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Pending BOE Approval 

 

Watertown Board of Education 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting Date:   June 11, 2018 

Meeting Time:   7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Place:   Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

Members Present:  Ms. Leslie Crotty, Chairman 

    Mr. Tom Lambert, Vice Chairman 

    Ms. Janelle Wilk, Secretary 

    Mr. Robert Makowski  

    Ms. Cathie Rinaldi 

    Mr. Victor Vicenzi 

Ms. Cheryl Albino  

Ms. Josephine Cavallo-Rosa 

Ms. Cindy Eastman     

 

Members Absent:  None         

       

Others Present:   Dr. Rydell Harrington –Superintendent of Schools 

    Dr. Janet Parlato – Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

    Ms. Paola Dante –Student Council Representative 

             

              

A. Convene Regular Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 

 

B. Salute to the Flag   

 

C. Roll Call – Ms. Davidson    

 

D. Minutes 

Ms. Crotty – I would like to return to the motion that we made at the May 14th, 2018 regular 

Board of Ed meeting and add it to tonight’s agenda. Is there a motion? 

 

Agenda Item:   D.1 

 Subject:   Addition of a Motion 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Mr. Lambert 
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 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Vicenzi 

 

Text of the Motion: So moved. 

  

Discussion: None  

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion passed 

 

Agenda Item:   D.2 

 Subject:   Minutes of the May 14th, 2018 Regular Board of   

     Education Meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Wilk 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Rinaldi 

 

Text of the Motion: Madame Chair, I move that the board approve of the 

May 14th, 2018 meeting minutes as presented. 

  

Discussion: None  

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   Mr. Lambert 

 Vote:    Motion passed 

 

Agenda Item:   D.3 

 Subject:   Minutes of the May 29, 2018 Regular Board of   

     Education Meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Wilk 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Lambert 

 

Text of the Motion: I move that the board approve of the May 29th, 2018 

meeting minutes as presented. 

  

Discussion: None  

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   Mr. Makowski 

     Ms. Rinaldi. 

 Vote:    Motion passes. 
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E. Retirees Recognition 

 

The Watertown Board of Education would like to thank the following retirees for bringing their 

experience, knowledge, and compassion to the Watertown School District. While you will be 

missed, your presence will be with the students and people you have influenced in the district. 

Thank you for all that you have done for the Watertown School District. 

Prior to this meeting, we had a moment to honor our retirees during a celebration in the media 

center. Combined, our 11 retirees have over 300 years of service. We are very grateful to their 

dedication. 
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Ms. Crotty – In addition to the comments that Dr. Harrison made, in regards to the 300+ years 

that our retirees have given to not only our students, our colleagues, and to the community in 

Watertown and Oakville, on behalf of the Board of Ed, I want to thank you for your dedication 

and service to the goals and missions of the Watertown Public Schools. We will miss you very 

much. 

 

F. Student Council Representative – Paola Dante 

 

Ms. Dante – John Trumbull was recently featured in the Republican American after inviting 

senior citizens into kindergarten classrooms to read to students. This school year, the staff 

showed their support to the community by donating over $6,500.00 with dress down days.  

On June 13th, Judson’s Student Council members will be giving tours to incoming 3rd graders 

visiting the school. Parents are invited to attend an orientation in the evening at 6:00 p.m. 

Student Council, along with members of the Garden Club, planed flowers at the Senior Center to 

help beautify the entrance. On June 1st, a 5th grade celebration was held at Quassy and on June 

8th, parents were invited to learn about summer reading activities by reading teacher, Mrs. 

Stepka. 

Name Position School 
Years in 

District 

Lorraine Barker Payroll Officer Watertown Public Schools 8 

Tanya Beach School Secretary Swift Middle School 41 

Patricia Chipko 3
rd

 Grade Teacher Judson Elementary School 24 

Jeannette DiBella Paraprofessional Judson Elementary School 32 

Craig Lamphier Custodian Polk Elementary School 24 

Susan Mucciacciaro School Nurse Watertown Public Schools 23 

Lucy Reardon School Secretary Swift Middle School 25 

Helen Reinke Secretary Central Office 38 

Christine Shortsleeve  Physical Education Teacher  Swift Middle School 28 

Shirley Walford Special Education Teacher Polk Elementary School 37 

Yvonne Walsh Paraprofessional Watertown High School 20 
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Over at Polk, students were treated to field trips. Grade 5, whose 5th grade celebration was held 

at Camp Mataucha, explored the Beardsley Zoo, while grade 4 travelled to the Institute of 

