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Survey Details

 Survey completed by 372 

 82% of survey takers are registered to vote in Schoolcraft (306)

 66 survey takers have children enrolled in the district via school of choice, 

but are not themselves registered to vote in Schoolcraft

 A good mix of child grades represented Pre-K to 12th grade

 Survey completed via Survey Monkey the week of April 8, 2019

 Survey results summarized by Terah Putman, MMR



Prediction of likely vote remains largely 

unchanged after details, pros & cons
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Knowing that for every $100,000 in a home's market value ($50,000 in taxable value) that taxes would increase for homeowners by $175 per 

year, or just under $15 per month, if the election were held today, what do you think you would vote?

Vote Yes Lean Yes Undecided Lean No Vote No

The way voters plan to vote remains largely unchanged in total from the beginning of the survey 

after the details of the bond are shared, after arguments in favor (pro) are shared, and after 

arguments against (con) are shared, this indicates a lack of convincing argument either way



Current Attitudes Among Parents: Taxes 

are about right or to high, but assets are fair to poor

Much too 

high, 6

Somehwat 

too high, 14

About Right, 

58

Somehwat 

too low, 3

Undecided/ 

Unsure, 19

Q7 Thinking about the quality of educational services delivered by

Schoolcraft Community Schools in return for the state and local taxes you 

pay to fund K-12 education, do you think your school taxes are:

Poor, 28

Just Fair, 43

Pretty Good, 

23

Excellent, 3

Undecided/ Unsure, 3

Q8 Overall, how would you rate the condition of the existing school

buildings, facilities, property and grounds that are owned and operated 

by Schoolcraft Community Schools?



What We Heard About Taxes:
Among “no” voters

“The cost to me will be almost $1000 per year and I already pay 

close to $1000 per month in property taxes.  If it was less 

expensive I fully support”

“My taxes are to much as it is. I would like to see school 

improvement. It is a difficult answer.”

“We have been paying taxes the whole time and Stitt wastes it all.  

If the facilities are falling apart it’s because they aren’t being 

properly maintained, which we are already paying for.”

“The leadership of the village has steered away from any kind of growth 

trying to keep the small village ( I understand) but yet we need and want 

better things for our children. Better infrastructure for the village would 

make way for tax paying businesses that have been turned down by the 

village in years past to keep the small village feel. Tax paying businesses 

help relieve the tax burden of the citizens. Pretty soon the only thing 

rolling into town will be tumble weeds.”

“Too much money and not enough need.”

“The increased cost in my taxes is too much.”

“Schoolcraft has a high millage already with almost 1 out of 4 students not from 

the district.  Families using school of choice do NOT pay for bonds. This bond 

would put a very high millage rate with no margin for decades for other 

improvements....that seems reckless to max things out    The real issue for actual 

district growth (not just school of choice) is more housing.  This is not a school 

decision but a needed direction at the village and township level for more 

housing developments to be created.  That kind of growth will fuel increase 

enrollment and households that will actually contribute to bond re-payments.”

“Our current taxes are already so high that it is crazy to think we 

need to raise them even further. If you could simply extend the bond 

we already have and get your stuff done without a tax increase 

then it would be different” 



What We Heard About Assets:
Among “no” voters

“I see no reason to add/build new property if the school is not dilapidated. 

If I had more information on maintenance problems and associated cost. I 

don't want to spend money just because someone says we need it. I want 

to know there is a problem and the problem needs to be addressed.”

“I have seen lots of information about other people's conclusions regarding 

the evidence about or the need for the renovation projects, but too much of 

what was presented is speculative to feel comfortable that any of the 

proposals are necessary or if they'll outcomes for the children in the district.“

“It is much too massive of a proposal/project.     If we 

Prioritizing 1) SECURITY,  2) a New building for 5-8, and   

3) New HVAC for K-4, AND the HS....(and i'm not sure 

the HS needs this)....I fail to see what else justifies the 

current Proposal(s). and High Costs.     Lastly, Davis 

Field improvements are too vague…  What else is that 

money being spent on, besides "the Track“?”

