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When I walked
through the doors
of P.A.R.K. ten
years ago I was
honored to be a
spoke in the wheel.
Like most of you I
was a victim of
Keith’s infectious
enthusiasm for this
vision God gave
him.   From day
one, I was vested
in the idea of im-

proving the lives of Central Arkansas families.
From day one, I knew this was a chance for me
to continue to parlay my life experiences into
meaningful opportunities for young
people.  Today I am truly humbled by the out-
pouring of emotions by students, friends, col-
leagues, and parents I have witnessed since the
announcement of my decision to step down.

As I personally come to grips with the mixed
feelings and separation sorrow that I feel just as
much as anyone else, I am honored to have had
the chance to be a part of so many people’s lives
in such a special way.   I salute my staff that
continues to answer the bell and has gone above
and beyond the call of duty in its commitment to
the children of P.A.R.K.  I say thank you to Keith
and Melanie and the boards for trusting me with
such an awesome responsibility.   I am most
grateful that they allowed me the opportunity to
grow over the years and make mistakes as they
have trusted my creativity and allowed me to
lead.

Lord knows I will miss this place!  I will miss
every single smile and the 4 o’clock rush of
students coming through the door after a long
day of school.  I will have to get use to the
uncertainty of life without the student crisis of
the day.   I will miss the sighs and boos when I
have to deliver one of my famous “Moody
speeches”.   It will take some getting use to not
having to negotiate Jr. High School girl con-
flicts.  I will miss being the star quarterback on
football days (even though I have not been get-
ting picked as much since we got these younger
guys on staff).  I will miss that new class of
students piling in for the summer unaware of
what is in store for them, as they bring their
attitudes and mean mugs and then see them melt
as we replace hostile expectations with love and

support.  I will miss that end of summer meeting
when the staff stands me up in front of the firing
squad and tells me all the things that went wrong.

I will miss those cakes and extra pounds from all
the meals and being a victim of Mrs. Jackson’s
urge to bake something.  I will miss the parents
wanting instant success and kids not doing what
they are supposed to, and the cat and mouse
game of checking on grades and fishing through
stories the kids tell about “Why I got an F”.   I
will miss the feeling I got knowing the day to day
effort that goes into the end result of seeing those
kids graduate and go off to college.  I will miss
continuing the longest staff basketball win streak
of Mr. Jackson, me and the role players.  We
have won a record 100+ games over the years
(our version of the number of course).   I will
miss my office with the view of the kids as they
come into the building. I will miss my chair, my
picture on the wall, my desk, my stapler, and my
hole puncher. I guess it is safe to say I will miss
everything about this place.

Most of all I will miss you, the person who has
truly inspired me to keep working to reach these
kids, because you are willing to lend your sup-
port, to attend graduation, to  volunteer your time
or pray for success to help these kids who live
worlds away from your world.  These kids may
never know how you have been here as long or
longer than I have supporting this mission.

Now, as I step into the next chapter of my life, I
have the chance to see what my purpose has been
over the years at P.A.R.K..

I have always been blessed with patience and the
ability to see the good in people.  That is why I
have been able to serve as your program director
for the past ten years.  My spoke has been called
upon to help students work through challenges.
My piece to the puzzle has been to inspire staff
and parents to dig deeper to try to understand
how to best motivate young people to be success-
ful.   Humbled by experience I learned that every
job at P.A.R.K. is equally important, and the
pendulum of importance shifts throughout the
year, month, day, and minute.  I learned a long
time ago that when I receive praise for a job well
done I must immediately point to all the people
who have given of themselves so selflessly.

And as I look back on my season I’ll admit that
there were some rainy days that came when
things didn’t go as planned or unexpected chal-
lenges threatened the cohesiveness of the staff
and student relationships.   It was most uncom-

fortable when  parents and I did not see eye to
eye.  The cloudiest days were when I had to tell
students they could not return, or I had to make
the decision that went against the grain. But the
beauty of P.A.R.K. has always been that the sun
will shine again. Every day students are coming
through the door with new issues, attitudes and
expectations.   No matter how tough yesterday
was they always come back, because they know
we have something for them. That has given me
the great amount of sunshine during my season.