American Indian Studies. Polk is currently undergoing the class placement process. Class 

placements, which was a team decision within the school, was considered with numerous 

educational factors in mind, some of which include: learning style, motivation, peer 

relationships, and work habits. It is a comprehensive process that prioritizes on balancing 

gender ratio, size, and academic levels and needs of the class. Parents are also a part of the 

process as they were offered the opportunity to share information about their child that they 

deemed would be helpful in the placement decision. Students will also have the opportunity to 

meet their new teacher and classmates during a step up activity that has been planned for the 

last day of school. 

Alex Gorski, a recent Taft graduate and former Swift student, volunteered his time to assist a 

new student, 6th grader Peter Yu, who arrived from China. Alex was able to talk to Peter in his 

native Mandarin and help communicate his thoughts and needs to his teachers. Swift would like 

to thank Alex and Mrs. Krafick for arranging the meeting. Swift also held its orientation where 

the parents and guardians of incoming grade 6 students learned more about Swift 

programming, academics and extracurricular activities. Earlier in the day, grade 5 students came 

to Swift for a student presentation, tour of the school, and learned more about the cafeteria and 

how it works. All are invited back to another meeting in mid-August to tour the school once 

more and learn about the first day of school. 

At the high school, we commended our 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students for their academic 

awards and the various college recognitions on Wednesday, May 30th.Seniors were also 

recognized with academic awards and scholarships on Thursday, June 7th. Schedules for the 218-

2019 school year will be available in June. Counselors will be available by appointment to review 

schedules on the week of June 18th. They will also be posting the days that they are available 

during the summer on the WHS website. Lastly, the class of 2018 had an amazing senior picnic 

on Friday, June 1st at Holiday Hill. It was a great bonding opportunity for the class and not to 

mention, there was a lot of food throughout the day. 

 

G. Board of Education Student Council Representative  - Recognition and Award 

 

Ms. Crotty – For those of you who don’t know, we have a student member of the Board of 

Education every year. That member is chosen and selected through a process that the principal 

oversees. Paola was nominated and accepted as the student representative on the Board of 

Education for this past year and has been an exceptional representation of the Watertown 

Public School’s student body. Tonight, the Watertown Board of Education wishes to recognize 

and thank Paola Dante for her service as our 2017-2018 student council representative for the 

Watertown Board of Education.  We are thankful for her outstanding service throughout the 

school year.  Paula brought a vibrant, fresh approach to reporting on the activities of our five 

schools, as her reports were often the highlight of our meetings. While serving, Paola has been 

class president all four years of high school, involved in the FBLA, Link Crew, National Honor 

Society, World Language Honor Society, and Student Council.  Paola stated that her favorite 
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thing about being a student representative has been watching a group who is so dedicated to a 

common cause.  She believes that Watertown High School students are given every opportunity 

to succeed and is thankful to have seen how the Board of Education ensures this occurs.  Next 

year Paola will be majoring in English and minoring in Philosophy at Central Connecticut State 

University.  On behalf of the Board of Education, we wish her much success and congratulate 

her on a job well done. You will be missed. 

 

Dr. Harrison – I just want to take a moment and also say thank you to Paola for your service. As I 

was preparing to come to Watertown for an interview, as you can imagine, I watched a lot of 

board meetings to think about what kind of questions these folks will be asking me. One of the 

things that really stuck out to me as a huge positive in this district was the fact that we had a 

student council representative on the board. That is not typical in ever y district and it is 

something that I was really excited about. The energy and leadership that Paola brought to the 

position was impressive and to be honest, I thought that if this district produces students like 

Paola, then this is a district where I want to work. So if you like the direction that we are going in 

you can thank Paola, and if you don’t, you can blame Paola as well. Thank you. 

