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Chromebook Expansion Leads 
to More Learning Options

continued on backpage

he start of the 2018-19 school 
year marked an important 
milestone for Everett Area 

School District (EASD). After just 
three years, the District completed 
its forward-thinking 1:1 Technology 
initiative a full year ahead of 
schedule. As a result, every student 
in Kindergarten through Grade 2 is 
actively using iPads in the classroom, 
and every student in Grades 3-12 now 
has access to his or her own Google 
Chromebook. 

The addition of these interactive 
technology tools has transformed 
EASD classrooms and is energizing 
students and teachers in unexpected 
ways. 

“Effective technology enhancements 
are a key component of our strategic 
plan,” noted Dr. Danny Webb, 

Superintendent. “They expand 
learning by linking students to external 
resources that we don’t have in-
house and enable teachers to tailor 
instruction to meet individual student 
needs. They’re a great addition.”

Here’s what our teachers are saying 
about how iPads and Chromebooks 
are making a positive difference in our 
classrooms.

•  Our students have had technology in 
their hands since they were toddlers. 
With Chromebooks, they continue 
to learn by using something that’s 
familiar, intriguing and relevant to 
them. For example, in Earth Science, 
they literally fly over and visit any 
place on the planet through Google 
Earth. You can’t get that level of 
learning in a textbook. 
—Nathan Rosenberger, Math and 
Earth Science, EAMS
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8th grader Alexis Colledge uses her 
Chromebook to research different 
career paths as part of the Career 
Education curriculum.

Students in Dr. Chiappelli-LaSalle’s 4th 
grade class at Everett Elementary use 
Chromebooks to conduct research on a 
story they read.

8th grader Olivia Beegle tests  
an electric circuit she built using 
resources available on her  
Chromebook.

Breezewood Elementary 1st graders 
use iPads to identify, photograph 
and learn about different shapes.
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A Commitment to  
Meet District Goals

ach day, we work hard to meet our goals to help every student meet his or her potential. 
Our goals are posted in our school buildings, on our web site, throughout the District and 
are outlined below.

1.   90% – 100% of our students will go on to their first choice of schools after high school.

2.  The total number of students missing 10 or more days of school will be reduced by 2% annually with a target goal of 
5% or less of the student population missing 10 or more days of school.

3.  85% - 100% of our student population will be connected to an extracurricular or after hours school function.

4.  100% of our teachers will have professional learning plans to improve their craft.

5.  100% of our teachers will be involved in extracurricular or after school activities involving students.

6.  100% of our teachers will understand and use data to influence instruction and enhance student achievement.

7.  100% of our teachers will use various teaching strategies and best practices to entice student learning.
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Look for this symbol 
to see how our 
goals are linked to 
everything we do. 
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the only ones who are 
strengthening their skills. 

Teachers and administrators also 
spend time in the classroom to stay 
up-to-date on the latest instructional 
strategies and best practices, whether 
these efforts focus on literacy and 
math skills or the role that social 
media plays in child development.

“Ongoing professional development 
is key to providing our students 
with an exceptional educational 
experience,” said Jim Hollis, Assistant 
Superintendent and Special 
Education Director.  “As educators, 
we need to keep learning so that our 
students can keep learning.”

This year, EASD educators 
engaged in a wide variety of 
trainings and seminars, from 
Chromebook strategies to Get 
More Math instruction. They 
often share classroom innovations 
and achievements, including the 
benefits of electronic quizzes or 
student efforts to code and program 
robots. They also look at the latest 

educational tools, such as data 
management systems to help them 
evaluate students’ progress or hands-
on technology resources available 
through the IU08 Technology Lending 
Library.

Several teachers will continue 
their learning this summer. For 
example, Thomas Brambley, Cyber 
Coordinator, and Andrew Pepple, 
Business Teacher, will spend a week 
at Rutgers University for a second 
year of training related to online 
learning and computer science 
instruction. The duo joined Dr. Webb 
for training last year and successfully 
implemented several new teaching 
strategies during this school year.

As the 2019-20 school year 
approaches, teachers will participate 
in in-service days to learn more about 
Chromebook instructional strategies, 
and best practices related to literacy 
and STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math). Sessions 
will be updated throughout the year 
to ensure they remain relevant and 
applicable to District goals.

