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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Every student is responsible for knowing the procedures, policies, and requirements of the
school. This means that it is each student's duty to familiarize himself/herself with the
knowledge of graduation and academic requirements; guidance services; discipline policy;
attendance; and the other items in this handbook and handouts provided.

EQUAL RIGHTS

It is the policy of the Board of Education to accord equal consideration and impartial
treatment regardless of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, socioeconomic
status, marital status, sex, age, handicapping conditions or organizational memberships. In
keeping with the requirements of federal and state law, this school district strives to
remove any vestige of discrimination in employment, assignment, and promotion of
personnel, in educational programs, offerings, services, and vocational opportunities
offered to students, in the discipline and in the location and use of facilities and
educational materials.
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WELCOME STUDENTS!

On behalf of the faculty and staff, we would like to welcome you to Salem High School
for the 2022-23 school year. We encourage you to make the most of your high school
years. Among other things, high school is a place of preparation for the future. While this
school can assist you in that preparation, it is up to each student to develop the proper
attitude and put forth the necessary effort to achieve at the maximum level.

We challenge each student to become an active participant in all that Salem High School
has to offer. Your involvement in the classes and activities will assist you in making high
school a rewarding experience.

We wish each of you the best of luck this year in achieving all the goals that you set for
yourself. Each student should take pride in making a commitment to excellence to insure
that SHS will be a great place to attend.

Dr.. Tori Snitker Mr. Branden Piatt
Principal                      Asst. Principal

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Salem R-80 Schools is to ensure every chance for every child to become a
safe, respectful, responsible learner for the 21st Century.

SALEM HIGH SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Prepare, Strive, Succeed

DISTRICT POLICIES

To view all district policies please access the following Web Page:
https://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/ePolicy/PolicyOverview.aspx?S=141&Sch=141
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General Student Information

Assessment
The Board of Education supports the establishment of the district’s local assessment plan
as an indication of the success and quality of the total education in the school district.
With time and effort, the local assessment plan will produce the following: a
comprehensive testing program which monitors a variety of achievement targets for a
variety of purposes; data driven decision making in regard to curriculum, assessment,
instruction, and programs; teachers and administrators who are knowledgeable about data
analysis, motivating students to do well on tests, test security policies, and strategies for
teaching test-taking skills; increased public awareness of student achievement and how the
plan would be reviewed in the future (evaluation process).

The district’s local assessment plan includes all components as specified in MSIP 5. In
compliance to the standard, the district’s local assessment plan includes the following: a
description of tests included in the district-wide assessment program, the purpose of each,
and how the results will be used; guidelines for including students with special needs into
the state of district-wide assessment programs; a description of how and what subjects the
district is assessing the Show-Me Standards which are not assessed by the EOC;
guidelines for staff development in relation to state and local assessment; guidelines for
teaching test-taking strategies; a test-security policy.

The district’s local assessment plan includes two additional components.  One component
addresses motivation of students to do well on state and district tests.  The inclusion of the
component provides some sense of direction for possible ways and means of motivating
students.  The second added component is a written record of decisions made as a result of
data review and analysis.  It is the feeling of the district that the anecdotal accounting of
the use of data will ensure that decision-making is the result of careful and purposeful data
analysis.

Special Education
The Salem R-80 School District assures that it will provide a free, appropriate public
education to all eligible children with disabilities between the ages of three and
twenty-one under its jurisdiction. Disabilities include autism, deaf/blindness, emotional
disorders, hearing impairment and deafness, mental retardation, multiple disabilities,
orthopedic impairment, other health impairments, specific learning disabilities, speech or
language impairment, traumatic brain injury, visual impairment/blindness and a young
child with a developmental delay.

Local school districts in the State of Missouri are required to conduct an annual census of
all children with disabilities or suspected disabilities from birth to age twenty-one that
reside in the district.  This information is treated as confidential.  If you have a child with
a disability or know of a child with a disability who is not attending the public school,
please contact Jodi Heavin, Special Services Coordinator, at the district’s administrative
offices or call 729-6642 during business hours.
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Schedule Changes
Prior to enrollment, a letter is sent to parents explaining the enrollment process and
providing them the opportunity to discuss their student’s prospective schedule.

● Schedule Changes may be made prior to the 1st day of either semester.
● Schedule changes may be made by filling out the change request form in the

Counselor’s Office.
● Changes will be considered until the capacity of the course is reached.

A student’s schedule will be considered for a change for the following reasons: 
1. COMPUTER ERROR - If the course number has been incorrectly placed in the

computer, the enrollment worksheet will serve as a reference for substituting the
correct course.

2.  PREREQUISITE COURSES NOT MET - Many courses require a prerequisite. If
a student has not met the necessary prerequisite, a new course will be substituted. 

3. DUPLICATE CREDIT - A student may not receive credit for a course twice. A
course change will be made if the student has registered for a course for which
they already have credit. See course description for exceptions. 

4. INCREASE RIGOR IN SCHEDULE - A student requesting a change to a more
rigorous core area course will be readily accepted provided space is available.
Students should carefully consider course selections for the next school year.
Student course requests provide input for creating the master schedule and
determining teacher assignments. Avoiding class overloads and maintaining class
balances are of primary importance once the master schedule has been established.
The schedule change policy above will be strictly enforced. 

5. MEDICAL NEED- Physicians may require a change in a students schedule based
upon physical or social/ emotional needs.

6. COUNSELOR/ ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION- There may be
situations in which it is in the best interest of everyone involved.

The enrollment process begins in the attendance office. Students who are of the
appropriate age, live in the Salem R-80 District, and have appropriate academic and
discipline records, may enroll in Salem High School. After three weeks of the semester,
students wishing to enroll will not receive credit for that semester unless the student had
attended school prior to enrolling at Salem.

Virtual Education
1. Virtual Education will no longer be available except for those doing MOCAP,  or

high school students taking online courses that are not available through the
school.

2. The Principal has the discretion to utilize Virtual Education if deemed appropriate
based upon academic, social, or medical needs.