 

Ms. Dante – I actually have something to say, because you guys made me blush, now it is my 

turn to make you guys blush. It was an honor and quite an adventure to start, and finish my 

senior year of high school with the Board of Education. Not many people can say that they hung 

out with their town’s Board of Education every other Monday night during the school year – but 

I can. It was a great opportunity for me to stay involved with the town and school system, which 

is something I will always be grateful for. Thank you for showing me what dedication, 

professionalism, compassion, and hard work looks like. Thank you for also showing me how to 

dress exponentially better, without you guys, I wouldn’t have as many blouses, blazers and dress 

pants as I do. Each one of you has welcomed me into the group with such kindness and 

generosity that I will leave knowing we are family. Thank you again for being the leaders our 

town needs and deserves, and I will strive to become as influential as you all are to me. 

 

H. Award Recognitions 

 

Ms. Crotty – You may have noticed that we have some awesome displays on the table over here 

that have traveled very far in this country all to Detroit, Michigan. As you know, we have the CT 

Invention Convention, where both Judson and Swift participate within our district, and the 

nation’s top student inventors competed in the third annual National Invention Convention 

Entrepreneurial Expo presented by the United Technology Corporation at the Henry Ford 

Museum of American Innovation. Five of the 2018 National Finalists first competed the 

Watertown Public School’s Invention Convention at Swift Middle School and Judson Elementary 

School and went on to advance to both the regional and state levels of competition. Having then 

received the prestigious invitation to present their inventions at the National Invention 

Convention in Dearborn, these Watertown Students were among the 0.4% to be invited out of 

108,000 inventors who participated in the program this year. They presented their inventions to 
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the esteemed judges on the floor of the Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation alongside 

of some of the most iconic inventions in American History. We are incredibly proud of these 

inspiring Watertown students who worked to define modern day problems and create 

meaningful solutions. “The conference highlights the power of invention education”, noted 

David Corranado, program officer and conference sponsor. These young inventors demonstrate 

skills and mindsets that are critical to our collective, social, and economic future here in the US 

and around the world. We are so proud of all five of you and wish to congratulate you as 

finalists. 

1. Connecticut Invention Convention-Swift Middle School & Judson Elementary School 
 

The Watertown Board of Education would like to congratulate the following three (3) Swift 
Middle School students and two (2) Judson Elementary School students who attended the 
National Invention Convention and Entrepreneurship Expo in Dearborn Michigan.  These 
students were selected from over 10,000 participants at the Connecticut Invention Convention.   
 
Seventh grade student, Erin Pienczykowski won 3rd place overall for her grade level for her Oven 
Mat invention.  She also won a second award for the Best Overall Pitch, which required her to 
submit a pitch video and present to a panel of judges.  
  
Eighth grade student, Avery O’Connell presented her Bottomless Bowl 2000.  Avery is a second 
time national finalist.  
 
Seventh grade student, Claire Roberts presented her Street Safe invention.  Claire was also a 
recipient of the CT Academy of Science and Engineering Award for her invention. We are 
incredibly proud of Swift student’s accomplishments. 
 
Olivia Brevetti is a 3rd grade student at Judson Elementary School.  Olivia invented the 
Waterproof FCD, which featured a device that would dispense clean, dry face towels one at a 
time.  The invention can be used in a shower or other area that generally makes it difficult to 
keep towels dry.  Olivia is a first time inventor.  We are so excited that she made it all the way to 
the National level and look forward to seeing what she comes up with next year! 
 
Riley McDonnell is a 3rd grade student at Judson Elementary School.  Also a first time inventor, 
Riley created the Candle Doctor.   Riley’s Candle Doctor will repair tunneling of candles, while 
making the candle itself more decorative.  Riley was recognized as the top inventor in her group 
at the State level.  We are thrilled that Riley was invited to participate at the national level and 
look forward to her innovative idea at next year’s invention convention! We are incredibly 
proud of Judson student’s accomplishments. 
 

2. CAS-Middle School-Scholar Leader Award 

The Watertown Board of Education would like to recognize the following two students from 
Swift Middle School, who received the Connecticut Association of Schools Middle School Scholar 
Leader Award. This program is designed to give public recognition to one boy and one girl from 
each middle level school in Connecticut who has distinguished herself/himself in scholarship and 
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leadership in school and community. Consideration is given to academic success, leadership, 
active participation in school and community organizations, citizenship, a positive influence on 
school climate, dependability, responsibility, character, and integrity. 