A

EAES 5th grade math teacher Jamie 
Eichelberger guides Conner Pepple as 
he navigates the many resources that 
are part of the new Get More Math 
program.
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New Weight Room 
Honors Tom Waltman
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om Waltman taught genera-
tions of Everett Area students, 
whether it was in class or on 

the athletic field.  A friend to all, Tom, 
a beloved physical education teacher 
and coach, passed away in 2018. But 
his memory lives on in EASD’s new 
weight room that is being constructed 
in his honor.

“Tom always said all wins begin with 
the weight room, whether you’re 
striving to achieve a personal goal or 
preparing for a team event,” recalled 
his wife, Sharon. “He’d be happy to 
know that the District’s new weight 
room will help student-athletes reach 
their potential.”

The expanded facility, located in 
the former shop area of EAHS, will 
measure approximately 1,800 square 
feet and house a variety of cardio and 
strengthening equipment, including 
treadmills, stationary bicycles, rowers 
and weights. It will be used for physi-
cal education instruction and athletic 
training.

“Tom knew that the weight room was 
always too small to accommodate 
classes or team practices,” said Dr. 
Webb. “He advocated for improve-
ments for many years, and we’re glad 
to finally bring his vision to reality.” 

The expansion, estimated between 
$70,000 and $80,000, is being fund-
ed in large part through community 
and business donations. Improve-
ments are made as funds are secured. 
To date, this has included the initial 
build-out, new paint and flooring, 
and some equipment purchases. 
Organizers hope the project is fully 
funded in the next few months to 
ensure that the weight room is opera-
tional for the 2019-20 school year. 

How You Can Help

An updated and expanded weight 
room at EAHS will honor the late 
Tom Waltman, pictured here with 
football players in an undated 
photo.

Donations are being accept-
ed to help us bring Tom’s 
vision to life. If you or your 
company would like to help, 
please send a check made 
payable to EASD Weight 
Room Project to:

Steven Foor 
EASD Central Office 
427 East South Street 
Everett, PA 15537

Donations can also be given to 
Sharon Waltman, Boyde Swindell 
or faculty representative  
Shannon Smitley. Thank you  
for your support.

T

simple idea to  
energize Everett’s  
elementary teachers and 

students on the first day of school in 
2013 has evolved into much-loved 
volunteer effort that acknowledges 
the good work of the entire 
elementary school community.

“We wanted to tickle learning and 
creative positive emotions,” said 
Susan Snyder, Reading Specialist at 
Everett Area Elementary. “So a group 
decided to transform the first day of 
school into a Hollywood premiere, 
complete with red carpets, camera-
snapping ‘paparazzi’ and cheering 
supporters as students arrived to 
begin the school year.”

The previous day, teachers arriving 
for an in-service day were treated to 
a similar Hollywood treatment.  The 
events generated such good 
energy that teachers began to look 
at ways to create other positive 
learning experiences throughout 
the year. Wonderful Opportunities 
Waiting (WOW) 4 U @ Everett was 
born.

Since then, WOW volunteers have 
continued to spread positive energy 
across the elementary schools. This 
year alone, they’ve hosted a back-
to-school breakfast for faculty and 
staff, treated bus drivers to goody 
bags and student thank-you notes, 
hosted parent and grandparent 
luncheons and workshops, and 
thanked the EASD School Board for 
their commitment to students.  In 
May, they’ll host a special 
appreciation day for the elementary 
custodial and meal service staffs.

“The energy is contagious,” Ms. 
Snyder continued. “That’s why WOW 
is so successful. It combines learning, 
sharing, laughing and fun. Best of all, 
students benefit from the positive 
atmosphere and learn that positive 
interaction is always possible.”

Program WOWs 
the Elementary 
Schools EASD GOAL

5  A
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New ‘Ecosystem’ Aims to Create 
Regional STEM Opportunities  

EASD is enhancing its computer science curric-
ulum with coding, robotics and other courses to 
prepare students for in-demand STEM careers. 
Junior Micah Seese, pictured here, works on a 
project he created using Python programming 
available online through the Carnegie Mellon 
Computer Science Academy.

verett Area School District is 
taking a lead role in developing 
the newly formed Southern 

Alleghenies STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) 
Ecosystem. 

