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Information, Recognitions, and Celebrations 
 
 

From the Superintendent 
 
RSU 12 is on the verge of fully funding without grant funds a comprehensive districtwide Preschool 
Program which runs five full days a week with transportation. The RSU 12 PreK program is a unique 
educational opportunity for our students. The program uses researched-based curricula by educators who 
have been highly trained with extensive funding from the Federal PreK Expansion Grant. RSU 12 is very 
fortunate to have such a successful program to support our youngest learners. The fiscal year 2020 budget 
proposes the complete funding of the PreK program since the federal grant is ending. The RSU 12 PreK 
program is a collaborative effort with Headstart. This collaboration means that the program runs very 
efficiently and is funded exclusively with annual reimbursement from state subsidy and Headstart federal 
dollars. By combining funds from various sources including Headstart Federal funds and Maine education 
reimbursement subsidy funds, we are able to offer a highly effective, innovative program that is also 
cost-effective. We look forward to continuing to provide this important educational opportunity for our 
4-year olds at no local cost to taxpayers. 
 
There is solid research that says this type of quality early childhood programming will help students in the 
long run. Here is a quote from one of the studies: “Most long-term PreK research has focused on whether 
program effects fade out over time or produce lasting benefits for participants. Three major longitudinal 
studies which began in the 1960s and 1970s—the High/Scope Perry Preschool Project, the Chicago Parent 
Centers, and the Abecedarian Project—show demonstrably positive effects of quality PreK on the future 
lives of young children. These projects remain relevant since they tracked the short- and long-term progress 
of participants, including one study that followed former program participants and a control group through 
age forty.” 
 
Curriculum and Technology Report 
The Superintendent and the Director of Curriculum and Technology continue to facilitate ongoing 
professional development to staff at each of our district’s schools.  Some of these sessions focus on the 
development of mathematical thinking and concepts in young learners and strategies for supporting this 
development.  Others focus on increasing the alignment of our instructional and assessment practices with 
our beliefs about learning.  These latter sessions involve identifying practices that are inconsistent with our 
beliefs and collaborating to identify ways to increase alignment.  
 
On Saturday, April 27, educators from RSU 12 attended a 3-D printing symposium in Portland put on, in 
part, by the Perloffs.  RSU 12 has 3-D printers in every one of our schools in large part due to a generous 
donation by the Perloff Family Foundation.  The symposium provided an opportunity for educators from 
across Maine to share ideas about how to use 3-D printers to foster curiosity and advance understanding in 
multiple content areas and at a variety of age ranges. 
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Westport Island Student Count Information 
 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Grand 
Total 

9-12 Boothbay-Boothbay 
Hbr CSD             1  1 

9-12 Brunswick School 
Department              1 1 

9-12 Lincoln Academy           2 2   4 

9-12 RSU 01              1 1 

9-12 Watershed School            1   1 
9-12 Wiscasset School 
Department            4 2 2 8 

K-8 Boothbay-Boothbay Hbr 
CSD    1      1     2 

K-8 Center for Teaching and 
Learning  1 1 1 1  1 1 1 2     9 

K-8 Chewonki Semester 
School         1      1 

K-8 Damariscotta 
Montessori School          1     1 

K-8 Edgecomb School 
Department 2    1 1  2       6 

K-8 Great Salt Bay CSD  1    1 1 1 2 1     7 

K-8 Juniper Hill School   1  1          2 

K-8 RSU 01       1 1   1    3 

K-8 RSU 51/MSAD 51      1         1 

K-8 Wiscasset School 
Department  2  3 2  2 1 1 1 1    13 

Grand Total 2 4 2 5 5 3 5 6 5 6 4 7 3 4 61 

 
 
Alna Student Count Information 
 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Grand 
Total 

9-12 Boothbay-Boothbay Hbr 
CSD             1  1 

9-12 Lincoln Academy           8 1 2 5 16 

9-12 Waynflete School             1  1 
9-12 Wiscasset School 
Department           1 2 2 1 6 

Chelsea Elementary School     1  1 1       3 
K-8 Boothbay-Boothbay Hbr 
CSD         1  1    2 

