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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-01 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULIA, 
TEXAS; ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION ON MAY 6, 2023, TO VOTE 
ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE TULIA CITY CHARTER, AS 
MORE FULLY SET OUT HEREIN; ESTABLISHING A POLLING PLACE 
AND PROVIDING GENERALLY FOR THE CONDUCT OF SAID 
ELECTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Tulia seeks to proceed with the ordering of a special 
election for Saturday, May 6, 2023, the next uniform election date, and has deemed it advisable to 
call the election hereinafter ordered; and 

WHEREAS, the Tulia City Charter (hereafter, "Charter" or "City Charter") was adopted by voters 
in 1972; and,  

WHEREAS, since that time, there have been numerous changes in federal and state law 
requirements, public policy, and the needs of the city; and, 

WHEREAS, it has been more than two (2) years since the Charter was last amended; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to submit proposed amendments to the voters of the City, as 
authorized by Section 9.004 of the Texas Local Government Code, on the Council’s own motion; 
and  

WHEREAS, the City Council here expresses its gratitude for the invaluable service performed by 
a citizen committee appointed to review the Charter and recommend possible revisions; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it is desirable and in the best public interests for voters to now 
consider certain amendments to the Charter in accordance with the several propositions described 
herein; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TULIA, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Pursuant to Texas Local Government Code, section 9.004 that an election is hereby 
called by and for the City of Tulia to be held on the next uniform election date specified by the 
Texas Election Code, being May 6, 2023, to vote on the following propositions to amend the City 
of Tulia Home Rule Charter, as it currently exists as amended, which shall be separate propositions 
on a single ballot with the ballot text for each proposition to appear and read as shown below, for 
the reasons and purposes stated for each proposition: 

Proposition No. 1 – References to Specific State Laws 

WHEREAS, the Charter contains several references to state laws that either no longer exist or that 
have been moved to a different location within the statutes.  This makes it difficult for any reader 
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to understand the meaning of the Charter.  NOW, THEREFORE this proposition shall repeal most 
statutory citations in the Charter and in each instance replace such reference with the phrase, 
"applicable state law, as amended." Sections Affected: Article 1 through Article 17, inclusive, and 
Sec. 1-7(b) and Sec. 14-8(a) specifically. 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 1 

 
To repeal references to a specific state law in the Tulia City Charter and in each instance replace 
it with the phrase, "applicable state law, as amended." 

_____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 2 – Annexation and Disannexation 

WHEREAS, the City Charter mentions the City’s power to annex “with or without the consent of 
the territory or inhabitants annexed or detached.” However, today unilateral annexation without 
consent of the territory and inhabitants annexed is not allowed and Texas annexation statutes are 
highly developed with detailed procedures, timelines, restrictions, and notice requirements.  NOW, 
THEREFORE, this proposition shall update Article 1, Section 1-5(a) to provide that the City has 
annexation authority and require that each annexation and disannexation be conducted in 
accordance with applicable state law or ordinance, and shall repeal Article 1, Section 1-5(b) related 
to annexation in accordance with the updated Section 1-5(a).   

If Proposition 2 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 1-5 of Article 1 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(a)     The council shall have power by ordinance to fix the boundary limits of the city, and 
to provide for the alteration of the boundary limits, the detachment of territory, and the 
annexation of additional territory lying adjacent to the city, subject to such procedural rules 
as may be prescribed by law, including notice and hearing, as required by applicable state 
law.  The City’s power of annexation shall be conducted in accordance with applicable 
state law.  Residents of annexed territory shall be entitled to all rights and privileges of 
citizens who reside in the City, and shall be bound by acts, ordinances, resolutions, and 
regulations of the City. The boundaries of the City shall be those established by ordinance 
of the City Council enacted in accordance with the procedures provided for in federal, state, 
or other law.  The City Secretary shall keep a correct and complete description of the City 
boundaries, indicating all annexations, detachments, and disannexations. 
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(b) Repealed. 

Section Affected: Article 1, Sec. 1-5. 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 2 

To amend Article 1, Section 1-5 of the Tulia City Charter to provide that the City’s authority 
related to annexation and disannexation be conducted in accordance with applicable state law or 
ordinance.  

       _____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 3 – Qualifications of Council members  

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 2-1(b) of the Charter currently provides for the qualifications of a 
member of the City Council, including specifically that “[o]nly qualified voters of the city who are 
at least twenty one (21) years of age and who have resided within the city at least twelve (12) 
months next preceding their election or appointment to fill a vacancy shall be qualified for the 
offices of the mayor and the other councilmen,”  and the age requirement is outdated and should 
be eighteen (18) years of age; and WHEREAS, the Charter Amendment Committee recommended 
that the required period of residency be reduced to six (6) months to allow for as much participation 
in the political process as possible; NOW, THEREFORE, this proposition shall delete the outdated 
age requirement for office outlined above and provide for a required period of residency of six (6) 
months. 