Funded by a $500,000 PASmart 
state grant, the Ecosystem consists 
of educational, business and civic 
partners across Bedford, Blair, Cambria 
and Somerset Counties who are 
working together to address the lack 
of a trained labor force in the region.  
Dr. Webb has been selected to serve 
on the project’s executive committee, 
and will help guide and implement the 

multi-year project. Key 
project components 
include:

•  Area colleges, 
universities, the IU08 
and school districts will 

work together to develop teacher 
and parent training opportunities to 
increase STEM awareness

•  Partners will work with schools and 
libraries to engage K-8 students in 
STEM-related activities all year

•  Business and industry partners 
will strive to meet the needs of 
dislocated workers and engage 
those who are not connected to the 
workforce

•  Teachers and students will learn 
more about STEM career paths via 
industry tours, job shadowing and 
in-class presentations

The project dovetails with EASD’s 
ongoing efforts to take its computer 
science curriculum to the next level.

“In the last year, we’ve made 
significant progress in moving our 
computer education beyond basic 
courses,” Dr. Webb said. “Students 
now have more opportunities to delve 
into computer science, programming 
and robotic coding. Instead of being 
passive consumers of computing 
technologies, they’re learning how 
to be active producers and creators. 
These are in-demand skills that our 
students can take to the workforce.”

The District’s computer science 
curriculum enhancements will be 
developed and rolled out over the 
next few years.

Festival Brings the World  
to Everett Students

ore than two dozen Spanish I, II, III and IV students recently traveled 
to Indiana University of Pennsylvania to participate in the 30th annual 
Foreign Language Festival. The students joined more than 400 peers 

from schools across western Pennsylvania who tested their foreign language 
skills in various categories, including Reading Comprehension, Vocal Music, 
Literary Recitation, Art, T-shirt Design and Construction Model Building.

“This is a great opportunity for our students to interact with language-learning 
students from other schools, show off their talents and visit a college campus,” 
said Carly Brumbaugh, Middle/High School Spanish Teacher. “It also gives me 
the chance to connect with teachers from across the region, and share ideas 
and best practices. It’s a win-win festival.” Art Teacher Rebecca Grassi and 
Physical Education Teacher Shannon Smitley also accompanied the students as 
chaperones.

Everett students had a strong showing at the Festival. Junior Kristen Ewing and 
sophomore Mary Hood placed 1st in the Construction Models category, while 
sophomores Isabelle Fisher and Erik Hogset earned 2nd place honors. Senior 
Claudia Shaffer placed 3rd in Spanish Literary Recitation, and freshmen Hailey 
Burchfield and Ashlyn Hicks placed 3rd in T-Shirt Design.  

Our students had the opportunity to 
test their Spanish-speaking skills at 
this year’s Foreign Language Festival 
at IUP. Felicidades!

E
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A District Full of Heroes
red Rogers, the beloved host of Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood, once said that “Anyone who does anything to help a 
child is a hero to me.”  He’d be happy to know that there are hundreds of heroes across EASD, all of whom help 
make life brighter for children and others around the region.

As in years past, our students and faculty members donated hundreds of hours to support local, regional and national 
non-profit organizations whose missions help Everett-area families. Here’s a small sample of how students are making 
a difference in the lives of others:

Sharing Christmas - This faculty-
led program helps make the holidays 
a little happier for EASD students 
in need. This year, the effort raised 
more than $14,000 to help organizers 
purchase clothes, shoes and groceries 
for 79 children from 30 families. Many 
thanks to Becky Garrett, School 
Nurse, and Aliza Baker, Elementary 
Guidance Counselor, who oversee the 
volunteer effort.  

Mini-THON - This year, more than 20 
students put on their dancing shoes 
and raised $5,313 to fight childhood 

cancer.  The event, based on Penn 
State’s THON, is in its 3rd year.  

Baskets for Eli – This project, led 
by the National Honor Society and 
National Junior Honor Society with 
support from the Elementary Student 
Council (above), generated more than 
130 Easter baskets full of treats and 
toys for hospitalized children. 

