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   There is always a lot going on at 

Cedar Bluffs Public schools, but 

this time of year, things really get 

busy!  

   ~April 29th, Mrs.Chrisman is 

taking a bus load of students to go 

see North Bend’s production of 

Newsies, in order to support them 

in their flood relief efforts. Sign 

Up outside her classroom if you 

want to go!  

  ~On May 2nd, come listen to the 

elementary sing their hearts out at 

their spring concert starting at 

6pm.  

   ~Next,  is a very exciting day for 

the seniors because on May 3rd it 

is their last day of high school! 

   ~The Booster Sponsored Athlet-

ic Banquet is also on May 3rd, 

starting at 6pm. Get your tickets! 

   ~The Academic and Fine Art 

Awards night is on the 7th of May 

starting at 7pm and prior to that is 

the Senior Dinner beginning at 6 

pm. See Mr. Brousek for infor-

mation on the Senior Dinner.  

   ~On May 9th, the Middle School 

One Act performance and Talent 

Show will start at 6 pm in the 

school gym. Everyone is Invited!  
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World News: Notre Dame   

the first Star Wars – A New 

Hope. 

6. Which is your favorite 

School activity to coach, 

Speech or Drama? My favorite 

school activity to coach is March-

ing/Pep Band.  If I had to choose 

between Speech and Drama I 

would pick Drama. I love creat-

ing a play, the costuming and the 

sets. 

7. Who is your favorite actor or 

actress? My favorite actor right 

now is Benedict Cumberbatch. 

My all-time favorite actor is Har-

rison Ford. 

8. Where do you see yourself 

ten years from now? I hope that 

in ten years I still love what I am 

doing and will still be teaching 

Music. 

9. What genre of music is the 

best in your opinion? I love all 

types of music with the exception 

of Rap. 

10. How long have you been a 

teacher at Cedar Bluffs? I have 

been teaching at Cedar Bluffs 

since August 2010. Before Cedar 

Bluffs I taught at Bertrand Com-

munity school for seven years.   

~Saturday, May 11th, 

is the 2019 Gradua-

tion Ceremony beginning at 2 pm, 

also in the School Gym.  

   ~On May 15th, the National 

Honor Society teams with FBLA 

to host a Blood Drive at the Audi-

torium (see page 2 for more info!) 

    ~Also on May 15th, Upcoming 

Freshman & Sophomores will 

have registration night. Parents 

and students are encouraged to 

attend to make sure they get in the 

classes they want!  

   ~On May 16th, Upcoming Jun-

iors & Seniors will have their reg-

istration night and will learn 

about optional online courses that 

are available through Metro and 

Southeast community colleges. 

Students will also choose their 

electives on this evening. Parents 

are encouraged to attend!  

   ~The Last Day of School is on 

May 22nd, with a 1:30 pm dis-

missal. Yearbooks will be handed 

out on this day! For only $35 dol-

lars, make sure to get yours or-

dered by May 1st!  

   Check the school website and 

Facebook Pages for more Updates 

on these Events!  

 

 www.cedarblufsschools.org 

Upcoming Events  

Staff Spotlight: Mrs. Kotschwar 
11. When did you real-

ize that teaching is what 

you were going to do? 

My family is full of 

teachers, so I knew that I 

wanted to be a teacher when I was a 

kid. After High school I went to col-

lege for a couple years and didn’t 

like what I was doing so I took a 

break.  I got married, had Tony and 

worked for Pizza Hut as a shift man-

ager.  One day I went to see Sister 

Act 2 and there was a line in the 

movie. “If you wake up in the morn-

ing and all you can think about is 

Music, then you need to be doing 

Music” It was at that moment that I 

realized I needed to go back to 

school and become a Music Teacher. 

 

12. What is your biggest pet 

peeve? At the moment, my biggest 

pet peeve would be that my neigh-

bors park in front of our house in-

stead of theirs. My biggest pet peeve 

at school would be when kids say 

they don’t have enough time for 

band because they are too busy with 

sports so they quit band.  I have had 

several athletes in my teaching ca-

reer who participated in band and 

sports that were successful through-

out their whole high school career.  

By Hunter Polen 

1. What do you like to do in 

your free time? In my free time, 

I do crafts and I crochet blankets. 

