
         Lyndhurst, Ohio 

         June 7, 2021 

 

The Council of the City of Lyndhurst held its Regular Meeting on Monday,  

June 7, 2021, at 7:36 P.M., Vice Mayor Lane A. Schlessel, presiding. 

 

Members Present: Council Representatives J. A. Marko, J. Price, J. A. Gambatese,  

S. C. Grushetsky, D. A. Fey, C. A. LoPresti. 

 

Others Present:           P. A. Ward, Mayor; 

J. P. Luskin, Director of Law; 

R. J. Schmidlin, Assistant Director of Law; 

P. A. Rhode, Chief of Police;  

M. J. Carroll, Chief of Fire; 

T. Fioritto, Director of Service; 

J. Maichle, Building Commissioner; 

K. L. Miller, Assistant Clerk of Council. 

 

Absent:  M. A. Kovalchik, Director of Finance. 

 

*NOTE: All those present participated virtually via the Zoom meeting application. The  

meeting was streamed live on the City of Lyndhurst, Ohio Facebook page for public viewing. 

 
 

It was moved by Mr. Grushetsky, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that the reading of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held Monday, May 17, 2021, copies of which were 

distributed to all Members, be dispensed with, and said minutes stand approved as circulated. 

 

The question was put to a voice vote and passed unanimously. 
 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Ward shared the Young at Heart Dance was held 

yesterday. He thanked all those who helped make it a successful event! 

Mayor Ward stated the pool is open, and residents are getting used to the new online 

reservation system. He commented that while the Governor has opened things up, there must be 

proper staffing in order to make operations safe before any changes can be made. 

Mayor Ward thanked everyone who tuned in to the May 17th State of the City Address. 

He remarked how relieved he was at the end that the technology cooperated, he logged off 

without answering any resident questions. The first question submitted was why isn’t the City 

of Lyndhurst ever featured in the Sun Messenger while neighboring communities are made 

prominent? He responded that the city tries not to be in the newspaper; however, when we are, 

we hope it is for something good. The next question was what is the city doing about the deer? 

Mayor Ward commented this is the 6th year of the culling program, and it continues to be 

successful. The deer count showed 323 deer in Lyndhurst, which is 73 deer per square mile; the 

USDA says 12 per square mile is a decent amount.  He mentioned this was the first year South 

Euclid had a program, and the second year for Highland Heights; Beachwood and Richmond 

Heights do not currently have a program. The third question was regarding trees. Mayor Ward 

explained a Tree Canopy Grant was received, with 63 trees already planted in the spring and 

175 trees marked for planting in the fall. The fourth question was about the Cleveland Clinic 

property. Mayor Ward stated the Clinic is not back to their capital projects yet; although he did 

hear there is some new interest in the property.  
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The fifth question was regarding dogs running loose at Schaeffer Park, and why there 

are not any signs. Mayor Ward confirmed there are signs posted at the park now and reminded 

residents of the leash law in Lyndhurst. He stated there have been several incidents lately, with 

one dog being removed from the city for attacking and severely injuring another dog and 

resident. Mayor Ward stated whether on your property or city property, residents must maintain 

control of their pet and keep them on a leash. Also, he noted there is a limit to two dogs per 

household. 

 

Vice Mayor Schlessel also mentioned there has been a lot of trash left in the park, 

specifically at Brainard Park. 

Mayor Ward responded pavilion rental season is approaching and there will be more 

staff in the parks to make sure trash is attended to. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Chairman Schlessel did not have anything to report.  

 

PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS COMMITTEE – Chairman Frey had no report. 

 

ROADS & UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Chairman Grushetsky had no report. 

 

SERVICE & SEWERS COMMITTEE – Chairman Price had no report. 

 

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Chairman Gambatese had no report. 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE – Chairman Marko had no report. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION – Council member LoPresti reported the Commission 

met on June 3rd which included members of the Architectural Board of Review. He stated there 

are 2 recommendations to Council on this Agenda.   

 

SOUTH EUCLID-LYNDHURST BOARD OF EDUCATION – School Board 

member Kathryn Falkenberg delivered the following report: 
Ms. Falkenberg stated the SEL Administration has established summer programs for all 

students in the district to make up for what they may have lost during COVID-19 due to technology 

problems, health issues, and any other unforeseen difficulties. Summer Academy will feature fun and 

interactive activities to help students who are struggling in one area or another. 

She announced the last day of school for students is Wednesday June 9th with the 

graduation ceremony to be held at Korb Field at 6pm. The senior class earned a total of $3.1 

million in scholarships this year; graduates will be heading to schools all over the United States 

and to jobs as well as to the Armed Forces. Senior Gianni Fitch was awarded $1.1 million in 

scholarships, and although he was accepted at Princeton, he has chosen to attend Ohio 

University on a full scholarship.  

Ms. Falkenberg was proud to announce 2 students were awarded scholarships by the 

Stop the Hate committee for their essays; AJ Shorts was the second runner up and received a 

$5,000 scholarship for writing an essay about his personal experience facing racial hatred. 

Lillie Alsheikhtaha was awarded a $1,000 scholarship for her essay on gender stereotypes. She 

noted the essay winners can be heard on the Stop the Hate Contest website, which is an 

initiative of the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage.  

Under the direction of the Brush Art Department Instructor Ms. Hadley Conner, 

students created photographic work during online learning for the Cleveland Photo Fest. Ms. 