Ten years ago I saw P.A.R.K. as Keith’s vision
from God, but somewhere down the line it got
bigger then Keith.  I began to see my vision for
young people take shape within Keith’s vision.
I began to see obstacles moved.  I watched our
support base grow, and as people got wind of
what we were doing I started to see some of the
things Keith talked about take shape and ex-
pand.

As I exit stage left I say thank you P.A.R.K. and
I love you, each and every one of you!

Goodbye Mr. Moody

  Jerry W. Davis Charity Classic
“Chips” in Once Again

For the fourteenth year, Affiliated Foods
Southwest has come through for P.A.R.K. with
generous support from the Jerry W. Davis
Charity Classic.

The latest Classic, held in October, 2008, at
Pleasant Valley Country Club brought in golf-
ers from around the community as well as the
state.

The event raised $288,200, with the money
being divided between six local organizations,
P.A.R.K. being one of them.
P.A.R.K.’s  generous portion was $30,000,
which brought the total giving to P.A.R.K.
from this event to over $510,000!

Steve Wheatley, AFS Vice President with
Keith Jackson
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As a kid I had it drilled into my head to always say “Please” and “Thank you.”
These were sometimes known as the “magic words” as though they opened
some invisible door.  Now years have passed and I’m still practicing what my
mother taught me.

As an organization, P.A.R.K. owes so much to so many.  For that I would like
to say, “Thank you.”  Thank you Father God in Heaven and his son Jesus and
the Holy Spirit for this life saving vision called P.A.R.K..  Thank you to all of
my board members over the years for helping bring to fruition and sustaining
this academic ministry.   Thank you donors for sowing a seed of money and
helping the harvest of the next great minds.  Thank you to all of the staff over
the last fourteen years for being in the trenches making a difference.

But, I would like to give a special thanks to Mr. Kareem Moody.  Kareem was
the Program Director at P.A.R.K. for almost 10 years.  In those years he was a
guiding force to so much of P.A.R.K.’s success.   He earned a statewide
reputation as, “The Program Director”.  Moody’s ability to defuse arguments,
motivate staff, and reach unreachable kids was matchless.   To my friend
Kareem Moody, I send you away with a simple but powerful gift.  On behalf
of the donors, staff, and students, THANK YOU!!
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Tyler Desbrow
had bragging
rights the day he
received his
ACT score of
23.  It was the
highest score
ever for a
P.A.R.K. stu-

dent!  It was a happy day at P.A.R.K.

“Tyler is an impressive young man
that is going places,” declared Mo-
nique Hickman, P.A.R.K.’s educa-
tion outreach coordinator.  “When
he started this program in the eighth
grade he was quiet and often hid his

confidence and intelligence behind
his long hair.  During his time here
at P.A.R.K. we have seen him
emerge into a young man that is a
proud example of P.A.R.K.”

Currently a senior at Parkview
Arts/Magnet High School, Tyler is
involved in the Art Club at school.
His hobbies include guitar playing,
hanging out with friends, and skate-
boarding.

When asked what P.A.R.K. has
meant to him Tyler said, “P.A.R.K.
means a place to do my homework,
because I probably couldn’t do it on

my own.  It has helped me stay
focused on school.”

It must be working.  Mrs. Hickman
says he is focused and determined to
reach whatever goals he sets.  “I
know he’ll do great things as he
heads off to my alma mater, the
University of Arkansas at Fayette-
ville.”

We look forward to seeing what
goals Tyler sets at UA, because if
his high school success is any indi-
cator we know he’ll achieve them.

Dora Jane Flesher wears several hats
around P.A.R.K..   In addition to being
Chief Financial Officer, she is a Founda-
tion Board member, and she helps out
where needed, whether that be stuffing
envelopes or hosting a staff party.  All of
these roles are filled on a volunteer basis.

“I’ve volunteered at P.A.R.K. for 14
years,” Flesher commented.   “I’ve out-

lasted all employees other than Keith and Melanie Jackson!”

In her role as P.A.R.K. CFO, Flesher handles the accounting,
maintains the donor database, and helps with fundraising.
She says it’s not always exciting but feels it is very important
for a nonprofit to strive to be good stewards of the generosity
received from the community.

Volunteering seems to run in Flesher’s blood. She has been
a deacon at Second Presbyterian Church, served on the
Board of Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, volunteered at
Episcopal Collegiate School, and helped out at many local
charities.  And in her spare time she enjoys playing tennis,
reading, biking, and travel.

