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2023 State of the City Address 

 

 

City Council, and residents of Springdale, 

It is my privilege tonight to bring to you my 2023 State of the City 

Address.  To sum things up in a sentence, the state of the City of 

Springdale is strong.  Even during a time we’ve all been challenged by 

some of the issues we see at the local and State level, as well as 

nationally, we can still say we’ve been blessed beyond measure.  More 

than ever before, Springdale is best positioned to meet the serious 

challenges we all must face, during these times of uncertainty.  We 

continue to face the inevitable pressures caused by our rapid growth, but 

we’ve been blessed with the resources necessary to navigate those 

pressures.  When we consider the unobligated portion of our general 

fund, and add designated reserves, we are approaching nearly $30 mil. in 

uncommitted reserves.  That figure still doesn’t include another $9 mil. 

in unobligated but restricted ARPA funds.  These reserves are the 

healthiest we’ve ever had, by a longshot.  While it’s nice to have a little 

more breathing room financially than we’ve had in the past, we must 

always remember whose money that is.  While it is important for a city 

to have enough money in reserves to continue to operate during down 

times, the purpose of a city isn’t to build a big bank account.  The 

purpose of a city is to take stewardship of the taxes our residents entrust 

to us, and return it to them in the form of services. 

For many years, as we’ve worked hard to address growth, we’ve had our 

share of financial struggles, being forced to squeeze everything possible 
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out of a dollar.  I want to assure our taxpayers that that attitude will 

continue in Springdale.  It’s in our DNA.  In times of plenty or when 

times are rough, we will always strive for ways to be as efficient as 

possible, finding new and more effective ways to inform and serve the 

people of Springdale. 

Even in what looks to be a slowing economy, Springdale is booming.  

From Downtown, to our Overlay District, and all points in between-

really in every part of our city, both residential and commercial 

development continues at a rapid pace.  That means we can’t let up.  We 

not only have to address what’s happening today, but we have to 

continue to prepare for the years ahead. 

Twice in the 14 years I’ve served as mayor, our voters have stepped up 

with strong support for bond initiatives that have given us the ability to 

fund projects that not only help address current growth, but projects that 

have spurred development, providing needed resources to serve our 

growing population.  Given the success and strong support for those two 

previous ballot measures, I’m thankful this Council has unanimously 

approved another bond issue vote for May 9th.  We’ll never take our 

voter’s support for granted, but I’m hopeful our voters will consider our 

track record of choosing projects wisely, and building what we say 

we’re going to build.  And it’s always important to add, that just as with 

our two previous bond initiatives in 2012 and 2018, the next one won’t 

include any increase in taxes, either. 

In May, our voters will see 4 categories of projects we will be asking 

them to consider. 

1) SENIOR CENTER- We’re asking voters to approve funding to 

build a new center for our Seniors.  The new building will add 

much needed space for programming to accommodate our growing 



City of Springdale, Arkansas  March 14, 2023 

senior population.  Also included will be a commercial kitchen that 

will enable our Center staff to serve lunches through the week, and 

prepare food for our Meals on Wheels program.  We’ve acquired 

the property for the new Center, and design is currently underway.  

The Center will be located on E. Emma Avenue, just east of the 

old Washington School building, and immediately south of the 

Jones Center.  Very soon, I expect to bring forward for your 

consideration, a contract for construction management services.  

It’s important to engage a Construction Manager at this stage in 

design. 

2) PARK IMPROVEMENTS- Our residents have always been great 

supporters of our Park and Recreation Department, both 

programming and facilities.  Approval of our park bonds will allow 

for much needed improvements and upgrades to many of our park 

facilities.  Improvements such as; artificial turf on many of our 

existing sports fields, upgrading LED lighting where needed, 

additional parking at some of our busiest parks, and finishing the 

last remaining renovations at our amazing Rec. Center, which was 

purchased with a portion of our 2018 bond issue.  What a bargain 

that facility has been for the people of our city.  When all 

renovations are complete, and including the purchase price, we’ll 

have a total investment of less than $10 million for a building and 

parking that would easily cost $30 million to build today, and that 

doesn’t include land costs.  While quality parks, trails, and our 

Rec. Center provide direct benefits to our residents that use and 

enjoy them, they also generate a significant return on investment.  

By attracting thousands of visitors annually through various events 

and sports tournaments, people from outside our city fill our hotels 

and restaurants, helping support our local businesses, and 

providing tax revenue that helps all of us. 
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3) FIRE STATION #10- We actually plan to build 2 new fire stations 

beginning later this year.  One will be the relocation of Station 4.  

We are moving from its current location on Elm Springs Road, to 

property we own on Huntsville Avenue, just west of Central Jr. 

High. Station 4 will be paid for primarily out of general fund 

reserves, generated by savings resulting from paying allowable 

first responder salaries and overtime out of ARPA lost revenue.  

Approval of this ballot question will allow us to build and equip a 

new Station 10, which will be located somewhere in the north-

central portion of Springdale.  Also, we will be able to add 

specialized space and equipment to meet additional training needs. 

