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One of the most common (and valid) concerns I heard during my time as high school principal 
was about the school’s limited programming for students interested in the trades.  When the decision 
was made to discontinue the industrial technology (a.k.a “shop”) program 13 years ago due to budget 
constraints, opportunities for students became limited.  The return of an agriculture program a few 
years later helped to address some of what was lost, but not entirely.  Finally, after more than a decade, 
THS is again offering an industrial technology program that includes an introductory level course along 
with courses in carpentry, metalworking, and computer-automated design.

The program was able to be added without the need for additional staff.  A staff departure from 
another subject area led to some courses being shifted around and assigned to other staff members.  
This opened the door for reviving the industrial technology program without adding a new teaching 
position to the budget.  Shane Chandler, a 2004 THS graduate and product of the previous industrial 
technology program, was hired to lead the program after teaching for more than a decade at Limestone.  

The program currently has 53 students enrolled for the fall semester.  Due to some space 
limitations and because it’s the first year of the program, courses were purposely limited in size.  More 
classroom and shop space will become available as the robotics team completes its building project on 
the east side of the school.  The area the Roboteers will vacate within the school will become an 
expanded area for the industrial technology program. 

Along with the industrial technology program, THS continues to offer an agriculture program.  
Caitlin Hays heads the Ag program in her first year at THS.  Ag courses provide further opportunities for 
students to work with their hands and learn trades-related skills.  The industrial technology and ag 
programs are currently sharing equipment in the existing ag shop, but will have separate shop areas 
once the robotics building is complete.  Work-based learning also continues to be a priority for the 
district through both the cooperative job program that allows students to earn credit for maintaining 
employment and the work-based learning program through Illinois Central College, which includes 
courses in nursing, EMT, fire science, welding, and construction.

We’ve been very fortunate to receive some donations to assist the industrial technology 
program and are very thankful to those who have been so generous.  If you’d like to donate materials, 
tools, or other supplies to the industrial technology or agriculture programs, please feel free to reach 
out to the school.  The high school phone number is 309-925-2051 or you can email the teachers:  
shane.chandler@d702.org  or  caitlin.hays@d702.org 