“Dora Jane has become one of the important pieces to the
continued success of P.A.R.K..   There are probably more
glitzy and glamorous things she could be involved in, but she

continues to follow her heart to make the lives of our under-
privileged youth better,” said Keith.

When asked to name a few things she has learned during her
time at P.A.R.K. Flesher named three:  “1. I love soul food;
2. I’m not as good a dancer as I thought I was in college!  But
this has not stopped me from enjoying the karaoke and
dancing at the P.A.R.K. Christmas party; 3. When the ac-
counting work gets boring, go down the hall and have a big
laugh with ‘The Big Boss’ Keith Jackson.  He never fails to
entertain!”

Dora Jane Flesher is a great ambassador for what P.A.R.K.
is all about.   “I love being part of a program that directly
changes the lives of inner city and at-risk youth.   Our stu-
dents are from a segment of the population that is often
overlooked or has been told, ‘It’s too late.  You’ll never find
success in school.’  The staff here at P.A.R.K. says, ‘Yes you
can!’”

This SMU graduate owned a small accounting services com-
pany before coming to P.A.R.K..   She has been married to
Greg Flesher for 27 years, and they have three children—
Paxton, 22; Whitney, 20; and Andrew, 17.

“Dora Jane is always full of energy when she enters the
building. She always has great stories of her travels and of
her children,”  Melanie Jackson said.  “You can also depend
on her to liven up every P.A.R.K. party.”

DORA JANE FLESHER
Crunching the numbers and keeping P.A.R.K.’S budget balanced

KENNETH TYLER DESBROW, A Senior Heading to the Hills
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  Jed Hefner – U of  A,
  Fayettevi l le,  Business

  Latasha Pugh – University
  of  Central Arkansas,

  Dietetics

  Sierra Welch – Philander
  Smith College, Education

  Tosha Jeffr ies – University
  Of Central Arkansas,

  Health Education

After-school programs really work

People often question whether after school programs help children in need or
whether they are just another form of babysitting.  A survey taken by 116 P.A.R.K.
students showed the impact P.A.R.K. has had on their lives. To most of them it is
more than just fun and games.  The statistics below display how these students have
grown in every area of their lives because of P.A.R.K..

  87%   said they are glad they participate in P.A.R.K.

  87%   said P.A.R.K. has helped them with their study skills

  75.8% said their grades have improved while attending P.A.R.K.

  97%   said P.A.R.K. or other after-school programs would be beneficial to  all
             kids needing guidance and tutoring

  91%   said their future looks brighter thanks to the support received at P.A.R.K.

  84%   said they have formed a bond or positive relationship with a staff member
             at P.A.R.K.

Students were asked what would they do in the afternoon if they were not at
P.A.R.K..  Many of them said  they would be at home playing games, hanging out
in the streets and not doing their homework.

When asked why P.A.R.K. is important to them, many replied it helps them with
their homework and gives them a place to go where they can feel safe.

These students have experienced the structured as well as the unstructured side of
learning, and although they may not verbally say it, they are thankful to have a
positive place to better themselves with positive people to support them.

P.A.R.K. Students Shine in ‘09
By:  Blenda Barnes, Curriculum Coordinator

Brethern, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead,

Philippians 3:13 speaks of pressing toward the goal.  This verse reminds us that we should forget what is behind and
press on toward what is ahead.  On February 18th, P.A.R.K. recognized over 50 students who have done just that.
These students have diligently worked to improve their grade point averages, and many of them finished the nine
weeks successfully with a 3.0 average or better.

The lights were dimmed, the entertainment was great, the red carpet was rolled as we cleaned our plates!  A lasagna
dinner, sponsored by Ristorante Capeo, was held in honor of our Star Students.  In addition to the food for the body,
the students received food for thought via a speech prepared by our very own Program Director, Mancel Linton!  The
students now understand that in order to prepare for and win in life’s Super Bowl, they have to practice, train and hit
the field running when opportunities arise while keeping achievement and ultimate victory in mind!

