C., one of the most interesting and educational cities in our nation, will offer 
students an unforgettable trip! All who attend return from this trip with a more meaningful 
understanding of United States history and a deep appreciation of our government and country.   
 

  



   
 

   
 

Please review the information enclosed regarding the 2020 trip.   
 
In order to properly plan for the trip, it is imperative that all deadlines are met.  We must have a 
confirmed number of students by September 20th.  There are financial obligations that require 
non-refundable deposits based on the number of students attending.  Therefore, your initial 
commitment needs to include a $100 non-refundable deposit.  The cost of this year’s trip is 
$550.   
 
SIGN and RETURN the requested starred signature/initial form and $100 non-refundable 
deposit to the WMS office by SEPTEMBER 20th, 2019 indicating your decision to attend 

the trip or not.     
 
Please contact us with any questions or concerns.    
 
 
Aaron Murray, DC Trip Co-Coordinator:  murraya@woodstockschools.net  
Kristen Elliott, DC Trip Co-Coordinator:  elliottk@woodstockschools.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures: 

(1) Signature/Initial Page with the stars (required to return) 
(2) WMS Student Code of Conduct 
(3) Financial Information 
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Signature/Initial Page: 
____My child will NOT be attending this trip.  (Please indicate sweatshirt size below!)   
 
____My child will be attending this trip.  I am including a non-refundable deposit of $100.  
Checks need to be made payable to Woodstock Public Schools. 

 
                -If your child will be attending the trip, please fill out, initial/sign EACH of the 
sections on both sides of this sheet and return to the WMS office NO LATER THAN 
September 20th, 2019. 
 
Student’s Name (please print) _________________________________   
 
Student Sweatshirt Size (Adult S-XXXL) _______   
  
Parent 1:  Name (please print) _________________________________   
 
Best Phone number:  ____________________ Best Email:  ___________________________ 
                           
Parent 2:  Name (please print) _________________________________ 
 
Best Phone number:  ____________________ Best Email:  ___________________________  
 
_____ Yes, I am interested in chaperoning the 8th Grade Class Trip to Washington, D.C. and 

will attend the mandatory meeting on Wednesday, September 18th.  I understand I must 
incur the cost of my student and myself. Price per person is $550.00.  I understand there 
will be a $100 non-refundable deposit for this trip made to Woodstock Public Schools. 

   
   
_____  No, I am NOT able to chaperone at this time. 
 
 

(OVER) 

 
This form must be returned to the  

Middle School Office  
NO LATER THAN September 20, 2019 

 

2019-2020 



   
 

   
 

 
We have read the Student Code of Conduct Page. 
 

1) I understand and consent to the responsibilities outlined in the WMS Student 
Code of Conduct. 

2) I understand and agree that my child shall be held accountable for the behavior 
and consequences outlined in the WMS student Code of Conduct.  

3) I further realize my child will only be eligible for the trip to Washington, D.C. 
if he or she adheres to the WMS Student Code of Conduct. 

4) I understand that any student who violates the WMS Student Code of Conduct 
shall be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including referral for criminal 
prosecution for violations of the law.  

 
 Parents'/Guardians' Signature(s) _____________________ Date ________ 
 Student's Signature                   ______________________ Date ________ 
 
I have read the Financial Information Page. The cost of this year’s trip is $550.00 
per student, and $550.00 per chaperone. 
 
See Payment Schedule on Financial Information Page- 

*Parents seeking a partial or full scholarship for their child should contact 
Kristen Elliott or Aaron Murray as soon as possible. All applications are 
confidential. 

 
___ I will make payment as outlined in the payment schedule.  I realize that 
payments are essential to guaranteeing reservations and contracts for the trip.  
     

OR 
 
___ I will make payment in full by December 6, 2019.  
 
Parents'/Guardians' Signature(s) _______________________ Date _______ 
 
This form must be returned to the WMS Office NO LATER THAN 
September 20th, 2019. 

 

(Please be sure that you have signed and initialed where requested.)  



   
 

   
 

WMS STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
1) Students permitted to go on the Washington, D.C. field trip will be in 

compliance with the standards outlined in the Woodstock Middle School 
Handbook, available online at www.woodstockschools.net.  In addition, any 
serious violation of the said philosophy, rules, expectations, and bus behavior 
standards will be grounds for dismissal from the trip. Serious conduct violations 
will include, but not be limited to, the following behaviors: Possession of 
weapons and dangerous instruments; possession of drugs, alcohol or tobacco; 
violence; and harassment.  A student’s non-compliance with any Board of 
Education policy explained in the Woodstock Middle School Handbook or in 
the Woodstock Public Schools Board Policy Manual may result in the 
student’s ineligibility for participation on the trip to Washington, D.C.  