“I don’t have enough information to make a decision- I would want to know the 

current budget, where the money is spent, what specific improvements would be 

included in the project and what the ramifications are for not doing it.”



Biggest Issue: 7-8th Grade

 53% of those surveyed are very/somewhat convinced by the argument 

that 7th and 8th grade shouldn’t be mixed with 9-12

 “The current grade configuration of prekindergarten-4th grade, 5th-8th grade, 

and 9th-12th grade should be maintained. Mixing 7th and 8th graders with high 

school students is not a good idea” is an effective argument, as 50% of those 

surveyed initially intended to vote YES in favor of the bond, and an additional 

23% were leaning YES

 Other arguments opposed to the bond were only convincing to 34-37% of 

those surveyed



Strong support of bond elements relating to 

energy & security, lowest support for 

combined 7-12

Energy/Security: All facilities would have improved security, greater accessibility for disabled students, modernized learning spaces, and more energy efficient utility and support systems 

that will reduce operating costs.

New PK-6:  A new pre-kindergarten- 6th grade elementary school would be built at a cost of $28.3 million. 

Jr/Sr High: A dedicated 7th-8th grade addition would be built at the high school. The 7th-8th grade addition would be separate from the rest of the high school, and all students would 

share common areas such as the library and cafeteria at different times during the day. The cost of the new 7th- 8th grade addition to the high school would be $8.0 million.

Athletics: The existing Roy Davis Stadium would be renovated by resurfacing our existing 6-lane running track and making other needed athletic improvements at a cost of $3.6 million
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Con Arguments: Concerns over the combined 

Jr/Sr HS is the most convincing argument 

AGAINST the bond

Con Argument: COMBINED 7-12 The current grade configuration of 
prekindergarten- 4th grade, 5th-8th grade, and 9th-12th grade 
should be maintained. Mixing 7th and 8th graders with high school 
students is not a good idea.

Con Argument: ALREADY EQUIPPED Students attending Schoolcraft 
Community Schools have received a very good education in the 
existing facilities, and without having the kind of improvements 
such as interactive technology enhancements, bigger classrooms 
and flexible learning spaces.

Pro Argument: ATHLETICS Sports should not be as much of a priority 
as they have been over the years. The district can make do with 
the existing athletic facilities.

Pro Argument:  SCOPE This plan goes way beyond what is needed 
and includes things that supporters of the district want without 

thinking enough about the impact on the taxpayers in the district.
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What we Heard About Middle-School 

Concerns (Among No Voters)

“I’m most opposed to combining 7th and 8th with the high 
school. The high school students are already exposed to 
far more than should be tolerable. Exposing 7th and 8th 
graders to this will magnify the problem.”

“This configuration of all grades in 2 buildings has been 
rejected by voters previously. I don't support it and most 

likely wouldn't vote for it even though I have supported 
nearly every school millage request that I have considered, 
whether I had school age children or not. I am 
disappointed that the committee has chosen to move 
forward with essentially the same plans that were previously 
rejected. It was not a marketing issue for me. I understood 
the plan and was well informed. I just don't think it's the best 
plan for our district.” 

“I think there should be 3 separate school buildings. Pre-k-5th 
grade, 6-8th and the high school to have 9th-12th. I don’t 
think the middle school should be attached to the high 
school, especially if they would be using the same library and 
cafeteria. I don’t think that 7th and 8th graders need to be 
able to even mingle with high-schoolers on a daily basis. I 
don’t think it’s safe or smart for many reasons. Imagine if it 
were your kids in that situation.” “Previous surveys and documentation from community 

members states that a K-8 building was wanted with NO 
sports additions.  But everything has been pushed forward 
with K-6 so sports can have a focus.   Also you CANNOT 
guarantee separation of 7-8th from 9-12.  That was stated 
when 5th went to the middle school and that has not 
happened.      All trainings and information including this 
survey is geared towards pushing K-6. 7-12.    This is NOT what 
the community wants.  Previous surveys state this. Listen to 
the people, not what 1 or 10 people want.    If you want to 
improve sports areas. Do so after the quality of the buildings 
is fixed first.”



