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Pending BOE Approval 

 

Watertown Board of Education 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting Date:   March 11, 2019 

Meeting Time:   7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Place:   Lecture Hall, Watertown High School 

 

Members Present:  Ms. Leslie Crotty, Chairman 

    Mr. Tom Lambert, Vice Chairman 

    Ms. Janelle Wilk, Secretary     

    Mr. Robert Makowski  

    Ms. Cathie Rinaldi   

    Ms. Diane Bristol 

    Ms. Cheryl Albino 

    Ms. Josephine Cavallo-Rosa    

    Ms. Cindy Eastman   

 

Members Absent:  None         

        

Others Present:   Dr. Janet Parlato – Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

    Mr. Tom DiStasio – Business Manager 

             

           

A. Convene Regular Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 

 

B. Salute to the Flag  

 

C. National Anthem – The Chamber Choir 

 

D. Roll Call – Ms. Davidson  

 

Ms. Crotty – Just a note that Ms. Perugini is busy studying for tests for AP Bio and AP Psychology 

and we wish her good luck in those. Dr. Harrison, the Superintendent of Schools, unfortunately 

had a death in the family. He is traveling out of state for services at this time. We wish him and 

his family well and our thoughts and prayers are with them. 

 

E. Minutes 

Agenda Item:   E.1 
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 Subject:   Minutes of the February 25th, 2019 Regular Board of  

     Education Meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Wilk 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Makowski 

 

Text of the Motion: Madame Chair, I move that the Board approve of the 

minutes from the February 25th, 2019 Board of 

Education Meeting as presented by Ms. Davidson.   

 

Discussion: None  

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion passed 

 

F. Recognition of Music Students – “Music in Our Schools” Month 

 

Ms. Crotty – March has officially been designated by the National Association for Music 

Education for the observance of “Music in our Schools” month. It is the time of year when music 

education becomes the focus of schools across the nation. Led by the National Association for 

Music Education, music educators and students throughout the United States and beyond are 

demonstrating this March; the powerful role a quality music program plays in the lives of 

students. The makes the awareness of the importance of music education for all children and to 

remind our community in Watertown that school is where children should have access to music 

at the earliest age possible. It is a great opportunity for music teachers to bring their music 

programs to the attention of the school district and the community during Music in our Schools 

month and to display the benefits that school music brings to students of all ages. We are not 

short on musical talent in our schools, as our Chamber Choir just demonstrated this evening. 

Tonight, the Watertown Board of Education would like to recognize and congratulate the 

following students who were accepted into music festivals for the 2018-2019 school year. They 

were selected through an audition process and represent some of the most motivated and 

talented students in the area: 

Northern Regional Middle School Music Festival: 

Brighid Beverly, Alto   Rosemarie Mitchell, Soprano 
Charlotte Manalo, Percussion  Claire Roberts, Soprano 
 
Northern Regional High School Music Festival: 
 
Carissa Deschaine, Bb Clarinet  Ruth Fomo, Alto 
Jesse Kaye, Bb Clarinet   Cailin McGuire, Tenor Sax 
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John Ryan, Trombone   Noah Ryan, Bass Clarinet 
Hayley Zemaitis, Soprano 

  
Northern Regional High School Music Festival and All State Music Festival: 
 
Skylar Bartush, Soprano   Bonnie DiAngelis, Alto 
Noah Ryan, Tenor 

 
Northern Regional High School Music Festival, All State Music Festival and the Eastern Division 
of the National Association for Music Education Festival 

 
Hannah Jack, Alto 
 

G. Report from Student Council Representative – Alyssa Perugini 

Ms. Perugini – No report tonight 

  

H. Superintendent’s Recommendations and Report 

 
1. Appointments – (Information Only)  

 
Ms. Megan Perrin to the positon of Girls’ Outdoor Track Coach for Watertown High School, 
effective for the 2018-2019 school year, being paid the contractual stipend amount of 
$3,068.00, Step 0, per the WEA Agreement.  
 
Mr. Michael Kenny to the positon of Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse Coach at Watertown High School, 
effective for the 2018-2019 school year, being paid the contractual stipend amount of 
$3,216.00, Step 2, per the WEA Agreement.  
 
Ms. Kaycee Correia to the positon of Softball Coach at Swift Middle School, effective for the 
2018-2019 school year, being paid the contractual stipend amount of $1,895.00, Step 0, per 
the WEA Agreement.  
 