If Proposition 3 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 2-1(b) of Article 2 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(b)     Only qualified voters of the city who are at least eighteen (18) years of age and who 
have resided within the city at least six (6) months next preceding their election or 
appointment to fill a vacancy shall be qualified for the offices of the mayor and the other 
councilmen. Neither the mayor nor any other councilman may hold any office or position 
in the city government by appointment by the city manager or by any subordinate of the 
city manager. If the mayor or any other councilman is convicted of a felony, his office shall 
become vacant immediately when the case is finally determined. 

Section Affected: Article 2, Section 2-1(b). 

Ballot Text: 
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PROPOSITION No. 3 
 
To amend Article 2, Section 2-1(b) of the Tulia City Charter regarding the qualifications of the 
Council members to provide for a minimum age of eighteen (18) and amending the required period 
of residency to six (6) months. 

_____ FOR 

_____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 4 – Council’s power of appointment  

WHEREAS, the current Charter language regarding the Council’s power of appointment of non-
administrative officers and employees is unclear and confusing.  NOW, THEREFORE, this 
Proposition shall revise Article 2, Section 2-4(5) to clarify that the Council has the general power 
to appoint any necessary commission and boards to assist the Council in the performance of its 
duties.   
 
First, if Proposition 4 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 2, Section 2-4(5) of the 
Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(5)     To appoint the necessary commissions and boards to assist the council in the 
performance of its duties and responsibilities, such powers subject to the restrictions of this 
charter and the laws of the State of Texas. 

Section Affected: Article 2, Section 2-4(5). 
 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 4 

To amend Article 2, Section 2-4(5) of the Tulia City Charter to clarify that the Council has the 
general power to appoint any necessary commission and boards to assist the Council in the 
performance of its duties.   

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

  
 

Proposition No. 5 – City Secretary 

WHEREAS, in Article 2, Section 2-6, the Charter provides that “the city treasurer shall be the ex 
officio city secretary unless the council provides by ordinance that the council shall elect the city 
secretary,” and then provides for the duties of a City Secretary, and WHEREAS this section needs 
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to be updated to better reflect current practices, and to provide that the appointment of the City 
Secretary be done by the City Manager subject to the approved by the City Council.  NOW, 
THEREFORE, this Proposition shall amend and update this section to conform duties and powers 
of the City Secretary to better reflect current practices and to provide that the City Manager appoint 
the City Secretary subject to approval by the City Council.  

If Proposition No. 5 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 2-6 of Article 2 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:   

The City Manager shall appoint, subject to approval by the City Council, a City Secretary.  
The City Secretary shall attend all meetings of the City Council and keep accurate minutes 
of its proceedings.  The City Secretary shall preserve and keep in order all books, papers, 
documents, records, and files of the City Council and of the executive departments.  The 
City Secretary shall keep a record of all commissions and licenses issued and shall 
countersign same.  The City Secretary shall have custody of the seal of the city and shall 
perform such other duties as the City Manager shall assign or as elsewhere provided for in 
this Charter or as required by law.  The City Secretary may be removed from office by the 
City Manager, subject to approval by a majority of the City Council. 

Section affected: Article 2, Section 2-6 

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 5 

To amend Article 2, Section 2-6 of the Tulia City Charter to conform duties and powers of the 
City Secretary to better reflect current practices and to provide that the City Manager appoint the 
City Secretary subject to approval by the City Council.  

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 6 – City Council Meetings 

WHEREAS, Section 2-7 of Article 2 of the City Charter has details for calling special meetings, 
the conduct of council meetings, and the availability of Council’s journal of proceedings; and 
WHEREAS, such matters are now provided for in the Texas Open Meetings Act and Texas Public 
Information Act. NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition would change the required number of 
council members to call a special meeting from three to two, add a specific reference to the Texas 
Open Meetings Act to provide that all meetings will be conducted in accordance with the Texas 
Open Meetings Act, as amended, or successor statute, and would clarify that the journal of the 
Council’s proceedings shall be available to the public in accordance with the Texas Public 
Information Act, as amended, or successor statute.  
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If Proposition No. 6 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 2-7 of Article 2 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:  

The council shall hold at least one regular meeting every month, at such time as it may 
prescribe by ordinance. The mayor or any two councilmen may call special meetings. All 
meetings of the council must be conducted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings 
Act, as amended, or successor statute, and the journal of its proceedings shall be available 
to the public pursuant to the Public Information Act of the State of Texas, as may be 
amended from time to time, or successor statute. 

Section affected: Article 2, Section 2-7. 

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 6 

To amend Article 2, Section 2-7 of the Tulia City Charter to change the required number of council 
members to call a special meeting from three to two, add a specific reference to the Texas Open 
Meetings Act to provide that all meetings will be conducted in accordance with the Texas Open 
Meetings Act, as amended, or successor statute, and would clarify that the journal of the Council’s 
proceedings shall be available to the public in accordance with the Texas Public Information Act, 
as amended, or successor statute.    