K-8 Brunswick School 
Department         1 1     2 

K-8 Center for Teaching and  2 2 4 2 2 1 4  1     18 
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Learning 
K-8 Chewonki Semester 
School      1 1 1 1      4 

K-8 Damariscotta Montessori 
School  2 1  2  1 1       7 

K-8 Edgecomb School 
Department 2 1 2  1    1      7 

K-8 Great Salt Bay CSD    2 3 1 3 4 3 1     17 

K-8 Juniper Hill School  2 1 5 2 2         12 

K-8 North Yarmouth Academy         1      1 

K-8 RSU 01       1  1      2 
K-8 Sheepscot Valley 
Children's House  1             1 

K-8 Wiscasset School 
Department   1  1 2 1 2 2 2     11 

Whitefield Elementary School  1    1         2 

Grand Total 2 9 7 11 12 9 9 13 11 5 10 3 6 6 113 

 
 
 
Somerville Student Count Information 
 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Grand 

Total 

9-12 Augusta Public Schools            1   1 

9-12 Erskine Academy           6 4 2 3 15 

9-12 Lincoln Academy            2   2 

9-12 Watershed School           2    2 

9-12 Wiscasset School 

Department 
          1  1 2 4 

Chelsea Elementary School     1  1  1      3 

K-8 RSU 40/MSAD 40           1    1 

Palermo Consolidated School        1 1 1     3 

Somerville Elementary School 4              4 

Windsor Elementary School  6 7 2 4 4 4 9 4 4     44 

Grand Total 4 6 7 2 5 4 5 10 6 5 10 7 3 5 79 
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Chelsea Elementary School Report 
 

 
Ms. Stacey and Ms. Page Clark are the State 
Champions 
 
 
Congratulations to these two who won the regional 
and state competition for the Farm to School Cookoff. 
We are so proud of them both. When Ms. Stacey and 
Paige returned to school, the students lined the 
hallways and cheered them on. 
 
 
 
 

 
At the beginning of the school year several staff 
members reached out to their friends on social media, 
asking them to sponsor students for a program through 
Scholastic. Classroom teachers, who participated, had 
enough sponsors so that every student in their 
classrooms would receive one new book each month of 
the school year for free. The amount of people who 
came forward could have supported several schools, 
but we kept the limit to only the number of students in 
those grades. This is a picture of Mrs. Beeckel’s 
kindergarten learners enjoying their book of the month. 
They thought it was pretty cute that it looked like the 
book’s face on their bodies.  
 
 
A couple of months ago the school PBIS team, decided to start a school PRIDE store in hopes that students 
would look at PRIDE cards as more rewarding. Prizes included small toys, recess with a teacher, cooking 
with the principal, extra recess and time with ms. Kim. Some of the prizes only cost $5-$25 and others 
could cost as much as $75. One such prize was cooking with the principal for $75. These two kindergarten 
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girls saved their PRIDE dollars for several weeks to cook with the principal. On this day these two girls 
made unicorn cupcakes and I think ate and wore more frosting then went on the cupcake. There are 4 more 
who now have enough dollars and are ready to cook.  
 

 
 
 
Third graders from Stacy’s DelGallo’s class won pride 
card drawings to go and work in kindergarten.  

 
 
Mrs. Kimberly Merrill had a special math problem for her grade 7 
students before break. What portion of the pizza is NOT covered 
with pepperoni? Pizza was only served after every student could 
find the answer. 
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Our very own Vanessa (worked for RSU 12-Chelsea) of Eco ME presented to all classrooms over a two day 
period. Students were taught about recycling and what that means to the environment. Vanessa Berry works 
at EcoMaine as an Educator. She was a resident of Chelsea, attended 
Elementary school in Chelsea and even worked a few years in the new 