The Secret Service Club  - This group 
is open to any EAMS student. They 

work on “missions” that help others 
in school and/or the community.  
Among other projects, our “Secret 
Agents” have done chores for others 
at home, made cards for hospitalized 
children, helped with “Baskets for 
Eli,” created care packages for first 
responders and welcomed new 
students to EAMS.

Hoops for Heart – This weeklong 
event raised more than $3,550 for 
the American Heart Association. 
An estimated 120 Breezewood 
Elementary and Everett Area 
Elementary students joined in 
basketball activities to raise funds 
that support heart education, 
research and treatment centers. 
The schools will receive physical 
education equipment such as 
basketballs, soccer balls and kickballs 
for exceeding their goal.

Students’ Commitment Drives DVP Course
any of today’s students have 
grown up in front of or behind 
a camera. So it’s not surprising 

that they are expressing a growing 
interest in digital video production 
(DVP).  To help meet students’ desire 
to learn more about DVP, EAHS 
recently launched a DVP course for 
students in grades 10-12.

“This started as a club but evolved 
into a class as students became 
more driven to produce videos 
and documentaries,” said English 
Teacher and DVP instructor Matt Otis.  
“Although it’s an extremely rigorous 
course, students really develop a range 
of career-ready DVP skills.”

During the course, students work out 
of a small studio where they produce 
a weekly news show, and learn how to 
create their own short films, operate 
high-end cameras and navigate 
complex editing software. Examples of 

their work can be found on YouTube 
under “Everett Area High School.”

They have also produced short 
films and documentaries, including 
a heartfelt tribute to the late Tom 
Waltman that will premiere at the 
first-ever EAHS Film Festival on  
May 9.

“We focus on creating  
positive change and positive 
awareness on the unique activities in 
our community,” Mr. Otis continued. 
“The students’ work is incredible, and 
I look forward to seeing where their 
skills take them.”

If You Go... 
What:  EAHS Film Festival,  
featuring a film commemorating 
Mr. Tom Waltman
 
When: Thursday, May 9, 7 pm
 
Where: EAHS Auditorium

Cost: $5 at the door 
(proceeds benefit the weight 
room expansion project in  
memory of Mr. Waltman)

EASD GOAL
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The EASD news crew is pictured 
during a visit to the WTAJ studio.
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Arts Thrive at EASD
everal national studies conclude that the arts contribute to long-term student success by helping  
to improve school attendance, developing strong critical thinking and creative skills, and  
encouraging students to take individual initiative. That’s no surprise at EASD, where our arts and performing  

arts curriculum taps into students’ natural curiosity and creativity, and supports them in their artistic, musical or  
performance endeavors. Here’s a sample of how our students have used the arts to express themselves this year:

Performing Arts 

In November, EAMS and EAHS stu-
dents brought the house down with 
their performance of The Wizard of 
Oz.  Cast members will share selec-
tions from the musical at this year’s 
Issac Awards on May 25 and 26 at the 
Mishler Theater in Altoona.  

Marissa Foor, Emily Hess, Makenna 
Richards, Jozelyn Jacobs, Ivy Weicht, 
Lauren Duvall, Mackenzie Duvall, 
Grace Cruz, Bailey Simmons, Kyle 
Duvall and Ian Bollman were selected 
to represent EAHS in County Chorus 
and shared their musical talents at a 
County-wide concert.

Morgann Eisenhart, Izaac Snyder, 
Nathaniel Maxwell and Ashley Sager 
(not pictured) were recently selected 
to represent EAHS and perform with 
the District Chorus. In April, Nathaniel 
performed as an accompanist at 
the prestigious All-State Chorus 
performance in Pittsburgh.  
 

Our students begin to explore 
and experience art genres 
beginning in Kindergarten, 
including pencil drawings, 
sculpture, mosaics, oil pastels, 
paper collages and shadow 
boxing. Here is a small sample 
of student artwork, guided by 
Elementary Art Teacher Laurie 
Reider and Middle/High School 
Art Teacher Rebecca Grassi.  

