
The Garreston School District 49-4 resolves not to discriminate against anyone because of race, sex, creed, color, national origin, or disability.  Persons seeking information 
or having complaints may contact Mr. Chris Long, MS/HS Principal, Garretson Schools, P.O. Box C, Garretson, SD  57030, Phone 594-3451, or contact Regional Director, 
Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, U.S. Dept. of Education, One Petticoat Lane, 1010 Walnut Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City, MO  64106 Telephone: 
(816)268-0550; FAX: (816)268-0599; Email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov.

SCHOOL BOARD
Shannon Nordstrom, Pres. * Kari Flanagan,VP 
Rachel Hanisch   *  Tony Martens   *   Ruth Sarar

ADMINISTRATION
Guy Johnson, Superintendent 594-3451 ext.300
Chris Long, MS/HS Principal 594-3452 ext. 302
Teresa Johnson, Elem. Principal 594-3453 ext. 303

MEETINGS
The Board of Education meets the second Monday 
of every month in the Library.  All regular meetings 
begin at 5:45 p.m.  Agendas are available in the 
Superintendent’s office on the Friday before any 
meeting. The Garretson Gazette publishes the 
minutes of each meeting.       
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Preschool Happenings
submitted by Mrs. Stacey Anderson

The month of April was busy in the preschool classroom.  To start the 
month we adopted some caterpillars to watch the amazing changes 
they make as they turn into a beautiful butterfly.  We discussed the 
lifecycle of the butterfly and were all very excited when our butterflies 
came out of their chrysalises.  The last two weeks of April we learned 
about the animals we will see at the zoo on our field trip.  The kids 
got a chance to be zookeepers in the dramatic play area and made 
zoo animals in the art area.  During the last weeks of school we will 
be reviewing all of the things we have learned this year.  We will have 
a promotion ceremony & program for our preschoolers on Thursday, 
May 16.  The morning class will be at 9:45 and the afternoon class 
at 2:15.

From the Superintendent
submitted by Mr. Guy Johnson, Supt.

Springtime in the schoolhouse is an interesting time. It always goes faster than we think it will, so 
get ready for a fast ride! It’s that time of year when we begin to really look forward into the details of 
planning for the upcoming school year, and we also look back and recognize the distance we’ve come 
throughout the course of learning and growing through the school year.

We congratulate our graduating seniors! We are proud of the young men and women that you’ve 
become throughout your educational career here in Garretson. We will officially congratulate all of you 
on May 18th at 1:00 PM at our graduation ceremony. We look forward to seeing where each of you will 
end up as you move on to the next stage of your lives.

We offer our heartfelt compliments to two long-time educators who are retiring from the profession. 
Karla Godbey is retiring as our Title I teacher after serving this District for over 30 years. Geof Furness 
is also retiring from the profession. He spent the last 10 years of his professional life teaching and 
coaching in Garretson. Both will be missed, and we wish them the very best as they move on to what’s 
next.

We applaud Alysha Kientopf, who was selected as our Garretson School District American Legion 
Teacher of the Year! We appreciate Ms. K’s commitment to our students and our community. She has 
also been selected as the American Legion District (regional) Teacher of the Year. As a District winner, 
she will be considered for the American Legion State Teacher of the Year at their convention this 
summer. Congratulations to Ms. Kientopf, one of our best!

We look back on many other individual accomplishments - important to students and staff, and recognize 
that these are the learning opportunities that create the “us” of our Garretson Schools. Sometimes, it is 
the struggle itself - to learn, to compete, to grow, that creates the opportunity and shapes who we are. 
We recognize that these moments are important. As we prepare for the next school year, we will do our 
best to fulfill our mission: to prepare every student to meet the challenges of learning, living and leading 
in a changing world. We’ve come a long way, but our best is yet to come!



    

Reading Bridge is a FREE tutoring program which began in Sioux Falls, SD in the 
summer of 2001. Through partnerships with Siouxland Libraries and area schools, 

we have expanded locations for your convenience.

Reading Bridge will take place at Garretson School on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
July 9 – August 1 for students just completing K-5th grade. 