I create signs with my Circuit, 

repurpose wine bottles, create fun 

crafts with odds and ends I find. I 

also enjoy spending time with my 

family camping and fishing in the 

summer. 

2 Besides a teacher, what was 

your plan for the future? Being 

a teacher was always what I 

wanted to do when I grew up.  I 

love helping and teaching stu-

dents. I thought about being a 

psychologist but decided I would 

enjoying teaching much more. 

3. What is your favorite food, 

what comes in second? My fa-

vorite food is homemade pizza 

with movie theater popcorn com-

ing in second. 

4. What is your favorite drink, 

what comes in second? My Fa-

vorite drink is Scooter’s Vanilla 

Carmel Frappuccino frozen cof-

fee, I also enjoy ice tea. 

5. What is your favorite movie?

My favorite movie series is Star 

Wars and my favorite movie is 

 

By Kylie Pitt    

   On, April 15th 2019 the Notre 

Dame Cathedral caught on fire. 

The cathedral is located on a 

small island named Ile De La 

Cite. The actual building of the 

Notre Dame took place over the 

course of 200 years. The building 

started in 1163 and was finally 

completed in 1345. They have 

decided to rebuild the historical 

landmark. Possible thunderstorms 

have threatened the cathedral.      

manuel Macron, the French presi-

dent has vowed for the rebuilding to 

take place in the next 5 years, just in 

time for the Olympics in 2024. 

While the rebuilding takes place, 

they are going to have a temporary 

cathedral in the square outside of the 

Notre Dame for catholic services to 

continue taking place. The prime 

minister has suggested holding a 

world wide competition for the de-

signs for the new spire to replace the 

19th century designs. 

   Officials fear that heavy rainfall 

could damage the already 

“destroyed” ancient cathedral 

even more. There was fear that 

the building would have been 

burned beyond repair in the fiery 

blaze, but with the work of fire-

men they managed to save as 

much of the landmark as possible 

and are still working to stabilize 

the remains of the structure.  

   Officials say the actual cause of 

the fire was a short circuit. Em-

Dear Younger Classmen, 

   After four years of high school, 

we have learned a lot and we 

wanted to leave you with some 

advice. First, in order to get good 

grades, you have to finish your 

homework! If there is one thing 

you get out of this letter, it is that 

you need to do your homework!   

   Also, study for every test and 

don’t goof around in class, and 

here is why...when it comes to 

your Senior year you’re going to 

want to get scholarships.   

   To get good scholarships, you 

need a good GPA. You might do 

sports, and think you’ll get a 

scholarship for the sport you love, 

but to get that scholarship you 

must maintain a certain GPA!  

   Also, if you love doing sports 

you have to keep your grades up 

or you will sit on the bench the 

whole season! Go beyond sports, 

try out for Drama, who knows you 

might be good at acting! Join 

FBLA or Robotics, just TRY to 

Step Out of Your Comfort Zone!  

   One last thing is to Not be a Fol-

lower, Be Yourself,  and if other 

people don’t like it then oh well. 

You Do You, Boo Boo! 

A Senior  
Farewell  



 
 Putting Kids First 

Fostering an atmosphere of Teaching and Learning 
Developing a Culture of High Expectations 

 

        Cedar Bluffs Public School 
           Superintendent’s Corner 

          April 2019 
 

  

Dear Cedar Bluffs Community, 
 

          As we come to the end of our school year, April is tax time. For a school there are only two times a 

year, April and September, that we draw a majority of our tax asking. For the 2018-2019 school year the 

school asked for roughly $3,434,630 which was about a $1.10 cent levy. The levy is down roughly five 

cents from the previous year and about $150,000 less in tax asking. We were able to do this because of 

the early retirement buy outs we made last year that saw 4 teachers with a combined 120 plus years of 

experience leave our district resulting in lower expenses overall in staff wages. Furthermore, our school 

gets about $165,000 per month in State Aid. In all, our resources for the year equal about $5,400,000 

million. 
 

          Each month the school pays roughly $320,000 in salaries and benefits to our 68 staff members and 

our monthly bills are around $120,000. A good majority of our bills are for set amounts for Special 

Education Services, textbooks, supplies for students and staff, and technology, all things that we know 

what they will cost before we order them. Then, there are things like water, gas, sewer and electricity that 

fluctuate with the needs of the month.  Over the course of the year, that is roughly $5,200,000 million. If 

80% of the school’s income only comes in two months throughout the year, that means that we have to 

stretch our resources between those months.  
 