 
Kristina Kyle 
Kristina is an eighth grader at Swift Middle School.  She was recently selected to become a 
member of the Swift chapter of the National Junior Honor Society based on her outstanding 
academic record. She is a member of Peer Leaders, Watertown-Oakville Adolescent Heroes, 
Spanish Club and Leo Club. Kristina is also a member of our soccer and basketball teams here at 
Swift, and she participates in our band program and clarinet and recorder clubs as well. Kristina 
is involved in many activities outside of school. These activities include playing travel soccer and 
basketball, tennis and golf.  Kristina has supported the local community by participating in the 
children’s liturgy at her church and Kristina is also CPR and babysitter certified as well as being in 
training to be a soccer referee.  Kristina is a former Girl Scout and has been an active member of 
dance for the last eight years. 

 

Klaus Nuzi 
Klaus is an eighth grader at Swift Middle School.  He was recently selected to become a member 
of the Swift chapter of the National Junior Honor Society based on his outstanding academic 
record. Klaus also is an active member of our Debate Club and has participated in Watertown-
Oakville Adolescent Heroes and Model UN. He also volunteers at the Watertown Food Bank. 
Outside of school, Klaus enjoys participating in all sports.   
 

Watertown High School Awards 

3. Governor’s Scholar Program 

The Watertown Board of Education would like to congratulate Kiara Ballij for achieving the 
Watertown High School 2018 Governor’s Scholar. The purpose of the highly esteemed 
Governor’s Scholars Program is to recognize academically talented high school juniors in schools 
throughout the state and present them for special recognition to the Governor of Connecticut.  
Kiara is involved in our Interact and Leo Clubs, as well as the National Honor Society and World 
Language Honor Society.  As a rising senior, she is considering political science as a future major.  
Kiara states that her favorite thing about WHS is the teachers who are always supportive and 
encourage all students to do well.  
 

4. State Champion Cheerleading Team 

Congratulations to the following 2017-2018 Class L State Champion Watertown High School 
cheerleading team.  Coached by Miranda Weidemier and Chelsie Guerrera, the team had a great 
season that was capped off by their performance at the state championship.   

 
Angela Benvenuto    Lauren Pavao  
Cassidy Biolo     Hailey Bouet  
Jessica Crane     Elizabeth Mantz  
Julia Orten     Chelsea Barcial 
Sophia Lee    Trista Mader 
Simone Romano   Maria Tsakonas 
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Thank you to all who supported the team throughout their season and we are proud of their 
accomplishments!  
 

5. Connecticut High School Fine Arts Award 
 
The Watertown Board of Education would like to recognize the following students from 
Watertown High School, who received the Connecticut High School Fine Art Awards at an annual 
banquet on April 3, 2018 at the Aqua Turf in Southington. Candidates must excel in the 
performing or visual arts and possess the qualities of scholarship and leadership in their 
respective field. 
 
Heather Ruszkowski – Heather is an outstanding artist who has been involved in all levels of 
course offerings over her four years at WHS.  Heather is looking to major in Illustration and 
minoring in Creative Writing at Sheridan University in Ontario Canada. Heather is the Vice 
President of SAGA and her favorite thing about Watertown High School is the community of 
students and teachers that supports each other.  Heather’s advice to students is that they 
should do what they are passionate about even when obstacles get in their way.  
Congratulations to Heather on all of her accomplishments. We look forward to seeing 
everything she accomplishes in the future.  
 
Julia Squillace – Julia is an amazing musically talented student.  She has amazed us in many 
theatrical performances, including her most recent presentation as Cinderella.  She has shown 
her talent as a singer and pianist in various settings throughout her time at Watertown High 
School, including singing the National Anthem at Convocation.  Julia has also been involved in 
nearly every area of our school.  She has been active in our Chamber Choir, National Honor 
Society, World Language Honor Society, Model UN, and the Tri-M.  She also gives back to the 
community through offering piano lessons.  Next year, Julia will pursue a Major in 
Environmental Sciences at the University of New Hampshire where she hopes to research 
habitat reservation and protection, as well as wildlife monitoring.    

