
Richmond Hill Middle school
summer reading 2019

Please read the entire novel during the summer.  Your knowledge of the novel will be used

during activities  in Unit 1 of the 2019-2020 school year.

If you  have any questions about which reading assignment to complete for next school year,

please ask your current ELA teacher.

A bizarre chain of events begins

when sixteen un-likely people

gather for the reading of

Samuel W. Westing's will. And

though no one knows why the

eccentric, game-loving

millionaire has chosen a virtual

stranger - and a possible

murderer - to inherit his vast

fortune, one thing's for sure:

Sam Westing may be dead... but

that won't stop him from

playing one last game!

 

 

rising 6th graders

(advanced content only)

The Westing Game

Paul Fisher's family is moving from

Texas to Florida for a number of rea-

sons. The most important one seems to

be so that Paul's older brother Erik can

impress the football scouts at some

major universities. Indeed, most of

what his parents do seems to be part of

what Paul calls "The Great Erik Fisher

Football Dream." It is not that Paul is

jealous. He, too, pos-sesses some

tremendous athletic ability on the

soccer field despite being legally blind.

But Erik is the favored son, indulged by

parents, teachers, coaches, and friends,

even though Paul knows that Erik's

behav-ior is less than perfect. The move

to Tangerine, Florida, might just open

the eyes of everyone in the Fisher

family.

 

 

 

Rising 7th Graders

(Advanced Content only)

tangerine

The Outsiders is about two weeks

in the life of a 14-year-old boy. The

novel tells the story of Ponyboy

Curtis and his struggles with right

and wrong in a society in which

he believes that he is an outsider.

According to Ponyboy, there are

two kinds of people in the world:

greasers and socs. A soc (short for

"social") has money, can get away

with just about anything, and has

an attitude longer than a

limousine. A greaser, on the other

hand, always lives on the outside

and needs to watch his back.

Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's

always been proud of it, even

willing to rumble against a gang

of socs for the sake of his fellow

greasers.

 

rising 8th graders

(8th grade ELA students)

the outsiders

Hyperlink for The Westing
Game

Hyperlink for Tangerine Hyperlink for The Outsiders

http://micms.org/raskin_1978_the_westing_game.pdf
https://www.readingstudios.com/uploads/5/2/4/6/52467441/tangerine-pdf.pdf
http://nisbah.com/summer_reading/the-outsiders_se_hinton.pdf


Richmond Hill Middle school
Rising 8th Graders-Advanced content 

(Students taking 9th grade ELA)

 

 

Choose ONE of the following books:

 
Cold Sassy Tree 

On July 5, 1906, scandal breaks in the small town of Cold Sassy, Georgia, when the proprietor of the general store, E.
Rucker Blakeslee, elopes with Miss Love Simpson. He is barely three weeks a widower, and she is only half his age and a
Yankee to boot. As their marriage inspires a whirlwind of local gossip, fourteen-year-old Will Tweedy suddenly finds himself

eyewitness to a family scandal, and that’s where his adventures begin.
Cold Sassy Tree is the undeniably entertaining and extraordinarily moving account of small-town Southern life in a bygone
era. Brimming with characters who are wise and loony, unimpeachably pious and deliciously irreverent, Olive Ann Burns’s

classic bestseller is a timeless, funny, and resplendent treasure.

The Book Thief 
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The

country is holding its breath. Death
has never been busier, and will be

busier still.
By her brother's graveside, Liesel's
life is changed when she picks up a
single object, partially hidden in the

snow. It is The Gravedigger's
Handbook, left behind there by
accident, and it is her first act of

book thievery. So begins a love affair
with books and words, as Liesel,
with the help of her accordian-

playing foster father, learns to read.
Soon she is stealing books from
Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's
wife's library, wherever there are

books to be found.
But these are dangerous times.

When Liesel's foster family hides a
Jew in their basement, Liesel's world
is both opened up, and closed down.
In superbly crafted writing that burns
with intensity, award-winning author
Markus Zusak has given us one of

the most enduring stories of our
time.

The Pigman 
When sophomores John and

Lorraine played a practical joke a
few months ago on a stranger

named Angelo Pignati, they had no
idea what they were starting.

Virtually overnight, almost against
their will, the two befriended the

lonely old man; it wasn't long before
they were more comfortable in his
house than their own. But now Mr.
Pignati is dead. And for John and

Lorraine, the only way to find peace
is to write down their friend's story -

the story of the Pigman.

Farewell to Manzanar 
Jeanne Wakatsuki was seven years

old in 1942 when her family was
uprooted from their home and sent

to live at Manzanar internment camp
—with 10,000 other Japanese

Americans. Along with searchlight
towers and armed guards, Manzanar

ludicrously featured cheerleaders,
Boy Scouts, sock hops, baton

twirling lessons and a dance band
called the Jive Bombers who would

play any popular song except
the nation's #1 hit: "Don't Fence Me

In."
Farewell to Manzanar is the true
story of one spirited Japanese-

American family's attempt to survive
the indignities of forced detention—
and of a native-born American child
who discovered what it was like to
grow up behind barbed wire in the

United States.