3. If there is a surge of COVID, then administration will reevaluate the qualification
guidelines.

Other notes:
● Those who are eligible must sign up by the end of the first full week of school.
● 100% of the Acellus course must be completed in order to receive credit for each

course enrolled in.
● All Credit awarded for the Virtual Education program will be Pass/Fail.  No GPA

value will be assigned.
● Students are required to complete End-of Course exams in person, at school, and at

a scheduled time.
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● Students that fail a semester of Virtual Education cannot reapply during the same
school year.

Moving From the District or Dropping from School
A student must check out before moving or dropping from school. This is initiated in the
counselor's office. The student is given a checkout sheet that is taken to each teacher on
the student's schedule for grades and clearance.

Transferring to another School
You will be given a copy of your checkout sheets to carry with you. When you enroll, they
will request a complete copy of your records, including your transcript, withdrawal grades
and shot records.

Graduation Requirements
The graduation requirements establish a minimum standard in each department. Students
will be challenged to exceed these requirements based upon their individual motivation,
goals and interests. Note that specific courses are required in some departments.

SUBJECT GENERAL
Communication Arts 4
Math 3
Science 3
Social Studies 3
Practical Arts 1
Fine Arts 1
Personal Finance .5
Physical Education 1
Health .5
General Electives 8
Specified Core Electives 0
TOTAL CREDITS 25**

**Students who attend RTI/RTC need to check with the counselors’ office for appropriate
credit checks.

ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO PASS THE U.S. AND MISSOURI
CONSTITUTION TESTS ONE TIME IN GRADES 7-12 PRIOR TO GRADUATION.
Students planning to attend a post-secondary college, university, or other training program
should be aware that most of these have admission standards. Students planning to attend
a 4-year college or university either in Missouri or out of state will normally be expected
to complete course requirements that exceed high school graduation requirements.
Students MUST CHECK with the school or college of their choice for specific admissions
requirements.
Students must have successfully completed all requirements of graduation prior to being
eligible to participate in the Graduation Ceremony.

Seal of Biliteracy
Students wishing to become distinguished as proficient in two languages may apply and
be assessed for either Seal of Biliteracy or Distinguished Seal of Biliteracy.
This award will be noted on the student’s transcript and diploma.
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Applications must be completed by October 1st of the students Senior Year.

Graduation Ceremony
All fees, and student account balances must be paid prior to being permitted to participate
in the Graduation Ceremony.

Commencement is the beginning of life after high school, and the ceremony to
commemorate the successful completion of the elementary and secondary experience
should be seriously noted. To help insure that graduation from Salem High School is
treated with the respect due it, the following guidelines are presented:

1. Seniors who have not been notified by 3:30 pm the day prior to commencement
that they will not meet graduation requirements will be permitted to participate in
the graduation activities. Those who have been so notified will not be allowed to
participate in the graduation activities.

2. Attendance at the rehearsal is mandatory. Rehearsal will be held in the Salem
High School gymnasium. Students should arrive on time. Students should bring
their caps and gowns for a photograph. The entire ceremony will be rehearsed
until it is done correctly. Upon the completion of the rehearsal, seniors will be
excused.

3. Graduates will not be permitted to wear sunglasses, shorts, tennis shoes, or flip
flops. Nothing should be attached to the cap or gown that is not issued and
approved by the school..

Baccalaureate Services
Baccalaureate services are held in one of the area churches and attendance is voluntary.

Class Rankings
Starting with the Class of 2023 the Cum Laude system will completely replace the
Valedictorian/ Salutatorian system of recognition.  In 2023 the class speaker will be the
class president.

Summa Cum Laude: (With Highest praise)
·         4.0 GPA
Magna Cum Laude: (With Great praise)
·        3.75 - 3.99 GPA
Cum Laude: (With praise)
·        3.5 -  3.74 GPA

Guidance and Counseling
Guidance and counseling services are available to all students by appointment through
email or before or after school. It is up to the classroom teacher’s discretion to send
students for approved counselor appointments.

Guidance services consist of class scheduling, credits information, curriculum planning,
information about colleges and scholarships, national testing, and other forms of financial
aid for college.
The counselor welcomes the opportunity to assist students with any social or personal
matter.
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Honor Roll
At the end of each semester, two honor rolls are published, the "A" Honor Roll and the
"B" Honor Roll. To be eligible for the "A" Honor Roll, a student must have an "A" in
every subject. To be eligible for the "B" Honor Roll, a student must have a grade point
average of 3.0. Additionally, the student must not have D's or F's and not more than one C.

In computing grade point averages the following numerical equivalents of letter grades are
used:

A - 4 points
B - 3 points
C - 2 points
D - 1 point

A+ SCHOOLS PROGRAM
The Missouri State Board of Education has designated Salem High School as an A+
school. This means that students who attend Salem High School have the option of
participating in the A+ Program and earning the financial benefits that are associated with
its successful completion. The requirements of the A+ Program regarding tutoring, 95%
attendance, citizenship, and grade point average are different from those required for
graduation. Please refer to the A+ Handbook on the school website for these
requirements.  Mr. Hubbs is the A+ Coordinator.

Credit Recovery
This program is designed to assist students to recover lost credits while attending high

school full time and perhaps graduate with their class. A maximum of Eight (8)
credits can be earned through Credit Recovery. In order to qualify for Credit Recovery
the following criteria must be met:
● Currently enrolled as a Junior or Senior.
● Ability to make up credit through normal enrollment is limited by graduation date.
● Recommendation for Credit Recovery was granted by the RTI Core Team.

Missouri Options
Students can take up to five (5) hours of Missouri Options and work ten hours (10) per

week at an approved job site. Students will be required to turn in weekly time sheets
to verify the ten (10) hours of work. Students will be considered full-time students.
Upon passing the HSE test, the student would receive a Salem High School diploma
and be able to graduate with that year’s class. Students must also pass a semester of
Personal Finance and American Government. In order to qualify for Missouri Options
the following criteria must be met:
● Students must be 17 years old and at least one year behind their cohort group.
● Recommendation for Credit Recovery was granted by the RTI Core Team.

Early Graduation Requirements
Students may graduate prior to the typical 8 semesters of high school if they meet all
conditions, including:

● Have attended Salem High School for a minimum of two consecutive semesters
immediately prior to the time the early out begins.

