
What a great day it was!  December 17, 2005, went down as           
another momentous occasion in P.A.R.K.’s history book. 

Marquese McFerguson became P.A.R.K.’s 2nd college graduate.  
With a smile as wide as the Grand Canyon, Marquese marched into 
the auditorium at Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia.  The 
Marquese McFerguson fan club from P.A.R.K. stood tall as proud 
parents and extended family as he made his way toward his ap-

pointed seat on stage.   

With tears welling up in his eyes and ours, I reminisced on the 
obstacles Marquese  overcame in order to walk across the 
stage that day as a college graduate.  Marquese was not a 
model student upon entering P.A.R.K.  His G.P.A. was hardly 
one at all, and his self-esteem and attitude left much to be de-

sired.  He walked with his head held down and not much to say. 

The reason for Marquese’s down-trodden feelings was because of circumstances at home 
and at school.  Still, Marquese had a mother who believed in him.  She wanted him to have 
something she didn’t have….a college degree.  When Marquese entered P.A.R.K., his mother 
did not drive, therefore, leaving him to find a ride home.  He did not live anywhere close to 
P.A.R.K., but fortunately for him one of the staff members “was going his way.”  As time 
went by, he began riding home with another student who did live near him.  But, for the 
most part Marquese became the P.A.R.K. staff’s responsibility.  Not only did his mother 
want better for him, so did the staff at P.A.R.K., for we saw in Marquese what he couldn’t 
see in himself—potential.  The potential to become an outstanding student and wonderful 
young future leader was embedded deep within this self-esteem lacking kid. 

 Soon after his first year in the program, Marquese’s father died, leaving him more with-
drawn, but the love of his mother, and the support of the P.A.R.K. staff and students helped 
him to change his outlook on life.  Marquese began to feel as though life wasn’t all that 
bad.  His grades began improving, as did his self-esteem.   

Prior to graduating from high school and P.A.R.K., Keith Jackson told Marquese that he 
would be attending Ouachita Baptist University—much to Marquese’s reluctance.  Marquese 
was told  that OBU was the best fit for him. Trusting Mr. Jackson’s  intuition, he agreed and 
it has paid off.  Once Marquese decided what college was really about, no one could tell him 
anything.  He had figured it out: he was going to be somebody.  He became more deter-
mined to succeed when his mother became ill with cancer.  Sadly, in the summer of 2005 
his mother died.  Although his parents were not there in body, Marquese knew that both of 
them were smiling down on him.  Thankfully, Marquese learned that life's’ lemons could get 
sweeter by mixing in a little or a lot of the new smarter and wiser Marquese McFerguson. 

We could all see the confidence on Marquese’s face as he walked across the stage to receive 
his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Studio Art from the Ouachita Baptist University President, Dr. 
Andy Westmoreland.  And to top it off, Marquese is not stopping with a Bachelor’s Degree. 
No, he is now working on his Master’s Degree!  His determination is paying off. 

Keep up the good work and you will  be a President of a college one day! 

We’re proud of you Marquese! 

P.A.R.K.’s Second College Graduate is a Success 
in the Making 
By Melanie Jackson, Community Outreach Coordinator 
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              The words “I know a change is going to come” has been immortalized by the great and talented Sam Cook.  In the song, 
the singer Sam Cook was in a struggle with a huge nemesis—life itself.  But one could almost hear the smooth sound of his voice 
sing with confidence, “I know a change is going to come.”  

 When God first gave me the vision of P.A.R.K., it was to empower youth to first overcome themselves.  Most of the stu-
dents struggled with different problems; low G.P.A.’s and deviant behaviors were just the beginning.  By developing the whole 
member Spirit, Soul & Body, P.A.R.K. in most cases is able to get to the source of the problem.  These same students become 
weapons for empowerment.  They indeed go back into their communities and start making an immediate impact. 

 There are many examples I could use to prove this theory out.  P.A.R.K. has two college graduates (Rachel Williams & 
Marquese McFerguson) who have begun making a huge difference in their home first, then in the community.  Then there is 
Adrian Harris.  At first glance he didn’t seem like he would become a great leader.  Adrian is a quiet unassuming young man. 
From the beginning, it was, “yes sir, no sir, and may I help you Mr. Jackson.”  This kid had been taught well.  Mr. Harris was 
never the one with large groups of people around him.  He was always about business.  In his junior year of high school he was 
already asking if I could help him with internships.  How could you turn down a kid who came to P.A.R.K. wearing slacks with a 
collared shirt and always a suit coat.  After graduation, Al Miller of Affiliated Foods Southwest gave Adrian an internship.  He 
enjoyed his time working and learning.  Adrian’s focus is to own his own company one day.  I will be an investor.  Adrian was a 
quiet leader.  He never said...he did.  Many of P.A.R.K.’s young men who graduate and come back now look just like Adrian Har-
ris when he was at P.A.R.K.  I’ll normally say to one of these young men, “you’re not wearing your baggy jeans or hat tilted.”  
Their response is always the same, “I’m about the business now.” 

