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Last May, a pretty remarkable thing happened at Abingdon-
Avon CUSD #276. Six of our students earned an associate 
degree before they became high school graduates.
This spring, four of our seniors are on track to earn an 
associate degree and 15 juniors are on track for the spring  
of 2020.
The students all participated in our school district’s Associate 
of Arts Degree program, which gives students an early start 
on college, potentially saving them tens of thousands of 
dollars down the road. Getting to that point took six years of 
stretching the idea of what high school should be versus what 
it can be. It also required the help of a strong partner, like we 
have with Carl Sandburg College.
I share this because I believe the program we created is 
something superintendents across Illinois should consider as 
a way to prepare students for success after high school.
But first, let me share with you a little about Abingdon-Avon 
CUSD #276. We are a unit district of 971 students about 50 

miles west of Peoria. We are in Tier I and just under half of 
our students qualify for free and reduced lunch.

How Did We Do It? 
It was the district-wide appreciation of forward progress that 
drove my interest in the open position of superintendent in 
2017. Under the leadership of former high school principal 
Shane Gordon (who is now in his first year as superintendent 
of Bluford USD #318), a major transformation took place in 
2016-17. The high school moved from a traditional semester 
schedule to a trimester schedule.
Mr. Gordon wanted to transition to a trimester schedule to 
provide more electives to the students and provide access 
to a more challenging base of learning for students who feel 
ready for college work. That idea quickly evolved.
As he and the high school guidance counselor began to 
dive deeper into creating a trimester schedule, the idea of 
earning an Associate of Arts Degree through Carl Sandburg 
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Four seniors at Abingdon-Avon High School in Abingdon, IL. will be 
earning an associate degree from Carl Sandburg College before they 
graduate from high school this Spring.
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