 
Following any infraction, students may enter into a probationary 
period.  If it is determined that the student cannot attend the trip, 
parents will be notified in writing by the principal of their ineligibility to 
participate in the trip to Washington, D.C.  Eligibility requirements are 
stated above.  

 
2) Field trips are part of the academic program of the school.  As such, any student 

whose behavior is considered detrimental either to the well-being of other 
students or to their ability to receive the maximum educational benefits of the 
field trip, may be barred from participation on the Washington, D.C. trip or be 
required to return from it.  Faculty and chaperones expect 100% compliance 
with all rules and regulations imposed during the trip.  Insubordination will be 
grounds for dismissal from the trip.  Also, students and parents/guardians must 
agree to adhere to the luggage inspection rules (rules will be sent home in the 
second packet). 

 
3) Students denied permission to participate on the trip may appeal to an Appeals 

Board established and chaired by the principal.  In addition to the principal, the 
Appeals Board will consist of the school counselor, trip coordinators, and two 
or more members of the eighth grade teaching team.  When the students barred 
from participation feel that they have demonstrated significant growth in the 
areas of concern, and no longer pose an unacceptable risk to the success of the 
trip, they may request a hearing with the Appeals Board.  
 

4) A student identified as “borderline eligible” for participation on the trip will be 
notified in writing of their status by the principal.  Such a student’s participation 
will be allowed only if his or her parents/guardian agrees to participate in the 

http://www.woodstockschools.net/


   
 

   
 

field trip and if the principal approves of the parent’s/guardian’s participation 
in this role and if there is sufficient room to accommodate the student’s 
parent/guardian.  If approved, the parent/guardian would be assigned to all 
groups in which the said student participates in addition to the regular 
chaperone.  The parent/guardian would pay his/her own expenses for the trip.  
Such parents/guardians must agree to follow the principal’s instructions.  

 
5) Dismissal from the trip for violation of the WMS Student Code of Conduct, 

as outlined in #1 above, will mean that the student’s parent/guardian will incur 
the  expenses associated with the student’s separation from the field trip, and 
may require the parent/guardian come to Washington, D.C. to escort the student 
home. The additional transportation costs associated with escorting the student 
home will be incurred by the parent/guardian of the student involved.  The 
principal will make the determination to dismiss a student from continuing to 
participate in the trip.  No appeals process will apply to such a decision.  

 
6) All parents/guardians and students must agree in writing to these conditions 

prior to participation in the Washington, D.C. trip. Please sign the starred page 
above. 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

Schedule 
8th Grade 

Class of 2020 

9/20/19 
$183 

10/18/19 
$183 

12/6/19 
$184 

        Financial Information 
     The cost of the trip to Washington, D.C. includes 1) transportation 2) lodging at the 
4-H Center (with additional security guards) 3) meals 4) sweatshirt and 5) educational 
activities mentioned in the informational letter   
       The cost of this year’s trip is $550 per attendee.  A $100 non-
refundable deposit is due by 9/20/19. 

Parents seeking a partial or full scholarship for their student, or to discuss particular financial 
circumstances, please contact Mr. Murray or Mrs. Elliott as soon as possible and no later 
than September 20, 2019. 
 
It is imperative that timely advance payments be made toward your child’s trip.  These 
advance payments are essential to our commitment to be fiscally prudent by guaranteeing 
secured reservations and contracts well in advance of the trip.  Without these commitments, 
the trip would not be possible.  Please adhere to the payment schedule so that the trip 
planning will not be affected.   
 
 Make checks payable to:  Woodstock Public Schools.  Please note your student’s 

first and last name and class year (2020) in the check memo.  You can send the check in 
with your student to the WMS office or you can mail your check to WMS 147 B Rte. 169 
Woodstock, CT 06281. 
 
If circumstances arise that your child for any reason cannot attend the trip to Washington, 
D.C., monies you have contributed to this account, on behalf of your child, will be returned 
in the following ways: 

1.) Prior to October 18, 2019, any money paid over the $100 deposit, will be refunded. 
2.) After October 18, 2019, if paid in full, you will receive a $72.00 refund. 
3.) Money will not be refunded if your child is dismissed during the trip for violation of 

the WMS Student Code of Conduct (see Student Handbook). 


