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 Newsletter 

Notes from the Principal
Dear Families, 
Happy month of May!  Things here at school are very busy and we have 
many special events scheduled for the next few weeks of the school year.  
Please continue to check your child's backpack every day for class 
newsletters, permission slips and announcements.  We will continue our 
focus on learning through the last day of school and students will soon 
begin taking end-of-year assessments.  These assessments will show 
students' growth since they started school in the fall.   

Classroom teachers are beginning the class placement process.  It is always 
the goal of our teachers to create balanced classes taking into account 
student learning styles, academic needs, friendships, the ratio of boys and 
girls, and individualized learning plans.  If you have input that you feel is 
important to the placement of your child, please send me a letter sharing 
your thoughts.  Please keep in mind that we are not able to honor all 
requests for specific teachers, but value the important perspective that you 
can share with us about your child.  All letters about class placement should 
be sent to me by Friday, May 10th.    
    
Lately we have had several reports of vehicles moving too quickly through 
the parking lot after dropping off students in the morning.  Please SLOW 
DOWN when dropping students off at the edge of the sidewalk each 
morning and watch for students walking toward the building!    

The 69th annual Peter Pan Fair is coming right up on 
Saturday, May 18th!  This beloved event sponsored 
by the Helen A. Thompson PTA will take place from 
10:00 - 2:00 and will be a day of FUN for young and 
old!  Join us for the fun including a bounce house, 
dessert cafe, lunch and snack, book sale, raffle, plant 
games and prizes...and MORE! 

                      In the spirit of growing and learning,   

Last week, Johnson Hall sponsored an 
incredible juggler and mime, Michael 
Menes!  Thank you for the wonderful 
performance that was enjoyed by all 

students and staff members!  
    

Pledge of Allegiance Hosts
Thank you Alyaza G., Abriella B., and Lila A. 
from Mrs. Nickerson’s class who used the 
intercom to lead the school in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

 PAGE �1

School Telephone:    724-3930

School Fax Number:  724-3934

Transportation:       582-6663

District Web Page:  msad11.org


School Hours:

8:10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.


As a matter of safety, please do not 
drop students off before 8:10. There 
is no supervision on the playground 
or in classrooms until that time.


Dates to Remember

May
6th: Grade 4 Field Trip to release trout, AM

(Rain date, 7th)
8th: Early release, 12:00 dismissal, no PreK
8th: PTA meeting, 6:00 in library  
10th: K-2 Concert, 2:00 in HTS gym
15th: Grade 2 to L.C. Bates Museum, 8:30 - 1:45
16th: K to Northeast Livestock Expo, 8:30 - 1:30
16th: Theater at Monmouth visits
16th: Budget Public Hearing, 6:00, HS ATM Rm 
18th: Peter Pan Fair, 10:00 - 2:00(Rain date, 6/1)
22nd: Grade 5 band to HS for rehearsal, AM
23rd: Kindergarten Hullaballoo, 2:00
27th: Memorial Day, no school
29th: Grade 5 band to HS for rehearsal, AM
29th: District Band Concert, GAHS gym, 7:00
30th: REACH Showcase,  6:00 - 8:00, GRMS
31st: Grade 4 to Boothbay
31st: District Art Extravaganza, 3:30 - 7:00 at 

GAHS
31st: GRMS PTO 5th Grade Welcome        

Celebration, 5:30 - 7:00
June
4th: Grade 5 to Boston Museum of Science
4th: District Budget Validation Meeting, 6:00 at 

GAHS
5th: Last day of PreK
6th: Title 1 Breakfast
6th: Grade 5 to Portland Sea Dogs
7th: Field Day, 9:00 - 11:30
8th: GAHS Graduation
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PTA News
Peter Pan Fair Raffle Tickets are still available. So many 
fantastic prizes, and many chances to win! If you are in 
need of tickets, please contact Ashley Morency 
at amorency@msad11.org or return your child’s 
permission slip to school. 

Save the date for our Peter Pan Fair, Saturday, May 18th, 
10:00 -2:00!  There will be games, a bounce house, plant 
sale, Police K-9 demonstration, Dessert Cafe, Cake Walk, 
and so much more!
�
We are in need of the following donations:
• Plants for the plant sale. We need seedlings,  bulbs, 

annuals, and perennials. 
• Cakes for our Cake Walk. We are hoping to have 100 

cakes for the Cake Walk. 
• Desserts for the Dessert Cafe. We welcome cookies, 

pies, whoopie pies, full cakes, bars and brownies. 

Please contact us at leavitt87@hotmail.com
or  https://www.facebook.com/groups/HTPT if you are 
able to donate any of these items!

Guidance Notes
Happy Spring! Things are growing and hopefully soon we 
will see some consistent sunshine and warmer 
temperatures. I frequently say (and only half jokingly) that 
I am solar powered. Being outside with nature is so vital 
to my emotional, mental, and physical health; and I am 
not alone. There have been numerous studies over the 
years that show outside time is important for everyone. I 
have fond memories of my childhood- spending much of 
my free time outside playing imagination games, 
exploring and learning about nature, riding my bike, 
building forts, etc. One thing that you can do that will 
create special bonds and memories with your child, and 
help increase his/her overall health, is to plan some 
special outside time. For example, you could go on a 
nature treasure hunt. Create a list together of some things 
you can look for. Two examples I have done with students 
are called a "5 Senses Walk" and a "Rainbow Walk". In 
the 5 Senses Walk we look for things we can see, hear, 
smell, touch, and taste- we are careful with the last two! A 
Rainbow Walk involves looking for things that are each 
color of the rainbow- something red, orange, yellow, 
green, blue, indigo, and violet. You don't have to pick 
anything; you could photograph it, draw it, write it, or 
check it off on a list you have created or found on-line. 
Nature has so much to offer and appreciate. I hope you 
and your family are able to take the time to get out and 
enjoy some "green time" and get a little "vitamin N".

Joan Tourtelotte
("Miss T.")

School Counselor

Spotlight on 
Staff

Interview with 
Ms. Hanley

Grade 4 Teacher

Where did you go to 
school?  I graduated 
from Skowhegan 
High School, UMA, 
UMF, and have my 
Master's in Literacy 
from UNE.

What is your 
favorite book? 
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, by Barbara Kingsolver and 
The Underneath, by Kathi Appelt 

What are your hobbies? I love gardening, camping, 
and spending as much time as possible on Cobbossee 
Lake, year-round. 

What is your favorite food? I love anything fresh out 
of the garden or anything my husband grills, but nothing 
comes before coffee.

What is your favorite thing about working at HT?
I love working with families and children that I have so 
many local connections with as a West Gardiner resident, 
and take pride in being a former HT student myself! We 
have an amazing school community.

Spring Picture Retakes
Life Touch will be offering retakes for students who 
missed Spring Picture Day or who would like photos 
retaken.  Retakes will take place at their studio in 
Gardiner on Friday, May 10th.  You must schedule an 
appointment in advance by calling 582-0515.

Box Tops for Education 
It’s a tie!  Congratulations to Mrs. 
Moore and Mrs. Bannister’s classes 
for collecting the most Box Tops in 
April!  With our Box Tops money, we recently 
purchased playground equipment for students to 
enjoy at recess!  Thank you, and keep clipping over 
the summer months!

Thank you to Hannaford Helps Schools and to 
everyone who contributed their Hannaford 
Helps dollars to our school.  We recently 

received a check for $252.00!
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