Sunflowers,  
Rylee Snyder, Grade 5 

Breezewood Elementary

Magical Unicorn, Hayley Phillippi, 
Grade 2, Everett Elementary

S

Student Artwork
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Bean Mosaic, 
Stacy Hampton, 
Grade 11 

Pen and Ink, Kaleb 
Brambley, Grade 8

Oil Pastel, Garrett 
Beegle, Grade 9

Seashell Mosaic, 
Madi Perrin, Grade 10

Paper Collage and 
Paint Shadow Box, 

Maddy Hicks,  
Grade 12

Felting, Kenton Foor, Grade 12 and Brynna Fox, 
Grade 10
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Sports Teams Find Success
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ongratulations to our many 
student-athletes who finished 
out fall and winter sports 

seasons with success and continue 
to represent Everett as a winner in all 
ways during spring sports. 

•  The Golf team started the year off 
with an overall record of 9 wins 
and 4 losses, and later won the 
Inter County Conference League 
Championship and Tournament 
Championship. Izaac Snyder 
finished the Tournament in 2nd 
place overall. 

•  Our Volleyball team, Boys’ Soccer 
team, and Girls’ Soccer team all 
qualified for the PIAA District 
Championships. Junior Kaitlyn 
Maxwell led the Girls’ Soccer team 
and scored her 100th career goal. 
The Boys’ team won the Inter 
County Conference Championship 
and ended a great season in a close 
PIAA District semi-finals game with 
Somerset.

•  Our Football team finished with a 
strong record of 8 wins and 4 losses.  
We advanced to the PIAA District 5 
AA Championship game this year, 
led by PA Football News First-Team 
All-State performer Macen Akers 

who also led the area in scoring.   

•  The Wrestling team had another 
good season, finishing 3rd in 
the Inter County Conference.  
The Warriors advanced four 
wrestlers to the PIAA SW Regional 
Championships at IUP and two 
wrestlers advanced to the PIAA 
State Championships at Hershey. 
Garett Cornell became the all-time 
winningest wrestler in school history 
this year, finishing his career with 141 
career victories, and placed 5th at 
the PIAA State Tournament.

 
•  The Rifle team finished the season  
 with an undefeated league record  
 and won their third consecutive  
 State Championship this year.  
 Individually, Luke Brambley won his  
 third State Championship. Over the  
 last three years, our team has won  
 an impressive 35 matches with only  
 1 loss. 

•  Our Girls Basketball team had a 
great run this season, finishing with 
25 wins and 3 losses. They won 
their 5th consecutive Inter County 
South Section Championship and 
the PIAA District 5 AA Championship 
before advancing to the PIAA 

State Tournament. They made it 
the Western Finals before falling 
to West Middlesex. Led by junior 
Kaitlyn Maxwell, who scored her 
1,000th career point this season, 
the team advanced further than any 
other Basketball team from Everett 
since the 1949 Boys’ team.  

“Our success is direct reflection of 
the time and effort our players and 
coaches put into their sport, as well 
as a tremendous level of student 
and community support,” said Brian 
Koontz, Athletic Director. “My hope 
is that our student-athletes take the 
lessons they learn on the fields and 
courts as they move on in whatever 
field they choose.  We wish them all 
the best.”

•  The Boys’ Basketball team won 
the Inter County Conference 
Championship and Jared Colledge 
and Elijah Treece each became 
the newest members of the 
1,000th career point club. The 
team advanced to the District 
Championship and lost in a close 
game to Brookville High School. 
They finished with a record of 20 
wins and 3 losses.

Kaitlyn Maxwell waits for the  
starting gun.

Jared Colledge goes up for the shot. 

The Girls’ Varsity Basketball team advanced further than any Warriors  
basketball team since 1949.

Photos courtesy of Scott Stover
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Teams Prep for  
Annual Envirothon  
Competition

EASD 
GOAL

3  

EASD 
GOAL

5  

Members of the Squirrel Squad, pictured at last year’s state 
competition, are one of nine Everett teams competing in this 
year’s Envirothon.

ore than 40 Everett Area Middle/High School students are turning their 
love of the outdoors into an opportunity to explore environmental 
issues, develop their team-building skills and meet other people who 

share their passion for nature.