 
6. CAS-CIAC Scholar-Athlete Award 

 
The following two students from Watertown High School received the CAS-CIAC Scholar Athlete 
Awards at an annual banquet on May 6, 2018 held at the Aqua Turf in Southington. The Scholar-
Athlete Program annually recognizes two high school seniors from member high schools that 
have excelled in their academic and athletic careers.  Throughout their time representing 
Watertown High School, they have been exemplary role models who possess high levels of 
integrity, self-discipline, and courage. 
 
Noah DiFelice – Noah has been a four-year varsity swimmer.  He represented our school well as 
Captain of the swim team this past season as it allowed him to help those around him grow and 
work together.  He has also been an active member of the FBLA and has been honored as a 
member of our National Honor Society and World Language National Honor Society.  In the 
community, he has given back over two hundred hours of service through his participation in 
Boy Scouts.  He has done all of this while still maintaining top academic marks.  Next year Noah 
plans to attend Norwich University in Northfield, VT where he will major in Criminal Justice.  He 
is looking to use this to propel him into a future in law enforcement.   
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Bethany Ottowitz – Bethany has been a three-sport athlete throughout all four years at WHS.  
She has been a captain for the WHS Cross Country, Indoor Track, and Outdoor track teams.  She 
has also played soccer for premier leagues outside of school during parts of her high school 
career.  She has been an NVL champion and during the 2017 Cross Country season, she won the 
individual Class M State Championship. While breaking school records and becoming one of the 
best distance runners in WHS history, she encourages those around her, not be afraid to try new 
things in order to find out what they enjoy.   
 

7. Class of 2018 Salutatorian & Valedictorian  
 
The Watertown Board of Education wishes to recognize and congratulate the Watertown High 
School Class of 2018 Salutatorian and Valedictorian. 
 
Congratulations to our Class of 2018 Salutatorian Bethany Ottowitz.  She has been involved in a 
variety of school clubs and organizations including the Model UN, National Honor Society, and 
World Language Honor Society.  She gives back to the community through various church 
activities including volunteering at the soup kitchen.  We know that she will continue to excel as 
she attends the University of Connecticut next year to major in Secondary Education with a 
focus in History.  Bethany credits her mother and key teachers in her life such as Ms. Kuegler for 
giving her this passion towards teaching.   

 
Congratulations to our Class of 2018 Valedictorian Diana Ghisa.  Throughout her time at WHS, 
Diana has been a model student who has excelled in every way.  She is well-rounded as a 
member of our Link Crew, National Honor Society, Model UN, and President of the World 
Language Honor Society.  She has also been a great student athlete on our Cross Country, Indoor 
Track, and Outdoor Track teams.  While maintaining all of this at school, she is also a Karate 
Black Belt.  She uses this experience to teach Karate to students and focused her Senior 
Capstone on this personal passion.  Diana’s advice to younger students is that they work hard 
and challenge themselves, because they will never again have this much freedom to push their 
boundaries and figure out who they want to be.  Diana will continue to succeed as she attends 
Northeastern University next year while majoring in Biology.  With this degree, she hopes to 
pursue a career in the medical field.   
 

I. Superintendent’s Recommendations and Report 
 

1. Appointments – (Information Only)  
 

Ms. Jan Wivestad to the position of Golf Coach at Watertown High School, effective for the 
2017-2018 school year at the contractual amount of $2,338.00 per the WEA agreement. 

 
Mr. Mark Zaborowski to the position of Girls Tennis Assistant Coach at Watertown High 
School, effective for the 2017-2018 school year at the contractual amount of $2,485.00 per 
the WEA agreement. 

 
Mr. Eric Miller to the position of Boys Tennis Head Coach at Watertown High School, 
effective for the 2017-2018 school year at the contractual amount of $2,629.00 per the WEA 
agreement. 
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Mr. Timothy Malootian to the position of Girls Tennis Head Coach at Watertown High School, 
effective for the 2017-2018 school year at the contractual amount of $2,629.00 per the WEA 
agreement. 