4) ROADS- By far, the largest portion of funds generated by the 

bonds will be used to build and improve our transportation 

infrastructure.  As in previous bond programs, most of the specific 

road projects are yet to be determined, and will be decided by this 

Council.  However, some are subsequent phases of ongoing 

projects that we need to continue.  These are projects that have 

completed design or are currently being designed, and are in 

various stages of right of way acquisition.  These include the Har-

ber/Emma Avenue overpass at I-49, phase 2 of 64th Street, from 

Watkins south to the future DTP extension, and Gene George 

Boulevard, from Elm Springs Road, north to County Line Road, 

then County Line west to Shaw Family Park.  Design is also 

underway for the extension of Sunset between Turner and Powell.  

There are also two Federally funded projects in our Overlay 

District-DTP west to Highway 112, and the 2 remaining phases of 

Gene George from New Hope to Johnson Mill Boulevard. Our 

20% match for those Federal funds can also be paid out of these 

street bonds.  Within a couple of weeks, Garver Engineering will 

be presenting the results of the Traffic and Active Transportation 
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Study they’ve been doing for the city.   We can use these results to 

help us identify new street connections to consider, as well as 

improvements to existing streets and intersections that can help 

move traffic more efficiently throughout the city. The increase in 

population density we are seeing in our Downtown and many other 

older, more established areas is both welcomed and necessary.  It 

makes sense to do what we can to encourage this increased density 

anywhere when we can.  As density increases, so does the 

efficiency of providing services for the residents of an area.  But, 

as density increases, so too does the strain on older infrastructure.  

That’s true for streets and intersections, but it’s just as true for 

trails, sidewalks, and parking.  That’s why the Garver study also 

includes Active Transportation needs.  This information will help 

us address all forms of transportation and connectivity as density 

continues to increase, regardless of how people choose to travel 

from point A to point B. 

There is one other important benefit to approving these bonds I hope 

everyone will remember.  As a result of restructuring of the current 

bonds, we will be able to pay off the existing bonds that are paid out of 

our general fund.  I won’t get into the weeds on this, but the bottom line 

is: By approving all of ballot questions on May 9th, we will not only 

generate approximately $130-160 million for new projects, but we also 

free up over $4 million each year in our general fund, all without any 

increase in taxes.  An extra $4 million annually will enable us more 

flexibility, by letting us take advantage of opportunities for bidding 

small improvements when the time is right. It will allow us to be more 

responsive when we have a small project that can make a big difference 

for a neighborhood, or an intersection.   
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As of our last update, we should be moving into our newly renovated 

City Hall by sometime in May.  It’s been a long process, much longer 

than anticipated.  To say we’re all looking forward to it is an 

understatement.  Having several of our city departments spread-out all-

over downtown is not ideal.  It’s not ideal from a city staff and 

collaboration perspective, but more importantly, it has inconvenienced 

our residents who need to do business with our various city departments.  

We are thankful that we’re just about there.  All things considered, 

building a project of this size during a world-wide pandemic, significant 

supply chain interruptions, historic labor shortages, and 40-year high 

inflation, is not something I would recommend to anyone.  But for all 

involved, from our architect, to our contractor, to the patience and 

flexibility of our city staff, the finish line is in sight.  We’ll look back on 

this as a job well done. None of this would have been possible without 

the vision and support of the voters in Springdale who overwhelmingly 

approved this project.  As a result, we have a facility with room to grow 

that will meet the needs of our residents for decades to come. 

Over the last few years, administration, as well as all other departments, 

have held the line as much as possible on creating new positions.  For 

one thing, we didn’t have the physical room to put additional people 

while in our temporary offices.  But the bigger reason, is that we need to 

get settled in and get a good feel for our new space.  So, over the next 

couple of budget cycles, you might see some requested changes to 

staffing and organization as we figure it all out.  I know this Council will 

support any changes that make sense for the people we’re put here to 

serve.  

Before closing, (and there is so much more I could talk about), I want to 

encourage you and our residents to visit our newly launched website at 

springdalear.gov.  I hope those who use our city website will not only 
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appreciate the new look, but that all the important information that is 

available will be easier to access than ever before.  At the same time, we 

also launched an app that makes important information about Springdale 

even easier to access.  Just search Springdale AR in the AppStore and 

download it for free.  We hope these tools will improve our ability to get 

important information out to our residents more easily, while at the same 

time insuring transparency by having important information at your 

fingertips. 

Ok.  I guess that’s enough for now.  Thank you, Council.  Thank you for 

serving the people of Springdale.  I know it’s not always easy, but you 

always make the decisions that you think are best for those you serve.  I 

know there are times when we don’t all agree, but, as long as we all 

know we’re each doing what we think is best, we’ll make it just fine.  I 

thank all those who serve on the Planning Commission, along with all 

our various commissions, boards, and committees.  None of this works 

without you.  I always thank my friends and family for their support and 

constant encouragement. And of course, Sandy, who puts up with a lot, 

and still allows me the freedom and the grace to serve as I think is 

necessary.  I can never end this without thanking God for the 

opportunity to do what I do.  All blessings and anything good that comes 

as a result of anything I do, is because of Him.  He allows me love this 

city, to love my job, to love the people I work with, and to love the 

people I work for.  

 

Thank you, and God Bless Springdale.  

 

Mayor Doug Sprouse 


