
Washington Middle School 
NJHS Selection Process Summary 

NJHS is more than an honor roll. Each member must demonstrate not only good grades, but also 
strength in each of the remaining four criteria-Leadership, Service, Character, Citizenship. 

After the 2nd trimester of the current school year, students in 6th and 7th grades, who have 
attended this school for at least 1 full semester, will be evaluated on the basis of scholarship. 
Students who meet the scholarship, grade level and enrollment criteria will be asked to submit an 
information sheet outlining their contributions in the remaining four areas.  

Scholarship: the minimum gpa requirement for our chapter is a cumulative 2.9 on a 3.0 scale. 
Cumulative refers to including all grades attained by a student in the current building. The adviser 
will determine student eligibility, notify the students, and ask them to submit the information form. 

Next the faculty council (5 WMS teachers not including the adviser) will review the student 
information form on the basis of the remaining 4 pillars: Leadership, Service, Character, and 
Citizenship. The following are guidelines that the council will consider.  

Leadership: Not only includes number of offices held, but also positions such as athletic team 
captains, section leaders in band and chorus, and committee chairs in student groups. 
Leadership roles in both the school and community may be considered, provided they can be 
verified.  

 A student exercises leadership when he or she: 

● Is resourceful in proposing new solutions, applying principles, and making suggestions 
● Demonstrates initiative in promoting school activities 
● Exercises positive influence on peers in upholding school ideals and spirit 
● Contributes ideas that improve the civic life of the school 
● Is able to delegate responsibilities 
● Inspires positive behavior in others 
● Demonstrates academic initiative 
● Successfully holds school offices or positions of responsibility; conducts business effectively 

and efficiently; demonstrates reliability and dependability 
● Is a leader in the classroom, at work, or in other school or community activities 
● Is dependable in any responsibility accepted 

Service:  

The student who serves: 

● Volunteers and provides dependable and well-organized assistance, and is willing to make 
sacrifices to offer assistance 

● Works well with others and is willing to take on difficult or inconspicuous responsibilities 



● Enthusiastically renders any requested service to the school • Is willing to represent the class 
or school in interclass and interscholastic competition 

● Does committee and staff work without complaint 
● Participates in some activity outside of school, for example, Girl Scouts; Boy Scouts; religious 

groups; volunteer services for the elderly, poor, or disadvantaged. 
● Mentors in the community or students at other schools 
● Shows courtesy by assisting visitors, teachers, and students 

Character:  

In considering the standards set for the local character criterion, a candidate will be able to 
demonstrate an outstanding record of conduct and behavior with regard to school and community 
rules, guidelines, and policies, or be able to demonstrate sufficient growth and improvement to 
compensate for previous inadequacies.  

Citizenship: 

The student who demonstrates citizenship: 

● Understands the importance of civic engagement 
● Has a high regard for freedom and justice; respects the US form of government 

(representative democracy); and respects the law for all citizens at the local, state, and 
federal levels 

● Demonstrates mature participation and responsibility through involvement with such activities 
as scouting, community organizations, or school clubs 

The Faculty Council will discuss the criteria for each student and vote on whether to accept that 
student into the chapter.  The advisor will count the votes to determine which students qualify for 
membership (majority of the council) and report this list to the principal for final verification.  

All students will then be notified of the outcome by individual letter. Accepted students will be 
asked to confirm their acceptance and participation at the induction ceremony. Once inducted into 
the chapter, students will remain in the chapter for both their 7th and 8th grade years unless there 
is a discipline issue or the student chooses to withdraw from the chapter.  

Induction into NJHS does not mean the student will be inducted into the high school chapter of 
NHS. This is a different group and will have their own selection procedures.  

Please forward any questions about the selection process or the chapter to: 

Laura Allaman, NJHS Adviser d52lalla@d52schools.com. 

 