 

Ms. Jessica Flamengo to the position of School Secretary at Swift Middle School, effective 
June 18, 2018.  She will be working 37.50 per week at a contractual rate of $18.17 per hour, 
Step 1 of the Secretaries Agreement.  
 

2. Transfers – (Information Only) 
 
None 

 
3. Resignations – (Information Only) 

 
Ms. Shirley Walford from the position of Special Education Teacher at Polk Elementary 
School, effective June 30, 2018 for the purpose of retirement. 

 
Ms. Jessica Keating from the position of Guidance Counselor at Watertown High School, 
effective June 30, 2018 for personal reasons. 
 

4. Superintendent’s Report 
 
Dr. Harrison – Members of the board, you see that we have several appointments there for 
your information. These reflect some of our recent hires and the work of our coaches. 
Throughout tonight’s meeting we are focusing on excellence. Excellence is one of those may 
over used words in education that has lost its potency over time. In many cases, everybody is 
excellent or no one is excellent. A big part of that problem is that we as educators have not 
historically defined exactly what excellence is. So explicitly defining excellence is at the heart 
of our instructional focus throughout the year. Our leaders have been working closely with 
school staff to develop specific targets for each lesson and then defining the criteria’s 
students should use to determine if they are or are not successful. While this sounds like a 
simple instructional exercise, it has had a wide spread impact in the ways that our teachers 
approach the development of lessons, the level of ownership that students take and last 
week I got to see this in action. Dr. Parlato and I visited fourth graders at Judson who were 
editing their writing with the help of family volunteers. Using rubrics that clearly articulated 
the success criteria students self-assess and work collaborately to make improvements to 
their writing. Through my discussion with a group of students last week at Swift, Luca, one of 
our 8th grade students, talked about how he enjoyed SCOPE, where they are developing 
constructive responses and measuring their individual progress towards mastery. Research 
tells us that students are more successful and invested in their learning and they are able to 
articulate. That comes from their ability to articulate a specific knowledge and skills needed 
to master their learning targets. Knowing the criteria for excellence is not only important in 
academics, but it translates across all areas. As we see through our cheerleading champions 
that were able to be at the state level with athletic excellence because they knew what the 
judges were looking for. The five inventors that were here tonight were able to stand out 
among ten thousand of their peers and achieve creative excellence because they used the 
guidelines and expectations to spark their imagination. Our salutatorian and valedictorian 
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achieved academic excellence and will be addressing the class of 2018 at graduation because 
they fully embrace habits and routines needed to challenge themselves and stretch their 
thinking. They understood those expectations. These examples are a reminder that when we 
set high expectations for students and provide them with the resources they need to be 
successful, they will consistently rise to the occasion. Board members, as you know, I spent 
the first days of my 90 day entry plan on a listening plan throughout the district by asking 
simple questions about our district’s strengths and potential growth areas, I learned who we 
are as a community and I have learned about how we define excellence. In many cases, 
excellence is defined as exceptionally good at or proficient in an activity or a subject. For our 
community, though, excellence is not about individuality. Excellence is defined by the 
individual’s ability to leverage the areas in which they excel in order to make a positive 
impact on our community. This is what makes our community special. We saw that in one of 
our honorees tonight. Klaus is one of our 8th grade students who regularly volunteers at the 
Watertown food bank. He is an inspiration to me and I hope to serve with him sometime 
soon. Our students are being raised in a town where service to others is valued and 
prioritized. Our senior class fully understands that this mission affects excellence and that is 
the reason that they are the recipients of over $270,000 in local scholarships. That is really 
important that it is local scholarship money. Our staff understands the mission of excellence 
and I believe it is the reason why our 11 retirees that we honored tonight have contributed 
over 300 years of service to our community. Finally, I know that our board understands this, 
which is why I was tasked developing a long term strategic plan to guide the work of our 
district over the next three to five years. A plan that focuses on academic improvement and 
authentic connections to our community. Throughout this next phase of my entry plan, the 
next 45 days, I will be working closely with a team of stakeholders to further identify our 
district’s success criteria, define excellence in light of who we are as a community, and refine 
the ways that our schools serve all the needs of our town. Thank you. 