On May 7, the students will compete in the county-wide round of the Pennsyl-
vania Envirothon, a contest that challenges students to use their knowledge to 
address issues related to soils and land use, aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife 
and environmental issues. Working in teams, they will also present their find-
ings and recommendations on the role technology plays in feeding the world. 
Winners will advance to the state tournament in late May. 

“Teams meet every week during activity period and after school,” said  
Biology Teacher Angie Feather. “Doing well at the competition requires ini-
tiative and commitment on the part of each team member.” Ms. Feather and 
Science Teacher Jason Blair serve as team advisors.

Everett teams have an impressive track record at Envirothon. For example, 
the Squirrel Squad has won the county competition and advanced to states 
each year since they began participating in Envirothon as freshman. As juniors, 
they’re hoping for a three-peat.

“Envirothon gives me something to be passionate about,” said Squad mem-
ber Katie Graham. “I really like meeting new people who share that passion.” 
Other members of the Squirrel Squad include Ali Klavuhn, Noelle Hendershot, 
Kaitlyn Maxwell and Nathaniel Maxwell.

“Not a Cell  
Phone in Sight …”
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Members of the Hike Club take 
in the outdoors during a  

recent Plus Period hike.  

hat is one of the greatest 
benefits of the EASD Hike 
Club, an informal group that 

has hiked the trails surrounding 
EAHS after school as part of physical 
education class and during Friday 
Plus Periods. 

“There’s a growing body of research-
based evidence that links physical 
activity and nature with improved 
mood and elevated critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills,” said Tony 
Barr, advisor to the informal EASD 
Hike Club and Learning Support 
Teacher. “We definitely find that to be 
true when kids join us for hikes.”

The Hike Club, now known as the 
Hiking Project, began exploring the 
trails this fall. At times, up to 125 
students from grades 6 – 12 join Mr. 
Barr and other faculty members for 
the active walks. With an estimated 
10 miles of trails between EAHS and 
Tenley Park, there are plenty of areas 
to check out.

“The joy on students’ faces is 
amazing,” Mr. Barr said. “During Plus 
Period hikes, kids run up the hills and 
bound down them, and exchange a 
lot of excited chatter between them. 
And there isn’t a cell phone in sight.”

The Hiking Project continues on 
Thursdays through the end of the 
year.

T
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t’s a game of listening, quick think-
ing and teamwork. It’s Scholastic 
Quiz and it’s been a part of EAMS 

and EAHS for many years.  Michelle 
Brown, Learning and Gifted Support 
Teacher, has coached the EAMS team 
since 2011.

NJHS Develops Leaders 
with Character
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NJHS mem-
bers partnered 
with NHS and 
other student 

groups to col-
lect dozens of 
Baskets for Eli, 

one of the many 
service projects 

that support  
community  

initiatives.

here’s a common 
misconception that the National 
Junior Honor Society (NJHS) 

and its high school counterpart, the 
National Honor Society (NHS), is 
all about grades.  While academic 
performance is an important 
consideration for NJHS membership, 
it’s far from the only one.

“The NJHS recognizes 7th, 8th and 9th 
graders who do well in school, show 
leadership potential, and understand 
the importance of community service 
and good character,” explained Denise 
Prather, NJHS Advisor and Learning 
Support Teacher.  “It’s a balanced 
combination of things that come 
together under the NJHS umbrella.”

This year, 42 EAMS students are NJHS 
members. They have maintained 
at least a 3.25 GPA with excellent 
school attendance and no discipline 
issues. Backed by letters of 
recommendation, they have served 
the community throughout the year. 
For example, they have spearheaded 
collections for local food banks 
and the Bedford County Humane 
Society. They are also dependable 

volunteers for the Fall Trunk or Treat, 
Christmas Home for the Holidays and 
Read Across America events at Everett 
elementary schools. They recently 
partnered with NHS members and 
the Elementary Student Council to 
collect and organize more than 130 
Baskets for Eli, which were distributed 
to hospitalized children across the 
region.

“The NJHS has taught me that we can 
give back to the community through 

service projects and being active,” said 
8th grader Denae Mobus, Chapter 
Treasurer. “We do projects all year 
long that give the entire school an 
opportunity to donate. It gets everyone 
involved.” 