● Requests for early graduation are to be submitted to the high school principal by
OCTOBER 1 of each year.

● To receive approval, the student must have completed and passed the academic
requirements of Salem High School as set forth by the Board of Education and the
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State of Missouri. All 25 credits must be earned by the end of the first semester.
o Students not meeting all requirements for early graduation will be enrolled

full time (7 Courses) for the Spring Semester.
▪ Enrollment in Seven courses for the duration of the Spring Semester

is required.
● Students not meeting this requirement will not be eligible to

participate in the graduation ceremony.
● Individuals who do not receive eight semesters of attendance will no longer be

associated directly with Salem High School as a student and, therefore, may not
attend functions and activities designed solely for the high school students. They
will, however, receive their diploma at the end of the spring semester.

● In order to graduate early the following credit may be utilized:
o A+ Summer School
o An approved Online or Dual Credit College Course.

▪ Parent/ Guardian and Student are responsible for seeking out
course options.

▪ Approval gained by school administration prior to enrollment.
▪ Any course title offered through MoVip, or Core General Education

Requirement for a four year Missouri College/ University.
▪ A 3 hour college course is equal to .5 high school credit.

o MOCAP
Any expense associated with these options will be the responsibility of the student.

6 Semester Graduation
4 credits of MOCAP, and/or Approved College Courses

5 Semester Graduation
7.5 credits of MOCAP and/or Approved College Courses

Grading System
Student achievement is measured using the following scale:

A-outstanding
B-above average
C-average
D-below average
F-failing

In addition, students are rated for their cooperation, preparation, attitude and working
habits.

Grades are cumulative over the 18-week semester.  Students will receive Progress Reports
at various times during the semester.  The Semester grade will be based upon daily
assignments and exams.

Incomplete Grades
If a student has not completed all of their required class work at the end of a grading
period because of extenuating circumstances, the teacher will record the grade as
incomplete. If the work is not completed within ten school days past the end of the grading
period, the student will receive an "F" for the work not made up.

Course Retake Grades
Students who wish to retake a course may do so upon administrative approval whereas the

9



following criteria will apply. (1) If the previous grade was a failing grade, the student will
receive the retaken credit and the grade earned. (2) If the previous grade was a D or lower,
both grades will be shown on the student's transcript with both grades being used for grade
point average and honor calculations, but only ½ or one credit will be given. Refer to the
Career Planning Guide for more information.

STUDENT

Bus or Transportation Misbehavior--Any offense committed by a student on
transportation provided by or through the district shall be punished in the same manner as
if the offense had been committed at the student’s assigned school.  In addition,
transportation privileges may be suspended or revoked.

First Offense: Verbal warning by Transportation Supervisor
Second Offense: Detention, contact Parents
Subsequent Offense: Restriction of bus privileges

Library
The Library’s purpose is to serve as the hub of learning and research for the students and
staff of Salem High School. In today’s information age, the Library’s physical holdings are
supplemented with online databases, periodicals, and an interlibrary loan service. Students
are allowed to check out books for a period of two weeks. It is their responsibility to
return the book within that time frame. If they fail to do so a fine of .05 per day will be
assessed. Failure to return books and pay fines by specified dates may result in
disciplinary action and having library privileges suspended for a period of time. This will
be determined by the administration.

Meal Prices
Meal prices for students at Salem High School will be as follows. A $5.00 charge limit
will be enforced.

Breakfast: $2.15
Reduced Students: $0.30
Lunch: $2.90
Reduced Students: $0.40
Ala Carte Items:
Main Breakfast Item: $0.85
Main Lunch Item: $1.75
Fruits/Vegetables: $0.75
Milk (8 oz): $0.50
Juice (4 oz): $0.50

Nurse
Students should report to the nurse’s office in case of illness or injury with a signed nurse
pass from the teacher. No student is to leave the building without first checking out
through the office.
Criteria the Nurse shall utilize to make the decision to send a student home:

1. Fever over 100 degrees
2. Vomit
3. Diarrhea
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4. Cough, which will be evaluated.

Immunizations
It shall be in the policy of the Salem R-80 District that all students attending the district
are immunized in accordance with state laws and regulations requiring immunization
against poliomyelitis, measles, mumps, rubella, and diphtheria. The parent(s) or
guardian(s) of each student entering the Salem R-80 School District shall furnish
satisfactory proof that the student has been adequately immunized or that the
immunization process has begun. It shall be unlawful for any student to attend school in
the district unless the student has been satisfactorily immunized or unless the
parent(s)/guardian(s) have signed and placed on file with the school administrator a
statement of exemption. Failure to comply with this legal requirement will result in the
student's exclusion from school until proof of compliance has been presented to the
district. Specific immunization requirements are available at the school office or from the
school nurse.

Medication:
When possible, students are advised to take medication at home.  If it is necessary that a
medication be taken during school hours, the following regulations will be followed.

● Written permission must be obtained from the parent/guardian in advance of the
administering of any medication.

● The school nurse or personnel as designated by Board policy will supervise
administering medication. Administering of any medication will be completely and
accurately documented.

● Medication must be brought to school in the original container with the appropriate
label intact.  This includes, but is not limited to, Tylenol, Advil, ibuprofen, aspirin,
ointments, cough/cold medication, dietary supplements, etc.

● All medications will be kept in a locked, safe place that is inaccessible to students.
● Medication must be picked up prior to the last day of school.  Any medication left

in the nurse’s office will be disposed of if not picked up.
● In the nurse’s absence, illness or injury will be evaluated by an administrator or its

designee and appropriate measures taken.

Illness at School
Students who become ill at school should report immediately to the Nurse’s office. Do not
go to the restroom for more than a few minutes without reporting your illness. Students
must not leave the building because of illness without authorization. We will ensure that
you are cared for until your parent(s)/guardian(s) wish to make other arrangements.

Accidents at School
A student should always have on record in the office a correct address and telephone
number of his/her home or parent's place of work in case of illness or injury during school.
The school does not carry accidental injury insurance on students.