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 7 – Vacancies on City Council 

WHEREAS, the Charter currently provides that a vacancy in the City Council be filled by 
appointment by majority vote of the remaining Council members but if not enough 
councilmembers remain to constitute a quorum, then the Governor shall appoint enough Council 
members to constitute a quorum, and WHEREAS prudent practice would allow the Council 
discretion to appoint a successor in the event of a vacancy with less than one year remaining in a 
term while requiring that the Council appoint a successor in the event of a vacancy of more than 
one year to serve until the next regular city election at which time the position will be placed on 
the ballot for the unexpired term, and WHEREAS, applicable state law requires a special election 
if two or more vacancies occur at one time.  NOW, THEREFORE, this amendment would amend 
this section of the Charter by providing that a vacancy in the City Council of under one (1) year 
shall be filled by majority vote of the remaining members of the City Council, that a vacancy of 
over one (1) year shall be filled by appointment until the next regular city election at which time a 
special election for the unexpired term shall be conducted in accordance with state law, and a 
special election shall be called if two or more vacancies occur at one time.  



Ordinance No. 2023-01  Page 7 

If Proposition 7 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 2-9 of Article 2 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

A vacancy occurring in the Council, including the office of mayor, shall be filled by a 
person having the qualifications of an elective official of the city and selected in the 
following manner: If a single vacancy occurs and the Council member’s seat which is 
vacated has less than one year remaining, then the Council may appoint a successor to serve 
the remainder of the term. If the position that is vacated has more than one year remaining, 
then the Council shall appoint a successor to serve until the next regular city election at 
which time the position will be placed on the ballot for the unexpired term. If two or more 
vacancies occur at one time, a special election shall be called by the remaining members 
of the Council in accordance with the Election Code to fill the vacancies for the unexpired 
terms. 

Section affected: Article 2, Section 2-9. 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 7 

To amend Article 2, Section 2-9 of the Tulia City Charter by providing that a vacancy in the City 
Council of under one (1) year may be filled by majority vote of the remaining members of the City 
Council, that a vacancy of over one (1) year shall be filled by appointment until the next regular 
city election at which time a special election for the unexpired term shall be conducted in 
accordance with state law, and that if two or more vacancies occur at one time, a special election 
shall be called by the remaining members of the Council in accordance with the Election Code to 
fill the vacancies for the unexpired terms. 

_____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 8 – Quorum of City Council and Council Rules 

WHEREAS, Section 2-10 of Article 2 of the City Charter provides for Council procedures 
regarding quorum, rules, and voting that are outdated and not currently being practice; NOW, 
THEREFORE, this Proposition would clarify the requirements for a quorum and voting by the 
Council.  

If Proposition No. 8 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 2-10 of Article 2 of the 
Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:  

A majority of all of the members of the council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of any business, and the affirmative vote of a majority of such quorum shall be sufficient 
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and necessary to adopt or repeal any ordinance, resolution, or other action by the council, 
except as may be required by applicable state law. The council may determine its own 
rules. The vote on any question shall be taken by “Yea” or “Nay” vote and entered in the 
journal. 

Section affected: Article 2, Section 2-10. 

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 8 

To amend Article 2, Section 2-10 of the Tulia City Charter to clarify the requirements for a quorum 
and voting by the Council.   

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 9 – Passage and Publication of Ordinances 

WHEREAS, the Charter requires that ordinances must be read in full or by title, that the Council 
shall vote by roll call vote, and that ordinances required to be published must be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City, and WHEREAS the newspaper business continues to 
change because of the internet. NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition would provide updated 
requirements for the introduction of ordinances, voting practices, and publication procedures for 
Ordinances requiring publication.   

If Proposition No. 9 is approved by the voter on May 6, 2023, Section 2-12 of Article 2 of the 
Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:   

(a)     Every proposed ordinance shall be introduced to the City Council in writing or printed 
form. The vote on final passage of every ordinance shall be taken by “Yea” or “Nay” vote 
and shall be entered in the journal. The mayor shall have no power of veto. 

(b)     Within ten days after its passage, every ordinance imposing a penalty for violation 
of any of its provisions and every other ordinance required to be published by general law 
of the state or this charter, shall be published by descriptive caption or title, stating in 
summary the purpose of the ordinance and the penalty for violation thereof if any, in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the city or shall be submitted to the City’s 
publisher for codified ordinances, and shall take effect upon publication unless the 
ordinance or this charter specifies a later time. Every other ordinance shall take effect upon 
its final passage unless the ordinance or this charter specifies a later time. 

Section Affected: Article 2, Section 2-12. 
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Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 9 

To amend Article 2, Section 2-12 of the Tulia City Charter to provide updated requirements for 
the introduction of ordinances, voting practices, and publication procedures for Ordinances 
requiring publication.   

          _____ FOR 

       _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 10 – City Manager 

WHEREAS, Article 3, Section 3-1(a) and (b) provide for the appointment, term, qualifications, 
and removal of the City Manager; and WHEREAS, some of these provisions are outdated or 
unclear; NOW, THEREFORE, this proposition would update Article 3, Section 3-1(a) and (b) to 
more clearly detail the appointment, qualifications, compensation, and removal of the City 
Manager, including specifically that any newly appointed City Manager shall be resident of the 
City within 90 days of his/her appointment as City Manager and that the Council may remove the 
City Manager from  office by affirmative vote of a majority of the City Council.  