 Adrian Harris will be a Junior at Philander Smith College next year.  He changes everyone with whom he comes in touch 
with.  It’s students like these that are a positive influence in the community.  That’s why I can say, “A Change is Going to Come.” 

Keith’s Corner 
“I Know A Change Is Going to Come” 
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On May 13, in Little Rock, 
P.A.R.K. will be participating 
in the Ministry to the Inner 
City Bank of the Ozarks Run 
For Their Lives 5K.  The race 
will begin at the Arkansas 
KARK building. 
 
P.A.R.K. is one of several 
organizations that receives 
financial assistance from the 
race as well as the gala to be 
held on May 20.  In the past, 
P.A.R.K. has acquired great 
monetary support from this 
event and its organizers. 
 
The Ministry to the Inner City 
Bank of the Ozarks Run For 
Their Lives 5K requires all 
groups being funded to pro-
duce a certain number of 
walker/runners for the event.  

P.A.R.K.’s kids and staff par-
ticipate every year and have 
the time of their lives with the 
other participants.   
 
Not only does the P.A.R.K. 
staff and students play a part 
in this event, other family and 
friends do as well.  It becomes 
a family affair. 
 
If you are interested in being 
a walker/runner with the 
P.A.R.K. family, please call 
Gayle Orr at (501) 562-5223.  
Join the fun!  

Runners/Walkers needed for Run For Their  
Lives 5K 

 Making sure the students have everything they need to 
reach their highest potential is of utmost importance to P.A.R.K.  
From the acquisition of the school year textbooks, to awards and 
certificates for student recognition, to senior class rings and 
more takes a lot more than just wishing and wanting. To make 
these wishes reality, P.A.R.K. needs the support of others. 
 The P.A.R.K. budget does not always allow additional 
spending.  With the creation of programs to help build the stu-
dents Spirit, Soul and Body, more funding is necessary, leaving 
the individual staff sponsor responsible for finding money to 
cover the programs and items  the students want and need. 
 With the end of the school year quickly approaching, 
funds for senior class rings are needed at $180.00 each and 
$1,500.00 for the student recognition ceremony to award our 
students for their hard work throughout the school year. 
 Other programs needing monetary assistance are the 
math and book clubs at $500 each and the student’s bi-monthly 
birthday party for $200.00.   
  P.A.R.K. is grateful for any and all financial help in 
these areas, but more importantly, the kids will benefit the most.  
The students at P.A.R.K. give more of themselves when others 
give to and care for them.  

Student needs is P.A.R.K.’s #1 priority… But, 
sometimes we need help too! 



help keep Josh off focus and 
behind academically when 
he entered the P.A.R.K. pro-
gram five years ago.    What 
a change five years has 
made! Josh is a graduating 
senior at Parkview Magnet 
High School this year.  His 
grades have dramatically 
improved and he is actively 
involved in sports.  Josh has 

been touted as one of the top 
track and field athletes in the 
state.  He plans to head off 
to the University of Arkan-
sas this fall after graduation 
and major in engineering.  
Josh is also unique in an-
other special way. He allows 
P.A.R.K. to see the impact 
of the program on families.  
Some of Josh’s inspiration  

Joshua Williams, Parkview Arts Magnet High Senior 
By Monique Palmer, Education Outreach Coordinator 

Josh Williams is a student 
one is not quick to forget.  
The first thing one notices 
about Josh is his infectious 
smile.  It envelopes you the 
moment you lay eyes on 
him.  His energy and playful 
spirit is felt whenever he 
comes through the doors at 
P.A.R.K.  However, a lack 
of maturity also served to 
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may have come from seeing 
his oldest sister, Rachel Wil-
liams, graduate from 
P.A.R.K. and go on to be the 
first P.A.R.K. college gradu-
ate.  Josh is living proof that 
P.A.R.K. continues to make 
a difference in a family, 
community, state and even 
nation...one child at a time. 