Register at www.readingbridge.org today!!! 

Second Grade Scoop
submitted by Miss Jodi Neugebauer

Spring has sprung! Second graders are getting ready for spring by planting plants and raising animals!  
We have several vegetables and flowers that students planted which are sprouting.  They enjoy watering 
the plants and watching as they grow each day.  

We are also learning about the life cycle and incubated eggs.  The excitement is always high when 
students are anticipating new chicks and 10 chickens 
hatched. Some students even got to see the chick actually 
push out of the egg.  We just set more eggs in the incubator 
so they are once again excited to see them hatch in 21 days!  

While learning about the life cycle we also get a tadpole.  
The students are able to compare the different life cycles as 
they watch the tadpole turn to a frog.  They love feeding the 
tadpole and once the front legs appear we will quit feeding 
it so it can absorb the nutrients of its tail and turn into a frog.  
The process is fun to watch and see how it changes.

We are excited about spring and the new anticipation of baby 
animals, plants, and sun!

http://www.readingbridge.org


High School Science
submitted by Mr. Geof Furness

Hi there from the Science department. In 
Physical Science the students are getting into 
some Pre-Chemistry materials of naming & 
writing formulas. In Biology the students are 
learning about the respiratory & circulatory 
systems. They will be dissecting pigs & owl 
pellets after the chapter is over. In Earth 
Science the students are learning climate not 
only locally, but throughout the world. It has 
been a good year & it is hard to believe it is 
almost over. Thank you, Geof Furness

5th Grade News
submitted by Miss Emily Backer & Mrs. Lisa Danforth

April was a busy month for 5th grade! At the beginning 
of the month, we enjoyed our last days at Starbase. 
The kids had a blast learning about different STEM 
concepts in fun and engaging ways! Students have 
also finished up state testing this month. They have 
worked hard to focus and put forth their best effort 
on these tests. Students are now eager to go on 
their field trip! On April 30th, 5th grade will be going 
to both the West Mall 7 and Good Earth State Park. 
They will be watching a movie at the West Mall in 
the morning and have various activities planned at 
Good Earth State Park in the afternoon—including 
a scavenger hunt! We are looking forward to a great 
rest of our year!

This 2018-2019 school year taught me:
submitted by Mrs. Kayli Coburn

(Done by Middle School and High School students)
· how to type
· how to work hard
· confidence in everything
· how to tie my shoes
· to pay attention and do my best
· how to do pottery
· nursing landscaping for FFA
· how to take better notes in class
· how to make basic foods
· helping my friends
· getting my homework done
· practicing skills so I learn them well
· asking questions
· how to get work done on time
· how to use my iPad for school work
· to be organized
· how to enjoy school
· how to use my voice to text on the iPad
· how to keep walking forward
· how to work with people and push through hard 
times
· how concerned we are about grades
· how much my teachers care about me
· to take things step by step
· how to get to school on time
· if you don’t get your homework done you’ll feel 
guilty
· don’t procrastinate



Active Listening
submitted by Ms. Janie Lundberg

Active (or reflective) listening is an effective tool of communication. One that 
will serve you well as you parent your child and (sooner than you may think) the 
adolescent that child will become. Active listening is the art of observing and 
listening to feelings, then reflecting them back. Active listening does not require that 
you agree with your child’s feelings, but it allows your child to feel connected and 
understood—something all people need—and provides an opportunity to explore 
and clarify those mysterious impulses known as emotions.

Four year old Chrissy ran through the front door, slamming it so forcefully that the 
pictures rattled on the wall, and promptly burst into tears. “Tammy took my ball,” she wailed. “I hate her!” 
Then Chrissy threw herself onto the sofa in a storm of sobs.

Her mom, Diane, looked up from the bills she was paying. Resisting the impulse to scold Chrissy for 
slamming the door, she said quietly, “You seem pretty angry, kiddo.”

Chrissy pondered for a moment. “Mom,” she said plaintively, sniffling a little, “Tammy is bigger than me. 
It isn’t fair for her to take away my stuff.”