If Proposition 10 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 3, Section 3-1(a) and (b) of 
the Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(a)      The City Council shall appoint a City Manager by a vote of a majority of all its 
members. The City Manager shall be chosen solely based on the City Manager’s executive 
and administrative training and qualifications. Within 90 days of his/her appointment as 
City Manager, the newly appointed City Manager shall be a resident of the City of Tulia.  
Neither the mayor nor any other councilman may be appointed city manager or acting city 
manager during his term nor within two years after the expiration of his term. 

(b)     Except as may be modified by an Employment Contract entered between the City 
and the City Manager, the following provisions apply to the term and compensation of the 
City Manager: The City Manager shall be appointed for an indefinite term and receive 
compensation as may be fixed by the Council.  The Council may by affirmative vote of a 
majority of the City Council take action to remove the City Manager from office. The 
action of the Council in removing the City Manager shall be final; it being the intention of 
this Charter to vest all authority and fix all responsibility for such removal in the City 
Council. 

Sections Affected: Article 3, Section 3-1(a) and (b). 
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Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 10 

To amend Article 3, Section 3-1(a) and (b) of the Tulia City Charter regarding the appointment, 
qualifications, terms and salary, and removal of the City Manager.  

_____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 11 – City Treasurer updated to be Finance Director 

WHEREAS, the Charter states that the department of finance is led by a city treasurer and 
references the city treasurer in various sections; and WHEREAS, this position is now done called 
the Finance Director; NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition shall replace any reference to city 
treasurer with Finance Director.   

If Proposition No. 11 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, the references to city treasurer in 
the following sections shall thereafter read Finance Director:  

 Sec. 3-4. Administrative departments, offices, and agencies 

 Sec. 4-1. Department of finance; Finance Director 

 Sec. 5-5. Tax assessor and collector to deposit taxes with Finance Director 

 Sec. 12-4. Bonds of officers and employees 

 Sec. 12-6. Who may administer oaths and affirmations 

Sections affected: Article 3, Section 3-4; Article 4, Section 4-1; Article 5, Section 5-5; Article 12, 
Sections 12-4 and 12-6.   

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 11 

 The amendment to replace all references in the City Charter to city treasurer with the 
current position of Finance Director. 

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

 

Proposition No. 12 – Purchasing 
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WHEREAS, Article 4, Section 4-2(b) of the Charter requires competitive bidding for any purchase 
of, or contract for, any supplies, materials, or equipment, or the sale of any surplus property held 
by the City; and WHEREAS, such a requirement is outdated and hinders the efficient operation of 
City government and services; NOW, THEREFORE, this proposition would remove the reference 
to the sale of any surplus property and update Article 4, Section 4-2(b) to clearly provide that the 
City of Tulia will comply with all applicable purchasing and procurement laws when expending 
public funds.     

If Proposition 12 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 4, Section 4-2(b) of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(b)     Any purchase made or contract entered into by the City of Tulia shall be in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Texas as the same now exist or as they may be 
amended from time to time, or as provided by City ordinance when not in conflict with 
State law. 

Section affected: Article 4, Section 4-2(b).   

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 12 

To amend Article 4, Section 4-2(b) of the Tulia City Charter to remove the reference to the 
sale of surplus property and clearly provide that the City of Tulia will comply with all applicable 
state purchasing and procurement laws and ordinances when expending public funds.     

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 13 – Purchases for Public Improvements 

WHEREAS, Article 4, Section 4-4 of the Charter has an outdated amount and outdated language 
related to the public improvements purchasing procedures and contracts to be followed by the City; 
NOW, THEREFORE, this proposition would update Article 4, Section 4-4 to clearly provide that 
the City of Tulia will comply with all applicable purchasing and procurement laws when 
expending public funds for public improvements.     

If Proposition 13 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 4, Section 4-4 of the Tulia City 
Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

Public improvements may be made by the city government itself or by contract.  Any 
purchase made or contract entered into by the City of Tulia for public improvements shall 
be in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas as the same now exist or as they may 
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be amended from time to time, or as provided by City ordinance when not in conflict with 
State law. 

Section affected: Article 4, Section 4-4.   

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 13 

To amend Article 4, Section 4-4 of the Tulia City Charter to clearly provide that the City 
of Tulia will comply with all applicable state purchasing and procurement laws and ordinances 
when expending public funds for public improvements.     

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 14 – Annual Audit 

WHEREAS, Article 4, Section 4-5 of the Charter requires an annual audit “of the accounts and 
evidences of the department of finance, of the department of taxation, and of all other departments, 
offices, and agencies keeping separate or subordinate accounts or making financial transactions,” 
and WHEREAS, the department of taxation is no longer functioning, and WHEREAS, the City 
desires to make clear that the annual audit applies to all departments and “all records and financial 
transactions of the administration of the affairs of the city”; NOW, THEREFORE, this proposition 
would update Article 4, Section 4-5 to provide that the annual audit will apply to all departments 
and “all records and financial transactions of the administration of the affairs of the city.”     