Nathan Rosenberger, NJHS Advisor and 
Earth and Science Teacher, agreed.

“Students see, firsthand, how their  
efforts can positively impact others,”  
he said.  “It’s all about using our many 
talents to come together to help  
others.” 

“This is an excellent way for students 
to enhance their learning, challenge 
themselves and work as a team,” she 
said. “It’s a positive experience for ev-
eryone involved. I’m so proud to coach 
students who have such enthusiasm 
for learning.”

During Scholastic 
Quiz, teams of four 
compete to an-
swer questions on 
a variety of topics, 
including current 
events, literature, 
geography, math 
and even pop  

culture. To help the EASD teams 
prepare, Ms. Brown encourages them 
to learn about anything that interests 
them.  She also provides reading and 
poetry lists, video links, study sets and 
educational web sites to guide them, 
and hones game and quiz strategies 
during practices.

The Everett teams recently competed 
at the Bedford/Blair County compe-
tition sponsored by the IU08, and at 
the Bedford County Scholastic Quiz 
Tournament, coordinated by EASD.  
The District has hosted this event 
since 2016 with support from faculty 
and community volunteers, including 
English Teacher Ashley Clark,  
Matthew Vollbrecht, Fred Baca and 
Paul Shotts, and area businesses that 
provide donations to offset  
meal costs.

Members of the JV and Varsity Scholastic Quiz teams earned 
first place honors at the Bedford County tournament.

Scholastic Quiz
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Congratulations to the Class of 2019!
n May 24, 106 seniors will 
graduate from EAHS and 
begin the next chapter in their 

lives.  Many plan to continue their 
education at 2- and 4-year colleges 
and universities and trade schools, 
including Penn State, Allegany College of Maryland, 
Susquehanna University and Pennsylvania College 
of Technology. Others have signed on to serve our 
country in the armed forces, including the U.S. Army 
and U.S. Air Force. In addition, several more plan 
to enter the workforce, using the skills they learned 
in the classroom or at Bedford County Technical 
Center in the fields of manufacturing, retail, health 
care or transportation.

We congratulate these young women and men on 
their achievements and extend our best wishes for 
their continued success. Good luck!

Community Rallies  
Around ‘Backpack Project’

 AmeriCorps volunteers Delayne 
Foor and Renee Mantia are pictured 
in front the backpacks that are 
distributed to approximately 40 
elementary students every Friday.

EASD GOAL
2  

EASD GOAL
5  

n 2016, Feeding America, the na-
tion’s largest hunger-relief organiza-
tion, reported that nearly 12 percent 

of Bedford County residents, including 
children, go hungry every day. Hunger 
makes it difficult for children to con-
centrate – and makes their young lives 
hard overall.

Teachers at Everett Elementary re-
cently launched the Backpack Project 
to help ease the strain on children.  
With support from AmeriCorp staff at 
the elementary schools, the communi-
ty-based effort now provides a back-
pack full of weekend meals to roughly 
40 children who attend Everett Ele-
mentary and Breezewood Elementary. 
The backpacks include enough food 
to provide two breakfasts, lunches and 
dinners for each child, as well as two 
snacks and drinks.  Additional food is 

provided if the student has siblings at 
home. 

“The backpacks have foods that the 
children can eat without much prepa-
ration,” said Justin Hillegas, Elementary 
Principal. “But we also try to include 
fresh fruit and ready-to-eat vegetables 
like carrots whenever we can.”

Mr. Hillegas credits the compassionate 
Everett team and a dedicated commu-
nity response for the project’s quick 
success.

“The Everett community is so generous 
and giving,” he said. “We have received 
food and drink donations and financial 
contributions every week from EASD 
staff and families, churches, busi-
nesses and other local organizations. 
We couldn’t do it without their help. 
This kind of support is why we’re truly 
known as the Little Town That Can.”

 
Stocking the Pantry 
Backpack Project organizers welcome single serving donations of items like 
canned soups, microwave mac/cheese, ramen noodles, Hormel meals, mini 
cereal boxes, granola bars, fruit cups and Pop-Tarts. Food donations can be 
dropped off at EAES. Checks can be made payable to EASD – Backpack Project  
and cash donations can also be sent to:

EASD Central Office 
427 East South Street 
Everett, PA 15537 

Thank you for your support.