Chelsea Elementary School 
building. Ecomaine is a 
non-profit waste 
management organization 
serving more than 70 
communities, Chelsea 
included. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Whitefield Elementary School Report 
The WHES Celebration of Learning will take place on the evening of May 2nd and has three components to 
our program.  First and foremost students and teachers will be on hand to showcase student work and 
programs utilized here to amplify student growth in all core academic areas.  This part of the program will 
run from 5:30-6:00 PM.  At 6:00 PM, students, parents and staff will be invited to our cafeteria to 
participate in a Tasting Opportunity sponsored by our School Nutrition Department.  A variety of foods 
typically offered to students here will be available to try.  Many changes and improvements have been made 
in the types and quality of foods offered in schools and we want to provide an opportunity for everyone 
interested to sample from these new offerings.  Finally, starting at 6:30 PM in the WHES Gym, we will hold 
a roundtable on Restorative Practices.  This program will be lead by George Conant who is a consultant on 
Restorative Practices, working with several schools in the RSU.  He will provide a brief overview of the 
foundations of Restorative Practices in schools and lead an actual circle with some WHES students.  Our 
aim with this is to increase parents’ knowledge base in Restorative Practices as well as providing a model of 
one of the essential elements of the process. 
 
The month of May also brings about the WHES Day of Caring.  On May 24th, all students and staff (as well 
as a number of parents and volunteers) participate in a community “give back” day in which groups work 
both around our campus and within the community doing public service projects.  Students plant pumpkins 
in a community garden that get harvested in the fall, groups will do yard work for elderly or house-bound 
residents, other student groups will be doing trail clean up and many other community projects get 
addressed during this very special day.  This is the 5th year WHES will be holding the Day of Caring. 
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Palermo Consolidated School Report 
 
Prior to vacation, our 8th grade students visited the Holocaust Museum in Augusta.  This trip 
supported the WWII social studies curriculum. Students have learned about aspects of war, societal 
pressures that influence war, and the impact of this war.  Students reported being amazed by how 
some people were able to escape such awful conditions.  Our students show such compassion for 
those who have suffered.  
 

 
 
Despite the snowstorm, the Palermo families packed the house 
to come see the kid’s education fair projects.  Each class had a 
theme and kids worked hard on their reports and presentations. 
Many of the projects had moving parts and hands on 
experiences.  Diane Carrillo worked with staff and students to 
design props with the 3D printer.  They will be great momentos 
for their hard work.  The students were so supportive of each 
others projects and we were so proud! 
 

Kathy Hollicker is providing the kids with creative ways to work on fluency, character 
development, building elements of a story and understanding writing styles.  Our seventh grade 
ELA class putting on a play based on the story James and the Giant Peach.  The collaboration and 
teamwork is amazing.   The kids are designing and building the props as well as practicing their 
lines and acting.  The play will be presented to the whole school when they are ready.  
 
 
 
Windsor Elementary School Report 

 
Windsor eighth graders are studying major art styles of the 21 century with art 
teacher Genevieve Keller. For their lesson on 'Pop Art' they created these fun 
self-portraits. Pop Art was an art style that used 'popular images' for its subject 
matter. 
 
The week before school vacations can be stressful to students, as many find the 
routine and caring adults extremely comforting and predictable.  Staff at Windsor 
Elementary are well aware of this, and went to great lengths to make that week 
enjoyable while still challenging our students to continue their learning journeys. 
The middle school teachers provided 
hands-on experiences that students were 

able to choose from.  Activities included Dutch oven cooking, glass 
etching, string art, and dying book covers.  Several more activities 
were offered.  The fifth grade team created a scavenger hunt in 
which students had to find eggs hidden around the building.  On the 
back of the eggs were QR codes that, when scanned, revealed a 
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poem.  Student pairs practiced reading the poem fluently from their iPads before moving on the find the 
next egg!  
     Students completed the Reading, Writing, and Math portion of the MEAs recently.  Next, our fifth and 

eighth graders will be taking the Science MEAs.  
 
 
     Staff were greeted at school 
with two fun surprises after 
vacation.  The Whitefield Lions 
Club generously donated boxes 
of school supplies to teachers in 
grades K-4.  What a wonderful 
way to show their appreciation 
for all the hard work teachers do! 
Additionally, teachers were 
greeted on Monday morning 

with “ORANGE you glad spring is here?” and a message to 
finish the year strong.  Orange snacks and drinks were 
provided.  
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