If Proposition 14 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 4, Section 4-5 of the Tulia City 
Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

The council shall designate a certified public accountant or firm of such accountants who 
shall make an independent audit of the accounts and evidences of all records and financial 
transactions of the administration of the affairs of the city, including specifically the 
department of finance and of all other departments, offices, and agencies keeping separate 
or subordinate accounts or making financial transactions, as of the end of every fiscal year 
at least, and who shall report to the council and to the city manager. 

Section affected: Article 4, Section 4-5.   

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 14 

To amend Article 4, Section 4-5 of the Tulia City Charter to provide that the annual audit 
will apply to all departments and “all records and financial transactions of the administration of 
the affairs of the city.”     
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_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 15 – Repeal of Department of Taxation – Repeal  

WHEREAS, the Charter creates a Department of Taxation, and WHEREAS, such a Department is 
not functioning in any manner and is no longer necessary as the City’s Finance Department, the 
County Appraisal District, or another appropriate entity now performs the functions previously 
performed by the Department of Taxation; and WHEREAS, this provision should be repealed to 
conform with current practice; NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition shall repeal and delete 
Article 5, Section 5-1, and remove other references to the department of taxation in accordance 
with the repeal of Article 5, Section 5-1.   

First, if Proposition No. 15 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 3-4 of Article 3 of 
the Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:  

There shall be a department of finance headed by a Finance Director and such other 
administrative departments, offices, and agencies as the council may establish. 

Second, if Propositions No. 14 and No. 15 are approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 4-
5 of Article 4 of the Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:  

The council shall designate a certified public accountant or firm of such accountants who 
shall make an independent audit of the accounts and evidences of all records and financial 
transactions of the administration of the affairs of the city, including specifically the 
department of finance and of all other departments, offices, and agencies keeping separate 
or subordinate accounts or making financial transactions, as of the end of every fiscal year 
at least, and who shall report to the council and to the city manager. 

Finally, if Proposition No. 15 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 5-1 of Article 5 
of the Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:  

 Sec. 5-1. Repealed 

Sections affected: Article 3, Section 3-4; Article 4, Section 4-5; Article 5, Section 5-1.   

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 15 

 The amendment to repeal Article 5, Section 5-1 (Department of Taxation) of the Tulia City 
Charter, and to remove other references to the department of taxation in accordance with the repeal 
of Article 5, Section 5-1.   
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. 
_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 16 – City assessor and collector 

WHEREAS, the Charter provides for a city assessor and collector; and WHEREAS, this position 
is no longer functioning or necessary as such duties are performed by the Appraisal District or 
another appropriate entity or person; NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition shall delete all 
references to a city assessor and collector and instead reference that such duties are to be performed 
by the person or entity performing the functions of tax assessor and collector.   

If Proposition No. 16 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, the following sections shall 
thereafter read as follows:  

Sec. 3-4. There shall be a department of finance headed by a Finance Director and such 
other administrative departments, offices, and agencies as the council may establish. 

Sec. 4-4(a). A lien is hereby created on all property, real, personal, or mixed, in favor of 
the city for all taxes, ad valorem, occupation, or other. Said lien shall exist from January 1 
in each year until the taxes are paid. Such lien shall be prior to all other claims except as 
may be otherwise provided by law; and no gift, sale, assignment, or transfer of any kind, 
or judicial writ of any kind, can ever defeat such lien; but the person or entity performing 
the functions of tax assessor and collector may pursue such property, and whenever found, 
may seize and sell enough thereof to satisfy such taxes, penalty, interest, and costs. 

Sec. 5-5. Tax assessor and collector to deposit taxes with Finance Director.  The person or 
entity performing the functions of tax assessor and collector shall promptly deposit with 
the Finance Director, or for the Finance Director in an appropriate account or accounts 
maintained by the Finance Director in a depository or depositories, all taxes and other 
money which he collects or receives. 

Sec. 12-4. The city manager, the Finance Director, and such other officers and employees 
as the council may designate, before entering upon their duties, shall provide bonds for the 
faithful performance of their respective duties, payable to the city, in such form and in such 
amounts as the council may prescribe, with a surety company authorized to operate within 
the state. The city shall pay the premiums on such bonds. 

Sec. 12-6. All officers authorized by federal or state law, the mayor, the city manager, the 
city secretary, the Finance Director, the judge of the municipal court, the chairman of the 
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board of equalization, and such other officers as the council may authorize, may administer 
oaths and affirmations in any matter pertaining to the affairs and government of the city. 

Sections affected: Article 3, Section 3-4; Article 4, Section 4-4(a); Article 5, Section 5-5; Article 
12, Sections 12-4 and 12-6.   

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 16 

 The amendment to delete all references to a city assessor and collector and instead 
reference that such duties are to be performed by the person or entity performing the functions of 
tax assessor and collector. 