″It must be pretty frustrating to be picked on by a big girl,” Diane said, still focusing on reflecting her 
daughter’s feelings. “Yeah. I’m mad,” the little girl said firmly. “I don’t want to play with her anymore.” 
She sat quietly for a moment, watching as Diane put stamps on envelopes. “Mom, can I go play out in 
the backyard?” Diane gave her daughter a hug—and a great deal more.

By simply reflecting back her daughter’s underlying feelings (active listening), Diane refrained from 
lecturing, rescuing, or discounting her daughter’s feelings. She allowed Chrissy the opportunity to 
explore what was going on for her, and in the process, Chrissy discovered a solution to her own 
problem. Some other time, Diane might be able to talk with Chrissy about avoiding future problems—
and perhaps ask her what she could do to express her anger instead of slamming the door.

Diane also showed respect for her daughter’s feelings. Parents often do not agree with (or completely 
understand) their children’s emotions, but active listening does not require you to agree or completely 
understand. It invites children to feel heard and lets them know it’s okay to feel whatever they feel. 
Validating a child’s feelings with love and understanding opens the door for real connection and problem 
solving and works toward building a lifelong relationship of love and trust.

Pretend these statements are made by a child. How would you respond?

· ″No! I won’t take a nap!”

· ″I want a bottle like the baby has.”

· ″I hate going to the doctor.”

· ″Nobody will let me play with them.”

cont. on next page



Some parents try to argue a child out of her feelings in hopes of changing her mind or helping her feel 
better. These attempts may sound like this:

· ″Of course you need your nap—you’ve been up since six. When will you learn that you need to rest?”

· ″Don’t be silly. Only babies use bottles. You’re a big boy now.”

· ″I keep telling you, you have to go to the doctor to feel better.”

· ″Why sweetie, you know you have lots of friends. What about . . .”

Each of these examples may leave the child feeling misunderstood and defensive—with the likely result 
of an argument and frustration for both of you. Active listening might sound like this:

· ″You look disappointed that you have to stop playing with your toys. You were having a lot of fun.”

· ″Sounds like you’re feeling left out in all the fuss over your new baby sister. Is there more you can tell 
me?”

· ″Sometimes I feel a little afraid of going to the doctor, too.”

· ″You seem pretty sad about being ignored by the older kids.”

These responses make no judgments and open the door for children to go further in exploring their 
feelings. Asking “Is there more?” indicates a willingness to listen and may help a child discover deeper, 
buried feelings.

Like most adults, sometimes all children really need is for someone to listen and understand. Active 
listening will help your child learn about his own feelings (and appropriate ways to express them) and 
will help you focus on what’s really important.

                                           From: Positive Discipline for Preschoolers, by Jane Nelsen, Cheryl Erwin, and Roslyn Ann Duffy



Middle School Science News
submitted by Mrs. Julie Mueller

6th Grade 

We received a 4-tier grow cart 
through a grant and we have 
been learning about specialty 
crops.

We chose to grow radishes and 
lettuce as they would reach 
maturity before the end of the 
school year.

Mrs. M brought in Ranch 
dressing and we have had bit of 
salad.

We are now studying about simple machines and we are just beginning another PBL.  Our goal is to 
make carnival games incorporating the 6 simple machines.  Our plan is to invite elementary students 
up to play our games. 

7th Grade

We finally got to the “Murder 
Mystery” where we put our 
knowledge about DNA to work.

We built the DNA strands for 
crime scene, the victim, and 
both suspects.   In the end we 
had to lay out the evidence and 
make an accusation.

Success was found in making 
the right accusation.

We are now working on the trihybrid Punnett Square challenge and then will learn about pedigrees 
before wrapping up our unit on Genetics.

8th Grade

We have been learning about the water cycle. We are also working through labs to teach 
us about groundwater flow and flood control.  
The mortar and pestle came in handy for soil 
preparation.

Our next unit will take us into catastrophic weather events.