Parents Welcome
Parents are welcome to visit the school at the appropriate time. They are required to check
through the principal's office concerning the location of either students or teachers. All
visitors must check in at the Principal's office. Students from other schools are not allowed
to visit classes.

11



School Cancellations
It may be necessary to cancel school during the year because of weather or for some
unforeseen reason. These cancellations are announced by the Superintendent and NOT the
Principal. Cancellations will be announced on Salem KSMO and Rolla KZNN radio, and
television stations from the Springfield area. If classes must be dismissed after a session
has started for the day, an announcement will be made as soon as possible on KSMO
radio. In addition, Salem R-80 has adopted the ALERTNOW Notification Service which
allows the school to send a telephone or e-mail message to provide important information
about school delays or cancellations due to inclement weather, various school events, and
more. In addition parents can receive ALERTNOW information by text message on their
mobile phones. In order to utilize text messages, individuals are required to opt-in by
using Tigers as the six-digit pin after going to the District website at www.salemr80.org
and following the instructions outlined regarding the ability to receive text messages.

Fire – Tornado - Intruder Drills
Drills will be held from time to time so that students may learn the proper procedures to
follow should an incident occur during school hours. Instructions are posted in each
room.  Students should follow the teachers’ instructions in every instance.

Substitute Teachers
Our school is fortunate in having capable people to help us whenever regular teachers are
ill or are attending conferences. A substitute teacher is an important visitor whose
impressions of our school will be carried into the community. Let us be certain these are
good impressions by being polite, helpful, and considerate as you would be to your regular
teacher. In the event the directions of a substitute are different from the regular teacher's
directions, students are to follow the substitute's directions. If a student is sent out of the
classroom by a sub, the student will receive an automatic two days of ISS.

Lockers
Lockers will be assigned to students free of charge. Do not move to another locker without
checking with the office so records may be changed. The school reserves the right to
check or inspect the lockers at any time during the school year. Students must supply
their own lock. Valuables of any type should not be left in the lockers. Keys or
combinations must be kept in the attendance office.

Telephone for Student Use
The school phones are for school business only but are available for emergencies.
Emergencies must have an educational purpose or be medically necessary.

Poster Display
Any organization at Salem High School may display posters and signs at appropriate
locations throughout the school building. Posters and signs should be in good taste, should
not hinder orderly school functioning, should not be designed to stay up indefinitely,
should be removed as soon as they are out of date, and should not be placed on wooden
doors or other wooden or painted surfaces. All posters must be approved through the
principal's or assistant principal’s office.

Assemblies
Attendance at all school-sponsored assemblies is compulsory. Although there is no set
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pattern or number of assemblies, they are designed to be entertaining and educational.

School Information System
Daily announcements are prepared by the principal's office and are read at 8:05 a.m. over
the public address system. The announcements are also posted on the R-80 website at
http://www.salemr80.org.

Class Rings
Each student at Salem High School may order class rings during the spring of the
sophomore year. The rings are delivered during the fall of his/her junior year.

School Pictures
Freshman, sophomore and junior pictures, which are prepaid, are usually taken during the
beginning of the school year. Students are not required to buy pictures, but they are
required to have a picture taken for the yearbook and school identification cards.

Student Valuables
Students are cautioned not to bring large amounts of money, electronic devices and/or
cameras to school or on school trips. If you wear glasses, watches or rings, keep track of
them at all times. Students, not the school, are responsible for personal property. If it is
necessary to bring a considerable amount of money to school, leave it in the Principal's
office for safekeeping. DO NOT LEAVE VALUABLES IN YOUR LOCKER.

Messages to Students
Please ask your friends and relatives not to call or text you at school. If there is an
emergency, a message will be taken to the student as soon as possible. Students should
take care of personal business before or after school.

Hall Passes
Students will be issued a pass by the sending teacher, during the class period.

Closed Campus
Once a student arrives on campus, he/she must remain on campus until the end of the
school day or until he/she is authorized to leave. Students who consistently wish to sign
in/sign out for personal or unexplained reasons are a disruption to the educational process
and good order. A conference or disciplinary action will be taken to address the concern.

Accessing Cars
Students will not be permitted to access their car during the school day unless they are
checked out to exit campus.

Leaving Campus During the School Day
At no time does a student leave the buildings without permission from office personnel.  If
a student leaves the building without obtaining permission and signing out in the office,
the absence will be considered unexcused.

Textbooks, Equipment, and Materials
Textbooks are provided to students at Salem High School without charge. However, the
student is responsible for payment of any damaged or lost property. Students will pay for
lost books at replacement cost.
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Parking
In an effort to provide safety and security for students, their vehicles and property, the
following regulations will govern student parking and vehicle operations:
1. Tags will be available in the office.
2. Vehicles must be parked correctly within the parking space provided (within the

lines, not in the driveway areas, etc.)
3. Drivers are expected to operate their vehicles in a safe and prudent manner at all

times in the parking lots and around school.
4 There is no loitering in the parking lot or sitting in the vehicle upon arrival.

Students are required to exit their vehicle and proceed to enter the building.
5. Students who park on school property must be in the Salem High School drug

pool.
6. All students must park in the student parking lot and on the north side of the

school.
7. Senior parking spots are reserved for seniors who have paid for those spots.
8. The School District retains the authority to conduct routine patrols of parking lots

and inspections of the exterior of student automobiles on school property. Such
patrols and inspections may be conducted without notice or consent. The School
District may inspect the interiors of student automobiles whenever a school
authority has reasonable suspicion to believe illegal or unauthorized materials are
contained inside the automobile.

Attendance Awards
Excellent attendance can be directly correlated to students’ achievement. To encourage
school attendance and reward students with high attendance, Salem Senior High will give
honors, awards, and recognition to all students with excellent attendance.

Office Aides
These students play a valuable role in the educational program. Seniors who meet certain
criteria are eligible to be aides. Students must work in a predetermined work area and
follow all rules and regulations. Administrative office, Counselor, and Library aides will
receive credit for their work. Administration will approve all aides.