          The difference between what we have, and what we require, for the operation of the school is 

around $200,000 which is what we are required to pay per year for our bonds. The school has roughly 

three bonds, or loans, that we are currently paying on. One was for the new roof in 2014 that we installed 

because it was leaking, and one was for the removal of asbestos in 2015. Both of these loans were for 10 

years and were roughly around $400,000 each. The other loan was through a joint effort with the Village 

of Cedar Bluffs called the JPA. This loan was taken out to allow us to build and grow as a school, as well, 

invest in improvement projects in our village. The school’s long-term plan of helping to improve the 

village was to attract new families, new businesses, and expand our tax base so the burden could be 

shared by more people and more businesses. In recent years, we have seen a spike in home values in 

Cedar Bluffs, but not yet have we seen the expansion of business or new home growth in the area. Efforts 

are being made by the school to continue to work with the village to make additional improvements and a 

new economic development board is being developed to support expansion in Cedar Bluffs. 

Harlan Ptomey 
402-628-2080 

hptomey@esu2.org 
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There’s No Time Like Tee Time 
By Megan Nielsen 

   The boys golf team has now 

reached the middle of their 2019 

spring season. With only four 

meets left before the district com-

petition, they are working hard to 

perfect their golf game.  

   The team practices every even-

ing after school at the Valley 

View Golf Course and they also 

use the old driving range down 

below to find the average distance 

they are able to hit the ball with 

all the different clubs.  

   There have been many ups and 

downs and conflicts throughout 

the season so far, however, Coach 

Hegy is looking forward to the 

time they have left this season. 

With only a few meets left this 

season, your chances to come sup-

By Kelci Martens 

   For Juniors, one of the most 

stressful times can be during ACT 

testing. The whole junior class 

took the ACT on April 2nd in Mrs. 

Chrisman’s room.  

   Many juniors said that the ACT 

wasn’t too difficult as many had 

already taken the pre-act freshman 

year. “I felt like the ACT went 

pretty ok. The Pre-ACT was hard-

er in my opinion because we were 

younger and didn’t know as 

much.” said Junior Grant Pleskac.  

   The whole junior class was pro-

vided breakfast due to the timing 

of the ACT. The test took place 

from first block all the way to 

lunch. Some Juniors said that it 

felt like time went by super-fast. 

Although some juniors said that it 

felt like the testing took forever.    

   Almost all the tests took around 

45 minutes, and after the 3rd test 

the class was given a fifteen-

minute break to do as they please. 

Overall most would say the ACT 

went very well! Scores should be 

released sometime this spring!  

ACT Recap 
port your wildcat golfers is dwin-

dling down. Some of the upcom-

ing opportunities you have in-

clude; April 26th, starting at 9:00 

am at the Fremont Country Club, 

April 30th, starting at 10:00 am at 

Grandpa’s Woods Golf Course 

and May 9th, beginning at 10:00 

am in Tekameh-Herman.  

   The district and state competi-

tions are also quickly approach-

ing. This year, the district meet is 

being held on May 13th at the In-

dian Trails Country Club in 

Beemer. The state competition is 

being held on May 21st through 

May 22nd in North Platte, Nebras-

ka. We wish the boy golfers the 

best of luck on the rest of their 

season and hope to see some of 

them in North Platte!   

Page 2            Activities     April 26th, 2019 

By Karissa  

Adams 

   The track 

team has been 

improving this 

season! The team went to the DC 

West Invitational on April 5th. The 

girls team placed fifth with 42 

points. The boys team placed ninth 

with a total of 9 points. On April 9th 

the team traveled to Bancroft-

Rosaile-Lyons-Decatur. Our team 

performed well and had plenty of 

competition. The girls team placed 

seventh out of thirteen and had a 

total of 43 points.  

   The boys team ninth out of thir-

teen and had a total of 15 points. 

The team traveled on the 16th to 

Wisner-Pilger for a late meet. The 

girls had a total of 29.5 points and 

placed 7th. The boys team had 12th  

points and placed 8th.  

   The team is working hard to get 

ready for Conference, Districts, and 

the Cedar Bluffs Invitational. The 

season is almost over but the work 

doesn’t stop until our last time to-

gether. The team has come a very 

long way since the first meet.  