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 17 – Fiscal Year 

WHEREAS, in Article 6, Section 6-1(a), the Charter provides that the City’s fiscal year begins on 
the first day of April and ends on the last day of March of every calendar year unless the council 
by ordinance changes the fiscal year; and the City has operated on a typical fiscal year of October 
1 to September 30; NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition shall amend the fiscal year to conform 
to current practice by providing that the fiscal year shall go from the first day of October and shall 
end on the last day of September.  
 
If Proposition 17 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 6, Section 6-1(a) of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(a)     The fiscal year of the city government shall begin on the first day of October and 
shall end on the last day of September of every calendar year unless the council by 
ordinance changes the fiscal year. The council may adopt an interim budget and make 
appropriations from available revenues for any interim period resulting from a change in 
the fiscal year. 

Section Affected: Article 6, Section 6-1(a). 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 17 

 
To amend Article 6, Section 6-1(a) of the Tulia City Charter to provide that the fiscal year shall 
go from the first day of October and shall end on the last day of September. 
  

 _____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 
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Proposition No. 18 – Municipal Court Judge 

WHEREAS, Article 9, Section 9-1(b) of the Charter provides details regarding the appointment of 
the Municipal Court Judge for an indefinite term but the Charter does not provide how the 
Municipal Court Judge’s compensation is set; and WHEREAS, the Charter does not provide for 
removal of the Municipal Court Judge under certain situations nor for the appointment of a 
temporary judge to serve when the regular judge is not able or available; NOW, THEREFORE, 
this proposition shall revise Article 9, Section 9-1(b) related to the Municipal Court to update 
provisions for the term and removal of the Municipal Court Judge, and appointment of a temporary 
judge if the regular judge is temporarily unable to act.  

If Proposition 18 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 9-1(b) of Article 9 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:      

(b)     The municipal court shall be presided over by the judge of the municipal court, who 
shall be appointed by a majority vote of the Council for a definite period of time not less 
than two years and not more than four years, at such salary as may be fixed by the Council. 
The salary and the period for which the judge is appointed shall be fixed by the Council at 
the time of the judge’s appointment. The judge cannot be discharged by the Council during 
such period except for malfeasance in office, conviction of a felony or conviction of a 
misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, nor may the Council reduce the judge’s 
compensations fixed for the tenure of service during the term for which the judge was 
appointed. The City Council by ordinance may provide for the appointment of one (1) or 
more judges to serve if the regular judge is temporarily unable to act. 

Sections Affected: Article 9, Section 9-1(b). 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 18 

 
To amend Article 9, Section 9-1(b) of the Tulia City Charter to update provisions for the term and 
removal of the Municipal Court Judge, and appointment of a temporary judge if the regular judge 
is temporarily unable to act. 

_____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 19 – Election Day 
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WHEREAS, in Article 10, Section 10-1(a), the Charter specifies a precise day for Election Day; 
and State Law supersedes this Charter provision and the Texas Election Code now mandates all 
election dates and time periods for all activities related to conducting any election and the state 
mandated times and dates are subject to change by the Legislature; NOW, THEREFORE, this 
Proposition shall remove and amend the precise day for Election Day and instead specify that 
Election Day shall be held on uniform election days prescribed by State Law.  
 
If Proposition 19 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 10, Section 10-1(a) of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(a)     The city shall hold a regular city election, also called general election, on the uniform 
election day prescribed by state law. The mayor and other councilmen shall be the only 
city officers elected by the qualified voters of the city. 

Section Affected: Article 10, Section 10-1(a). 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 19 

 
To amend Article 10, Section 10-1(a) of the Tulia City Charter to remove and amend the precise 
day for Election Day and instead specify that Election Day shall be held on uniform election days 
prescribed by State Law. 
  

 _____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 20 – Filing for Office 

WHEREAS, in Article 10, Section 10-2, the Charter specifies exact time periods for filing for 
office and the Texas Election Code has superseded this Section; NOW, THEREFORE, this 
Proposition shall remove the outdated timeframe and amend this section to provide that filing for 
office shall be done in accordance with the Texas Election Code, as amended.  
 
If Proposition 20 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 10, Section 10-2 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(a)     Any qualified person may have his name placed on the ballot for the election as a 
candidate for mayor or other councilman by filing with the city secretary a sworn 
application to have his name placed on the ballot, specifying the office for which he is 
filing, in accordance with the Texas Election Code, as amended. Such application shall 
also contain a statement by the candidate that he is fully qualified under the laws of this 
state and this charter for the office which he seeks. 
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Section Affected: Article 10, Section 10-2. 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 20 

 
To amend Article 10, Section 10-2 of the Tulia City Charter to remove the outdated timeframe for 
filing for office and amend this section to provide that filing for office shall be done in accordance 
with the Texas Election Code, as amended. 
  

