
Service and Sewers Committee 

 
The Service and Sewers Committee met on Monday, March 15, 2021 at 6:45pm via the 

Zoom meeting application to discuss the Alberta Park Estates Flooding Study results and 

remediation options.   

 

Committee members present were Council member Steve Grushetsky, Joe Gambatese, 

and Chairman Jeff Price.  Also present were Council members Joe Marko, David Frey, Lane 

Schlessel and Chuck LoPresti, Mayor Ward, Law Director John Luskin, Assistant Law Director 

Ray Schmidlin, Service Director Tony Fioritto, City Engineer Jeff Filarski, and Assistant Clerk 

of Council Kelly Miller. 

 

Chairman Price called the meeting to order and asked Mayor Ward to provide some 

background on the flooding study. Mayor Ward explained how last year there were several 

reports of flooded basements in the Alberta Park Estates area. At that time, Council 

commissioned a study to find out was happening with these affected homes, which inspired a 

broader study resulting in this meeting. Mr. Price turned the meeting over to the City Engineer to 

explain the results and remediation options. 

 

Mr. Filarski explained that after the Labor Day storm in 2020 and several flooded 

basements, the service department went out checking the manholes and noticed the water levels 

in the sanitary sewers had risen, while the storm sewers had not. This indicated infiltration 

getting into the sanitary sewers system.  

Mr. Filarski prepared and distributed a detailed study to Council members, electronically, 

prior to the meeting. He stated the study was performed to determine the causes of the basement 

flooding and methods to mitigate flooding in the future. The study consists of internal video 

inspection of the sewers and dye testing of properties to determine how the stormwater is 

entering the sanitary sewer system. The results of the study show that 19 of the 32 properties 

tested were sources of the stormwater infiltration and inflow (I&I) to the sanitary sewers. The 

location of the I&I was from deteriorated downspouts around the homes allowing stormwater to 

leak out and enter the sanitary lateral. Mr. Filarski recommends the deteriorated piping be 

repaired in these areas to contain the flow within the downspouts. This will require the property 

owners to fix the issues on their property or the City perform the work. The project cost is 

estimated to be $176,000 or $7975 per home. It is also recommended that backflow preventors 

be installed on the six properties that flooded, which cost is included in the project total. 

 

Mr. Filarski gave a brief explanation of work that had previously been done in this 

subdivision back in 2012 and 2014 to reduce infiltration and inflow by sealing several sanitary 

sewer joints and laterals, which did not extend to individual properties. 

 

Discussion took place regarding liability and how to protect the City when work is being 

performed on private property. Mayor Ward stated the property owners are already aware of the 

study and can opt out of having the work completed by the City; however, they will be required 

to have the work done on their own. Mr. Filarski explained as part of the procedure, the 

contractor will do a preconstruction video around the home to document what it looks like before 

and after. Each homeowner will be required to sign a Temporary Work Agreement Form 

allowing the City’s contractor to come on their property to perform the work and holds the City 

harmless.  Mayor Ward added that the City is taking responsibility to fix a known issue that is 

contributing to the neighborhood, rather than to relocate the problem. 
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It was also discussed whether these homeowners could hold the City responsible for 

damages due to the flooding. Mr. Luskin stated the indemnification is that the City is doing the 

work with respect to the contractor, any continued failure after the work is completed would go 

back to the contractor. Lastly, it was determined the Service Department would assist in the 

project by offering a second camera in the lateral. 

 

Mayor Ward mentioned that the cost of this project is in the capital budget, and unless 

there is objection from the committee, correspondence will be sent to the homeowners and the 

contract will be let. 

 

With no other business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:09 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Price 

Service and Sewers Committee Chairman   

 

 

 


