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Pending BOE Approval 

 

Watertown Board of Education 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting Date:   April 08, 2019 

Meeting Time:   7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Place:   Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

Members Present:  Mr. Tom Lambert, Vice Chairman 

    Ms. Janelle Wilk, Secretary     

    Mr. Robert Makowski  

    Ms. Cathie Rinaldi   

    Ms. Diane Bristol 

    Ms. Cheryl Albino 

    Ms. Josephine Cavallo-Rosa    

     

Members Absent:  Ms. Leslie Crotty, Chairman 

    Ms. Cindy Eastman       

         

Others Present:   Dr. Rydell Harrison –Superintendent of Schools 

    Mr. Tom DiStasio – Business Manager 

             

             

A. Convene Regular Meeting – 7:32 p.m. 

 

B. Salute to the Flag  

 

C. Roll Call – Ms. Davidson  

 

D. Minutes 

Mr. Lambert – I need a motion to accept the minutes of the Board of Education Regular Meeting 

minutes from March 25, 2019. Do I have a motion? 

Agenda Item:   D.1 

 Subject:   Minutes of the March 25th, 2019 Regular Board of  

     Education Meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Wilk 
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 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Rinaldi 

 

Text of the Motion: So moved. 

 

Discussion: None  

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion passed 

 

E. Award Recognitions 

Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS)  
Congratulations to the following students for receiving the Superintendent’s Award 
sponsored by the Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS). This 
award is given annually to four deserving students in Watertown for leadership, academic 
progress, and accomplishments. The students attended the Litchfield County 
Superintendents’ Association student award dinner on March 14, 2019. The following 
students received this prestigious award at Chatterley’s Banquet Hall in Torrington.  

 
Swift Middle School - Claire Roberts - 8th Grade 
Claire is an outstanding eighth grade student at Swift Middle School, she is a member of the 
National Junior Honor Society, President of Student Council and actively involved in Latin 
Club, Spanish Club and founded our Sign Language Club.  Claire sings in Select Choir, plays 
the trumpet, and performs in many local theater productions. Claire also volunteers with 
the Connecticut Food Truck, is on the John Trumbull School Makerspace Committee, and 
has received regional, state, and national awards with Invention Convention.  
 
Swift Middle School - Luca Merolle – 8th Grade 
Luca is an outstanding eighth grade student at Swift Middle School, who is a member of the 
National Junior Honor Society, researches technology in the four core subjects, plays the 
ukulele, and participates in game club. Outside of school, Luca also participates in local 
activities including Watertown’s Soccer Team, volunteering his time at church functions, and 
attending CCD classes. Luca is highly respected by faculty and staff for the character that he 
always displays and by the positive examples he sets for others. 
 
Watertown High School – Aleksandra Baran - 12th Grade  
Aleksandra is an exceptionally motivated student. As a freshman, she was enrolled in our 
Honors Cohort program. Aleksandra has continued to excel academically, consistently taking 
the highest-level classes offered at Watertown High School. She has made an impact in 
other areas of student life, and is heavily involved in a number of extracurricular activities 
while still finding the time to volunteer at her church and a local hospital.  We have great 
respect for Aleksandra, and her hard work is held with high regards. 
 
Watertown High School – William Daddario - 12th Grade 
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Over his four years at Watertown High School, William has maintained great levels of 
academic achievement through a rigorous course load, including being a part of the Honors 
Cohort.  William has been involved on the Robotics Team and is a three-season athlete in 
cross-country, indoor, and outdoor track.  He is also a member of the Jazz band and band 
council, among many other clubs and activities.  William’s thoughtful and caring personality 
shines through and, he has truly made an impact during his time at Watertown High School. 
William is very well respected by faculty and staff. 

 
F. Report from Student Council Representative – Alyssa Perugini 

As read by Dr. Harrison – At John Trumbull Primary School, our 2nd grade students began 

working with same book partners. In these partnerships, students read fiction stories and focus 

on numerous story elements. In writings, students have been working on various types of 

poetry, including conversation and acrostic poems. Students have shown their abilities to use 

rhyme, comparison, and various structures within this poetry unit. The amazing JTPS PTO held 

its annual auction which brought in close to $11,000. We welcomed our new crossing guard, 

Paul Johnson, who immediately fell in love with John Trumbull after his tour of the beautiful 

school. We will be celebrating Bernie, the crossing guard who has been there for many years, 

with a parade once he is feeling better. On April 11 we will be having our first grade concert.  