Conflicts Between Activities Policy – Grades 9-12
Students should make the best choice when participating in activities to avoid conflicts
between activities.  This involves good communication, decision-making skills,
prioritizing, and long-range goals.  However, when a conflict arises between two
school-sponsored activities, consideration should be given to the importance of the
activity and the role the student will play in the activity.  Student activity conflicts should
be resolved cooperatively among the student, parents, coach, and sponsor. Ultimately, the
student must make the decision, clearly communicate to all sponsors/ coaches, and
the student will not be penalized in any manner for the choice made. The student
should notify the sponsor/coach as soon as he/she becomes aware of the possible
scheduling conflict.
Co-curricular activities refer to those student activities outside the regular class time that
are an integral part of a credit class.  Extracurricular activities refer to those student
activities sponsored by the school but not connected to a credit class.

When a student chooses to participate in an extracurricular activity/competition/
performance over a co-curricular activity/competition/performance, the absence will be
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excused.  The teacher may assign reasonable and appropriate makeup work.

When a student chooses to participate in a co-curricular activity/competition/performance
over an extracurricular activity/competition/performance, the absence will be excused.
The coach/sponsor will not penalize the student as a result of the decision.

Rules and Regulations

Attendance
The Compulsory Attendance Law
Section 167.031, RSMo, states that any parent, guardian or other person having custody or
control of a child between the ages of seven (7) and the compulsory attendance age for the
district, must ensure that the child is enrolled in and regularly attends public, private,
parochial, home school or a combination of schools for the full term of the school year.  
● The term "compulsory attendance age for the district" shall mean seventeen (17) years

of age or having successfully completed sixteen (16) credits towards high school
graduation in all other cases.

● Children between the ages of five (5) and seven (7) are not required to be enrolled in
school.  However, if they are enrolled in a public school their parent, guardian or
custodian must ensure that they regularly attend.

➢ Parents or Guardians are responsible that their child attends school regularly.
o According to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary

Schools the expectation and definition for “Regularly” is defined as
exceeding 90% attendance.

Attendance Rules and Regulations
Regular school attendance is required by Missouri Law and is essential to the academic
performance of each student. Although students who have been absent can make up work
they have missed, no effective method exists to compensate for missed lectures,
classroom discussions, teacher assistance, or teacher explanation. Students of Salem
High School are required to be in attendance for a minimum of ninety percent (90%) of
the time. Failure to meet the ninety percent requirement will result in loss of credit.
Excuses written by a doctor will exempt a student for only one day unless otherwise
stated on the doctor’s note. The doctor’s excuse must be presented to the attendance
office within one week of the absence. If a student is sent home by the school nurse, only
that day will be automatically excused. All absences count against A+ attendance
percentage (95%).

Absence
When a student is absent, a parent or guardian must call the school attendance office
within 24 hours of the absence at 573-729-6641.  The school will accept a signed note
from the parent or guardian when the student returns to school.  The student must report to
the attendance office before school begins.

● If a telephone call or note is not received from the parent or guardian within 24
hours, the absence will be recorded as unexcused.

When notifying the attendance office the parent/ guardian shall state the reason for the
absence, an administrator will then determine whether the absence is excused or
unexcused.

● The Salem R-80 School District will only allow 5 parent calls/notes per
semester to excuse an absence.  After 5 calls/notes, a doctor’s note is required
to excuse an absence for sickness.
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Excused Absence
Absence for the following reasons will be administratively excused:

● Out of School Suspension (Up to 10 days)
● Illness checked out through the nurse
● Medical and dental appointments with written verification are excused. The

student will be excused for the time of the appointment and travel time to and from
the appointment.

● Funerals and court hearings.
● Anticipated absences that have been prearranged and approved by an administrator

in advance.
For every day of an excused absence the student will have one equivalent day to
make up school work, once they return to school.

Unexcused Absence
All absences that do not fall in the categories of an excused absence listed shall be deemed
unexcused.  In addition, leaving school when school is in session without obtaining
permission and signing out in the attendance office shall be deemed as an unexcused
absence.
Any Absence which is deemed as Unexcused will also be classified as a Disciplinary issue

Loss of Credit/ Grades Due to Attendance
Any student whose attendance rate is below 90% for a semester will be subject to a
loss of semester credit/ grades. This percentage is based on the total hours in the
semester. Parents and students will be notified by letter if students are approaching this
criterion. School Administration will notify the student and parent/ guardian of the loss of
credit/ grades.

Appeal Loss of Credit/ Grades
The Attendance Appeal Committee will consider all the facts of each case in deciding
whether to grant or deny the appeal. .
The parent or guardian of the student will submit a written appeal to the attendance
committee requesting reinstatement of credit/ grades.

The Appeal Committee will review all appeals after the conclusion of the Semester for
which Credit/ Grades was not awarded. Appeals will occur the second week of the Second
Semester and the first week of June.

● Seniors- Second semester appeals will occur the first week of May.

Academic Work following an absence of a School related absences
Students missing school due to a school related absence, such as clubs, activities or
athletics, will be encouraged to complete and turn in on the day they return to school.

School Attendance and Participation in Sports/Extracurricular Activities
In order to participate in extracurricular activities or Sports (games or practice) students
must be in attendance at least half of the school day that the event is scheduled.  In the
event where a student has an appointment or another type of excused absence,
documentation will need to be provided. If there is a prearranged absence, eligibility to
participate in the activity must also be prearranged by the Athletic Director.
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Perfect Attendance Award
Students will be recognized for perfect attendance on a semester and yearly basis.
Absences due to school activities or school related events would not qualify as an absence
for this award.  Any/ All Excused or Unexcused absences will disqualify students from
receiving this award.

Strive Time
During Strive Time students will have academic time built into their day on Tuesday
through Friday in order to receive additional individualized support in any class in which
they are currently enrolled.

This will function as a study hall and allow students the time needed to complete
homework for the day or other days missed.

Learning Lab
The Learning Lab will be provided to all students who are repeatedly not staying current
with their daily work or would like additional support.  The primary goal of the Learning
Lab is to increase achievement rates for students struggling to keep grades above failing,
“F”
The Learning Lab will be provided from 3:15-5:30 Monday through Thursday.  
Transportation will be the responsibility of the Parent/ Guardian.