A new year brings about a renewed sense of purpose as we at P.A.R.K. remind our students that we are here to help
them become the best people that they can be.  In everything that we do, we acknowledge God by beginning each
day with prayer. Then, we inform our students what is expected of them which includes working extremely hard to
improve their current academic status. When students listen and do the work that is required, a higher GPA will be
the result of their efforts. Our students WILL shine in ’09!
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“The Decision Is Yours”
By Karen Swinton, Health Educator

Community Health Partnership

Throughout a child’s life, we are constantly educating and
teaching our kids the importance of making healthy decisions.
When they are young, we teach them how to dress themselves,
the importance of brushing and flossing, and how to wash and
care for their bodies.  And as the children grow and approach
adolescence, we talk to them about the metamorphosis that is
happening within their bodies and how to appropriately take
care of themselves when the time arises.  By the time our child
has grown into a teenager, we’ve drilled in them the harmful
effects of drinking alcohol, smoking tobacco and doing drugs.
But when it comes to teaching healthy decisions around
sexuality, some parents simply do not know what to say.

Teens, on a daily basis, are being inundated with messages of
sex.  In this technological age, sexual messages are just a click
away.  There is a war being waged against our youth, and we
as parents are not equipped for battle.  In the United States,
there are over 750,000 teen girls who become pregnant every
year.   If that is not alarming enough, 1 in 4 teen girls has a
Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI).   And 2 in 4 African-
American teen girls have a STI.

Our teens today need us as parents to start or continue those
“uncomfortable” conversations about sexuality education,
incorporated with family morals and values.  We have to raise
our expectations of our youth and hold them accountable for
their actions.   Making the right decision is more than just
saying no!   It is a feeling of self-worth and self-value that
makes a person say YES to endless possibilities.

That is why I consider it an honor to participate in the summer
program here at P.A.R.K.   HERE is where those endless
possibilities began for many of the students.  I see hope in the
faces of the youth who are involved in the program, as well as
those who have gone on to pursue their secondary education,
as well as in the hearts and minds of the staff.  Hope and faith
go hand and hand.  I believe it is very important to let young
people know what you expect, so they will know how high to
set their standards.   If there are no expectations often times
you get no results.

We often say our children are the future, but we must realize
we are our children’s future, because what we do or don’t do
can affect them for the rest of their lives.
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Former Student Joins P.A.R.K. Staff
It’s a long way from being an angry eighth-grade gang member to becoming a Student Life Manager at P.A.R.K., but Rob-
ert Irby has done just that.  He has come full circle and today’s P.A.R.K. students will be the beneficiaries of that journey.

As an eighth-grader Robert entered P.A.R.K. with a chip on his shoulder, but today he is the only former P.A.R.K. student
to serve full-time on the staff.  The chip is gone and he is a perfect example of what P.A.R.K. is about.

“Being a part of the first graduating class of P.A.R.K. in 2000 has made a huge impact on my life,” Irby said.  “I am thank-
ful to have been a part of such a wonderful program during my school years.  Now since becoming a part of the staff at
P.A.R.K., I am even more honored to have an opportunity to give back to students similar to how I was when I was a stu-
dent here.”

Former P.A.R.K. Program Director, Kareem Moody, said of Robert the student, “We had to deprogram him to trust education.”

Trusting education is just what Robert did.  He graduated from high school and P.A.R.K. and went on to Arkansas State University where he earned
a B.A. in Social Work.  He has been a social worker at Youth Home, and he is currently working on his Master’s Degree in Social Work from
UALR.

While there were several applicants for the Student Life Manager position at P.A.R.K., Robert was hired on his own merits.

“Robert was chosen to be on the P.A.R.K. staff after an intensive search to fill the vacancy of Student Life Manager,” commented Program Director
Mancel Linton.  “My reason for choosing Robert was his passion and hunger to reach disadvantaged youth, a position he was well familiar with be-
ing a former P.A.R.K. student.  Robert’s desire to reach and change the lives of troubled youth stood out among other applicants.  His drive to never
give up is a sure winner at P.A.R.K..  His hands-on experience working with his younger brother and sister as well as other teens in the community
has prepared him to get in the trenches and begin working with his caseload which includes ninth and tenth graders.  Robert is what we were looking
for.”

Linton added that Robert will also spearhead P.A.R.K. Ambassadors, an outlet that helps teens develop their leadership skills.  “His feet have hit the
pavement running, and we are glad to have a Go Getter on board.”
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