At Judson, the PTO recently sponsored a presentation about Jacqueline Davies, the author of 

The Lemonade War. Students enjoyed learning about the books that she has written; 35 

students also enjoyed having lunch with her. Judson students and staff recently raised $400 for 

The American Heart Association and $200 for The American Red Cross. Fifth grade classes have 

been conducting debates as part of their work with persuasive writing. Smarter Balanced testing 

is scheduled to begin on May 6th. A STEM night for Judson and Polk students and their families 

has been planned for April 25th at 5:30 at Judson school. 

At Polk, they celebrated World Autism Day where Polk staff purchased sweatshirts and tee 

shirts from a Watertown High School student raising money for Autism for his capstone project 

and they wore their tee shirts on Tuesday, April 2nd along with staff and students across our 

entire district. A Watertown High School student is also holding a toy drive at Polk and other 

Watertown Schools as part of her capstone project from April 1st through April 12th. New and 

unwrapped items are being collected and will be donated to CCMC and Yale’s Children’s 

Hospital. Polk’s PTO is sponsoring a parent’s night out at Lasting Brass. This took place on Friday, 

April 5th. Polk will be holding its annual dress down week for the March of Dimes next week and 

Polk’s 5th grade students will be taking the science portion of the SBAC next Wednesday & 

Thursday. 

From Ms. Lerz at Swift, on Monday, March 25th, Swift Middle School held its annual Invention 

Convention. Student engineers followed the design process to identify and design solutions to 

everyday problems. The students displayed their clever inventions at a reception for parents and 

staff. Three students were then selected by a group of judges to represent Swift at the CT State 

Invention Convention in early May. Our state finalists are Gianna Calabrese, Erin P., and Claire 

Roberts. On April 4th, our very first unified sports athletes from Swift and Watertown High 

School participated in a special event. The student athletes, along with many of their typically 
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developing peers, took part in a series of basketball games in the Swift gymnasium. There was a 

sizable crowd there of parents & families, along with many of our staff members; these athletes 

had a great time showing off their skills and interacting with each other. In the future, the teams 

will expand their schedules and play with other local unified sports teams. Many thanks to all of 

the adults that made this special day happen. 

At the High School, senior capstone presentations will be presented in SSP, our school’s weekly 

advisory program on April 5th, April 26th, May 3rd, & May 10th. The 2019 AP exams will occur here 

at the high school from May 6th to May 17th. On Monday, April 8th, Watertown High School 

hosted the 2nd Annual Towies Talk, an alumni story panel at Watertown High School. Alumni are 

invited to return to the High School to share their stories, answer questions, & inspire current 

Watertown High students. In addition, on Tuesday, April 9th, we are inviting alumni to attend 

career day for our sophomores. The spring sports teams are off to a great start: baseball is off to 

a quick 3-0 start this year and softball is looking to rebound after a loss in their season opener. 

Boys tennis is 2-0, while the girls just dropped a close match to bring them to 1-1. Both boys and 

girls lacrosse teams are 1-1 and are looking forward to their upcoming games. The girls track 

team won their opening meet and are 2-0 while the boys split and are 1-1. Golf has been 

practicing as well and is looking forward to their upcoming matches. 

 

G. Superintendent’s Recommendations and Report 

 
1. Appointments – (Information Only)  

 
None 
 

2. Transfers– (Information Only) 
 

None 
 

3. Resignations – (Information Only) 
 
Ms. Jennifer Levasseur, from the position of paraprofessional at John Trumbull Primary 
School, effective May 10, 2019, for the purpose of moving out of state. 

 
Ms. Sarah Slavin Jackson, from the position of special education teacher at Judson 
Elementary School, effective June 14, 2019 for personal reasons. 
 