Non MSHSAA Activity Eligibility
In order to participate and attend any School Sponsored Trip/ Activity (Non-MSHSAA)
students must have a passing grade in all classes currently enrolled in, based upon the
most current 4.5 week grading period. (Mid Term, Quarter, Mid Term, Semester)  This
includes during and outside of the school day and week.

Bullying and Cyberbullying (see Board policy JFCF) - Intimidation or harassment of a
student or multiple students perpetuated by individuals or groups.  Bullying includes, but
is not limited to:  physical actions, including violence, gestures, theft, or damaging
property; oral or written taunts, including name-calling, put-downs, extortion, or threats;
threats of retaliation for reporting such acts:  sending or posting harmful or cruel text or
images using the Internet or other digital communication devices; sending or posting
materials that threaten or raise concerns about violence against others, suicide or
self-harm.  Students will not be disciplined for speech in situations where the speech is
protected by law.
First Offense: Detention, in-school suspension, or 1-180 days out-

of-school suspension.
Subsequent Offense:   1-180 days out of school-suspension or expulsion.

Cell Phones
Students are prohibited from using or having visible his/her personal Cell phone/
Electronic devices during class time or passing periods.
➢ Cell Phone/ Electronic device use/ disruption during class/ Hallway will be

submitted to administration as a disciplinary issue.  Headphones/ earbuds will be
considered an electronic device.

o Teachers will confiscate the Cell Phone if the student is in violation of the
Cell Phone Policy.  (Refer to Electronic Devices)

o Students who refuse the reasonable request by the teacher for the
confiscation of the Cell Phone will be subject to a 3 day OSS placement.

▪ Policy Reference JG-R4 (Insubordination)
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Electronic Devices—the use of cell phones, Ipods, CD players, and other electronic
communication devices is prohibited on any school property during the school day
(8:09 a.m.-3:21 p.m.). Devices may be used before and after school, during lunch
(cafeteria only).

First Offense: 2-hour Detention, confiscation of device (returned to parent), contact
parent.

Second Offense: 2 days ISS, confiscation of device (returned to parent), contact parent.

Subsequent Offense: 2 days OSS, confiscation of device (returned to parent), contact
parents.  Turn in Cell Phone to Office prior to entering the building.

Computer and or Equipment Misuse--Engaging in or being in pornographic or
inappropriate computer programs or Internet access. Attempting, regardless of success, to
gain unauthorized access to a technology system or information; to use district technology
to connect to other systems in evasion of the physical limitations of the remote system; to
copy district files without authorization; to interfere with the ability of others to utilize
district technology; to secure a higher level of privilege without authorization; to introduce
computer “viruses,” “hacking” tools, or other disruptive/destructive programs onto or
using district technology; or to evade or disable a filtering/blocking device.
First Offense: Restitution.  Principal/Student conference, loss of user

privileges, detention, ISS/OSS, contact parents.
Subsequent Offense: Restitution.  Loss of user privileges, OSS, contact parents.

Chromebook Loaners- When batteries need to be charged, students may exchange their
Chromebook for a loaner from the Technology department.  Students have access to
loaners with no discipline or consequences for up to three occurrences per semester.
Students will serve a Lunch detention for each occurrence after three and receive a loaner
with administrative approval.

Earbuds/ Headphones- Students may utilize their personal Earbuds in conjunction with
Chromebooks upon Teacher Approval.  At no time are they to be utilized with Cell
Phones.

Drugs/Alcohol
Possession, sale, purchase or distribution of any over-the-counter drug,

herbal preparation or imitation drug or herbal preparation.

Possession of or attendance while under the influence of or soon after consuming any
unauthorized prescription drug, alcohol, narcotic  substance, unauthorized inhalants,
counterfeit drugs, imitation controlled substances or drug-related paraphernalia, including
controlled substances and illegal drugs defined as substances identified  under schedules I,
II, III, IV or V in section 202 of the Controlled Substances Act.  A student will be charged
with drug/alcohol use if any of the following are detected: being in possession of, having
used, attempting to use, being under the influence of, giving or selling others any
alcoholic, prescription or nonprescription drugs.  “Under the influence of” will be
determined by the supervisor in charge and is defined by the Board of Education as any
physical symptoms such as odor of alcohol on the breath, pupil dilation, or other overt
characteristics.
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Personal Appearance
The Board of Education expects student dress and grooming to be neat, clean and in good
taste so that each student may share in promoting a positive, healthy and safe atmosphere
within the school district. Student dress and grooming will be the responsibility of the
individual and parents/guardians, within the following guidelines:

Acceptable Attire:
A. Pants/ Shorts

a. Mid-thigh shorts.
b. Undergarments cannot be exposed.

B. Shirts
a. Shirts must have a 2” strap over the shoulder.  (2 fingers)
b. Undergarments and straps cannot be exposed.

C. Shoes
D. Headgear

a. Hats
b. Teachers can establish their own hat policy for their classroom, as

they deem appropriate. Additionally, hats are allowed in all public
spaces.

Unacceptable Attire:
A. Hoodies which are pulled up on to the head. Do-rags (or Durags), beanies,  and

costumes worn on the head.
B. Violent language or images.

○ Images or language that creates a hostile or intimidating environment.
○ Hate speech, profanity, pornography.

C. Images or language depicting drugs or alcohol (or any illegal item or activity) or
the use of the same.

D. Any shorts, slacks, or jeans with rips, tears, holes, etc. above mid-thigh
E. Additional dress regulations may be imposed upon students participating in certain

extracurricular activities.

Dress and grooming will not disrupt the educational environment.

Exceptions to the grooming and dress code for health or religious reasons will be
considered on a case-by-case basis. When, in the judgment of the principal, a student’s
appearance or mode of dress does not comply with the above criteria, the student may be
required to make modifications. No employee or volunteer shall direct a student to remove
an emblem, insignia or garment, including a religious emblem, insignia or garment, as
long as it is worn in a manner that does not promote disruptive behavior.  Additional
requirements may be detailed in building handbooks.

Students that are unsure of their compliance with the dress code may meet with
administration prior to the school day with no disciplinary action.
Students in violation will be assigned Disciplinary Action on the 1st Offense and any
subsequent offenses.