EASD GOAL
1  

Several members of the Class of 2019 recently traveled to  
Disney World to cap off their Everett experience.
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Our Mission 
Empowerment 
Equality,  
Excellence in Education

Our Vision: 
The Everett Area School District is 
dedicated to excellence in education 
by empowering students through 
individualized learning, equality of 
opportunity and fostering a lifetime  
of success in a global society.

Everett Area School District 
427 East South Street 
Everett, PA 1537
814-652-9114 
www.everettasd.org 

Brew Crew Delivers Satisfaction
EASD 
GOAL

7  

Members of the Brew Crew get ready 
for a morning full of hot beverage 
sales and deliveries. 

he Brew Crew has built quite 
a following since March when 
they started selling coffee, tea 

and hot chocolate to middle and high 
school students and teachers. But 
members are doing more than serving 
hot beverages. They’re also learning 
important skills that will help them 
live and work independently after 
they graduate from high school.

The group, representing students 
from Everett Area, Tussey Mountain, 
Bedford Area and Chestnut Ridge 
High Schools, meets at EAHS every 
other Friday to operate the Brew 
Crew Café. They handle all set-up, 
ordering, delivery, barista, bussing 
and stocking duties, as well as 
financial transactions. In addition 
to strengthening their work skills, 

the Café experience helps Brew 
Crew members enhance their 
communication, teamwork and 
people skills. 

“It’s amazing to see our students 
take such pride in their work,” said 
Emily Hartrampf, Life Skills Teacher. 
“They always come ready and willing 
to help. Their energy is 
contagious.”

Ms. Hartrampf has also 
seen an unexpected 
benefit of the program. 

“It really strengthens 
the school community,” 
she said. “We have the 
opportunity to interact 
with students and staff 
that we may not see on 

a typical day. It’s breaking down 
barriers and building friendships. I’m 
really looking forward to seeing the 
program grow next year.”

T

Chromebook continued                          •  I love that Google Classroom allows 
our students to access multiple 
resources, work cooperatively 
and be reminded of upcoming 
assignments. I truly feel that the 
Chromebooks are helping them 
become more ready for the real 
world–Carrie Hinish, Grades 7 & 8 
Language Arts, EAMS

•  The Chromebooks help me pilot new 
websites and apps in my classroom. 
Based on students’ feedback, I often 
share these resources with other 
teachers.–Jackie Levy, Grade  5 
Reading, EAES

•  Chromebooks have been invaluable 
in helping 8th graders create and 
streamline their online career 
portfolios, and complete career 
inventories and interest and skills 
profiles. 
–Danielle Simpson, Guidance  
Counselor, EAMS

•  Chromebooks provide students 
with equal access to my course 

materials, lesson reviews, and 
enrichment activities. Students can 
track real-time grades, communicate 
using email, and meet assignment 
deadlines at their own pace. If 
Chromebooks ever distract students, 
teachers can use Lightspeed to 
pause and refocus attention to the 
lesson. –Jason Blair, Grades 9-12 
Environmental Science, EAHS

•  Chromebooks are gamechangers 
and represent the most dramatic 
change for the better in my 31 
years of teaching. They are light 
and portable, and you can take 
them into the field to collect and 
enter data, and share findings with 
classmates or a broader scientific 
community. They help engage every 
student.–Genie Kline, Chemistry/
Physics, EAHS

•  Chromebooks help students build 
their reasoning skills by looking 
for patterns and building on their 
prior knowledge. Through Google 
Classroom, students also have a 

new way to collaborate and work 
together on shared documents. 
–Kelly Winegardner, Grades 9-12 
Math, EAHS

•  Classroom technology is a new 
concept for us but it’s quickly 
become part of our daily routine. 
For example, our 2nd graders have 
chosen and read 4,000 books from 
a list we’d never be able to have in-
house. We’re really benefiting from it. 
 –Cathy Clark, Grade 2, 
Breezewood Elementary

In just three years, Chromebooks 
and other technologies have been 
integrated into our curriculum and 
classrooms. 