2. Transfers – (Information Only) 
 
None 

 
3. Resignations – (Information Only) 

 
None 
 

4. Superintendent’s Report 
 
Dr. Parlato– Good evening everyone. I will begin on behalf of the administration, faculty and 
staff of our school district to send our deepest condolences to Dr. Harrison and his family for 
the loss of his father-in-law, Mr. Kevin Williams. We will certainly keep them in our thoughts 
this week. 
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Last week we welcomed our new food service director, Ms. Ashley Onion and she has 
enjoyed a great start, thus far and is looking forward to getting to know our staff and 
students. As of now, all of our administrators have been trained in the RULER approach to 
social and emotional learning. RULER is a researched based way to teach social and 
emotional learning and it was developed at the Yale University Center for Emotional 
Intelligence.  Our middle school math teachers last week, visited two schools; one was 
Wamogo Middle School and a middle school in Danbury and what they were looking for was 
their use of illustrative mathematics, which is a primary resource that we are looking to use 
in the fall.  
On February 28th, we held a professional learning session for our teachers and they continued 
their work about high impact instructional strategies. 
A few things from Dr. Harrison: He attended the workshop on social media and vaping and 
that was presented by our community partners and fortunately, there were over 100 people 
present, which was a great turnout for that event. As a follow up, both Swift and the High 
School are creating follow up learning for students based on that presentation. Dr. Harrison 
also visited all of our schools last week and he presented the Board’s adopted budget to the 
John Trumbull PTO. Finally, Dr. Harrison attended the Igniting Innovation Conference that 
was sponsored by the Connecticut Association of Public Schools Superintendents. This 
conference emphasized imaginative and resourceful approaches that districts have used to 
create outstanding learning experiences for students. 
John Trumbull Primary school celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday with a week of fun and all of it 
was connected to reading including a lot of dressing up and funny sock days, along with a 
visit from “Thing 1” and “Thing 2” who were terrorizing the school. Also related to reading, 
both Polk and Judson are participating in a one school one read program. They are using the 
book called The Lemonade War as their common text. The PTOs at both schools purchased a 
copy of this book for each student so they would be able to participate in the one school one 
read program. At Judson, State Rep. Polletta read to all third grade classes for “Read Across 
America” day and at Polk, students participated in a Skype discussion with the popular novel 
How to Train Your Dragon. At Swift, the annual Sprit Rally was held last week and that 
celebrated academic, creative, and athletic achievements. And, at Watertown High School, 
the seniors honor musical recital took place last week and the drama club will present the 
musical “We Will Rock You” from March 21st through March 23rd. 
 

I. Eligibility to Attend Watertown Public Schools – Policy #5033R – Second Reading 
 
Ms. Crotty – This is our second reading and we hope to take action on this tonight. You were all 
here when we discussed the policy the first time. The change in our eligibility policy are the 
following two sentences: Proof of residency is required prior to a student’s enrollment in 
Watertown Public Schools and proof of residency is also required prior to a student’s transition 
to 3rd, 6th, and 9th grade. Dr. Harrison and his team are working diligently to great a process for 
those registrations to be taken both in written format and in electronic format. Dr. Harrison is 
also working on communications that will go out to the community. The first round of this will 
begin in the spring so that parents can prepare for the next school year should their child be 
entering 3rd, 6th or 9th. The first paragraph under “proof of residency”: “Proof of residency is 
required at a student’s initial enrollment and then again at 3rd, 6th, and 9th grade.” This makes 
sure it is consistent through all documents. We have also added a confidential residency 
affidavit and confidential host statement in the back. I am thrilled we are doing this, we have 
been talking about it for a long timeand I am very appreciative to Dr. Harrison and the 
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administrators and cabinet who will be behind the scenes making this happen; helping to deter 
people coming to the school who might not be qualified and also to make sure that those who 
move into our area have the proper paperwork necessary to attend our schools. 
 

J. Items for Discussion 
 
1. New England Association of Schools & Colleges (NEASC) 

 

Dr. Parlato – I am pleased to share information about the response from the New England 

Association of Schools & Colleges about the Watertown High School two year progress 

report that we submitted on October 1, 2018. The committee of Secondary Public Schools 

continued Watertown High School’s accreditation and they specifically mentioned 15 

commendations. Some of the commendations were: our continued partnership with 

Naugatuck Valley Community College for the certified nurse’s assistant program, the 

addition of a 7-12 mathematics instructional specialist, the plan to include a variety of 

stakeholders to develop “A Vision of a Graduate” for the school district, the addition of a 

second school psychologist to support the social and emotional needs of students, the 

addition of a .5 nursing position to support the students’ needs at the high school, and the 

addition of a science course taught by both a math and science teacher to help students 

investigate real world problems.  

The next steps in the accreditation process will be to implement the recommendations that 

the committee provided two years ago during their accreditation visit and then to write the 

five year progress report which is due three years from now. That was great news in terms 

of the continued accreditation, the list of 15 commendations, and the fact that we have to 

write the 5 year progress report. In some instances, you may be asked to write a one year 

progress report for every year and they did not ask us to do that so they were very satisfied 

with the quality of work we presented and the specifics we were able to provide. 

