
COVID-19 Civil Emergencies, Health and Sanitation of the Code of Ordinances of
the City of Choctaw (Ordinance 841-2020)

Information and FAQs
 
On Tuesday, December 1st 2020, the Choctaw City Council amended and passed an emergency 
ordinance no. 841-2020, COVID-19 Pandemic Emergency, requiring every person in the City of Choctaw 
to wear a face covering over the nose and mouth when entering and while inside any indoor place open 
to the public.  The ordinance became effective immediately.
 
WHAT DOES THE AMENDED ORDINACE MEAN?
It means every person in the City must wear a face covering over the nose and mouth worn consistent 
with CDC guidelines when inside a commercial entity or other building, structure, or space open to the 
public.
 
WHY WAS THE ORDINANCE PASSED?
Hospitalizations from COVID-19 and COVID-related illnesses have continued to increase at a precipitous 
rate in recent weeks.  This ordinance was passed as a measure to help limit the threat to public health 
and slow the spread of the virus. While the primary goal of the ordinance is to safeguard the health and 
welfare of City of Choctaw residents, it was also passed as a way to avoid using more restrictive 
measures in the future.
 
Our goal is to protect those who live, work, and visit our city. Though we understand that mask 
ordinances are not always popular, we believe strict adherence to the ordinance for a reasonably short 
period of time can be crucial in keeping our local businesses open and saving jobs in our city. Choctaw is 
joining several other cities in our state with similar ordinances.
 
HOW LONG IS THE ORDINANCE IN EFFECT?
The COVID-19 Ordinance is in effect until April 20th, 2021. Council has the authority to repeal, modify, or 
extend the ordinance any time prior to its expiration. Representatives from Choctaw are in daily contact 
with the Oklahoma City County Health Department (OCCHD) for the latest news and information on 
hospitalization and death rates. Future decisions regarding this ordinance will be based on data and 
recommendations from OCCHD and the CDC.
 
WHAT TYPES OF FACE COVERINGS CAN BE WORN IN CHOCTAW?
You can wear cloth face masks, towels, scarves, and bandanas as recommended by the CDC.  Please 
note your face covering should fit snuggly on your face, while still allowing you to breathe easily.  It 
should be worn consistent with the guidance provided by the CDC or OSDH.
(see https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/)
 
WHAT PUBLIC PLACES/SPACES ARE INCLUDED IN THE COVID-19 ORDINANCE?
Included are all places of public accommodation – places offering items, goods, or services for purchase 
or rent including:

 Retail businesses,
 Personal services and spas,
 Entertainment venues,
 Food service facilities,

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C29022f75ad244929c1f208d89c90cd1a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637431493009568051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CNNC31ZF8ydrmozIN%2FFDRpFkeffOVJOngU4P%2Bd5Eyzs%3D&reserved=0


 Restaurants and bars,
 Hotels, motels, and travel related services,
 Professional offices and services,
 Banks and financial services,
 Repair facilities, and
 Motor vehicle dealerships.

 
Also included are public service areas which are places of public accommodation or educational 
institutions where employees interact with the public in the normal course of business.
 
Educational settings also include any building or facility used for academic and athletic purposes on 
public school campuses, and any private school or preschool.  This does not include any playing surface 
or athletic facility being used during organized activities and practices.
 
Public settings include any public place where people congregate including:
 Workplaces,
 Houses of worship (and their other facilities such as a recreation center, Sunday School 

classrooms, children’s centers),
 Childcare facilities,
 Health facilities,
 Gymnasiums and physical fitness facilities, and
 Food trucks and other outdoor retail entities

 
WHAT ARE THE EXCEPTIONS TO THE ORDINANCE?
 
 Any person who falls into the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s guidance for 

those who have a severe medical or mental health condition or developmental disability;
 Those who are consuming food or drink or who are seated at a restaurant to eat or drink;
 Those who are exercising outdoors or engaging in physical activity outdoors (such as walking a 

trail, biking, playing golf) and who are maintaining a safe distance from other people not in the 
same household;

 Those who are performing cardio exercise. However, those exercising should make every effort 
to practice social distancing from persons not from their own household;

 While in a personal vehicle, personal office, or similarly private space if no one outside of your 
household is present;

 Private homes; offices and workplaces that are not public service areas where physical 
distancing between employees and other occupants can be consistently maintained during 
hours of operation; 

 When you are obtaining a service that requires temporary removal of the face covering for 
security surveillance, screening, or a need for specific access to your face (such as a dental office
or personal care involving your face) but only temporarily as it is required; 

 When you are at a swimming pool, lake or similar body of water or a spray park;
 If you are giving a speech for a broadcast or to an audience;
 If you are performing work in which a face covering could cause or exacerbate a hazard.

 
IS THERE A PENALTY FOR NOT WEARING A MASK?
Potential penalties are as follows:
 



1. Businesses
a. First Incidence of Violation: $25.00 and court costs;
b. Second Incidence of Violation: $150.00 and court costs;
c. Third Incidence of Violation and Subsequent Incidences of Violation: $250.00 

and court costs and up to potential loss of Certificate of Occupancy from the 
City of Choctaw.

2. Individuals
a. First Incidence of Violation: $25.00 and court costs;
b. Second Incidence of Violation: $150.00 and court costs;
c. Third Incidence of Violation and Subsequent Incidences of Violation: 

$250.00 and court costs.

For any questions, we encourage you to call City Hall at:405-390-8198