The final decision on the appropriateness of apparel will be made by the school
administration.
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Possession or use of Tobacco
The possession or use of tobacco, tobacco products, electronic cigarettes, or other
nicotine-delivery products by students is prohibited on the Salem R-80 property. Students
on district transportation, in extended instructional activities, or during district - related
activities are prohibited from tobacco or tobacco product use.   Nicotine patches or other
medications used in a tobacco cessation program may only be possessed in accordance
with district policy JHCD.   No product or device will be returned to the student or
parent/guardian.   **Referral to police if under 18 years of age.

Harassment, including Sexual Harassment (see Board policy AC)
Use of material of a sexual nature or unwelcome verbal, written or symbolic language
based on gender, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, disability or any other
characteristic protected by law.  Examples of illegal harassment include, but are not
limited to, racial jokes or comments; requests for sexual favors and other unwelcome
sexual advances; graffiti, name calling; or threatening, intimidating or hostile acts based
on a protected characteristic.

Unwelcome physical contact of a sexual nature or that is based on gender, race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, disability or any other characteristic protected by
law.  Examples include, but are not limited to, touching or fondling of the genital areas,
breasts or undergarments, regardless of whether the touching occurred through or under
clothing; or pushing or fighting based on protected characteristics.

Weapons
a.   Possession or use of any weapon as defined in Board policy, other than those

defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921, 18 U.S.C. § 930(g)(2) or § 571.010, RSMo.
b.   Possession or use of a firearm as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921 or any

Instrument or device in § 571.010, RSMo. or any instrument or device
defined as a dangerous weapon in 18 U.S.C. § 930(g)(2).

1. First Offense:
a. One (1) calendar year suspension or expulsion, unless

modified by the Board upon recommendation by the superintendent.
2. Subsequent Offense:

a. Expulsion.

Tardiness
Tardiness is defined as not being in your assigned classroom ready to work when the tardy
bell rings.  Teachers have the discretion of requiring a student to be seated under this
definition.

a. First Hour
a. If students are tardy arriving at school during 1st period, they must secure a

tardy slip from the attendance office.  Because of unforeseen
circumstances, a student is allowed 3 forgiven tardy violations during 1st

period.
b. Tardy violations 4-6, the student will serve a one-hour detention.
c. Tardy violations number 7 and beyond, the student will serve a two hour

detention.
b. All other hours

a. Students will receive one tardy warning for each class period in hours 2-8.
i. Tardy 2- Lunch detention

ii. Tardy 3- 15 min After school detention
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1. Each subsequent tardy up to tardy 9 will result in detentions
increasing by 15 min each time.

2. Beginning at tardy 10, there will be a day of ISS for each
additional tardy.

Being late to class by more than 15 minutes will be deemed as an excused/ unexcused
absence.

Teacher Authority
Students are under the direct supervision of the teachers, staff and administration of Salem
High School.  Students shall comply with all reasonable requests of authority.

Out of School Suspension
Students being suspended for up to 10 days may make up work for full credit.  Students
being suspended  for longer than 10 days will not be allowed to make up work for credit.

Daily Procedure

Lunch Period
During lunch, students will stay out of the classroom buildings so that classes still in
session will not be disturbed. Students are also not permitted in the parking lot or other
restricted areas.  Students are not allowed to leave for lunch.

● Food and Drink are at the discretion of the classroom teacher. Each teacher has the
right to allow or deny access to food or drink.

● Containers, cans and bottles may be utilized during the day.
● Food from outside vendors may NOT be delivered to the High School students

during the school day. If food is delivered from a vendor to a student, they must
pick it up at the end of the school day. However, parents can drop food off
DURING a student’s lunch.

Finals
Final Examinations will occur at the end of each semester.  If students are unable to take
any final at the prescribed time a grade of Incomplete will be issued.  The student has ten
days to complete the examination at the beginning of the next semester.

Final Exam exemption criteria:
1. Have not received a grade of F at the conclusion of any grading term (mid-quarter,

quarter, semester).
2. Have not received discipline for Tardiness and/or Unexcused absences each

semester.
Students that have met all Final Exam Exemption criteria are not required to take
semester final exams.
Any class in which a student is failing will require the final test to be taken.
Students may choose to take any final with no threat of losing a grade due to attempting
the final.
This policy will not apply to College Dual Credit Courses.
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Late Work

We believe that completing assigned coursework is an important aspect of learning.
Therefore, we give our students time to complete assigned academic work during the class
period.  However, we do expect students to complete assigned work during the class
period.  Students not utilizing this time appropriately will be given additional time and
support opportunities to complete their work after school.  The 8th Hour Strive Time and
the 3:25-5:15 Learning Lab are both fully staffed in order to assist students taking longer
to learn.

All Courses designated with an “Honors'' title will require coursework to be handed in on
or before the communicated due date.  Teachers will communicate due dates and reduction
of grades for late work.  Ex. Honors English 2, Honors Biology, etc…

Dual credit classes are courses of Missouri State Univ./ West Plains,  all policies and
procedures will be followed per their handbook and syllabi.

In all other classes, late work will receive full credit if completed by the end of the
mid-quarter. (Every 4.5 weeks, approximately)  Work turned in after these deadlines will
not be accepted for credit, unless the classroom teacher has communicated an alternate
Late Work policy, in advance of the term.

Lockers
Lockers will be assigned to students free of charge. Do not move to another locker without
checking with the office so records may be changed. The school reserves the right to
check or inspect the lockers at any time during the school year. Students must supply
their own lock. Valuables of any type should not be left in the lockers. Keys or
combinations must be kept in the attendance office.

Activities

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
& SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS

Participation in extracurricular organizations and activities can contribute significantly to
each student's growth. Students are encouraged to participate in the activities that interest
them.

Activities Calendar
All high school activities must be placed on the activities' calendar in the principal’s
office. To avoid conflicts and to obtain the best dates, all activities should be scheduled on
the calendar as soon as possible.

