
 
Safety Committee Meeting 

 
The Safety Committee met Monday, October 17, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room 

of the Municipal Building to discuss the purchase of a new fire engine for the Lyndhurst Fire 
Department.  

 
Present at the meeting were Committee Members Chuck LoPresti and Chairperson Joe 

Gambatese. Committee Member Jeff Price was absent; therefore, Council member David Frey was 
appointed to serve on his behalf during the meeting. Also present were Council Members Steve 
Grushetsky, Lane Schlessel and Joe Marko, Finance Director Mary Kovalchik, Mayor Patrick Ward, 
Law Director John Luskin, Assistant Law Director Ray Schmidlin, Fire Chief Mike Carroll, and 
Assistant Clerk of Council Kelly Miller.  

 
Chairperson Gambatese called the meeting to order with Mayor Ward providing a brief 

background. Mayor Ward aired Cuyahoga County Council received ARPA funds to share with their 
communities. Each interested municipality was able to apply to request funds up to one million 
dollars, for a use that would impact the entire community; the City of Lyndhurst was awarded 
$700,000 toward the purchase of a fire truck. He further explained how Chief Carroll has previously 
requested a new fire engine, referencing back to the 5-year budget plan. 

 
Chief Carroll presented Council with a packet of photos and specifications of the proposed 

fire engine. He stated the current truck is 20 years old and is used on all traffic and fire related calls; 
noting this is a frontline piece of equipment. Chief Carroll mentioned that if approved, the build out 
of the new truck will take 2-3 years.  

 
 Mrs. Kovalchik reported that with the $700,000 from the County already in the bank, the 
remaining balance to be paid by the City would be $273,009. She noted there is $365,000 not yet 
incumbered for 2022; therefore, funds would be available for the purchase if Council should 
approve. She did note that if Council does not approve this purchase for 2022, Chief Carroll will be 
submitting a request on the 2023 Capital Budget.  
 
 Mr. Frey asked Chief Carroll to share details of the new fire engine in comparison with the 
current truck. Chief Carroll stated the new engine would have all the safety and electric updates 
with modern upgrades, while keeping the same footprint. He mentioned several other local Fire 
Departments had to modify their fire stations upon the purchase of larger trucks. Chief Carroll also 
mentioned there would be a separate space for contaminated equipment to keep the cab clean for 
the fire fighters.  
 
 It was moved by Mr. LoPresti, seconded by Mr. Frey, that the committee make 
recommendation to Council to approve the purchase of the new fire engine, in an amount not to 
exceed $973,009.00. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

With no other business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Joseph A. Gambatese, Chairperson 