Pro Arguments: Cost of Repairs is most compelling, 

followed by impacts on ongoing operating costs and 

quality of education

Pro Argument: COSTLY REPAIRS  Most of the mechanical and 
other systems are nearing the end of their serviceable life in the 
existing elementary school (which is 49 years old) and in the 
middle school (which is 63 years old). A recent facility study 

concluded that it would cost almost as much to renovate 
existing buildings as it would be to build a new school and an 
addition to the high school.“

Pro Argument: OPERATING SAVINGS With a new elementary 
school and 7th-8th grade addition to the high school, an 
estimated $200,000 would be saved each year in reduced 
operational and energy costs"

Pro Argument: IMPROVED ED QUALITY Improved infrastructure, 
improved classroom configurations, and specifically designed 
small-group learning spaces funded by the proposal will result in 
improved education quality in the district."

Pro Argument: SECURITY Having the new prekindergarten- 6th 
grade elementary school and 7th-8th grade addition 
upgraded with safer, more secure building entrances as well as 
additional video monitoring systems will offer a higher level of 
security and will reassure parents that their children are as safe 
as possible
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Pro Arguments: Traffic, community growth, and 

Committee leadership are less compelling, 

Athletics may need further clarification

Pro Argument: TRAFFIC The single campus design will allow for safer traffic flow 
and student drop-off away from the street.

Pro Argument: COMMUNITY GROWTH A single, cost-effective campus will 
enhance our ability to excel both educationally and athletically, be an 
economic draw for community investment and growth, as well as attract 
young families to the community.

Pro Argument: COMMITTEE The Long-Range Planning Committee, made up of 
Board of Education, Administration, staff and community members, developed 
a bond plan over 18 months after carefully listening to community concerns. 
They sharply reduced the scope and cost of the bond proposal to $39.9 million 
until it met five priorities identified by the Board of Education, and it saved 
$400,000 by refinancing our current millage debt, which will be paid off in 2026.

Pro Argument:  ATHLETICS Schoolcraft Community Schools is putting the 
emphasis on improving classroom education in this bond proposal. Upgrades to 
athletic facilities represent less than 10% of the bond, since they are only 
looking to renovate the existing track and other areas that need attention. This 
is much less than most school district bond proposals 37
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Recommendations

 Those surveyed overwhelmingly express concerns regarding 2 primary topics that could be clarified 
for beneficial impact on the level of support among the student parent population:

1. The benefits and risks associated with a 7-8 grade wing added to the existing high school – other 
communities where this model has been implemented could be used as case studies for student 
performance, disciplinary issues, safety issues, and benefits realized.  The community is seeking greater 
transparency and detail about this issue that is a top concern among many parents. Can you diffuse their 
fears with facts and present evidence to support real benefits to the children?

2. Costs vs. Value of the proposed bond amount – survey takers respond favorably to arguments that “doing 
nothing” has a cost due to needed repairs on existing assets, and opportunity costs of potential operational 
savings from more efficient assets.  However, many want more transparency and details about exactly what 
the existing issues are, how much they cost to repair, and what they will be getting for such a hefty price tag, 
and are reluctant to trust superficial general statements, they ask to see:

 A detailed summary of the facility study results supporting the claim that the cost of repairs is nearly the cost of new

 A detailed breakdown behind the $200k annual savings is desired

 Specific details of the impact on traffic flow 

 Athletic investment details beyond the track including: tennis courts, soccer fields, stadium, and locker rooms

 Support of the arts, including: additional seating in the auditorium, resources for arts programs