   The coaches continue push every-

one to be better than ever. Team 

Captains have also been pushing 

their teammates to work hard and 

push themselves to their fullest po-

tential every practice.  

   Please continue to support your 

Wildcat Runners, Jumpers, and 

Throwers as they compete at Con-

ference, Districts, and the Home 

Track Meet at DC West on April 

30th.  

Track in Full 

Swing 

By Grace Williams  

   The Cedar Bluffs FBLA Chap-

ter headed to Omaha, Nebraska 

on April 4th to attend this years 

State Leadership Conference. 

Although having some compli-

cations due to their hotel burning 

down, the students made the stay 

at their new hotel a good one. 

According to Skylar Shanahan, 

the best part of SLC for her was 

the biscuits and gravy at the Su-

per 8, “they slapped” she says.      

  Other than good food, there 

were also some academic suc-

cesses throughout the group. Sa-

rah Rhoads received an honora-

ble mention in the Health Ad-

ministration. Grace Williams 

also qualified for Nationals in 

the Business Law test placing 

third.  

   Grace plans 

to attend the 

National Leadership Conference 

in San Antonio and compete for a 

national placing. The NLC begins 

on June 28th and ends on July 2nd. 

We wish Grace the best of luck 

taking the Business Law test at 

NLC!  

   Also, as FBLA winds down, 

members are still applying them-

selves and providing volunteer 

work in a multitude of ways. 

From volunteering time at food 

banks to hosting a blood drive.  

   The Blood Drive is scheduled 

for May 15th at the Cedar Bluffs 

Auditorium! Sign Up Online at          

redrossblood.org  or call  

1-800-

RED 

CROSS  

FBLA: From SLC to NLC 

A Glimpse into Future Careers  
By Monica Johnson  

   On April 17th,  through the help 

of Mrs. Chrisman and many pro-

fessionals, students were able to 

visit many sessions of different 

careers. These sessions were 

available for middle and high 

school students. The range of ca-

reers was very large. There was a 

nurse, a crime scene investigator, 

a counselor, and many more. Ca-

reer day is a great opportunity for 

students to be introduced to new 

careers or get more information/

resources on a certain career.  

 

Several students were interviewed 

from the freshman class to get 

their thoughts on career day! 

 

What was the most beneficial 

thing you took away from Ca-

reer day? 

Natalie Vasquez said,  “I was in 

the nursing session and the ses-

sion taught me all different types 

of nursing there is available. The 

nurse talked about the type of 

nurse she is, and she helped me 

realize I also want to work with 

the delivery process.” While Jai-

dyn Mann learned “that your 

tastes buds die and grow back!” 

Jonnie Mart was surprised to hear 

that, “trucks can cost as much as a 

house!” 

  

Which session did you find the 

most beneficial and interesting? 

Natalie Vasquez: Nursing  

Jaidyn Mann: Education  

Mikya Fox: Semi Truck Driver 

Jonnie Mart: Fire and Rescue  

Hayden Lemke: Plumbing 

 

What impact did career day 

have on your career? 

Natalie Vasquez stated,  “It deter-

mined that nursing is what I want 

to go into and it gave me more 

resources than I had before.” 

Movie Review: Pet Cemetery 
By Emmy Brown 

   The 2019 movie is a remake of 

the 1989 movie. There are very 

few differences in the movies. 

The plot of the movie is that Dr. 

Louis Creed and his wife, Rachel, 

relocate from Boston to rural 

Maine with their two young chil-

dren.  

   The couple soon discover a 

mysterious burial ground hidden 

deep in the woods near their new 

home. When tragedy strikes, Lou-

is turns to his neighbor Jud Cran-

dall, setting off a perilous chain 

reaction that unleashes an un-

speakable evil with horrific conse-

quences.  

   The movie is like any other hor-

ror movie it ends with either eve-

ryone dying or mostly everyone 

surviving. The rating of the movie 

is 4 out of 5 stars.  

   The movie has a great plot twist 

and has a great setting though it is 

not a scary as you would expect. 

Many people that have seen all 

the Pet Cemetery movies say that 

the first one is better than the new 

one. Many say that the changes in 

the movie compared to the first 

one aren’t very good. 

Congratulations to the 2017-2018 

Journalism Club for placing 3rd at 

State Journalism in Yearbook 

Theme Development! 