 

2. Sub-Committee Members 

 

Ms. Crotty – We have a change in committee chairs. The new policy and labor chair will be 

Janelle Wilk and the new budget and finance chair will be Diane Bristol. I appreciate both of 

you for taking on that responsibility for the Board of Ed and I would be remiss if I didn’t 

mention the amount of work that Mr. Lambert has done on the budget and finance 

committee for over 10 years now. It is an enormous amount of work that has gone on 

through many budget and finance committee members, through many business managers 

and many superintendents. You really held a torch for us through all of this time and I know 

you will be a fantastic mentor to Diane and you have been to me. Thank you for everything 

you have done. I am glad you are still sitting right here; it is just a small change. 

 

K. Public Participation 
 
None 
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L. Committee Reports:  

 
Curriculum and Instruction Committee, Ms. Cathie Rinaldi, Chair – Yes 
 
On March 25th we will have a curriculum and instruction meeting prior to our regular Board of 
Ed meeting to discuss the accountability index information, a math update and  a health 
curriculum update. 
 
Policy and Labor Committee, Ms. Janelle Wilk, Chair - No 
Budget and Finance Committee, Ms. Diane Bristol, Chair – Yes 
 
I attended the budget presentation at John Trumbull and it was very well received. There are 
two coming up at Polk and Swift this week, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 
Facilities/PBC/Operations Committee, Mr. Thomas Lambert, Chair – Yes 
 
A couple of small points: the municipal center upper parking lot has crushed stone and has been 
rolled for easier temporary parking and the lower parking lot is being roughed in along with 
temporary stairs. 
 
Governance and Community Engagement Committee, Mr. Robert Makowski, Chair – No 
 

M. Communications - Secretary 
 
None 
 

N. Report from the Board Chair 
 

Ms. Crotty – Just a quick note, on March 8th, the Board received a demand to negotiate a 
successor agreement to the Watertown Federation of Paraprofessionals local 3960. Their 
contract expires on August 31st, 2019 and we are in the process of looking for our first date and I 
will keep the Board abreast of that situation. I look forward to collaboration with the 
paraprofessionals as we move into the next contract. 
 

O. Action Items – Adoption of Items to be Approved by Consent 
 

Agenda Item:   O.1 

Subject: Consideration to Approve of Policy #5033R Eligibility to 

Attend Watertown Public Schools 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Rinaldi 

 Motion Seconded By:  Mr. Makowski 
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Text of the Motion: Madame Chair, I move that the Board approve of policy 

5033R Eligibility to Attend Watertown Public Schools, as 

presented, effective immediately. 

  

Discussion: None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

Agenda Item:   O.2 

Subject: Consideration of the Approval of an Out-of-State Filed 
Trip to Detroit, Michigan 

  

 Motion Presented By:  Mr. Lambert 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Bristol 

 

     Text of the Motion: Madame Chair, I move that the Board approve of the 
Watertown High School Robotics Team field trip to 
compete in the World Championships in Detroit, 
Michigan from April 23, 2019 through April 28, 2019, for 
approximately twenty five Watertown High School 
students and six (6) chaperones. 

  

Discussion: None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

 

P. Future Agenda Items and Board Members’ Comments 

 

Mr. Makowski – Asked to have the Chamber Choir come back more often, as their performance 

was spectacular. 

 

Q. Public Participation (Please state name, address and topic of discussion) 

 

None 

 

R. Executive Session (7:58 p.m.) 
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Agenda Item:   R.1 

 Subject:   To go into Executive Session 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Mr. Makowski 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Rosa 

 

Text of the Motion: Madame Chair, I move that we go into Executive 

Session for the purpose of a discussion concerning 

pending litigation related to an employment matter. 

Attending the Executive Session will be Assistant 

Superintendent Dr. Janet Parlato, Board Members 

Josephine Rosa, Cheryl Albino, Cindy Eastman, Diane 

Bristol, Cathie Rinaldi, Janelle Wilk, Tom Lambert, Leslie 

Crotty, and myself, Rob Makowski. 

 

 Discussion:   None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

S. Regular Session (8:26 p.m.) 

 

 

T. Adjournment 

 

Agenda Item:   T.1 

 Subject:   To adjourn the meeting 

 

 Motion Presented By:  Ms. Wilk 

 Motion Seconded By:  Ms. Albino 

 

 Text of the Motion:  Madame Chair, I move that we adjourn 

 

 Discussion:   None 

 

 Opposed:   None 

 Abstained:   None 

 Vote:    Motion Passes 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Mindi Davidson 

Recording Secretary 

 

Janelle Wilk 

Secretary of the Board 