 _____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 21 – Election Returns 

WHEREAS, in Article 10, Section 10-5, the Charter details that the election returns shall happen 
“within four days after every municipal election, Sunday, excepted,” and the Texas Election Code 
has superseded this Section; NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition shall remove the outdated 
timeframe and amend this section to provide that the returns of every municipal election shall be 
handled in accordance with the Texas Election Code, as amended.  
 
If Proposition 20 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 10, Section 10-5 of the Tulia 
City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(a)     The returns of every municipal election shall be handled in accordance with the Texas 
Election Code, as amended.  These returns shall be delivered from the election judges to 
the City Secretary or the Mayor at City Hall as soon as possible after the closing of the 
polls.  Election returns, general and special, shall be canvassed and the results declared by 
the City Council in accordance with the Texas Election Code, as amended. 

Section Affected: Article 10, Section 10-5. 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 21 

 
To amend Article 10, Section 10-5 of the Tulia City Charter to remove the outdated timeframe for 
canvassing returns and amend this section to provide that the returns of every municipal election 
shall be handled in accordance with the Texas Election Code, as amended. 
  

 _____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 
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Proposition No. 22 – Political activity of officers and employees – Repeal  

WHEREAS, Article 11, Section 11-10, the Charter restricts the political activity of the City’s 
officers and employees, and such conduct is better regulated through other means, especially the 
City’s personnel policies.  NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition shall repeal and delete Article 
10, Section 10-9.   

If Proposition No. 22 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 10-9 of Article 10 of the 
Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:  

 Sec. 10-9. Repealed 

Section affected: Article 10, Section 10-9.   

Ballot text: 
PROPOSITION No. 22 

 The amendment to repeal Article 10, Section 10-9 (political activity of officers and 
employees) of the Tulia City Charter. 
 

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 23 – Timing for Special Elections (Initiative, Referendum, and Recall 
Elections) 

WHEREAS, in Article 11, Section 11-10 (Initiative and Referendum) and Article 11, Section 11-
14 (Recall), the Charter specifies exact time periods for these types of Special Elections; However, 
State Law supersedes these Charter provisions and the Texas Election Code now mandates all 
election dates and time periods for all activities related to conducting any election and the state 
mandated times and dates are subject to change by the Legislature; NOW, THEREFORE, this 
Proposition shall remove and amend specified time periods for such elections and instead outline 
a general requirement specifying that all aspects of such elections shall occur on the next available 
date that is allowed or required by State Law.  
 
First, if Proposition 23 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 11, Section 11-10(d) of 
the Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(d) If the council fails to pass an ordinance proposed by initiative petition, or passes it 
in a form different from that set forth in the petition therefor, or if the council fails to repeal 
a referendum ordinance, then the council shall submit the initiative or referendum 
ordinance to the qualified voters at an election to be held on the next available uniform 
election date for which the City may meet all statutory deadlines.  
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Second, if Proposition 23 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Article 11, Section 11-14 of 
the Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

 
In the case of a recall petition certified to the council as sufficient by the city secretary, if 
the officer whose removal is sought does not resign within five days after the council 
receives the petition and certificate of the city secretary, the council shall thereupon submit 
the question of removing the officer to the qualified voters at an election to be held on the 
next available uniform election date for which the City may meet all statutory deadlines.  
If the officer sought to be recalled resigns at any time before the day of the recall election, 
the council by ordinance may cancel the recall election. 

 
 

Sections affected:  Article 11, Section 11-10(d) and Article 11, Section 11-14. 
 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 23 

 
To amend Article 11, Section 11-10(d) (Initiative and Referendum), and Article 11, Section 11-14 
(Recall) of the Tulia City Charter to remove and amend specified time periods for initiative, 
referendum, and recall elections and instead outline a general requirement specifying that such 
elections shall occur on the next available date that is allowed or required by State Law. 
  

 _____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 24 – Franchise Ordinances 

WHEREAS, the Charter requires that one reading of every franchise ordinances be in full and that 
the full text of the Ordinance be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the city; 
NOW, THEREFORE, this Proposition would remove these requirements and instead provide for 
the publication of the caption and making the full text thereof to be publicly available at City Hall 
and published on the City’s website.    

If Proposition No. 24 is approved by the voter on May 6, 2023, Section 14-4 of Article 14 of the 
Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows:   

Every ordinance granting, renewing, extending, or amending a public-utility franchise shall 
be read at least two regular meetings of the council; and shall not be finally acted upon 
until thirty (30) days after the first reading thereof. Within ten (10) days following the first 
reading and following final passage of the ordinance, the caption thereof shall be published 
one time in a newspaper of general circulation within the city, and the full text thereof shall 
be publicly available at City Hall and published on the City’s website. No such ordinance 
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shall become effective until the expiration of thirty (30) days following the date of its final 
passage by the council, and every such ordinance shall be subject to the referendum 
procedures provided by state law and this charter. 

Section Affected: Article 14, Section 14-4. 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 24 

To amend Article 14, Section 14-4 of the Tulia City Charter to provide updated requirements for 
the reading and publication of franchise ordinances, including requiring that the full text of any 
franchise ordinances be made publicly available at City Hall and published on the City’s website.    