Front Row:  Tristal Smith, Jessica Albert, Jasmine Thomas, Tasha 

Rainey, Kor-dell Allison, Tara Rainey, Brian Banks  Second Row: 

Michael Washington, Elliott Flowers, Archie Hearne, Aston Phillips, 

Rodney Mosley, Jerrell Dixon, Freddy Melifonwu 

 

Not Pictured: Stephen Boatner, Sam Brown, Jamal Caffey, Christo-

pher Gaines, Dylan Gilliam, Michael Luster, Olivia May, Kelley 

Neasley, Joe Stroud, Rodney Wade, Brittany Walker, Shniece Wat-

son, Elgin Williams, Joshua Williams and Brittany Wilson 

 P.A.R.K. proudly salutes its largest graduating class since the inception of the program.  The class 
of 2006 consists of 29 seniors graduating out of a recruitment class of 105.  It is expected that ten to twelve 
of the graduates will be furthering their education at a four-year college on scholarships, with another ten 
seniors on scholarships on the technical/junior college level.  The remaining P.A.R.K. graduates will enter 
the workforce. 
 P.A.R.K. opened its doors in 1996 to 25 eighth graders with the hope and belief that these kids 
would receive help to get to the next level-college.  Since the initial group, many other students have 
crossed P.A.R.K.’s path.  
 With its sixth graduating class, P.A.R.K. has graduated 103 students from the program to date.  Of 
that one hundred and three students, P.A.R.K. has provided 72 students the opportunity to attend college 
with scholarship assistance.  There are currently 46 P.A.R.K. graduates  still pursuing college degrees and 
two college graduates.  The United States Armed forces have acquired 7 of P.A.R.K.’s graduates.   

Student Profile 

CLASS OF 2006 IS P.A.R.K.’s LARGEST GRADUATING CLASS TO DATE 

Class of 2006 



Monique Palmer has been a 
vital part of P.A.R.K. for 
five years.  As the Education 
Outreach Coordinator, she 
oversees the upper classmen 
and their futures.  Monique 
is in contact with colleges 
and universities in the state, 
matching P.A.R.K. seniors 
to the school which best fits 
their needs.   

Monique also plans college 
preparatory workshops for 
students in the ALC 
(Accelerated Learning Cen-
ter), like ACT test taking 

skills, writing skills, and 
more.  The betterment of the 
students is always her main 
focus. 

She is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Arkansas with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
psychology.  Prior to coming 
to P.A.R.K., Monique 
worked in mental health for 
seven years.  

Monique keeps a busy 
schedule outside of P.A.R.K. 
being with her seven-year- 
old daughter, Brylea Palmer, 

reading, sitting on the board 
of directors for  Little Rock 
Community Health Center 
and participating as a mem-
ber of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. and Pleasant 
Hill CME Church.  

Monique Palmer,  
Education Outreach Coordinator 
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I have learned as an employee of  P.A.R.K. that the students teach me just as much, if not more, than I do them.  One particu-
larly poignant lesson has been about respect. 
 
I can remember as a child having a list longer than I was tall of things that, “I would never make a child do.” I can remember 
saying “I will never make my child wear socks to bed,” or “I will never make my child eat a soggy sandwich that has been sit-
ting in a lunch box for half the morning.” 
 
As I review the reasons behind my list of “Never dos,” I find that it was less about feelings of unfairness and mistreatment as it 
was about the desire for the respect of being my own person.  My mother was much more cold-natured than was I, so that 
meant that every morning I had to go digging at the bottom of the bed for socks that had been kicked off of hot feet in the mid-
dle of the night.  And I remember sincerely trying to explain to my mother my disgust of soggy bread.  But it was to no avail. 
 
Now this is not meant to blast or criticize my mother.  We have had conversations about both these topic from my childhood a 
number of times.  (She thinks I embellish.)  I know that she did what she thought was best.  We all do what we think is best 
when it comes to our children.  Though I don’t have any children of my own I consider each P.A.R.K. student as my baby, and 
I find myself treating them the same way.  I have found in dealing with my students that many times when they seem to be dis-
gruntled about one thing or another, no matter how long or exaggerated the story, the main thing they are trying to communi-
cate is that they don’t feel respected.  My job then becomes to try to make them feel that it is okay to feel whatever emotion it 
is they are feeling (but not always okay to react in the ways they choose).  I also try to get across the point that one earns re-
spect by giving respect. 
 
It seems that for many of us, somewhere along the journey to adulthood our “Never do” list seems to grow shorter and shorter, 
and sometimes rightfully so.  But it doesn’t hurt to break out our “Never do” list from time to time.  Even if just to review it 
and make sure that we can remember that no matter how young we were, we always desired respect. 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T, Find Out What It Means To Me 
By Tamra Patterson, Chief Student Life Manager 

STAFF PROFILE 

Dream lofty dreams, and as 
you dream, so shall you be-
come.  Your vision is the 
promise of what you shall at 
last unveil. 
  -John Ruskin 

Students studying  in the ALC 



Check me out; 5’4 and-a-half, deep hypnotizing honey brown eyes,                                                                                  
a tight fitting dress that hugs snuggly on my thighs. 