Falkenberg stated the virtual photography exhibition can be viewed by visiting 

www.Clevelandphotofest.org. 

http://www.clevelandphotofest.org/
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She remarked how the younger students have benefited from the leadership of varsity 

boys’ basketball coach Chet Mason along with the boys’ and girls’ varsity basketball teams, as 

they created the Little Arcs Basketball Academy for students K-3 in the community. The 60 

spots were filled within the first 24 hours. The program took place on Thursdays from May 20th 

to June 3rd providing skills and fundamentals of basketball. 

Ms. Falkenberg aired the K-3 students are also learning skills on how to cope with the 

isolation and stresses this past year has presented. Mr. Joe Jackson, an SEL Behavior Support 

Specialist and member of the Student Services Center, has led workshops to teach students 

yoga and other relaxation techniques such as controlled breathing.  She explained how this 

coincides with the district wide program called Conscious Discipline, which trains students to 

self-regulate their reactions in times of stress or intense emotions.  

Ms. Falkenberg stated Greenview Intermediate School students are experiencing the 

new interactive technology program called Lü. It features state of the art technology including 

professional grade projectors, a 3-D camera system with lights and audio, these technologies 

work together to provide students with engaging learning experiences combining physical 

movement with cognitive exercises. Principal Corey Russell is using this new program to 

reward good behavior through a daily drawing. Students can participate in line dancing or 

learning games that have them throwing balls at the wall to answer math or grammar problems. 

Ms. Falkenberg commented that students attending the Summer Learning Academy will also be 

able to use this technology, and it will be available in the upcoming school year.  

Finally, she affirmed all the students and staff deserve our appreciation and respect for 

making it through this difficult year. Ms. Falkenberg expressed it is her hope that all will find 

health, joy, and relaxation this summer! 

 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION – PROPERTY OF DISTINCTION AWARD - Mayor 

Ward announced the recipients of the Property of Distinction Awards: 
   

                 • 5281 Ashwood Drive – Deidra and Patricia West 

                 • 1201 Croyden Road – Daniel and Ewa Sirk 

                 • 1938 Aldersgate Drive – Matt and Sharon Weisfeld 

                • 5194 Bridgewater Road – Michael and Cadee Pelyak 

 
 

The floor was opened for public comment with none being heard. Vice Mayor 

Schlessel stated, as outlined in the Pandemic Continuity Plan, any public comment 

relative to items contained in the published meeting Agenda was to be received by the 

Assistant Clerk of Council via email or phone call prior to 6:00pm. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-40 

INTRODUCED BY: ADMINISTRATION  

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 WITH UNITED  

SURVEY, INC. FOR THE 2020 SEWER REHABILITATION PROGRAM AND  

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 

It was moved by Mr. Marko, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that rules set forth under 

Section 123.01 of the Codified Ordinances be suspended, that Ordinance No. 2021-40 be 

placed on third reading for final passage and that it be highlighted. 
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Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel.   

       Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Rules Suspended. 

 

 Ordinance No. 2021-40 was highlighted by Mrs. Miller, with section 4 being read in  

its entirety. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Frey, seconded by Mr. LoPresti, that Ordinance No. 2021-40 

be passed. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel.   

       Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Ordinance No. 2021-40 is passed. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-41 

INTRODUCED BY: ADMINISTRATION  

 

A RESOLUTION RATIFYING AND ADOPTING THE COLLECTIVE  

BARGAINING AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

LYNDHURST, OHIO AND THE LYNDHURST FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, 

LOCAL 1676 OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS, AND 

RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF SAID AGREEMENT BY THE 

MAYOR, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 

It was moved by Mr. Marko, seconded by Mr. Frey, that rules set forth under 

Section 123.01 of the Codified Ordinances be suspended, that Resolution No. 2021-41 

be placed on third reading for final adoption and that it be highlighted. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel.   

       Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Rules Suspended. 

 

 Resolution No. 2021-41 was highlighted by Mrs. Miller, with section 4 being read in its 

entirety. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Frey, seconded by Mr. LoPresti, that Resolution No.  

2021-38 be adopted. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel.   

       Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Resolution No. 2021-41 is adopted. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-42 

INTRODUCED BY: COUNCIL AS A WHOLE  

 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS  

OF COUNCIL FOR THE COUNCIL TERM COMMENCING ON JANUARY 1, 2022,  

AND CONTINUING THEREAFTER   

 

It was moved by Mr. Marko, seconded by Mr. Grushetsky, that rules set forth under 

Section 123.01 of the Codified Ordinances be suspended, that Ordinance No. 2021-42 be 

placed on third reading for final passage and that it be highlighted. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel.   

       Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Rules Suspended. 

 

 Ordinance No. 2021-42 was highlighted by Mrs. Miller, with section 5 being read in  

its entirety. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Marko, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that Ordinance No. 2021-42  

be passed. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel.   

       Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Ordinance No. 2021-42 is passed. 

 

 

Planning Commission Recommendations:  

 

Recommendation made to Council to approve a lot consolidation at 5378 Mayfield  

Road, consolidating PP #714-04-074 into PP# 714-04-016. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Marko, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that Council confirm the  

decision of the Planning Commission. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel. 

          Nays:  None 

Motion carried. 

 

Recommendation made to Council to approve a conceptual plan for proposed additions 

to existing building located at 5378 Mayfield Road. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Marko, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that Council confirm the  

decision of the Planning Commission. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Marko, Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Schlessel. 

          Nays:  None 

Motion carried. 
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It was moved by Mr. Marko, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that the meeting be 

adjourned. 

 

The question was put to a voice vote and passed unanimously. 

 

       Meeting adjourned at 8:02 P.M. 

 

Approved:       July 6, 2021            

 

 

Attest:                                               

 Clerk of Council    Vice Mayor 