          _____ FOR 

       _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 25 – Notice of injury or damage 

WHEREAS, the Charter has some outdated requirements for individuals who seek to bring a claim 
or suit against the City which are inconsistent with current state law.  NOW, THEREFORE, this 
proposition shall amend the Charter by updating the section regarding notice and provisions for 
damage suits to be consistent with current State Law.   

If Proposition 25 is approved by the voters on May 6, 2023, Section 15-1(a) and Section 15-1(b) 
of Article 15 of the Tulia City Charter shall thereafter read as follows: 

(a) Before the City shall be liable to damage claim or suit for injury of one’s person or 
property or death, the person who is injured or whose property is damaged or the person 
claiming damages from the death or someone on his or her behalf shall give the City 
Secretary notice in writing within one hundred eighty (180) days after the occurring of the 
alleged injury or damage, stating specifically in such notice when and how the injury or 
damage was sustained, and setting forth the extent of the injury or damage as accurately as 
possible. No action at law for damages shall be brought against the City for injury to one’s 
person or property prior to the expiration of ninety (90) days from the date of the notice 
hereinabove described has been provided to the City Secretary.  Provided, however, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to mean that the City of Tulia waives any 
rights, privileges, defenses, or immunities in tort actions which are provided under the 
common law, the constitution and general laws of the State of Texas. 

(b) Repealed. 

Section Affected: Article 15, Sec. 15-1(a) and (b). 



Ordinance No. 2023-01  Page 22 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 25 

To amend Article 15, Section 15-1(a) and (b) of the Tulia City Charter to update the notice of 
injury or damage provisions for claims or suits brought against the City. 

        _____ FOR 

        _____ AGAINST 

 

Proposition No. 26 – Masculine and Feminine  

WHEREAS, the Charter was drafted using masculine gender references exclusively and such 
vocabulary is outdated; NOW, THEREFORE, this proposition shall amend the Charter by adding 
Section 15-5 to Article 15 to provide that “words used to express masculine gender shall be 
construed to include the feminine.”   
 
Section affected: Article 15, Section 15-5. 
 

Ballot Text: 
PROPOSITION No. 26 

To add a Section 15-5 to Article 15 of the Tulia City Charter which would read as follows: 
“Throughout this charter, words used to express masculine gender shall be construed to include 
the feminine.” 
 

_______FOR 

_______AGAINST 

 

SECTION 2. That the City Secretary is authorized to alter the ballot format as may be 
necessary to accommodate electronic or other form of balloting. 

 SECTION 3.  That the City Secretary is expressly authorized to obtain election supplies, 
pay election officials, contract for some or all election duties and services, in accordance with the 
adopted budget, applicable law, and any joint election agreements. 

SECTION 4.  The election shall be held on May 6, 2023, at the Swisher County 
Courthouse, 119 S Maxwell, Tulia, Texas.  Polls will be open on May 6, 2023, between the hours 
of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each weekday 
at the at the Swisher County Courthouse, 119 S Maxwell, Tulia, Texas, between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. beginning on April 24, 2023, and ending on May 2, 2023.  Applications for 
ballot by mail shall be requested from and mailed to: City of Tulia, ATTN: City Secretary, at PO 
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Box 847, Tulia, Texas 79088-0847.  Applications for ballot by mail must be received no later than 
close of business on April 25, 2023. 

 SECTION 5.  All qualified voters of the City shall be permitted to vote at said election.  
Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary in this ordinance, the election shall be held and 
conducted in accordance with the Texas Election Code and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended, and as may otherwise be required by law. 

 SECTION 6.  The form of the notice prescribed by the Texas Secretary of State’s Office 
shall serve as proper notice of said election.  Said notice, including a Spanish translation thereof, 
shall be given by publishing it and posting it in accordance with Section 4.003, of the Texas 
Election Code. 

 SECTION 7.  The Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem, the City Manager, and the City Secretary, 
or any one of them, are authorized on behalf of the City Council to evidence adoption of this 
Ordinance and to do all other things legal and necessary in connection with the holding and 
consummation of such election and to give effect to the intent of this Ordinance. 

 SECTION 8.  If any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, section or other part of this 
Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall ever be held to be invalid 
or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, neither the remainder of this Ordinance, 
nor the application of such word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, section or other part of this 
Ordinance to any other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 

 SECTION 9.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed to the extent of the conflict only.   

 SECTION 10.  The City Council officially finds, determines, and declares that the meeting 
at which this Ordinance was passed was open to the public, and that public notice of the time, 
place and purpose of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Texas 
Government Code, Chapter 551. Notice was also provided as required by Chapter 52 of the Texas 
Local Government Code.  Procedures of Chapter 9 of the Texas Local Government Code. 

SECTION 11.  Effective Date.  This ordinance is effective upon passage according to law. 

INTRODUCED, PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on this 14th day of February 2023.  

      CITY OF TULIA, TEXAS 

_______________________ 
            Dusty George, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Kristina Solomon, City Secretary 


