
Staples-Motley Activity Center 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

 
Q: Who will own and operate the Activity Center? 

A: The Staples-Motley School District will own and operate the Activity Center.  
 

Q: How wide spread is the use and paid membership of the current Community Center? 
A: The Community Center is heavily utilized by a wide demographic of people. From youth 

swimming lessons to senior meals, fitness center, aquasize, lapswim and dance classes.. 
Pickle ball continues to grow, open swim attracts people from the whole region and many 
others utilize the facility on a walk-in basis. Currently, the Community Center has 190 
members, 33% of which are City of Staples’ residents. Of the 135 individuals that utilize 
punch cards for aquasize and lap swim, 16% are residents of the City of Staples.  There 
are well over 1,000 users a month that aren’t affiliated with an organized activity/program. 
This facility is heavily utilized. 

 
Q: Are there other local entities/organizations contributing to the construction of the new 

Activity Center? 
A:  Lakewood Health System has committed to provide the elevated walking track at a cost 

of up to $1.5 Million. The City of Staples has committed to provide $75,000 per year 
toward the operating costs. First International Bank & Trust has committed to $50,000 
toward the Activity Center. Additional contributions are being sought and these efforts will 
continue after the referendum. 

 
Q: How will the Activity Center be separated from the elementary students?  

A: There will be a wall between the two facilities with a single access point that will be locked 
during school hours. 

 
Q: Accessibility is challenging at the current community center for both very young and 

our senior citizens.  How will accessibility be addressed in the proposed Activity 
Center?  

A: In addition to an “at-grade” entrance, the Activity Center will have wider hallways, an 
elevator and ADA washrooms and locker rooms.  The pool will include a “zero entry” area 
making the entering of the pool an easy walk.  The pool entry area will also be ideal for 
toddler swim lessons which will provide a safe shallow space for our very young to 
become comfortable in the water. 

 
Q: If question two does not pass, will the current Community Center continue to be 

available?  
A: With the deteriorating structure, mechanical issues and lack of ADA accessibility, there 

will be a time in the near future when the City Council will have to make that 
determination. The estimated costs of the necessary equipment and facility 
improvements, if spread over just the City of Staples tax base, makes keeping the building 
open unlikely. It is difficult to justify enormous property tax increases on City of Staples’ 
property owners when the majority of users of the facility do not pay City of Staples’ 
property taxes. 
 



Q: How are the operations of the proposed Activity Center paid for?  
A: The anticipated operating budget is approximately $510,000 per year.  The City of Staples 

and the School District have agreed to contribute $75,000 each to that budget and 
anticipate the difference will come from fees, memberships and other collaboration.   

Q: Will the City of Staples be the only citizen group who will realize a reduced resident 
member fee/daily rate?  

A: No. The Activity Center will belong to ALL residents who live within the school district’s 
boundaries and membership fees/rates will reflect that.  Any visitors from outside the school 
district boundaries will pay a higher fee. 

 
Q: Will the fitness center have 24 hour access?  

A: Yes, keycard access will allow members to utilize the fitness center at any time. 
 
Q: Will the smell of the pool chlorine effect the elementary students?  

A: No. Technology has changed since 1974 related to how pools are ventilated. The Activity 
Center will have its own mechanical systems, separate from the Elementary School. 
Chlorinated air is pulled off the surface of the water and exhausted from the building. 
Additionally, the pool area will have negative pressure, which will draw fresh air in, rather 
than allow chlorinated air out. 

 
Q: Is the pool regulation size for high school competition?  

A: Yes. The pool will be the same size as the current pool at the Community Center with 6 
lanes. Home Swim Meets will still be held. 
  

Q: Will there be an elevator to access the upper level walking track?  
A: Yes. 
 

Q: Will the Elementary cafeteria/commons and food service area be available to the public 
during off school hours?  

A: It is anticipated that the cafeteria/commons, food service/concessions and gymnasium 
spaces will be available for organized activities when not in use by the school. This would 
include tournaments of many kinds. 
 

Q: Will there be an entrance specific for the general public away from the elementary 
school entrance?  

A: Yes. The Activity Center will have its own parking lot and entrance located on the north 
end of the building. 
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