4. Superintendent’s Report 
 
Dr. Harrison– Thank you. Alyssa makes that report look very easy. We have two resignations 
in our information tonight. Are there any questions regarding those two? I wanted to share 
that earlier in the school year I had an opportunity to visit the CNA classes here at 
Watertown High School. I was invited to the class by two girls that were taking selfies in the 
hall way in their scrubs on. I asked why they had on scrubs and was told about the class and 
invited me to go. The students were learning to protect themselves from communicable 
diseases as if they were working with patients. And while they may never find themselves in 
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the middle of a biological outbreak, the students were learning skills that will certainly serve 
them well as they enter the field of medicine. Later this week I am having lunch with trainees 
from the Transition Academy and I am looking forward to hearing about their job updates. 
Through partnerships with local businesses, the trainees are building connections within and 
across our community while also using valuable skills that will serve them well as they enter 
the work force. So why am I sharing these two stories? The CNA program and the Transition 
Academy are two of the many programs that have been on the budget chopping block over 
the last several years. These programs, like so many other programs across our district, play a 
valuable role in our community and serve as a strong foundation that we have in place as we 
consider our vision of a graduate. Over the last five years, the Board of Ed has had to make 
budget related cuts to positions and to programs. According to the Connecticut Schools 
Finance Project, our per pupil expenditure in 20172018 was about 6.5% less than the state 
average. Out of the 166 school districts that were reported in Connecticut, Watertown 
ranked 123 in per pupil expenditure. And although I am very proud that our district has the 
ability to stretch our resources as far as they can go, I have also had experience in other 
districts in other states of what happens when education goes underfunded. My goal, of 
course in partnership with the Board of Education, is to ensure that or students have the 
resources they need to reach their full potential academically, physically, & socially. I am 
proud to be part of a community that believes in public education and shows their 
appreciation for our students and our staff. On behalf our great students and our fantastic 
staff, I want to thank the community for the ways that they have supported our community, 
our schools in the past, and the ways that they will continue to do that during this budget 
season. I would like to invite all of our community and our staff members out this Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. on the public hearing on the Board of Education budget and the Town’s budget. I 
am sure everyone wants to hear firsthand our families on how they are impacted positively, 
and the ways that we use our resources and what they want to see as we move forward. So I 
hope to see a nice crowd at Swift Middle School in the auditorium at 7:00 p.m. this 
Wednesday.  
 

H. Item of Discussion 
 

1. Non-Renewal of Non-Tenured Teachers 
 

Connecticut State Law requires that non-tenured teachers whose contracts are not being 
renewed shall be notified in writing prior to May 1, 2019, following the Board’s approval. 
These letters must be sent based on a possible reduction in force before knowing the results 
of the Town Budget Referendum in order to comply with the state deadline of May 1st.  The 
Board has the authority to rescind the non-renewal letters at a later date if there is no 
reduction in force. We will be voting on this item later on in the agenda. 

 
I. Public Participation 

 
None 

J. Committee Reports:  
 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Ms. Cathie Rinaldi, Chair – No 
Policy and Labor Committee, Ms. Janelle Wilk, Chair – Yes 
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Negotiations have begun with the paraprofessionals union on April 4th. 
 
Budget and Finance Committee, Ms. Diane Bristol, Chair – Yes 
 
Thank you to Dr. Harrison for sharing that we have the public hearing Wednesday in the Swift 
auditorium and we do look forward to a great community outcome. 
 
Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Thomas Lambert, Chair – No 
Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Robert Makowski, Chair – No 
 

K. Communications - Secretary 
 
None 
 

L. Report from the Board Chair 
 

Mr. Lambert – with the absence of the Board Chair, there is no report tonight. 
 

M. Action Items – Adoption of Items to be Approved by Consent 
 

Agenda Item:   M.1 

Subject: Consideration to Approve the Non-Renewal of Non-
Tenured Teachers 

  
 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Rinaldi 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Makowski 

     Text of the Motion: I move that the Board approve of the notification of the 
non-renewal of non-tenured teachers, as required by 
state law. 

  

Discussion: None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

Agenda Item:   M.2 

Subject: Consideration of the Approval of Gifts 
  

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Rosa 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Wilk 

     Text of the Motion: I move that the Board accept Ms. Susan McCabe’s 
generous donation of a violin, clarinet, and music 
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stands, valued at $480.00 to Watertown High School 
and that a letter of appreciation be sent to the donor.  

 
Discussion: None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

 

N. Public Participation (Please state name, address and topic of discussion) 

 

None 

 

O. Adjournment 

 

Agenda Item:   O.1 

 Subject:   To adjourn the meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Albino 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Bristol 

 

 Text of the Motion:  Madame Chair, I move that we adjourn 

 

 Discussion:   None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Mindi Davidson 

Recording Secretary 

 

Janelle Wilk 

Secretary of the Board 