Garretson School District Calendar
2019-2020

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 16 New Staff Day 1 2 3 4 1-3 No School ~ Winter Break

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 19 All Staff Inservice/Work Day 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 6 School Resumes
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 20 Open House 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 End of First Semester
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 20-21 Teacher Inservice 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 20 No School ~ Staff Inservice
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 22 First Day of School - Dismiss 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 Staff Inservice - Dismiss @ 1:30

     @ 1:30

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 2 No School ~ Labor Day 1 13 Dismiss @ 1:30 Parent/Teacher
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 18 Staff Inservice - Dismiss @ 1:30 2 3 4 5 6 7 8      Conferences 2:30-8:30

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 30 Coronation 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 No School ~ Staff Inservice
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 17 No School ~ President's Day 
29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 No School ~ Spring Break

 

S M T W T F S 4 Homecoming S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 11 No School ~ Staff Inservice 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 11 Staff Inservice - Dismiss @ 1:30

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 14 No School ~ Native American Day 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 12 End of 3rd Quarter
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 23 Staff Inservice - Dismiss @ 1:30 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 20 No School ~ Spring Break
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 24 End of First Nine Weeks 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
27 28 29 30 31 29 30 31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 4 Dismiss @ 1:30 Parent/Teacher 1 2 3 4 4 Prom

3 4 5 6 7 8 9          Conferences 2:30-8:30 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 10 No School ~ Good Friday
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 8 No School 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 15 Staff Inservice - Dismiss @ 1:30
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 27-29 No School ~ Thanksgiving Break 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 11 Staff Inservice - Dismiss @ 1:30 1 2 6 Staff Inservice - Dismiss @ 1:30
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 23-31 No School ~ Winter Break 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 19 Last Day of School

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 20 Staff Inservice
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 23 Graduation @ 1:00
29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 25 Memorial Day

31

Make Up Days: May 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29 June 1, 2

January 2020August 2019

February 2020

March 2020

September 2019

October 2019

April 2020

May 2020

November 2019

December 2019



6:30 8th Grade 
Transition Meeting in 
the Old Gym
7:30 Dual Credit 
Meeting 

Pre-K Promotion and 
Family Day 9:45/2:15

11:00 Region 3A Track 
Meet at Home

12:30 JH Golf: Big 
East Conference 
Tournament at Home

2:30 Track at Dell 
Rapids

3:00 JH Big East 
Conference Track at 
Parker: 

7:00 FFA Banquet

9:00 McCook 
Central-Montrose Golf   
Meet at Salem
11:00 JH Golf at Dell 
Rapids

9:00 Golf: Sioux Valley 
Invitational at Volga

5:45 School Board 
Meeting 

7:00 MS/HS Vocal 
Music Concert

8:00 Pre-Region Golf 
at Mitchell

8:30 Graduation 
Practice

GRADUATION
1:00 in the New Gym

9:00-12:00 Spring 
Physicals 

8:00 Region 3B 
Golf Tournament at 
Mitchell

9:00-12:00 Spring 
Physicals

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday SaturdayThursday

 

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 2.0 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

9:00 State A Track 
Meet at Sioux Falls

2:00 Big East 
Conference Track Meet 
at Parker

Bookmobile

8:00 5th-8th 
Grade Band Solo                 

Contest 

9:30 Track: Parker 
Invitational 

29 30

7:00 K-5 Music 
Concert

3:00 JH Track at 
Chester

8:15 Kindergarten 
Round Up- NO 
KINDERGARTEN 
CLASS

9:00 Varsity Big East 
Golf Tournament at 
Volga

Track: Howard Wood Dakota Relays at Sioux Falls

     June 3th-4th State B Golf Tournament at Mitchell
     
      First Day of School: August 22nd 

     Homecoming Week: September 30th - October 4th

10:00 JV Golf @ 
Chester 

Drivers Education May 28 - May 31 8:00-3:00

9:30 State A Track 
Meet at Tea

9:00 Varsity Golf: 
Dell Rapids St. Mary’s 
Invite at Dell Rapids

1:30 Early Dismissal: 
Teacher Inservice

31 1

7:00 Football 
Cheerleading Tryouts