Requirements for Holding Office in School Organizations
To be eligible to hold an office in any organization at Salem High School, including class
offices, a student must maintain a C (2.0) average and have no failing grades for the
previous semester. Additionally, good citizenship must be exhibited. Any student who
does not demonstrate good citizenship will be removed from office.
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Homecomings
There are two homecomings as SHS each year, one during the football season and one
during the basketball season. Dates for these are set through the cooperation of the
principal, the athletic director, and the coaches.

The student council is responsible for the queen elections, the coronations, and the spirit
activities.

Queen candidates and attendants are nominated and elected by the student body. The
queen must be a member of the senior class and is attended by two seniors, one junior, one
sophomore and one freshman.

Once a senior girl has held a queen position, she is ineligible for the position of queen or
attendant again. Any sophomore or junior attendant is ineligible for the position of
attendant again during the school year.

Junior-Senior Prom
Each year, the members of the junior class sponsor a semi-formal dance in honor of the
graduating seniors.  All currently enrolled juniors and seniors are invited to purchase
tickets.   The junior class will follow the guidelines established for the prom.  The
following age limits for guests invited by students will be followed:  1) Guests must be at
least a freshman in high school.  2) No guests can be over the age of twenty (20).  If a
student currently enrolled in Salem High School is age twenty-one (21), they may attend
the prom.  Guests must have a completed permission form filled out and turned in to the
office for approval prior to the dance.  During this activity the prom queen and king are
crowned.  The junior class will take nominations from the junior and senior classes before
voting.  The prom royalty is traditionally three senior girls, one of whom will be queen,
three senior boys, one of whom will be king, two junior girls, and two junior boys. Any
student who accumulates two or more days of OSS during the school year will be
prohibited from attending prom. This policy also applies to students’ dates who attend
a school other than Salem High School.  Early out seniors must be invited to attend Prom.

Organizations
Most organizations have specific membership requirements. Any student who is interested
in one of the organizations should contact the faculty sponsor.
Organizations at SHS include the following:

Art Club – Makayla Schafer
Band – Gannon Craig
Baseball – Tony Edwards
Boys Basketball – Jared Patterson
Cheerleaders – Elizabeth Hogan and Erin Wilson
Color Guard – Alicia Gallagher
Cross Country – Derek Freeman
Culture Club – Amanda Irwin and Judith Moore
FCA - Jared Patterson and Heather Johnson
FBLA - Bryson Barnes/ Amber Pryor/ Brooke Rogers
FFA – Heather Johnson and Dalton Sanders
SKILLSUSA- AJ Tinker
Football – Bryson Barnes
Girls Basketball – Cody Woody
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Golf – Jordan McLaurin
National Honor Society – Eric Myers
Science Club – Science Department
Softball – ErinWilson
Student Council – Brooke Rogers
Tennis – Will Hubbs
Track – Derek Freeman
Vocal Music – Elaine Russell
Volleyball – Kristen Barnes
Quiz Bowl – Susan Sheeley and Sarah Sanders

Fundraisers
Many High School organizations participate in fundraisers during the year. Only
school-sponsored fundraisers may be sold at school. These items may only be sold after
school (3:06 p.m.).

Transportation
The school provides transportation to most out-of-town extra-curricular activities.
Students are expected to observe the school's discipline policies. Students who do not
observe these policies may be barred from using school-sponsored transportation. Students
must ride to an activity on school transportation and must return on school transportation
unless a parent or guardian takes responsibility for the student's return.

Student Council
The Student Council (STUCO) is the instrument through which students have a voice in
school affairs.  Each spring, STUCO officers (president, vice-president, secretary,
treasurer) are elected for the forthcoming school year.

Class Officers
Class officers for each class are elected during the first full week of school. Students
interested in filing for president, vice-president, secretary, or treasurer may place their own
names in nomination. Each class will then vote on its candidates. The candidate receiving
the most votes will be elected.

Senior class officers are responsible for the selection of items related to graduation. In
addition, the senior class president will be responsible for organizing class reunions in the
years after graduation. It is important to elect responsible class leaders.

Junior class officers are responsible for the music, decorations, refreshments, and
chaperones for prom. Prom is a costly event that is financed by the concession stands.
Junior class officers are responsible for manning the concession stands at all games.

Sophomore class officers are responsible for organizing any fundraisers needed to finance
any class activity.

Freshman class officers are responsible for organizing any fundraisers needed to finance
any class activity.

All class officers must recognize that it is their responsibility to carry out all class projects
and not the responsibility of the class sponsors. Any class projects that are not sufficiently
supported by class officers and class members may be canceled.
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Yearbook
The yearbook staff publishes The Hilltop, the Salem High School yearbook. In order to be
a member of the yearbook staff, a student must make an application with the yearbook
sponsor to enroll in Mass Media. The Hilltop is delivered in August following the school
year it chronicles.

Athletics
Salem High School is a member of the South Central Association of High School
Athletics (S.C.A.). Salem High School is a volunteer member of M.S.H.S.A.A. By
becoming a member, the school has agreed to M.S.H.S.A.A. policies and to abide by its
regulations. Students must be in attendance the day of, or have prior approval from the
activity sponsor, coach, or administrator, to participate in any extra-curricular practice or
contest.

Students will be held responsible for knowing and following the R-80 Athletic Discipline
Policy. Any student in ISS will be restricted from activities of the general student body.
No student while assigned to ISS will be allowed to participate or attend any student
activity during the day or that evening. Students who are given multiple days of ISS will
not be allowed to attend/participate in any school-sponsored activity until the following
day of the last scheduled ISS day.

Fall and Winter Sports
Fall and winter sports are football, cheerleading, volleyball, cross country, softball, and
basketball. Schedules for these sports are available from the Athletic Director.

Spring Sports
Spring sports are track, golf, tennis, and baseball. Schedules for these activities are usually
not completed until the second semester.

Eligibility Standards
Students should contact the Athletic Director for a copy of eligibility standards put forth
by MSHSAA. Students who change their schedules should be aware that eligibility is
based on the classes taken and passed the previous semester.

Students also need to become familiar with Salem High School’s academic policy for
students participating in MSHSAA related activities.

A word of caution: Any student who participates in interscholastic athletics or who has an
interest in doing so should be very cautious about participating in any athletic activities
outside of school. Check with a coach or the athletic director before taking part in any
such activity.
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