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Message from the President
Welcome to Pana Education Foundation’s 7th Annual Newsletter.  

First, I would like to extend a huge thank you to Dennis Ishmael who has served as the Vice 
President of the PEF since our inception.  Dennis was an intricate part of the Foundation. Thank 
you for your dedication to the Foundation and to the Pana School District # 8.   Upon the end of 
Dennis’ term, his son, Josh,  has accepted a position on the Foundation’s Board.  We feel that Josh 
has many great ideas and we welcome Josh Ishmael to the Board!

I would also like to take this moment to recognize Jessie Miller and say thank you for all her hard 
work in creating the Pana Education Foundation’s Newsletter.  She did a great a job with the layout 
and gave the newsletter a professional view.  We wish her success in her new role.  At this time, I 
would like to give a Big Welcome to Amanda Skinner for stepping into this position.  She has 
brought a lot to the table and is very enthusiastic for this new adventure. 

In the 2018-2019 school year, the Pana Education Foundation has aided in providing over 
$8,500.00 to the Mini-Grant program.  The Mini-Grant program continues to add to the technology 
needs of our district in order to keep our students competitive.  I would like to thank our Business 
Sponsors for their donations to this program.  

The PEF looks forward to aiding students preparing and furthering their education, so that they are 
successfully able to “Make a Difference” as they move into the next sector of their lives.

The Board would like to extend a hearty Thank 
You for your past support, as well as your future
support of the Pana Education Foundation.  This 
community pulls together for the support of our 
“Leaders of Tomorrow” and we are very Proud to 
be a part of Pana.  

Thank you,

Rebecca Carter-Beeson
Pana Education Foundation President
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Pictured are board members: Al Stupek, Mark 
Beyers, Tom Morrell, Mike Cothern, Sarah Burris, 
Becky Carter-Beeson, and Josh Ishmael.  

Pana Education Foundation Board
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 Pana Education Foundation Scholarships

The Pana Education Foundation awarded two graduating 
seniors $500 scholarships at the 2018 Commencement. 
These scholarships are annual renewable for four years, 
thus making their total value $2,000. In all, 22 students 
have benefited from the PEF scholarship program and 
$36,000 has been committed to the furthering of their 
college educations.

Pictured are award winners: Jacob Beeson and Lily 
Anderson with PEF President, Rebecca Carter-Beeson.

 Scoring for Education
The Pana Education Foundation has benefited greatly from the strong sponsorship of two of its 
local banks, First National Bank of Pana and Peoples Bank and Trust of Pana, with its annual 
Scoring for Education fundraiser during the winter boys and girls basketball seasons.  

During the 2017-2018 boys and girls basketball 
seasons, 29 three-point shots were made and 
$2,345 was donated to the PEF for the 3-points 
shots made over the course of their regular 
seasons. This brings the 13-year grand total for 
this fundraiser to $47,989. Thank you First 
National Bank of Pana and Peoples Bank and 
Trust of Pana for your continued season and 
specialty game sponsorships of our Scoring for 
Education fundraiser!

Pictured are First National Bank of Pana and Peoples Bank & Trust of Pana Executives, PHS Basketball Coaching 
Staff, PEF President, and participating PHS athletes.

Senior Night 3-point shots
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1:1 Chromebook Program

During the 2018-2019 school year,  contributions from 
local business partners and the Pana Education 
Foundation helped support the expansion of the 1:1 
Chromebook Program for students in grades 6-12.  

This marks the 7th year of the program.  Students use 
the devices in a variety of ways 
such as the creation of stop-
motion videos, narrated online 
presentations and ebooks, and 
student-created study modules 
and diagrams.  The Chromebook 
program has been successful in greater collaboration 
between teachers and students due to the use of 
Google Apps for Education and Google Classroom.

         Mr. Sanders, PHS Biology teacher

“The Chromebooks allow for easy grading without taking a 
bundle of papers home.  Additionally, students get feedback 
quicker that they cannot lose.”

                   Mrs. Henschen, PJHS Special Education teacher

    
     Mrs. Whalen,  PHS Algebra II teacher

“I love having materials accessible to the kids whenever 
and wherever they may be.  I can send out a review, a 
reinforcement lab that students complete on their own, a 
video that reinforces a topic, or a resource a student found 
that might be helpful to the rest of the class.”

Classroom Mini-Grant Program
The Pana Education Foundation announced its 2018 - 
2019 Classroom Mini-Grant winners this past fall.  In 
total, there were 9 applicants who received mini-grant 
awards, comprising  roughly $8,500.  Projects included 
Polynomial Palooza for Algebra II students, M2G and 
Panther Den activities, PLT4M programming for 
Physical Education classes, and Babaloo Music & Fun.  
In addition, students in Mrs. Keeling’s PBL class were 
able to expand their technology for the upcoming I.C.E. 
Box environment at PJHS.

The Classroom Mini-Grant Program began funding 
worthy classroom initiatives during the 2003-2004 
school year.  Over the last 15 years the PEF has funded 
$183,5000 in grant applications.  This has been an 
amazing supplement to our children’s classroom 
educational experience at a time when funding support 
of public schools has been declining at a rapid rate.  

The Pana Education Foundation wishes to thank our 
supporters for their generous contributions that make a 
difference in  our children’s educational future!

“Chromebooks allow students to use Desmos for 
graphing, DeltaMath for extra practice, or Google Forms 
to submit answers.  I can immediately see the students’ 
strengths and weaknesses.”

10:00 pm, Subway donated a portion of their 
proceeds to the Foundation which totaled 
$250. Drive-thru meal fundraisers were held in 
the spring and fall.  Both meals were catered by 
Angelo’s and collectively raised $3,753.

Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make these fundraisers a success!

The Pana Education Foundation sponsored three fundraisers during 2018.  Thank you to Pana
Subway for their fundraiser held on Tuesday, May 15, 2018.  Between the hours of 3:00 pm to

 Pana Education Foundation Fundraisers
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Business Partner Technology Showcase

In the spring of 2018, the Pana Education 
Foundation hosted its 7th Annual Business 
Partner Technology Showcase featuring 
students in elementary, middle, and high 
school.  Mrs. King’s 3rd grade students created 
a Google Slides presentation to showcase the 
advantages of flexible seating in their 
classroom.  PJHS students, as a part of their 
PBL (Project Based Learning) class, detailed 
their plan for a STEM lab, including a roadmap 
for implementation and specific duties and 
benefits that the “I.C.E. Box” will provide to 
staff and students. Several local business 
partners and district administration were in 
attendance.  

Jessica Miller, District Technology Integration 
Specialist, led this annual event showcasing a 
number of projects in the school district. 

Pana Education Foundation Business Partners 2018-2019

     Follow us on Facebook


