
         Lyndhurst, Ohio 

         February 7, 2022 

 

The Council of the City of Lyndhurst held its Regular Meeting on Monday,  

February 7, 2022 at 7:37 P.M., Council Representative Joseph A. Marko, presiding. 

 

Members Present: Council Representatives J. Price, J. A. Gambatese, S. C. Grushetsky,  

D. A. Frey, C. A. LoPresti. 

 

Others Present:           P. A. Ward, Mayor; 

J. P. Luskin, Director of Law; 

R. J. Schmidlin, Assistant Director of Law; 

P. A. Rhode, Chief of Police;  

M. J. Carroll, Chief of Fire; 

J. Maichle, Building Commissioner; 

T. Fioritto, Director of Service; 

K. L. Miller, Assistant Clerk of Council. 

 

Absent:   Vice Mayor L. A. Schlessel;  

M. A. Kovalchik, Director of Finance. 

 
 

It was moved by Mr. Grushetsky, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that the reading of 

the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held Monday, January 17, 2022, copies of 

which were distributed to all Members, be dispensed with, and said minutes stand approved 

as circulated. 

 

 The question was put to a voice vote and passed with both Mr. Frey and Mr. 

Grushetsky abstaining. 

 

 

Prior to the Oath of Office, Chief Rhode asked the new officer to commit to the 

mission statement and uphold the core values of the Lyndhurst Police Department. 

 

Mayor Ward administered the Oath of Office to new Patrol Officer Victor Lewis. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Ward spoke about the recent snow events beginning 

on MLK Day. He commented how the Service Department has done an excellent job 

keeping up around the city. Mayor Ward said there were a few complaints received 

specifically about the sidewalks not being cleared soon enough or at all. Mayor Ward 

indicated they are looking into new multi-faceted equipment which would help during these 

events. 

  

 Mr. Frey commented one of the issues is the private snowplow contractors are piling 

snow in the general vicinity of the sidewalk and driveway aprons. Regardless of equipment, 

he said there is little that can be done to get through the impacted snow. He inquired whether 

the contractors are advised of city expectations when they apply for a permit, in which 

Mayor Ward responded they are at the time the permit is issued.  
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FINANCE COMMITTEE – Chairman Grushetsky did not have a formal report; 

however, he mentioned the proposed 2022 Capital Budget is actively being reviewed. 

 

PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS COMMITTEE – Chairman Frey stated the 

committee met this evening to discuss capital requests for the 2022 fiscal year. A formal 

report with the approved recommended amounts will be forthcoming.  

 

ROADS & UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Chairman Price stated the minutes of the 

previous meeting have been approved and signed; they are available on the city website. 

 

SERVICE & SEWERS COMMITTEE – Chairman Price said the same thing  

holds true for this committee. The approved minutes are available on the city website. 

 

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Chairman Gambatese stated the committee met this 

evening following the Public, Lands & Buildings committee to discuss capital requests. A 

formal report will be available in the near future. 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE – Chairman Marko had nothing to report. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION – Council member LoPresti stated the commission 

has not met; therefore, he did not have anything to report. 

 

SOUTH EUCLID-LYNDHURST BOARD OF EDUCATION – School Board 

member Cassandra Jones delivered the following report: 

Mrs. Jones aired newly elected board member Ashley King will be at the February 

Council meeting to introduce herself, and she will be in the monthly reporting rotation going 

forward. 

Mrs. Jones announced the students returned to school for both in-person and remote 

learning on Monday, January 18th after the holidays. She commented how they took a pause 

between the Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years holidays which worked in their favor 

with the low number of reported COVID cases. She noted the staff and teachers are 

exhausted, which was also a consideration of taking the extended break.  

Mrs. Jones thanked the community members for their support and flexibility during 

these challenging times. They are trying their best to balance students being off track from 

the aspect of learning pre-pandemic, socialization and behavior, on top of the component of 

the well-being emotionally for the teachers and the staff. With regards to behavioral issues, 

she said they have to remember they are dealing with kids that have not been in mainstream 

socialization for some time. Ms. Jones stated they are working to collaborate with families 

before taking other disciplinary action such as expulsion hearings.  

Mrs. Jones remarked that despite the challenges, SELSD has not experienced the 

shortages like other districts have. With that being said, she commented that many of the 

administrators are facilitating classes.  

Mrs. Jones remarked the district is still fully functioning in the Reopening, Recovery, 

and Revitalization of the school’s process. She mentioned there will be more services 

available for teachers, families, and students as part of the reopening and recovery plan.  

Mrs. Jones reported the school district passed with another clean audit. She also 

mentioned they are aggressively dealing with HB 126; proposing to modify the procedure 

when a school district challenges a property valuation. They have joined efforts vocalizing 

their opposition. 
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Mrs. Jones spoke about the Scholastic Art & Writing program with pride. She said 

the district had sixteen winners in the prestigious writing program, which celebrates its 98th 

anniversary. The students work will be on display in the Cleveland Institute of Art’s 

Reinberger Gallery.  

 

There were no requests for additions to the Agenda. 

 

 

The floor was opened for public comment with none being heard or 

received. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-06 

INTRODUCED BY: ADMINISTRATION 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO 

ACCEPT NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL (NOPEC) 2022 

ENERGIZED COMMUNITY GRANT(S), AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 

It was moved by Mr. Frey, seconded by Mr. LoPresti, that rules set forth under 

Section 123.01 of the Codified Ordinances be suspended, that Ordinance No. 2022-06 be 

placed on third reading for final passage and that it be highlighted. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Marko.   

      Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Rules Suspended. 

 

 Ordinance No. 2022-06 was highlighted by Mrs. Miller, with section 3 being read  

in its entirety. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Frey, seconded by Mr. Price, that Ordinance No. 2022-06  

be passed. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Marko.   

      Nays:  None 

     Motion carried.  

Ordinance No. 2022-06 is passed. 

 

 

It was moved by Mr. Frey, seconded by Mr. Grushetsky, that pursuant to O.R.C. 

121.22 (G)(1), Council adjourn to Executive Session (closed to the public) to discuss 

personnel matters. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Marko. 

          Nays:  None 

     Motion carried. 

      Council adjourned to Executive  

Session at 8:05 P.M. 
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It was moved by Mr. Frey, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that the Executive Session 

of Council recess and Council reconvene in the regular meeting.  

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Price, Gambatese, Grushetsky, Frey, LoPresti, Marko. 

          Nays:  None 

     Motion carried. 

      Council reconvened in a Regular  

Meeting at 8:30 P.M. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Frey, seconded by Mr. Gambatese, that the meeting be 

adjourned. 

 

The question was put to a voice vote and passed unanimously. 

 

       Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

 

Approved:       February 21, 2022                 

 

 

Attest:                                               

 Clerk of Council    Vice Mayor 