Hair down to my waist, with a walk like a thoroughbred horse walking in full throttle.                                                
They tell me I’m too short for magazine poses and have too wide hips for me to imitate a model. 

They told me I couldn’t have done it, at least not by myself,                                                                                                 
They think I do it for beauty and none of it for my health. 

I walk through the double doors, right now all eyes are on me.                                                                                                             
I put a reflection mirror to my face to see what everyone else sees.         

They say the young lady is beautiful, with a heart filled with gold.                                                                               
Everyone talks of her, things that her future is to hold. 

As I continue to walk, the heels of my shoes create a rhythmic step;                                                                                                          
The young men are hypnotized as if my walk was a faint call for help. 

As I approached this book, it’s not exactly as it seems,                                                                                                                  
In front of me was a book that held my worst waited and fulfilled dreams. 

I am picture perfect I know this without a doubt,                                                                                                                               
I am a mixture of victorious cries, historic lies, and freed slaves giving religious shouts. 

They stare at me painfully because of my dark-brown complexion,                                                                                               
I smile and try to shake hands but still we have no connection. 

Is it because of the school I attend or the way I wear my hair?                                                                                                           
I don’t know what happened but I thank God everyday that I was not there. 

I don’t know how it happened, but my tears of joy turned to streams,                                                                                                
I woke with a rapid heartbeat to find it was only a dream. 

Some dreams you may enjoy, some you try to deny with all of your might;                                                                   
Just know when you close your eyes be ready to go in for the fight of your life. 

A Touch of Life 
By Monica Ross,10th Grader  

from her mistakes because there is no 
one there who loves her enough to teach 
her, or the child that grows like an un-
tamed weed, or the one whom we will 
come to know as the child that does not 
know any better?   You see, this child is 
not born.  He is raised, and whether it is 
your child or not we all have a hand in 
raising him.  Any of us could be the one 
who abuses him, ignores him, or just 
crosses the street when we see him com-
ing.   
 
 Other children are being treated a differ-
ent way.  They are being hugged and 
showered with love; they are products of 
happy loving relationships.  Many young 
people live in communities where people 
are glad they are there and they show 
them.  They regularly smile when they 
see these young people coming.  The 
grown-ups in the community will speak 
to them and know them by name.  Peo-
ple are always patting them on the back 
and when these kids mess up, they do it 

in positive nurturing environments, 
where the discipline comes from 
someone they know has their best in-
terests at heart.   Whenever these kids 
turn around, their support base is 
growing, and they have cheerleaders at 
every turn.  These kids are somewhere 
developing the compassion they will 
use to help their fellow human being 
whenever they get that chance. The 
more young people you impact, the 
better.   P.A.R.K. is trying to help 
shape young people in a positive, nur-
turing way.  We encourage you to do 
the same.  Be the one who smiles at a 
child.    

The Children We Meet  
By Kareem Moody, Program  Director 

There is a child out there waiting to meet 
you.  He is being prepped and prepared for 
this encounter as we speak.  No, I do not 
know who or where the child is, and I do 
not know what the meeting will be like.  I 
do, however, know that this meeting will be 
what you make of it. 
 
Right now children all over the world are 
being treated a certain way.  Some are starv-
ing, some are being abused and some are 
simply being ignored and left to raise them-
selves.  A number of them are not being 
taught simple values, and still a great deal 
are not being nurtured or cared for.   There 
is some kid right now developing the cal-
lousness he will need to harm a fellow hu-
man being.  There is a child who has not 
been hugged today and even worse, there is 
a child who has not seen a smile today or 
yesterday and most likely won’t see one 
tomorrow either.   Oh yeah, and there is a 
child who is not being encouraged to care 
about himself or anyone else for that matter.  
What about the child who is not learning 
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Calendar of Upcoming 
Events 

● March 27—31 Spring Break   

● April 7, Metro Basketball tour-
nament.  6pm, Jack Stephens 
Center, UALR 

● April 8, Student Life Skills 
Workshop  

● May 5, Student recognition 
program 

● May 15, Senior Day 

● May 18, Graduation Ceremony 

● May 19, Last Day of School 

● June 19, Summer program be-
gins 
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Mission Statement 

Within a positive atmosphere built on love, nurturing and discipline, P.A.R.K. strives to enrich the lives of Central 
Arkansas’s youth.  Specifically, P.A.R.K. exists to build the confidence, self-esteem and spiritual awareness in its 
members, to ensure academic achievement, to expand their horizons, and to instill in them the importance of helping 
others. 
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