 
J. Committee Reports:  

 
Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Ms. Cathie Rinaldi, Chair – No 
Policy and Labor Committee, Mr. Victor Vicenzi, Chair – No 
Budget and Finance Committee, Mr. Thomas Lambert, Chair – No 
Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Thomas Lambert, Chair – No 
Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Robert Makowski, Chair – No 
 

K. Communications - Secretary 
 
None 
 

L. Report from the Board Chair 
 
Ms. Crotty – No report. 
 

M. Action Items – Adoption of Items to be Approved by Consent 
 

Agenda Item:   M.1 
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Subject: Consideration to Approve and the Non-Affiliated 

Contracts for the 2018-2019 School Year for the 

following Staff: 

Christopher Brown, Director of Student Services; Remo 
Ceniccola, Facilities Manager; David Foulds, Director of 
Food Services; Dr. Janet Parlato, Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools; Jeff Turner, Director of 
Technology and Elese Taylor, Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent. 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Mr. Vicenzi 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Albino 

 

Text of the Motion: Madam Chair, I move that the Board approve of the six 

non-affiliated contracts, effective July 1, 2018 through 

June 30, 2019, as presented. 

  

Discussion: Ms. Crotty – Those contracts each represent a 1% 

increase in their general wage. I would also like to make 

a note on those contracts, and also remind the board, 

that all but one of those employees that we just voted 

on took a zero percent increase last year in order to 

assist the district in the budget issues that we were 

facing. 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes  

 

Agenda Item:   M.2a 

Subject: Consideration of the Approval of Acceptance of Gifts 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Rosa 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Eastman 

 

Text of the Motion: Madam Chair, I move that the Board accept the gift of a 

Yamaha Trombone valued at $700.00, donated to the 

Watertown High School by Horn for Kids, and that a 

letter of appreciation be sent to the donor. 

  

Discussion: None  
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 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

Agenda Item:   M.2b 

Subject: Consideration of the Approval of Acceptance of Gifts 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Albino 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Wilk 

 

Text of the Motion: Madam Chair, I move that the Board accept the gift of a 

Alto Saxophone and Tenor Saxophone valued at 

$1400.00, donated to the Watertown High School by 

Brendan Loyot and that a letter of appreciation be sent 

to the generous donor.  

Discussion: None  
 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

N. Future Agenda Items and Board Members’ Comments 

 

Mr. Makowski – I would just like to thank everyone in the room tonight for, not only the awards 

that you won, but the role models that you all are in academics, in athletics, and out in the 

community, you set the tone for everyone else in the community coming up into the high 

school, and I am also saying this as a father whose daughter is going to be starting as a freshman 

in the fall, so please continue to do what you are doing. You are leaders in every aspect of life 

because you will do yourself, your families and the town proud, so thank you for all you do. 

Mr. Lambert - I would like to say something about Paola Dante. Every year we have a different 

person doing this position. I am amazed at the public speaking with this young woman, Paola 

Dante. I am amazed at the quality of the content, the ease of which she speaks, eye contact, and 

I would like to thank you for being there for us, making us smile and thinking about what 

actually went on in the schools. Thank you very much. 

 

O. Public Participation (Please state name, address and topic of discussion) 

 
None 

 

P. Executive Session (8:03p.m.) 
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Agenda Item:   P.1 

 Subject:   To go into Executive Session 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Mr. Lambert 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Makowski 

 

Text of the Motion: Madame Chair, I move that the Board go into Executive 

Session for the purpose of a discussion regarding an 

Attorney Client communication regarding steps for 

addressing anonymous complaints. Attending the 

Executive Session will be Dr. Rydell Harrison, Leslie 

Crotty, Janelle Wilk, Cathie Rinaldi, Rob Makowski, Vic 

Vicenzi, Josephine Rosa, Cheryl Albino, Cindy Eastman, 

and myself, Tom Lambert. 

 

 Discussion:   None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

Q. Regular Session (9:02 p.m.) 

 

No action taken 

 

R. Adjournment 

 

Agenda Item:   R.1 

 Subject:   To adjourn the meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Rinaldi 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Vicenzi 

 

 Text of the Motion:  Madame Chair, I move that we adjourn 

 

 Discussion:   None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 
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The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Mindi Davidson 

Recording Secretary 

 

Janelle Wilk 

Secretary of the Board 


